emained clean and the scandal with his arrest
‘was buried, clearing his writer's reputation of
any unnecessary stains. 1

The day after, Elizabeth told Amelie that her
husband filed for a divorce but the division of
assets would be done quietly under the careful
guidance of their families because the two of
them had a proper marriage agreement that

separated both their businesses and money.

The joint wealth was to be divided equally by the

unanimous return of shares.

Amelie was happy and even a little envious that
her friend's situation was not as complicated as
hers and she didn't have to go through the
ordeal of separating their wealth.




ste: Yng hot coffee from the restaurant table
and shook her head. They finally were able to
meet for a cup of coffee after all the mess, but
now there were only three of them. 'l agree that
she was at fault but to think that she had to go
through this in such a nasty manner because

someone spread a rumor about her..."

"] still can't get over the fact that Daniel filed for

a divorce!” Lauren joined in the conversation.

"Do you guys remember the Mansfield family?

Their kids are all over the place; at least three of
them are from different mistresses and Julie is
known to sleep around too. Neither of them ever
talked about divorcing. Divorcing your

contracted partner... That is so rare even in this

day and age." !




divorcing Elizabeth; and neither does she. Her
family will definitely kick her out of their |
business and will force her to live on her
inheritance only because she needs to raise a
child, but her inheritance is enough to make
sure even her grandchildren have nothing to

worry about for generations to come.'

Amelie remained silent, slowly chewing on her
slice of cake while only half-listening to her

friends’ discussion.

She felt extremely bad for Lizzy while she also
couldn't help but [eel selfish about another thing
- once her divorce was finalized, she would
leave the country to start a new life with her

'I'm going to move
. Rl :




supported it.

If she, too, could, she would have left the

country and moved somewhere different,
somewhere new; away from all this mess; away
from Richard; away from that woman; away from
this life. :

*kk

Samantha carefully knocked on Richard's study
door and peeked inside as she slightly opened it.
"The maid said you were looking for me? I'm
sorry | didn't greet you when you came back, I
fell asleep while reading and--"

"Come in and take a seat”




one who spread the rumor about Elizabeth
Gilmore?" 1

Samantha's eyes rounded, betraying her real
emotions. A week had passed after the incident
at Kyle Marshall's party and since Richard never
mentioned it to her once after he promised to
take care of Johnathan Radcliffe, she was hoping =

that things would take their natural turn, but she

was very wrong.

“Uhm... I thought the matter had been already
resolved. Wasn't the rumor true in the end?
Wasn't that a good thing that her husband found
out about it?"

‘Just answer the question!" Richard finally
=

his voice, shuddering the atmosphere with his




that it was you who told him about that. So who

is a liar here?”

Samantha closed her eyes as if to fight back
tears but in reality, she got annoyed.

‘Damn, that idiot! He told me someone asked
him about the rumor and I gave him more
money for the trouble but he never told me it
was Richard! Fucking bastard screwed me over

again!’

‘Samantha?” Richard got tired of her silence but
Miss Blackwood had no idea how to explain
herself.

After a few moments of feverish contem
she sighed, regretting that sh:
her ace card until a b on




shouldn t have said bccausc of all thls l]bfmonag; i
change--" 1 e
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‘Hormonal change?" He raised his eyebrows in'| ; ‘
bewilderment. "What do you mean?"

Still smiling, Samantha rose to her feet, walked

up to the man's desk, held his hands between

her palms, and finally answered, "l didn't want to

tell you like this, but... well, when if not now. I'm

pregnant, Richard. I'm pregnant with your child" "2
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