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“‘Madison, come on you know my family loves you. It's Mable’s birthday with
the whole family, she will ask about you if | come alone.”

“Ralph, babe...I know you. You need me there so that your mom won'’t scold
you for being such a player.” She teased making him laugh.

“Right! that’s exactly why I’'m making us official with them. I'm telling the whole
family that I'm with you, so that...”

He wrapped his arm to her wal!st and pull her closer to his side. He has been
showing their newfound relationship for the past couple of weeks at the
campus.

“‘Ralph...I don’t know about that, | still think it's too soon.”

“‘Mmhh...I don’t care, you should know this by now. And I’'m not liking that
professor Hastings is still looking at you like he wants to have you for dinner.’

Madison took a deep breath and take his and on hers. “I'll talk to him
tomorrow when | see him in class, but honestly we haven’t talked much.”

“And, | don't like that you still talk to him even a just by little.” He pulled her in
for a quick k!ss before they parted when they got to her class and Ralph
needs to go to his.

“You two love birds looked like you're having such a good time.” Kendra was
to her side and Madison couldn’t believe that she was stuck with Ralph’s ex
for the rest of the lecture.

She contemplated moving but the only way out of her seat was to pass half a
dozen students who are already seated to her side. And she didn’t want to
make a scene, so she cursed on the inside and stay put.

“Thank you.” Madison didn’t feel like having a chat with his ex, so she opens
her notes and pretended to listen to the lecturer.

It was not until the end of the lecture that Kendra left her a pink sticky note
with words that were going to haunt her until days later.



I’m pregnant.
It might be Ralph’s.

At least she was honest with the might be part. But still, the knowledge that he
could be a dad to another woman’s child was messing with her head all
through the rest of her classes.

What will Kendra do with her pregnancy? will she keep it? will she tell the
would-be baby daddy? will Ralph get back to her?

All the questions were assuring her that she was doomed for a relationship.
That she should’ve not start anything with Ralph and now that her walls were
down the hurt was slicing her insides and made her hide in the bathroom until
she decided to go home early from campus.

She was looking out her apartment windows, thinking how she would tell him
about the news. Then she thought maybe she didn’t have to. Maybe Kendra
had already told him and he was with her taking responsibility, handling the
issue.

Hundreds of worst scenarios played through her mind. And it was fvcking her
mind, she was hating the fact. She didn’t even know how to move on if it was
his child that Kendra was carrying. She didn’t know how she would feel seeing
Ralph marry Kendra and...

She was wiping her tears when Ralph entered her apartment with his spare
key.

“‘Maddie? are you okay? what happened?”

Ralph saw her reddening eyes and her still we.t cheeks. She didn’t say
anything, she just pulled him down and wrapped her arms around his body.

“‘Madison baby, you’re scaring me. What is it?”
“Just h.ug me, | want to feel you a little bit longer.”

Ralph pulled her into his embrace, he didn’t like what she was referring to by a
little bit longer.



Where is she going?

His mind was starting to wonder, while her arms rubbed his back and
snuggling closer to him.

“I love you...” she whispered lowly.

“‘Madison, talk to me, baby.” He holds her face and k!ssed her temple.

‘| saw Kendra, she sat next to me.”

He instinctively backed away, waiting on the bomb that she was about to drop.
With the mention of Kendra’'s name, Ralph knew right away that she had hurt

Madison.

Though in a way he was glad that it had nothing to do with her sickness.
Cause he was sure that he didn’t see dark shadows anywhere near her.

“We didn’t chat, but she gave me this.”

Then he looked at the pink sticky note and realized that he was wrong, it was
much worse.

“Maddie, babe...”

He didn’t know what to say, knowing that nothing he says would make it any
better. Not until he knows the truth, not until he talk to Kendra.

“‘Hold me, before you go to her. Give me a little more time.”

He didn’t want to leave her. Ever. But he needs to know the truth, she needs
to know.

“'m not...” he tried to say but she puts her finger on his I!ps.

