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Kazuo took the opportunity to lecture Ono, “There are no orders. | dropped by to check
this place and see if all of you were being complacent. You must always be on your
guard as outlanders in Chanaea!”

“Yes, Mr. Kawaguchi. You're absolutely right!” Ono replied faithfully. Kazuo added, “I'm
bringing a woman here in a couple of days. Keep a close eye on her.”

‘A woman?” Stunned, Ono said, “Mr. Kawaguchi, women are forbidden from this cave,
as are Chanaeans. It’s an iron-clad rule.” “| know that, but this woman is vital to our
research. | can’t take her back to Jetroina, so we can only keep her here,” explained
Kazuo.

Ono’s curiosity was piqued. He asked, “Who is this woman? Why are you so interested
in her, Mr. Kawaguchi?”

“You id*ot...” Kazuo trailed off with a frown. “You don’t deserve to know that.” Ever the
obedient follower, Ono nodded eagerly and replied, “Understood!”

Kazuo only spent a day at the secret base before leaving. However, he left alone.
Meanwhile, over ten men stood in the middle of a square at Deragon Sect,
Jadeborough.

They were all skilled fighters brimming with vigor. Nearby, Godrick said to Kai, “I've
selected these men based on your requirements, Kai.”

Kai nodded and replied, “In this case, quality is better than quantity. I trust you have
briefed them on what to do?”

Good. We'll leave now. When we return, | hope you would have become a Top
Level Martial Arts Marquis.” Kai clapped Godrick on the shoulder encouragingly.

Godrick asked curiously, “Where are we going. Kai? How can it boost one’s cultivation
progress so rapidly?” Kai shot him a faint smile in response. “You'll find out when we get
there!”

Then, he led Godrick and the other selected men to Encanta Island. The blood demon
statue, which still stood on the island, was a bottomless pool of spiritual energy.
Absorbing it would undoubtedly raise his peers’ cultivation speed immensely.

Kai had decided to help these gifted men to set foot in the heavenly realm. Unlike them,
Kai’s cultivation progress was not suppressed by the lack of spiritual energy in the




mundane world. Thus, he planned to use his blood to help them enter the heavenly
realm and avoid the repressive nature of the mundane world.

In the near future, celestials would reappear once their spiritual energies reawakened.
The martial arts world would then enter a slump. Kai wanted to act now and get a head
start.

That was why Kai had asked Godrick to select his most gifted men. Kai could not bring
everyone from Deragon Sect to the heavenly realm. That was simply impossible.

When Kai and the others finally arrived at Encanta Island, everyone was enchanted by
the surroundings. Godrick exclaimed, “Kai, is this the famed Encanta Island? It looks
just like what | imagine the heavens to be.”

Meanwhile, Norm had been on standby to greet Kai since learning of his visit. He
welcomed Kai into the palace and straight onto the throne. Kai asked, “Have you
observed anything. unusual about the statue while | was gone, Norm?”

“The statue hasn’t moved at all, Mr. Chance. The only thing is the statue is covered in
dew right after midnight, and we have no idea why!” answered Norm.

Kai furrowed his brows thoughtfully. “Dew collecting on the statue at night? Is it related
to the wet weather?”

Norm shook his head and replied, “No. The weather hasn’t changed, but dew has never
gathered on the statue like this before!” “That’s odd. Bring me to the status later in the
night!”

Kai wanted to see the situation for himself. After getting an update from Norm, he turned
to Godrick’s group and declared, “Get some rest. You can spend the next few days
familiarizing yourself with the island. | will teach you some new techniques after that.”
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Godrick led the rest of Deragon Sect away Instead of resting, Kai used his blood to
create pills that would free one from the shackles of the mundane world once one
consumed it.

Nearing midnight, Norm sought Kai and led him behind the palace. The land behind the
palace was still a pile of rubble like before. Kai stared at the mess as memories of his
old battles resurfaced in his mind.




The blood demon statue lay on the ground, devoid of its former might. Soon enough,
the clock struck midnight. The statue began emitting a faint glow, and drops of dew
seeped onto its surface.

Love Actually’s Joanna Page learns how funding from National Lottery players helps
bring people together this Christmas

Kai stepped forward and touched the statue. A dew drop was instantly absorbed into his
body, followed by a refreshing sensation, which he found immensely comforting.

He explained to Norm, “These dew drops are bursting with spiritual energy so don’t
waste them. Send some men to collect them!”

Though Kai did not know the reason behind this phenomenon, he knew without a doubt
that the dew drops were rich in spiritual energy.

Over the next few days, Godrick showed his men around Encanta Island, which went a
long way in helping them to relax. Kai busied himself creating pills and

eventually produced a batch of blood-red pills containing his own blood. Then, he
gathered Godrick and the others, instructing them to consume the pills.

