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Lamar approached Kai and reminded him, “Today is the final day of the
competition. Aren’t you making a move? If you don'’t take action, you won’t win
three matches. In that case,. Zahrin Sect will take over most of the resources
from the Gunderson family.”

‘Lamar, Mr. Chance has just recovered and isn't fit for the competition. It
doesn’t matter if we lose. The Gunderson family will uphold its words and give
up the resources,” Chester replied on Kai’s behalf.

“That’s good. I'm relieved to hear that.” Lamar then left the scene with a smug
expression. Unwilling to give away the resources without putting up a fight,
Kai suggested, “Great Elder, why don’t we-”

Before he completed his sentence, however, Chester interrupted, “Mr.
Chance, your health is of utmost importance. Those resources are just a trivial
matter. If we lose them, we can always find alternatives.”

Kai nodded in agreement. Now that he had. control over the demon beasts in
Demon Beast Mountain, he could gift some beast core to the Gunderson
family.

“ Kai, after the Secret Realm Conference has ended, I'll bring you to the Gate
of Thunder for a visit. Our realm is even more powerful than the Gate of Fire,”
Hailey offered.

Kai wanted to accept Hailey’s invitation. After all, his main purpose for
befriending her was to access Violet Cloud Palace to find out more about his
mother. However, after the Secret Realm Conference

concluded, he needed to return to the mundane world to resolve unfinished
business. Josephine and the others were still trapped in Divine Quest Sect’s
secret realm, and he had to find a way to rescue them.

Additionally, he had to make a trip to the hidden realm, and he was armed
with an ancient ruins map that could potentially enhance his power.

Only by attaining greater strength would Kai be capable of traversing the Eight
Major Secret Realms. Even if he were to venture to Violet Cloud Palace at this



moment and uncover the truth about his mother’'s whereabouts, he wasn’t
confident of rescuing her successfully.

Hence, he decided to reject Hailey’s invitation. “Perhaps we can visit the place
in due time. Once the Secret Realm Conference concludes, | must return to
the mundane world as I've some unfinished business.”

“All right, then. Once you’re done with your tasks, make sure to find me. I'll
share with you the entrance location and the incantation for the Gate of
Thunder,” Hailey whispered into Kai’s ear, sharing the valuable information
with him.

Knowing the entrance location and incantation was crucial for any secret
realm, and the fact that Hailey entrusted this knowledge to Kai indicated her
deep affection for him.

Claus grew increasingly envious as he saw Hailey and Kai chatting merrily.
With Sigwin’s ultimate victory, the Secret Realm Conference came to a close.
Once again, he claimed the top spot on the Supreme Honor Rankings.

However, Kai was the dark horse in this competition. Had he not been injured
and faced Sigwin, the final outcome would have been uncertain.

Although Kai’s cultivation level was not exceptionally high, the magical items
he possessed were impressive. The Dragon Bell, in particular, trapped the
demonic Windshadow, rendering him immobile and eventually reducing him to
a pulp. If Sigwin had been the one trapped within the Dragon Bell, the result
might have been the same.

“Mr. Yuchamore, the competition has ended. | believe it’s time to officially
announce the end of the Secret Realm Conference,” Angus said respectfully.
Quindon nodded as he stood on the elevated platform. He glanced at the
crowd before preparing to declare the end of the conference.

However, before he could speak, the ground began to shake. Suddenly, an
Immense vortex of spiritual energy emerged from the ground and into the sky.

Within the vortex, a mesmerizing dance of shimmering lights intertwined with
the roaring of chaotic currents. Waves of pure spiritual energy continued to
surge from within the vortex, leaving everyone awestruck as they felt the
purity of the energy.



“T-This signifies the opening of a new secret realm,” Chester exclaimed with
excitement.
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“A new secret realm?” Kai was puzzled. Aren’t these secret realms created
during the Celestial Battle? How could new secret realms suddenly appear?

Sensing the man’s confusion, Chester hurriedly explained, “Mr. Chance, these
secret realms are not fixed or immutable. With each new realm that opens up,
another one fades away.”

“‘But who is responsible for creating these new secret realms?” Kai inquired.
Chester shook his head. “That remains unknown. Every time a new secret
realm emerges, it is filled with extraordinary treasures and teeming with
spiritual energy. It's like a hidden paradise!”. After a short pause, he
continued, “So, conflicts will happen whenever a new secret realm emerges.”

There are skilled cultivators beyond the Eight Major Secret Realms capable of
creating these realms. They were likely the cultivators from Ethereal Realm
that the blood demon talked about.

“What’s Ethereal Realm like?” Kai mused, his curiosity piqued. Nonetheless,
he was well aware that his current abilities were inferior when compared to the
Eight Major Secret Realms. He wasn’t capable of venturing into the Ethereal
Realm at this point.