“You will do what you need to do. You will do what'’s right.”

She said with certainty, knowing that it was exactly what her parents did with
her. She was the unwanted child, accidentally conceived making them

trapped for life.

And that day she was witnessing the repet!tion of her doomed life.



Madison stayed in his arms until she finally gets up and went to her room. He
was still sitting and holding the pink sticky note, then he snapped out of his
thoughts within seconds and decides that he was going to go straight to
Kendra’s.

Ralph was being smart, he knows from his brothers that you can have a
paternity test even when the baby hasn’t been born yet. Larry his oldest
brother lectures him one day on how to be careful with women.

He checked the nearest hospital and set up an appointment with a
gynecologist for Kendra. Thankfully there was a cancellation and they were
scheduled for that hour.

Ralph wanted it done quickly, he needs to rip the bandage and didn’t want his
Madison to dwell too long on the what-ifs.

Though he was hoping that it was not his, he needs to be sure.

“‘Ralph? what are you doing here?” she was half-n.aked in a man’s shirt
opening her door after he was knocking practically banging her door for the
last fifteen minutes.

“You're fvcking? you're pregnant but you’re fvcking other guys?! what the fvck,
Kendra!”

“Dude! what’s your problem?!” then he saw Brian in his boxers and was about
to stand up for his current se.xual partner.

Ralph didn’t say anything instead he showed him the sticky note with Kendra’s
handwriting on it.

“Fvck...”

“You think?!” Ralph questioned him a bit too harshly.

Kendra was teary as she felt humiliated by the two men in front of her.
‘Damn it, Kendra! how could you?!” Brian shouted as he puts on his pants.

While Ralph told her to go get dressed. He was taking her to see a doctor
telling her that she needs to see a gynecologist to check on her pregnancy.



“Just go Brian, and start counting. The baby might be yours too.” Ralph
shrugged when Kendra left him alone with Brian, the frat boy wanna be
famous football athlete.

Brian looked at him in horror and asked him the stupidest question. “What are
we going to do about it?”

“We? I’'m taking her for a paternity test.” Ralph looked at the pale clueless guy
with pity in his eyes as Ralph was sure that he was not the only daddy on the
list, the jock must’ve just did a quick count and realized he might be the daddy
too.

“‘Look, I’'m not suggesting that you should come. She might get embarrassed
as she did just now. Let me take her, then you can set another appointment
with another doctor with her. Do your homework before, google stuff you need
to know.”

Brian nodded and left her place without even saying goodbye to Kendra.

“Where’s...” Kendra was about to ask when she was dressed and ready to go
with Ralph.

“‘He’s gone, he’s counting his days.”

She looked at Ralph and about to say something more when he cuts her
words and opened the door for her.

“Look Kendra, let’s do this now | don’t want to wait nine months to know if I'm
the father or not.”

‘I thought,”

“We’'re not going to play house, Kendra. | love Madison. I’'m doing this to ease
her mind. | think I’'m not the dad, but you never know. So, let’s go.”

Ralph knows he has always played it safe, but anything could happen. And
Kendra is still a woman, he needs to be a man and take responsibility for his
action.
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They arrived at the hospital where Ralph had made the appointment for
Kendra. She looked uncomfortable, but he was annoyed already and his mind
was thinking and hoping that he was not the dad.

The doctor explained both about the paternity test and had the nurse set a kit
for them. But first Kendra was told to lay back for an ultrasound. She looked
really nervous and Ralph finally pitied her and hold her hand.

What he didn’t expect was that she actually sobbed when she saw the image
and hear the baby’s heartbeat.

“It's very common for young mothers to be overwhelmed with the feelings.”
The doctor was very patient with Kendra, while the nurse was handing her
tissue to wipe her tears.

“I will provide you with the prenatal vitamins, and now we can start with the
paternity test.”

The bl0O0d test result will be available after seven days. Ralph cursed on the
inside thinking now he has to wait for another seven days.

