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at her mother shyly and embarrassed.

Forrest, who had been staying quiet at the side, was momentarily stunned. Then,
he furrowed his brows, wondering if he had seen Stacey before.

In fact, he was bad at recognizing women. If he had not been seeing Stacey every
day, he would have easily confused her with other women.

After all, women nowadays generally had delicate faces and large eyes.

With the situation, Mrs. Lynch understood what was happening. She wished her
son would get married soon, and out popped a person who was in love with him.
What was more, she had even saved him, so naturally, Mrs. Lynch had a thing for
Stacey. “How old is your daughter?”

“23,” Mrs. Childs answered promptly.

“That’s quite young. Forrest is 30..."” Mrs. Lynch darted a profound glance at her
son.

“Well, older men are more reliable and mature,” Mrs. Childs said meaningfully.
Since she had said it so directly, only a fool would not understand her intentions.
Stacey looked down with a red face, not saying a word.

After silence befell the ward for a while, Mr. Childs cut to the chase. “Chairman
Lynch, I don’t think | need to explain how important a woman's skin is. I've put so
much effort into raising my dear daughter, all for your son to put her in this state.
Let me be honest. Your son has to be responsible for my daughter. The best
solution is that we become related by marriage. In that case, | won't have to
worry about my daughter’s future partner looking down on her because of the
scars on her legs.”

Jerry nodded before turning his eyes to his son. “What do you think?”

Forrest's expression remained indifferent, and he did not say a word.
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Mr. Childs snorted. “We've checked the surveillance footage of the incident. If my
daughter hadn’t pushed you away in time, the glass might've fallen onto your
head. With the glass landing on your face and head, you could’ve lost your life.”

At that, Mrs. Lynch sighed. “l would be happy to have a daughter-in-law like
Stacey. Forrest, | approve of you getting married to Stacey, but what are your
thoughts? As a man, you need to be responsible.”

Mrs. Lynch had thought it through. With his son’s personality, he would remain
unresponsive even if she kept pushing him. If the matter was dragged on, she
might not be able to see her son get married even after she died. Now that the
incident had happened, she might as well jump at the chance to force him to get
married.

Forrest pursed his beautiful lips, speechless.

However, it was a fact that Stacey had saved him.

Besides, he had to get married no matter who his other half was anyway.
“Okay.”

After some time, the word finally came out of his mouth.

The Childs family’s expressions relaxed, and Stacey stared at Forrest blankly with
her eyes slightly red yet excited.

Mr. Lynch and Mrs. Lynch were rather satisfied with Forrest’'s response.
Forrest had to get married anyhow.

They had never expected their son to be a social climber, but they thought their
son should marry someone whose status was similar to his. If there was a huge
gap between both statuses, their marriage might break down easily.

Coincidentally, Stacey was the right person.

When Freya returned home from work at night, she was astonished to hear that
Forrest was getting married.

“Stacey Childs? His assistant?”

She quickly fetched some water to steady her nerves.
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Mrs. Lynch rolled her eyes at Freya. “She has a crush on your brother, and that'’s
why she applied to become his secretary. Tsk. This woman has such great taste.”

" n

Freya's mouth twitched at the fact that her mother claimed Stacey had great
taste just because she was in love with Forrest. “What great taste? My brother is
so cold.”

“Ahem. It's Fine For others to say that, but you shouldn’t. Your brother has been
treating you well since you were young. What's more, he’s one of the very few
good-looking ones.”

After Mrs. Lynch finished speaking, she coughed. “OFf course, he is a bit cold.
That's exactly why I'm worried that he'll be single forever. Since the woman
saved him, he should devote his life to her, and he agreed with it too.”

“My brother could’'ve been scared because you kept pushing him to get married.
Since he would have to get married anyway, he thought he might as well pick
Stacey so that he wouldn’t have to go on more blind dates.” Freya's lips twitched.

“Oh well. Their feelings for each other will grow as they get along over time.
Once they have a child, their life will be different. Besides, Stacey is indeed a nice
woman. | quite like her.”