Everyone fixed their gaze on the sprawling black vortex. Within its swirling
depths lay an unknown expanse, concealing mysteries and potential perils.

After a moment of silence, Quindon said solemnly, “Everyone, the opening of
this new realm presents a tremendous opportunity for our Eight Major Secret
Realms. In the pursuit of exploration, | have made the decision to take the risk
and venture inside. | implore you all not to enter recklessly until my return.”

Even though he sounded to be concerned about the rest of the cultivators,
everyone understood his true intent. He wanted to secure the resources within
the new realm for himself. Being the first to enter would undoubtedly grant a
significant advantage.



Yet, the swirling currents and turbulent chaos within the black vortex held
untold dangers. Thus, being the first to enter also meant shouldering the
greatest risks.

Consequently, when Quindon proposed himself as the vanguard, no one
voiced any objections. With his entire spiritual power in motion, Quindon
created a protective shield around himself before slowly ascending toward the
dark vortex. The spectators watched nervously as he vanished into the vortex.

“‘Ahh!” However, a piercing scream shattered the silence as Quindon’s body
plummeted from the sky, resembling a marionette with severed strings. He
crashed heavily onto the ground, drenched in blood and covered in
lacerations reminiscent of knife wounds..

“‘Dad!” Aislin dashed forward to support Quindon to his feet.

“Mr. Yuchamore, what happened?” Angus asked. It was widely acknowledged
that Quindon was the most powerful cultivator present. Witnessing his
battered state immediately after entering the black vortex left many curious
about the ordeal he had faced.

“There’s a formidable power. The chaotic currents within the vortex were
overpowering. It's impossible to withstand the forces.” Quindon’s face turned
ashen, fear evident in his eyes. Everyone was stunned by his words. If
Quindon couldn’t penetrate the vortex, the prospect seemed futile for anyone
else.

A hushed silence settled over the crowd as all eyes remained fixated on the
black whirlpool, the crowd contemplating the unknown dangers lurking within.
Suddenly, a man spoke up. “I'll give it a try.”

With that, Kai leaped toward the swirling abyss. His Golem Body was
activated, encasing him in a luminous sheen of golden scales.

As he ventured into the vortex, an immense force surged into his being,
causing panic to well up within him as he desperately struggled to suppress it.

The draconic essence within Kai’s body began to radiate a brilliant light. A
golden dragon burst forth from his body, soaring and circling around him,
fending off the turbulent forces that surrounded him.



Simultaneously, within his body, a fiery phoenix spread its wings, engaging in
a fierce struggle against the invading power. Overwhelmed by the intense
confrontation within, the man’s vision suddenly went black, and he lost
consciousness, collapsing on the spot.
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Meanwhile, in the ocean near Kazillion Mountains, a pillar of water shot high
up into the clouds and stirred up huge waves. As the pillar of water came back
down, a vortex with a radius of dozens of meters formed on the ocean’s
surface.

The inside of the vortex was pitch-black and seemed bottomless. Naturally, a
bizarre phenomenon like this was bound to attract the attention of everyone in
the hidden realm.

They were all frozen in shock when they saw the bottomless vortex in the
middle of the ocean. Highly-concentrated spiritual energy emanated from the
vortex. It was so tempting that those who felt it couldn’t help but jump into the
vortex.

Yashur, who was dozens of miles away, had noticed the sudden change in
the atmosphere and came rushing over on an orca. His expression slid into a
frown when he saw the giant vortex and felt the spiritual energy coming out of
it.

“Did a hole open up in the secret realm?” he mumbled to himself. He could tell
that the spiritual energy was not from the mundane world. Only the secret
realm could have spiritual energy of such concentrations.

However, the entrances to each secret realm: were extremely well-hidden and
protected by arcane arrays. One would have to recite a password in order to
getin. If an entrance to a secret realm had appeared out of nowhere, then
there must have been an opening in said secret realm.

After taking a moment to think about it, Yashur hopped right into the vortex as
well. Kai was still unconscious inside the pitch- black vortex as the energy
within continued to attack him.



Fortunately for him, his body was well protected by the dragon and phoenix.
Otherwise, his body would have been reduced to a bloody pulp by then.
Suddenly, a bright pillar of light, that was as fast as lightning, appeared inside
the vortex and struck Kai.

Peering from the outside, all the onlookers caught a glimpse of a radiant burst
within the depths of the dark vortex. Yet, their bodies involuntarily trembled as
they sensed the formidable aura emanating from that luminous spectacle.

A derisive smirk played on Claus’s lips as he detected the formidable aura
exuded by the luminous light. “Hmph! Even the head of the Yuchamore family
couldn’t make it through the vortex. Kai must have a death wish to dive in
there! It’'s been so long, and if he hasn’t emerged yet, we can safely assume
he’s met his demise!” Hailey shot him an icy-cold glare. “Shut up! Kai won’t
die!”