He dropped Kendra back at her apartment, then went straight to Maddie’s.
“Hey,”

She grabbed him the moment she opens her door for him.

“Madison...I'm not going anywhere.”

“When?” she asked knowing that Ralph had texted her when he was taking
Kendra for a paternity test.

“‘Seven days.”
“Oh...”

“Hey, it's not that long.” He lied through his teeth. It felt like forever and it has
only been a couple of hours. While all he wants was for the drama to get over
with as soon as possible.

“l guess not.”



“Come on, how about we go out and look for a present for Mable? Let’s forget
about it for a while.”

“Okay, let me go get changed.”

That afternoon they went to the mall, they didn’t talk much and went home
straight after they found a present for Mable.

Meanwhile, Kendra was having a hard time dealing with her pregnancy. She
was still in shock when later that night Brian came to see her.

“Hey, sorry about leaving this morning.” The infamous frat boy greeted her.

“It's okay.” She smiled at him, though her mind was still thinking about the little
baby that was growing inside of her.

“l got you dinner,” he showed her the takeaway baggie.
“Thanks...”

“‘Hey, I'm really sorry. | was such a j.erk.” He put their dinner on the kitchen
counter and pulled her close. She looked like she needed a h.ug, and that
was the least he could do.

He knows he went bare a couple of times with her, he was so stupid thinking
that she was telling the truth about taking her pills.

But then Ralph told him to google everything, and that was when he found out
that she could still get pregnant if at one time she forgets to take the pills. She
could be carrying his kid.

“Brian, you don’t have to play nice with me.”

Kendra was feeling down right after Ralph ditched her to go to his girlfriend.
She knows he has always been in love with Madison, but she thought she
could make him love her with time.

She liked Ralph. He was the nicest guy she had ever met that didn’t treat her
less because of her family. Kendra knows he’s from a very wealthy family and
girls flocked to his side mainly because of that. But not her, Kendra liked him
just because he’s Ralph.



“Come on you gotta eat, for the baby,” Brian said k!ssing her temple.

She sighed and sit, and let him prepared their dinner while she was still not
feeling it. Then she felt bad when the smell of her favorite Kung Pao chicken
was making her want to throw up.

It was the first time she ever experienced the so-called morning sickness then
it dawns on her, that she was really pregnant and in deep trouble. She cried
on the bathroom floor after she throws up, and Brian picked her up, help her
get clean then carried her to the bedroom.

“I'll go buy as some bread, stay... don’t fall asleep on me.”

Kendra didn’t say anything, she just shed more tears because she had always
been such a b!tch to Brian and at that time he was the only one who was
there for her.

“‘Hey, come on... everything would be just fine.”

Brian lied, he was scared sh'tless watching her throw up because of the food
he brought. That day everything turned upside down, the memory of his sister
Evelyn was still fresh in his mind.

He didn’t want Kendra to end up like his older sister who was found dead after
taking too many sleeping pills because she was stressed out from her
pregnancy. Nobody in his family knows about her situation, and he was
supposed to be the closest one to her.

“‘How about | ordered your favorite cheese pizza?” he remembered she had
pizza yesterday and she didn’t throw up.

Kendra didn’t want to eat, she just wants to sleep so she just nodded and
snuggled in closer to him. She had been sleeping the moment Ralph left her,
her eyes were puffy from too much crying and she felt depressed and scared.

“Kendra?”

‘I don’t know how am | going to do this, Brian. My parents are going to disown

”

me.



Brian knows that Kendra came from a very religious and strict family. She has
always strapped for money, Brian always thought that’s why she latched on to
Ralph.

“We have time to figure it out, let’s do this one step at a time. Don’t overwhelm
yourself.” He pulled her close and took out his phone and ordered her the
pizza.

“Why?”
“Why what?” he smiled and let her rest to his c.hest.

‘I haven’t exactly been nice to you, | mean aside from the se.x we’ve never
been close.”

Brian finally sighed and told her.
“My sister, she passed away because no one was there for her...”