" n

Freya was not familiar with Stacey. Nevertheless, she did not think that life
would be different fFor a couple after having a child.

She had previously that thought as well, yet she ended up divorced from Rodney.

Upon hearing that Forrest returned home that night, Freya raced to his room.
“Forrest..."”
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Just as she shut the door and turned around, she saw Forrest taking off his shirt.
Under the dark blue shirt were his toned muscles and slim waist. However, his
skin was honey-colored and tanned, unlike Ryan, who was fair-skinned.

“Wow, Forrest. | didn’t know you had muscles.” Freya was momentarily stunned
at how well her brother had kept his muscles.

Forrest glared at her and quickly put on his pajamas. “Don’t you have hands? Why
didn’t you knock before entering my room?We’re not kids anymore.”

“Can’t you see I'm in a hurry to ask you something?” Freya stuck her tongue out.
“Are you really going to marry Stacey? Do you like her?”

“What’s there to like or dislike? | have to get married anyway.” After pausing for
a moment, Forrest said, “She did save me, and she’s quite capable at work.”

Freya was at a loss for words. “You're getting a wife, not a secretary. If you want
to return her Favor, there’s no need to devote your life to her.”

Forrest ignored her and looked down at his watch.

“Once you... are married, you can’t be with Jessica anymore. Think carefully.”
Freya suddenly said, “I'm your sister, and | have experience in relationships. Two
people must have feelings for each other to be together. You can’t get married
just for the sake of getting married, and | don’t advise that you get married for
the sake of the child or favor.”

Forrest drew his drawer open and placed his watch inside. “Oh, does it mean that
I should marry Jessica?”

With that, he straightened up and turned around to face Freya with his cold eyes.
“Freya, who is the older one now? Have you been bewitched by Jessica? Let me
tell you again that it's impossible for Jessica and me to be in a relationship.”

That ended the conversation.
Forrest turned around and headed to the bathroom.
Freya took a deep breath before turning around and returning to her bedroom.

Shortly after, Ryan called her. After Ryan and Freya finished dealing with their
respective work at night, they would have a long call. “Darling, I've been reading
since the afternoon, and | haven't even had dinner..."”

“Don’t you know how to cook your own dinner? You have hands, don’t you?”
Freya said with a snort, “How old are you to tell me you're hungry? You're not a
kid anymore.”

“ n



He could tell that his woman was in a bad mood.
“Who offended you?” Ryan began to reflect on his actions carefully.

“No one.” Upon realizing that she sounded too harsh, she let out a sigh. “My
brother is going to get married. | tried to advise him out of the goodness of my
heart-"

“What? Your brother is going to get married? To who?” Ryan was shocked. He had
not heard that Forrest had a girlfriend.
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has saved him heroically, so my brother plans to devote his life to her. It is
ridiculous.” Freya said, “Both my parents have approved of it. In fact, the two
families are well-matched, but I think two people must have feelings for each
other before getting married. Marriage isn’t a game. Oh, forget it. There’'s a
generation gap between my parents and me, whereas my brother has never gone
through it, so he doesn’t understand my good intentions. Hmph. | advised him out
of kindness, yet he treated me so coldly.”

“Uh... Hasn't your brother always been cold? Don’t take it to heart,” Ryan
comforted Freya.

“...That's true too.”

“Darling, after some thought, I've decided to cook some noodles. I'll talk to you
later..."”

Ryan hung up the call.

He was hungry, but he just felt the need to let Jessica know about the matter.
With that, he quickly dialed Jessica’s number. “Where are you?”

“Working overtime.”

Ryan was speechless. “Are you planning to dedicate your entire life to work?
You've been working overtime every day. What time is it now? I'm telling you, if
you continue to work overtime like this, all the men are going to get married.”
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Jessica rubbed her brows. Her mind was filled with data, so she had not come to
her senses yet. “Who?”

Ryan was impatient. “Who else but Forrest? Freya just told me that something
nearly happened to Forrest at the factory, but his Female assistant saved him in
time. So, he has decided to devote his life to her. Both their families have
approved it, and they’ll soon discuss the marriage.”

