Mrs. Ashford last night and evident from the
dark circles under his eyes, he hadn't slept =~

since.

When Austin Hall came to do some work with
him in his suite, Liam's sole activity was just that
—— rolling over his messy bed and sighing in a

tragic manner.

Already used to his childish behavior, Austin
tried to work regardless, however, after yet
another dramatic sigh, his patience finally
vanished. With one annoyed movement, he
threw the pen on the table and shot his boss a
burning glare, "Mr. Bennett, what is wrong with
you today? Are you a Renaissance lady dumped
by her lover or something? What's with all this.

dramatic distress?" 2
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d you do thisttme’?" gl

~ Liam sighed again and rolled over to hlS baré Kl
spreading his limbs as if he were to start mf ! "_: ,’!

a snow angel. ‘g *’“’”,’.
“Kyle told her some nonsense about mé and | f‘i,“‘; i1k
when she started asking questions, [ got all '
defensive and came off as rude and suspicious. = 1
Now I think she would create a distance

between us because she doesn't trust me

anymore..."

Austin shook his head in disappointment and
returned to his tasks. "Don't be ridiculous, she
probably just took it as your usual antics. And to
be completely honest with you, she should have
distanced herself from you a long time ago. 'ma |

bit disappointed in her at this point” =+ '
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back up at him. The two of them tilted their

heads to the side almost in unison as if
questioning Mr. Bennett's sanity; while the latter
filled the room with another string of sighs once
again.

*hk

"I didn't expect you to call me up so soon. Not

gonna lie, I'm pleasantly surprised.’

Jason Sanson placed a glass of water back on the
restaurant table and curled his lips into a wide
grin, offering Samantha an excited expression.

Miss Blackwood was not in the mood to share




~ go unnoticed by those from Ric
surroundings. ‘

The man hid the envelope under the tabl"e{ \d
discreetly checked its contents, another,ély' i
smirk forming on his face. "You better bring me
more next time, this is barely enough to cover
the interest that I've added.”

Samantha answered through gritted teeth. "I'm
working on it, alright? Anyway, this is actually
not for the money I owe you, I need you to do

me a favor."

Jason leaned back in his chair and hid the
envelope inside his jacket. "So I see you are
finally taking me seriously, Sam. Probably the
smartest thing you've done so far. Alright, what

do you need?"




Samantha rolled her eyes. "That's why I reached
out to you. I don't need this to go to the media
they own. I want this to be a full-blown rumor
spread by people themselves. You know, talks,
speculations, mere gossip. No official or
removable traces left."

Jason scratched his chin, thinking about her
words. He did have some people who could

make certain rumors blow out, and with his girls
being in "relationships” with some influential
individuals, it wouldn't take a lot of time before
they spread these rumors to their wives; men
were even worse gossipers than women after all.
And if something were to go awry, he would have
yet another thing to hold over Samantha's head

and blackmail her with it.

Before he could agree, he decided

s,

thought your goal was to det




contribute to resolving the scanda'l'"la'té'r on
everyone will change their opinion of me which |
will only play into my hands." 1

‘Women are scary creatures when they have an

important goal in mind!" The man laughed and
clapped his hands theatrically. "I guess the
concept of survival of the fittest applies to you
more than to men in this day and age. When will
you girls learn to support one another instead of

trying to destroy yourselves?" 4

Still laughing, he rose to his feet and added,

"Alright. [ see what I can do. However, this is a
very delicate job so I will need more money in
another week. Only after [ get it, I'll set all the

wheels in motion."
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