Kendra was hating the fact that she was just a pity case. Her tears fall thinking
why would nobody truly love her for who she was.

“‘Hey, come on now...” Brian felt her tears on his arm, then he cupped her
face and k!ssed her gently. His action surprised him, but then he carries on
k!ssing her and deepen the k!ss when he felt her hands circled to his
shoulder, pulling him down for a more passionate k!ss.

“I'm sorry, | shouldn’t.” She pulled back and felt ashamed about what had just
happened.

“Kendra, don't...l k!ssed you first.” He looked at her deeply and rubbed her
still we.t cheek softly.

She was about to say more when her door was buzzed and Brian was quick
to tell her it was probably the Pizza guy.

That night she successfully ate the pizza and Brian decided to spend the night
and hold her, while she lets him and lay closer taking in his warmth and
basked in his manly scent.

That night, Brian who had always been an annoyance to her managed to be
her knight and gave her the one thing she needed the most.



Companion.
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“Dude, you look like you have a lot on your mind. What’'s up?”

Tyler, his oldest brother asked as they were both waiting for their other sibling
Larry to arrive. Dale was not coming as always. Ralph was meeting them at
Players for one of their brotherly night out.

“Madison,” Ralph replied lowly.
“Oh boy...” Tyler shook his head.

“You have been in love with that girl for ages.” Larry joined in and sits next to
Ralph.

Ralph was reluctant to leave Madison alone, but he knows her too well. She
needed her alone time, she would probably bury herself in her books. Lately,
she has been buying inner demon kind of stuff books, he would look at her
new book collection shelf and judged her, teasing her and she would pout at
him.

But he knows it was because of her near-death experience. Shani called him
just yesterday telling Ralph that his girl, Madison called her to have a chat.
She said it was nothing serious saying Maddie just needed someone to talk to
while discussing her books with Shani.

“Yeah, well...we’re a couple now. Sort of...”
“‘Huh?” Tyler raised his eyebrow questioning him.

“Bro, you’re either a couple or you’re not,” Larry said after he calls the waiter
for their usual round of drinks.

“Yeah...l know.” Ralph replied as he takes his glass and gulped down his beer
as if he was just back from the desert.

“Well, should | get you a stronger drink then?” Larry asked looking a bit
concerned with his little brother.



Tyler was busy with his phone and told Larry to go ahead and order them a
round of shots and some snacks.

But then grOaned when Larry was already busy fllrting with a woman next to
their seats.

“Larry, could you be more accommodating to your baby brother? you already
have a steady fvck buddy, come on...” Tyler slapped the back of his head and
Larry squints back at him.

“‘Dude, just because you can'’t fllrt doesn’t mean | can’t.” He winked at the
se.xy waiter that had just served their order.

“So Ralph, I'd say enjoy what life is giving you. Not like our brother who's
getting old and our mommy dearest decided that she wants more grandkids.”

Ralph laughed at Larry’s words and start munching on their snacks.

“But seriously, take her to Mable’s birthday let me whispered some good
words for you.”

“‘Dude, I'm not letting her alone with you.”

It was still fresh on his mind when Larry snatch his high school hook-up
minutes after he left his brother alone with her.

“‘Aww, don’t tell me that you're still mad about that blonde bombshell?”

Ralph couldn’t remember her name, but the possibility of Maddie being
snatched by Larry didn’t amuse him.

“Not about her, just don’t mess with Madison.”

“Your Madison is safe, I'll guard her with my life.” Larry joked while Tyler was
back to being busy with his phone.

That night was spent with too much drinking, and too much fl!rting. Ralph
smelled like a woman’s perfume and he was beyond horny from all the
previous fl!rting with their female companion.

“‘My woman is waiting for me, I'm here for my brothers...” he explained when
the woman in front of him was coming on too strong.



“Such a shame, | hope she realized what a catch you are.”