Jessica remained silent.

Now, her mind was no longer filled with data. Upon hearing the news, she was at
her wits’ end.

Get married?
She was a little confused.

By the time she came to it, she felt as though there was a hole in her chest. Her
originally empty heart became even emptier.

“I've informed you of the news Ffirst thing, so you should ponder over it. If you
don’t take action soon, you can forget about it once he gets married and has a
child.”

Having gone through a similar situation, Ryan especially understood the
helplessness and despair of seeing a crush getting married. Unfortunately,
nothing in the world could cure regrets.

He was lucky enough to have Freya because Rodney did not cherish her.

However, Jessica could not possibly wait until Forrest got a divorce. What if he
did not get one in the end?

In that case, she would be lonely forever.
“Mm. Let me think about it.”

Jessica soon ended the call. She was not in a rush to stand up. Instead, she sat on
the chair silently.

After a long time, she drew her drawer open and took out a small box from it.
There was a small, plain diamond ring inside.

Even after a long time, the diamond ring remained shiny.



She would never forget that Forrest was the one who bought her the ring with
his First hard-earned salary soon after the two of them got together.

She had kept the ring with her for many years.

However, what about him?

Was he getting further away from her?

That night, Jessica sat in the office throughout the night.

Only when it was dawn did she dial a number.
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the Childs family soon proposed a schedule for the wedding.

Mrs. Childs even had someone pick the wedding date. “I fFound out that next
week, the 15th, is a good day. Let's set it as the wedding date.”

Forrest subconsciously frowned. “Assistant Childs’ legs won't be fully recovered
by then.”

“The doctor said she can only walk properly at least after 100 days. That means
she'll only recover at the end of the year. That's a little too long.” Mrs. Childs
paused for a moment before she continued, “Since you both are getting married
soon, you can directly address her as Stacey.”

“That’s right, Forrest.”

Stacey, who was on the bed, summoned her courage to look at him. “Just call me
Stacey from now on.”

Forrest replied in the affirmative and looked down.

“15th it is, then,” Mrs. Lynch responded. She was aware of the Childs family’s
concern. They wanted to avoid the problems that might incur a delay, and as
Forrest's mother, Mrs. Lynch was worried that Forrest would go back on his word.
After all, getting him to agree to the marriage was not easy. “Do you have any
requirements on the wedding room, dowry, and so on?”
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“Let’s go outside and discuss so that the two kids can talk. By the way, Forrest,
Stacey needs to go for a check-up later. Can you please take her for that?”

After that, Mrs. Childs shot a look at Mrs. Lynch.

Mrs. Lynch grasped Mrs. Childs’ meaning within a second. The two of them then
immediately pulled each other’s hands and left.

The ward suddenly fell quiet. Somehow, Stacy started to become nervous. She
had always been polite toward Forrest. However, now that they suddenly got
together, she was a little excited and worried at the same time. “I'm sorry,
Forrest. | didn’t save you to make you responsible for me. But with the situation
that day, I instinctively wanted to make sure you were safe...”

She bit her tongue and gazed at him with a hint of shyness in her eyes.

“Anyhow, | need to thankyou.” Forrest was calm. “But ... I'm curious about
something. Have | ever seen you before you applied to work in Lynch
Corporation?”

“Yeah.” Stacey nodded. “After | returned from overseas last year, | attended a
charity event with my parents where I accidentally hit you with my wine glass and
even dirtied your suit. | apologized to you, and you didn’t blame me either. Later,
| borrowed a suit and wanted to look for you, but you already left.”

Based on her words, Forrest tried to jog his memory and seem to recall that the
incident happened during the fall when Lynch Corporation had not relocated to
Canberra yet. They only had a small office here, and he received the invitation to
the charity event only because he was Freya's brother. However, the upper class
in Canberra ostracized and looked down on him.

At the event, people only glanced at him from afar, not even bothering to walk
up to him.

After Stacey hit him by accident and dirtied his suit, he found nothing interesting
about the event, so he left early. He did not even take a good look at Stacey’s
face. Never did he think that...