The crimson color and bloody stench of the pills were repulsive, to say the least. Still, no
one dared to disobey Kai’s instructions, and they dutifully swallowed the pills.

Warmth coursed through their bodies almost instantly. They could feel some changes in
their meridians and even their blood.

Then, Kai’s spiritual sense took over the men’s consciences, and he began imparting
new techniques into their minds.

He declared to the crowd, “From now on, you must forget the cultivation techniques of
your past and focus on practicing these new techniques. Feel free to ask me for help if
you have any difficulties.”

“Yes, Mr. Chance!”

Their excitement was palpable as they headed off to cultivate under Kai’s instructions.

While they were cultivating, Kai spent most of his time absorbing the spiritual energy
from the blood demon statue.

The statue seemed to release spiritual energy every night which condensed into dew
drops. Kai had Norm collect all the dew drops for Godrick and his men.




And so they repeated this schedule during their stay on Encanta Island. Though Kai
was away from Jadeborough, the martial arts world remained peaceful. No one tried to
stir up trouble with Deragon Sect.

Lizbeth and the other young women had a smashing time at Crimson Palace.

They got along well and passed each day with joy and laughter. Their favorite moment
of the day was listening to Evangeline’s bizarre stories of the past.

Little did they know that Evangeline was recounting her personal experience instead of
passing on rumors she had heard. One day, the women gathered as usual for lunch.

Renee’s gaze swept over the group. When she noticed that Evangeline was missing,
she asked, “Where’s Evangeline? I'm still waiting for her story on immortals...”

“Perhaps she’s busy. Let’s not wait for her. She’s quite mysterious sometimes, don’t you
think?” replied Lizbeth. Everyone shrugged off Evangeline’s absence and dug into
lunch.

They were blissfully unaware that Evangeline was in a car speeding away from
Jadeborough. Her eyes were shut, and she looked pallid. The driver of the car was
none other than Kazuo.

He drove for hours and only came to a stop around midnight. Then, he pulled
Evangeline out of the car and dragged her into a dense forest.

Evangeline had woken up by then. She did not. panic after seeing Kazuo. Meanwhile,
Kazuo heaved a sigh of relief once he led Evangeline all the way to the secret samurai
base.
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Ono spotted Kazuo’s return and asked hastily, “Mr. Kawaguchi, where should we house
this woman?” Kazuo replied, “Da*n it. This woman is incredibly powerful. Lock her in the
Category A prison cell!”

Ono nodded and summoned some men to bring Evangeline to the prison cells. In the
meantime, Kazuo whipped off his shirt, revealing a ghastly wound across his shoulder.
He stared at the wound, his gaze brimming with ferocity.

After cleaning up the wound, Kazuo headed to the prison cells. When he arrived, he
waved Ono and the others away, announcing, “Everyone, get out. | have something to
say to her!”




Kazuo came to a stop before Evangeline’s jail cell, which was shrouded in an arcane
array designed to suppress the abilities of its prisoner. Still, Evangeline did not display
the slightest hint of panic as she came face-to-face with Kazuo.

“Who are you? Why do you know secret witchcraft from thousands of years ago? Did
you reincarnate in a new body? Or are you possessed by an ancient spirit?” demanded
Kazuo.

Disdain flitted across Evangeline’s features as she returned, “I won't tell you who | am.
You can investigate my background if you want to know more!”

Kazuo narrowed his eyes dangerously just as a cloud of spiritual sense enveloped
Evangeline.

Just as the spiritual sense darted into Evangeline’s body, it was immediately shattered
by some force within her body. Stunned, Kazuo jumped backward and stammered, “W-
Why isn’t your ability suppressed?”

Evangeline smirked and drawled, “These little tricks can hardly affect me.”

Her body housed the soul of the holy maiden from Lunarius Palace thousands of years
ago. Kazuo’s attempt to infiltrate Evangeline’s body with his spiritual sense was
practically a joke.

The holy maiden’s ability was halved under the repression of the energy of heaven and
earth. That was the only reason Kazuo succeeded in catching Evangeline.

Still, she was not frightened. Even if Kazuo caught her, he would certainly have a tough
time trying to kill her. Kazuo glared at Evangeline for a moment longer before turning
away in resignation.

He reminded Ono, “Keep a close eye on her. Do not let her escape. And no one is
allowed near her. If anyone’s stupid enough to disobey my orders, they’ll have it
coming.”

Kazuo planned to return to Jetroina and seek out a Soul Searching Master. His
interaction with Evangeline gave him clues about the presence of a powerful spirit within
her body.

The spirit had likely been around for thousands of years. He was no match for such a
powerful” entity and would need all the help he could get.

Soon, Kazuo left Chanaea with some backup and returned to Jetroina. Meanwhile,
Lizbeth, Cecilia, and the others began fretting over Evangeline’s disappearance.