She smile sweetly when Ralph excused himself moments after they decided
to end the night. Both of his brothers went back with a woman in their arms,
while Ralph politely declines the se.xy brunette.

He arrived at his place drunk, alone, and too early from his usual night out.
Madison was still awake and alert when the usual key chain jiggle reaches her
hearing.

She put down her book, pull away from her blanket, and got up from her
couch. She was in her tank top and short shorts, her feet were covered in her
favorite pink fluffy socks for extra comfort.

“‘Ralph? | thought you won’t be back till later...”

Ralph had told her earlier that he was meeting his brothers for drinks, and
after the ordeal with Kendra, she thought that he needed his time with his
brothers. Maybe they could shed some light and give him some insights, she
reasoned. It was still two more days before the big reveal and they have been
very tense ever since.

“'m exclusively yours Madison, that’s why I'm home right after the drinks. You
look beautiful by the way.”

Her heart warmed to his words, but then she smelled the sweet women’s
perfume.

“Yeah? well, you didn’t smell like the guys.”

She was helping him with his keys like always, then was about to leave him
when she was taken behind his door and caged between his arms.

“Don’t fvcking tell me that you smelled my brothers?!” he whispered his words
harshly and she shuddered when his warm breath tickles the sensitive spOt
just under her ear.

“l, never! Ralph, you’re drunk!”
She pushed him away but he didn’t budge.

“And you look so beautiful like always.” He softly said while cupping her face
k!ssed her. He was drunk and extremely hard below the belt.



“Ralph...”

They haven’t had se.x since Kendra’s sticky note tragedy. And it was making
them both more agitated than they already were.

Madison was letting him touch her because she was as hungry as Ralph was.
His hands roamed her body and play with her already hard n!pples.

“You’re too se.xy baby,”

It wasn’t long until her top was off and he was nibbling on her perked n!pples.
His hand holds her wrists above her head and she was mOaning his name in
seconds.

“‘Ralph, we... can’t...”
She was referring to not having se.x until the result was in.

“We won't, I...just need... to let my... frustrations... out.” He llcked her ear as
his other hand reached into her shorts and travel between her legs and
caressed the we.tness between her legs.

“You're so fvcking we.t baby.” He said grinding his d!ck to her th!ghs.

“Touch me, please...” he pleaded, and she mOaned when he played her while
s.ucking on her throat. She was drunk from his k!sses and she hurriedly
unbuckles him and slipped her hands and stroke his length making him
cursed.

‘I missed you, Madison...so much.” He k!ssed her deeply and moved her to
straddle him on his couch.

He easily pulled down her shorts and slid them off. She was holding on to his
shoulder when his I'ps were to her we.tness. She gasped when his hands
hold her bare a.ss firmly and k!ssed her deeper.

‘Ralph, oh my...”

He h.ugged her wal!st and rest back on the couch taking her with him making
her mOan in excitement. His tongue pleasured her to the point where she was
closing in on her climax. Her hands were to his hair, while she was praising
his name in a very se.xy mOan. He was beyond hard and so drunk from
l.usting for his Madison.



She was about to climax when he pulled her down with him as he lay back to
the couch. He kept on devouring her, keeping her body still. Madison was
n.aked and exposed, riding his face while he was still fully clothed.

There was something se.xy about his primal needs to have her and she was
feeling his urges, the desire was so great that she climaxes hard and slumped
to his c.hest as her legs gave up on her.

‘I love you...” he said when she k!ssed him deeply, tasting herself.

Madison said it back while trailing her k!sses to his neck and her hands
roamed his body and start unb.uttoning his shirt. He cursed when she I'cked
and fllcked his n!pples playfully, while her other hand was stroking his length
and feeling his prec.um.

Ralph mOaned her name when she lowered down her k!sses and pulled his
pants off. She was l!cking his tip while her hand was stroking his length. He
mOaned louder when she deepthroats him and almost gagged when she lets
him set the pace.

“So close...so fvcking close...”
He finally burst when she stroke him faster and s.ucks him harder.
‘Damn...” he said breathlessly while pulling her close to him.