What was more, when Stacey was hired to work in Lynch Corporation, they were
still a small-scale company.

As a clever person, Forrest soon figured out the context of things.

It was not surprising for a woman to fall in love with him at first sight. After all,
many women in Melbourne’s gentry circle went after him of their own accord.

Nevertheless, having been betrayed and hurt by a woman before, he did not
believe in relationships.



“You should know that I only treat you as an ordinary subordinate,” Forrest said
frankly. “But as your family said, you saved me, and my family happened to be
urging me to get married. That was why | agreed to marry you. If you're expecting
me to be considerate, gentle, or romantic, I'm sorry because | might not be able
to do that for you.”

“It's alright. We can slowly build our relationship after we get married.” Stacey
looked up and smiled. “I've been working for you for a long time. Despite your
coldness, you look handsome, you don’t smoke, and you only drink for the sake of
socializing. Also, you don’t have any bad habits or are you fickle. You have many
plus points.”

She believed that their relationship as boss and subordinate would naturally
change after they became a married couple, slept together, and had a child
together in the Future.

She would slowly melt his heart over the course of time.

Forrest was stunned, and he pursed his lips without uttering a word.
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patient to the 7th floor for photo taking.”

All of a sudden, a nurse stuffed a sheet she was holding into Forrest’s hand.
“Wheel the patient there.”

Mokay.l'

Forrest hesitated for a few seconds before gently carrying Stacey onto the
wheelchair.

With her face stuck close to his chest, Stacey'’s face flushed red, and she lifted her
head, only to see Forrest’s face that was as cold as ever. He was not even looking
at her.

She felt dispirited, but she quickly comforted herself.
‘Take it slow. | have a whole lifetime to move him anyway.’

Given that Forrest was tall and strong, taking Stacey for a check-up was easy for
him.
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Half an hour later, he took Stacey back.
Mrs. Lynch and Mrs. Childs almost finished chatting with each other.

Forrest had something to deal with after. Hence, he left with Mrs. Lynch and sent
her home first. During the journey, Mrs. Lynch complained, “You should stay
there to spend more time with Stacey.”

“There's some work to deal with in the company.”

“All you care about is your company.” Mrs. Lynch said with disappointment,
“Stacey is so gentle and cute. Are you a block of ice?”

“I gave birth to you. You should know whether I'm a block of ice or not,” Forrest
refuted indifferently.

Mrs. Lynch rolled her eyes at him. “The Childs family is quite easy-going. It's up to
us to decide on the dowry. As for the house, they said their daughter can stay
with us since our villa has only been renovated not long ago or both of you can
live together. Anyhow, they had no objections but only one request. They want
us to be nice to Stacey and hold a grand wedding for her. Don’t upset her.”

Forrest nodded.

He had seen quite a number of his friends encountering a bunch of problems
when it came to matters related to weddings, houses, and dowries.

The Childs family was indeed reasonable in that aspect.

“This is the benefit of a well-matched marriage.” Mrs. Lynch said with a grin, “If
you find someone inferior to you, they might ask for something unreasonable.
It's not that we care about the money, but their greedy behavior will disgust us. If
you find someone who's too good, they might not care about the dowry we give
even if it's worth tens of millions of dollars. You know our fFamily’s condition.
We've just bought a house, and Lynch Corporation has just expanded to a large
industrial park. All these require cash flow, which we don’t even have a lot of

n

now.
Forrest's gaze drifted for a few seconds before he nodded.
He had thought those things over.

That was why he agreed to the marriage.

His parents would not approve of him dragging it on anyway.



Just as he was ready to head to the office after sending Mrs. Lynch home, he
suddenly received a call from his secretary. “Ohno, President Lynch. Sharon

Company just called me, saying that they want to terminate their contract with
us.”

“Didn’t we agree on a five-year contract? Why do they suddenly want to
terminate it?” Forrest’s tone turned cold.

“I'm not sure. They claimed that our products are not up to standard and that
they won't approve them. In any case, they want to terminate it.”
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