Claus did not say anything in response, but his hatred toward Kai intensified
after that. Meanwhile, within the vortex, Kai’'s body remained unscathed
despite being struck by the pillar of light. However, the crystal skull housed
within his Storage Ring slipped out and began to levitate above him.

The presence of the crystal skull intensified the turbulence within the vortex. It
emitted a radiant glow as it gradually drew nearer to Kai’s chest.

With a final, dazzling glow, the crystal skull vanished. A second later,
something that resembled a tattoo of the crystal skull appeared on Kai’'s chest.

The energy flowing into Kai’s body was immediately absorbed by the tattoo of
the crystal skull. Kai slowly opened his eyes as the power inside him
disappeared, only to feel a sharp pain tearing through his chest.

His curiosity overcoming the pain, Kai’'s gaze shifted downward, and his eyes
widened in shock at the sight of the crystal skull tattoo etched onto his chest.

“What is happening?” Kai exclaimed in shock and confusion. Before he even
realized what was going on, however, his body had crashed onto a huge rock.

Kai felt as though his aura was being suppressed as his blood surged violently
through his veins. A few seconds later, he coughed up a mouthful of blood
that was pitch- black in color.



To his astonishment, the blood seeped through the giant rock it had landed
on, melting a hole as if it were acid. What the... What’s going on with my
body?
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After taking a moment to glance about, Kai confirmed that he was inside the
secret realm that had recently appeared. The spiritual energy in the secret
realm was incredibly pure, which gave Kai a soothing sensation all over his
body.

However, his own spiritual energy seemed to be suppressed by something, so
he could not unleash it at all. “Could it be due to this crystal skull tattoo?” Kai
mumbled to himself and tried to rip the affected chunk of skin off his chest.

Right as his fingers were about to make contact with the tattoo, the crystal
skull tattoo emitted a bright light that knocked his hand aside. “Hey! You
should consider yourself lucky that I’'m borrowing your body, young man! How
dare you try to get rid of me?”

An elderly man’s voice rang out inside Kai's head. Kai glanced about in shock
and asked loudly, “Who are you? Show yourself!”

“I'm on your chest! How could you not know who | am after taking my bones?
Had you not taken my bones away, | could have resurrected myself using this
secret realm! Right now, | can only borrow your body until you find me the
thing that | need. After that, | will leave your body for good!”

The elderly man’s voice rang out again. That was when Kai recalled seeing a
treasure map on top of the crystal skull inside his Storage Ring.

When he checked his Storage Ring, however, he realized that the crystal skull
was gone. It wasn’t until he took a closer look at the tattoo on his chest that he
realized it used to be the crystal skull.

“Who are you? | only took your bones out of curiosity. Also, there was a
treasure map on top of it!” Kai explained. “Who | am doesn’t matter. You
wouldn’t know me even if | told you my name anyway. Look, all you have to
do is locate the treasure according to the treasure map!” the elderly man,
Ranzoph, replied impatiently.



Kai was frozen in shock when he heard that. He never expected the treasure
map on the crystal skull to lead to the newly-opened secret realm.

Since Ranzoph refused to elaborate any further, Kai knew better than to press
on. However, he was not in his best condition, and he couldn’t help but feel a
sense of worry and doubt about what lay ahead.

“Are you the reason why | can’t fully utilize my spiritual energy?” Kai asked.
“What does that have to do with me? You can’t fully utilize your spiritual
energy because Heavenly Law is present in this secret realm. The Power of
Dragons and Phoenixes within you have yet to fully merge. That is why you
are restricted by Heavenly Law,” Ranzoph replied.

“The Power of Dragons and Phoenixes?” Kai frowned in confusion, only to
recall the phoenix that was inside his body before he passed out.

| only have the Power of Dragons within me, though! Since when did | also
have the power of a phoenix? Wait a minute... Could this be Feenix, whom |
encountered on Demon Beast Mountain? But | didn’t have any new powers in
my body when Feenix and | parted ways, so where is this newfound power
coming from?

As though Ranzoph had sensed Kai’s confusion, he added, “The power of
Dragons and Phoenixes is the result of the Power of Dragons merging with
the Power of Phoenixes! Don'’t tell me you're going to run away from your
responsibility after toying with her!”

Kai got even more confused after hearing what the elderly man said. Huh? |
don’t think | have done anything sexual with Feenix, though... Hold on... | had
a really nice dream while | was unconscious for a few days. | thought | was
doing it with Evangeline, but then | found out that it wasn’t her, so | assumed it
was just a dream.

Now that | think about it, it is very possible that | did it with Feenix... | must
have developed the power of Dragons and Phoenixes after doing it with
Feenix! The two powers probably didn’t have enough time to merge because
it was a very recent thing. The mere thought of having sex with Feenix while
unconscious made Kai feel extremely awkward.