The young couple both rest in each other's embrace, knowing that in a couple
of days their relationship might change for the worst.
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Madison had been trying to calm him down since the previous night, Ralph
wouldn’t leave her side. And being with her somehow calmed him down. He
knows he was being selfish but he has been tearing up on the insides trying
not to think about what might happen.

“Ralph, everything is going to be okay.” Madison was pulling him in for a k!ss.

They were having their morning coffee, it has been the longest seven days of
their lives. Ralph was a trooper for the first couple of days, but nearing the D
day it was his turn to be the one who was freaking out.



‘I know, I love you. So much.” He klssed her back with so many feelings that
she was almost teary.

It could be their last intimate moment, if the baby was declared his then she
will need to step back. She had cried several times already whenever he left
her alone. Madison didn’t know how to handle herself when she had tasted
their true relationship.

She has been cursing their decision to break the friendship boundaries. But
she knows it was a done deal, and there was nothing that they could do to
make things better. They just need to face it.

And that day they were in each other’s arms trying to do just that. Up until
Ralph’s phone buzzed with an incoming text from Kendra.

‘I need to go.” He cupped his childhood friend’s face and k!ssed her softly.

‘I know... let me know, either way, soonest.” Her hand was to his handsome
face, the face that she had memorized for years, every adorable freckle, and
his beautiful piercing eyes that always look at her with so much adoration.

“I love you, Madison...no matter what the result is.”

“We will be together if it's meant to be, | love you too. So much more...” she
rests on his c.hest and inhaled his familiar scent.

This might be the last...

That morning she sobbed so hard moments after he left. All the memories of
their togetherness as a couple were rushing through her mind. Their intimate
moments, his sweet little caresses, and all the love they share.

Madison didn’t know how she was going to face his family tomorrow. She
didn’t know how she was going to smile at Mable’s birthday party if Ralph was
going to be the dad to Kendra's baby.

Feeling tired from all the crying, her eyes felt warm. She was not feeling so
good and decided to rest on her bed and put on a warm towel over her eyes.

Her phone was on silent and she overslept and didn’t know that Ralph had
called her mobile numerous times already. Not until she felt his warmth, as he



spooned her from behind. She was still feeling lethargic and decided to let him
cuddled her.

Madison thought she was dreaming when she heard his voice.

“‘Maddie, you’re a bit warm,” Ralph stated as he feels her forehead with the
back of his hand, after taking her towel and put it aside.

She was indeed not feeling very well, all the stress had acc.umulated and she
didn’t want to know the result. She just wanted Ralph to hold her for a little
while longer.

“Stay... hold me.” Her voice was small, but he needed to tell her the news.
‘I have...”

Madison cut his words when she turned around and snuggled into his
embrace. He sighed and pull her closer knowing that she needed him.

She was back to sleep in his arms, her breathing was steady until he falls
asleep h.ugging her in his arms.

“‘Ralph?” she was surprised when she woke up in his embrace. Madison didn’t
even realize that he would still be there.

“‘Hey, beautiful,”

“Tell me.” Her eyes were glassy as she felt her heartbreaking, she looked at
him deeply when he shook his head and told her that he was not the dad.

But she breakdown anyway, and he was there to hold her.

“I love you, Madison. I'm sorry for all of this.” Ralph whispered as he holds her
close in his arms.

“l love you too.”
She stayed still in his arms when he lowered himself down for a deep k!ss.
“So, we’re going to be okay tomorrow?”

“Yeah...” she smiled sweetly, the relief was so serene that she felt her life was
barrable once more.



“Let’s get out, have a proper lunch, buy more gifts for Mable. I'm feeling so
happy with my life at the moment.”

The two young couple was engrossed in each other’'s embrace. They didn’t
know that on another apartment complex Kendra was stressing out with the
result. She was truly hoping that Ralph would be the baby’s father.