They had not seen the hide or hair of Evangeline for days. Everyone in Deragon Sect
joined the search efforts, along with the Gunderson family.

Alas, no one knew Evangeline’s true identity, which hampered their investigation. Only
Fernando knew about the holy maiden in Evangeline’s body, yet he dared not tell
Chester about it.

| can only hope for Kai to solve this! At that moment, Kai was fervently absorbing the
spiritual energy from the blood demon statue on Encanta Island.

The initial resistance of the statue had inexplicably disappeared, and its seemingly
unending pool of spiritual energy had become a valuable resource for Kai and Deragon
Sect’s members.

Almost a fortnight later, Kai had ascended to a Third Level Greater Martial Arts Marquis.
However, no matter how much time he devoted to cultivation afterward, he no longer felt
an improvement in his abilities.

He opened his eyes slowly and muttered, “It seems the spiritual energy in this statue
can no longer support my cultivation.”

He froze in shock as his gaze landed on the blood demon statue. It was covered in a
dense network of cracks, and it looked as if it would crumble at any moment.
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“This stone statue doesn’t look like it’ll last long. There’s no saying whether it'll manage
to hold out until the others break through to become Martial Arts Marquises.”

Kai rose to his feet and left the forbidden. ground. When Norm saw Kai walking out, he
hurried forward respectfully and called out, “Mr. Chance.”

“‘How are the others getting along in their cultivation? Do dew drops still form on the
statue every night?” Kai asked Norm.

“The others are cultivating at a steady pace. As for the dew on the statue, it has
significantly increased over the past few days,” Norm replied.

Kai nodded in response. Then, he went to check on Godrick and the others. Upon
observing their cultivation progress, he felt rather pleased.

However, he was just about to walk out of the palace and take a stroll when a sense of
foreboding washed over him. Oh shit....




Cursing silently, he turned to Norm and excused himself before rushing back to
Jadeborough.

There was a connection between Evangeline and Kai. While at the Gunderson family
estate, Chester had asked Kai to plant a spiritual sense within Evangeline’s body to
make her follow Kai all the time.

Although Evangeline had the holy maiden’s soul inside her body and no longer needed
to stay by Kai’s side, there was still a connection between the spiritual sense and him.

Now that she was imprisoned, he could sense it as soon as he walked out. Upon his
return to Jadeborough, Lizbeth and the others surrounded him immediately when they
saw him. The gaggle of ladies started chattering away to him.

“That’s enough. You don’t have to say anything more. | already know about it,” he said
while waving his hand. After saying that, he left Crimson Palace and headed for the
Gunderson residence.

| need to speak to Fernando and get a clear explanation of what happened. There are
some things that Lizbeth and the other ladies can’t explain clearly.

Meanwhile, Fernando was on pins and needles. I'm well aware of Evangeline’s identity.
Should misfortune happen to befall her, | won’t be able to explain things!

As he was fretting over the matter, Astrid opened the door and said, “Dad, Kai is here.”
As soon as Fernando heard that, he dashed out the door to welcome Kali.

“Mr. Chance, you're back. Evan-" Without waiting for him to finish speaking, Kai cut him
off with a wave of his hand and said, “| know. Let’s talk inside.”

Fernando nodded. Then, he said to Astrid, “Get” someone to stand guard by the door.
No one is allowed to enter.”

With that, he followed Kai into the room and closed the door. Still worried that it was
unsafe, Fernando waved his hand and instantly enveloped them with teleportation
magecratft.

Kai turned to Fernando and asked, “Mr. Gunderson, what happened to Evangeline?
How could a full-grown person like her suddenly go missing? Also, she’s rather skilled.
Theoretically, it'd be impossible for someone to attack her. However, | can sense that
she’s in danger.”

‘I don’t have a clue either, Mr. Chance. | only learned of her disappearance after Ms.
Grange informed me about it. I've no idea how I'll explain this to Great Elder,” Fernando
replied with a look of dismay.




“Calm down, Mr. Gunderson. Evangeline isn’t in mortal danger for now. | can sense
she’s being restrained, but | can’t figure out her exact location. Would the Gunderson
family have any way of finding out where she is? That'd make it easier for us to rescue
her.”

The reason Kai had come looking for Fernando was to discover Evangeline’s
whereabouts. Even though his spiritual sense was still in Evangeline’s body, he could
not pinpoint her location.

“Uh... ’'m not sure about that. Even if there were a way, only Great Elder would know,”
Fernando answered. “In that case, take me to the secret realm so we can find him and
ask him. There’s no time to lose.”

Kai was worried Evangeline’s life would be in danger the longer they delayed it. If
anything happens to Evangeline, not only will we lose her, but the holy maiden’s soul in
her will also disappear.