And when she was left to dread about the baby issue once more, she was
considering that she would just forget about it and deal with the pregnancy
herself. At that moment she hated the fact that she has too many se.xual
partners that she couldn’t even know who the baby daddy is.

Her drive to be accepted by the opposite gender was making her craved for
male companions. And because of that, she was pregnant, alone, and totally
dumbfounded with what was going to happen with her life.

“Kendra?”
“Hey’”

She greeted the boyish handsome popular campus jock. Brian had called her
that morning knowing that it was the D day for the paternity result. Thought he
would call her and asked about it since Ralph texted him saying that the
paternity test stated that he was not the biological father. And after hearing
her, he knows that he needed to be with her.

“‘How are you?” he looked at her pale face and caresses her cheek.

“Brian, you don’t have to come here...” she backed away didn’t want to be the
needy woman just like she was with Ralph.

She didn’t want to feel the hurt of another man’s rejection. Again.
“Kendra...I'm here, you need to be with someone right now.”
“Why? you might not even be the biological da...”

He put a finger on her I'ps and told her to stop her words.

“I'm here for you now.” Brian pulled her in and she shed her tears.

“'m such a slut, | don’t even know who the dad is. | don’t know how I'm going
to go through with the pregnancy.”



“You’re not, look...take this one day at a time Kendra, | know you can do this.”

“Brian, I'm so embarrassed.” She backed away then looked at him shyly. He
was a bit taken back by her words, he didn’t think that she would think of
herself that way.

“‘Hey, come on... where’s the cheerful Kendra that | know?”

The campus jock holds her face and abruptly k!ssed her.

“Brian...”

“Sshh...come on, why don’t you sit here while | fix you some lunch.”

She didn’t reply but do as she was told thinking maybe his companionship
would be best at that time. Her mind wondered to her parents and the future
ahead of her, and she knows it was not looking good.

Her mom and dad would definitely disown her and cut her off the already
small allowance that she was living on, she wouldn’t even know where she’d
live once they know about her pregnancy.

She quickly wiped her tears when she couldn’t seem to stop herself from
crying. Kendra didn’t want Brian to know that she was hanging onto her life by
a thread. She had been so stressed out from the result that her vision was
getting blurry and at some stage, she finally blacked out while Brian was still
busy making her sandwich and have his back to her.

“Shit! Kendra, baby...wake up...”
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Brian panicked and decided to forget about their lunch and took her straight to
the ER.

He almost burst in fury but calm down when Kendra regained consciousness
as they were waiting in the Emergency Room.

“Brian, please calm down I'm okay.” Her words were throaty and she still
looked pale and those facts still worry him.



“No, you’re not okay.”

But she put her hand on his and gave him her reassuring smile and he
exhaled and k!ssed her forehead.

It took him the whole forty-five minutes of driving like a mad man and waiting
for the doctor until she was finally checked by one of the attending ER doctors
after the nurse took her vitals.

“You’re in too much stress, and with your pregnancy hormones and the high
bl00d pressure you fainted...”

The doctor explained more about her condition, and gave her vitamins, and
told her to take care of herself and the baby.

“Sir, she needs to rest. You need to take care of her, make sure she’s not
skipping any meals. Drinks lots of fluid. It's your first baby I’'m sure it can be
overwhelming, but you also need to take care of her.”

The doctor was oblivious to their status, he was assuming that Brian is the
father of the baby.

“He’s not...”

“Yes doctor, I'll watch her like a hawk. Do you hear that baby? Now, you gotta
listen to me.” He gave her his boyish smile and k!ssed her forehead like a true
couple.

She was teary, smiling back at him silently thanking him for being there for
her.

Kendra was under observation for two more hours where he bought her lunch
and waited until she finished her meal.

“Brian, you don’t have to be here. I'm fine, | can...”
Brian cut her words by spooning her the mashed potatoes.

“Even if I'm not the father, I'll help you out. You don’t have to do this alone.
Are you more comfortable if | take the paternity test?”

He asked as he spooned her another bite.



“But, why do you want the burden?”
“‘Hey, you're not a burden. We’'re friends, right? friends help each other right?”

The word friends didn’t quite sit well with her, but she was just glad that he
was there for her.

‘I don’t know what to say,”

Kendra didn’t believe her luck, she didn’t think that Brian the playboy jock
would want to help her. But that day he proved her wrong as he was there for
her the whole day and cater everything and didn’t leave her side until the next
day.

“I'm fine Brian,”

“Let me see your schedule and I'll match mine with yours so | can pick you up
and drive you back.”

He was looking handsome after his shower still shirtless only in his low-rise
jeans. Last night he went back to his place to get his stuff saying that he was
making sure that they won’t be late for school.

But Kendra didn’t think that he was thinking about preparing her breakfast and
making sure she was all set before they go to campus together.

Her classes went as usual and she was getting texts from Brian every hour
asking her about her feelings like a true stalker and it was making her smile.

Kendra was about to meet up with him when she saw Madison wrapped in
Ralph’s arm. They didn’t see her, they looked very much in love as if they
were back to being the happy couple once Kendra was out of the equation.

And that made her feeling so low, thinking how could she was discarded so
easily. She was feeling like a whOre, once used and thrown when another
woman had replaced her.

The young pregnant student was teary from the feelings, and she walked
faster while her eyes were getting blurry. She was high on emotion, she was
not feeling okay, and suddenly exhausted with her life and didn’t realize that
she was walking too fast, not looking to her left and right.



Her mind was feeling the shame, suddenly her parents were on her mind, all
the thoughts jumbled inside and she didn’t even see the car that was coming
fast almost hitting her if Brian didn’t get to her quickly grabbing her and pulling
her into his arms.

‘Don’t EVER do that again!” he shouted and hold her tightly in his arms, she
could feel his heart beating fast. But she was still in shock and didn’t say
anything and just stay still in his arms.

‘I want to go home. Tired.”

Brian was quick to carry her in his arms, a couple of students were looking at
them but they all mind their own business and carry on once everything back
to normal.

He was silent the whole way back to his place, he didn’t even consider going
back to hers. He was back to thinking about his sister Evelyn. The day he
found her was very traumatic for him, and it was all coming back when he saw
Kendra was walking into traffic looking distressed.

“‘Promised me you won’t do it again?”

He finally asked when they reached his luxurious bachelor pad. Kendra knows
that Brian came from a wealthy family, but she didn’t think he was that loaded.

And in the middle of all the grandeur, she was feeling small, more unworthy of
his companion, she was not okay. With everything.

“Kendra!”

He yelled at her trying to get through to her, and all she could do was shed
more tears and he finally took her face in his hand and k!ssed her. Brian was
rattled to the bones, and he was feeling things he shouldn’t. All the
complications that he didn’t need but he couldn’t seem to shake off.

“Please, don’t do this to yourself. The baby. Please give it a chance. I'm here
for you. I...I don’t know if you...I’'m feeling things for you... Kendra, baby
please...”

He cupped her face and k!ssed her slowly while Kendra didn’t know how to
reply to his confession. She didn’t believe him, not one bit. She was feeling so
small, like she was nothing, not even to Brian.



“You don’t have to Brian, it's okay. I'm okay...”

Kendra was exhausted with her life, she was feeling the helplessness. All she
wanted was to take a very long sleep, she didn’t know how she was going
to...

“Kendra, | don't like seeing you like this.”

“Brian, you deserved better.”

“You think? guess what? all | want is you!”

His words were too corny, even for the se.xy school jock Brian and it actually
made her tugged her Il!ps upwards and let out a burst of small laughter.

And when she did, he sees the most beautiful-looking woman. He didn’t
understand why he didn’t see the real her until that beautiful warm afternoon.

“Stay with me, I'll take care of you.”

His words were firm, while he was looking at her intensely. And at that
moment she knows she was falling for him. Deeper than the so-called love
she felt for Ralph.



