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Michael’s voice suddenly turned serious. “Bayside University’s students are
specially selected from hundreds of thousands of candidates in Cethos yearly.
Training camp will allow the instructors to see a person’s qualities. Bayside
University wants to ensure that their graduates are true elites, so naturally, they
have to eliminate a certain group of people.”

He then dove into his point. “The marks allocation for training camp is very strict.
There are marks for teamwork, individual achievement, housekeeping, discipline,
formation, and there are even marks to be given for normal days and during
weekends. Your marks can be deducted from anywhere. Only a handful of
people can obtain full marks.

If a person performs excellently in every aspect, the other students will naturally
be jealous of him. The day before training camp ends, there will be another
session whereby all the training mates will score each other anonymously. In this
session, those who usually perform too excellently will lose some marks.

Thus, the handful of people who scored full marks are mostly the Fletchers,
because everyone knows that the Fletchers have people inside the military. They
could check who was the person who gave them low marks.”

D*mn, this is simply insane!

If they did not perform well, they would not score full marks. If they performed too
well, the other students would deduct their marks out of jealousy. Thus, only the
Fletchers had the ability to get full marks.
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Since someone had even placed a nail in Sophia’s shoes, that person would
surely give her a bad score.

Hence, only a person with an astonishing family background and superb
personal qualities could score full marks.

Sophia then suddenly asked, “Honey, then how much did you score in your
military training back then?” Michael graduated from Bayside University too, so
he surely had been through military training as well.

Michael let out a sigh. “95.5. I was too good-looking and I performed too well, so I
ended up stealing the spotlight. My teammates were too incompetent, and in the
final session, I was even given a bad score by a few losers.”

Sophia nearly asked Michael why he didn’t use the connections the Fletcher
family had to find out who the culprits were. However, Michael seemed to be
keeping his connection with the Fletcher Family a secret, so she decided against
asking him that question. She would settle with her knowledge of him being a
Fletcher.

She then continued pursuing the topic. “What about the teamwork marks and
individual marks? What should I do to score in these sections?”

Michael replied, “For the teamwork marks, it all depends on your overall
performance in the team during this one month. If the team doesn’t do well, it’ll
also be useless even if your individual performance is good.”

“What about the marks for housekeeping and discipline?”

“Housekeeping includes the arrangement of your barracks, rinsing cup, shoes
and personal belongings. It’ll also take into account the tidiness of your attire,
coat, belt and hair. Three best students will be selected yearly and three groups
with outstanding performances will receive special prizes.”



Michael seemed like he was very familiar with the rules of training camp. He
could explain almost every point and even let her in on some of the tips which the
instructors had kept from them. Sophia listened attentively, and even borrowed a
small notebook to jot them down. With that, the couple talked for the entire
afternoon.

They talked until five o’clock and it was about time for her to return to her
company to compete for dinner. Sophia suddenly remembered that Michael was
still overseas, so there was surely some time difference. She asked timidly,
“What time is it at your place?”

Michael replied, “It’s already 2 o’clock in the morning.”

It’s already two o’clock in the morning!

He was giving up on his sleep to chat with her.

Sophia was shocked. “Honey, then you better go and rest first. I have to compete
for dinner soon. If I’m late, I can only have steamed buns for dinner. I’ll hang up
first.”

Michael answered, “Steamed buns are not bad. During my batch, the slow ones
could only go through the rest of the night with an empty stomach.”

Sophia swiftly shut down the computer. She suddenly realized that her face was
getting hot and a weird thought popped up in her head. Michael is actually not as
cheeky as I had imagined.

She then rushed back to rejoin her group with Nathan. Commander Ford did not
say anything about her absence. He said that he understood Sophia’s situation,
but Sophia felt like he had noted her name down in his small notebook.

After coming back, Sophia rejoined the training. It was already 5:30 and all of the
instructors had left; even Commander Ford had brought Nathan to the car. Then,
the clock at the training ground began counting down for them to race for dinner.



Sophia had kept Michael’s words in mind.

There were tricks to this competition for dinner as well. It might look like a test for
individual behavior among the students, for everyone would get to eat whatever
they managed to obtain, but in actuality, it was a test of teamwork.

Those who ran the last would have less food. Although they wouldn’t starve to
death, their energy would surely be insufficient and consequently, it would affect
the performance of their overall training. It would then directly affect the entire
team’s marks.

As the countdown entered the final stage, Sophia finally voiced out, “Everyone,
listen to me. I have something to say!”

Everyone turned their gaze toward her, wanting to hear what she had to say.

“I heard from a senior that teamwork marks are important too. Those who run the
last can only eat two steamed buns and they will be at a great disadvantage as
they don’t have enough energy. Thus, it will affect the entire company’s marks.
This could cause the whole team to fail.”

The few girls who were at the end of the race did not have the stamina to catch
up with the others. They were on the verge of tears as they did not want to be the
last ones too, but they really did not have the stamina. Since they ran rather
slowly, their portion of food was smaller and they had less food to eat. Hence,
they ran even slower.

Sophia then offered her idea. “I have an idea. Let’s not run on our own later.
Instead, we’ll run as a single company. As we run together, let’s help each other
out. I’m not wishing that everyone can get the buffet, but at the very least, we
can’t let the students who run the last starve.”

Everyone exchanged glances; they seemed doubtful of Sophia’s words, but then,
they heard her speak again. “Let’s conduct an experiment today. If we do it well,
I’ll give everyone watermelons. Come, let’s hold hands first.”



Although nobody knew what Sophia was up to, they immediately listened to her
orders and joined hands when they heard they could have watermelons later on.

Sophia instructed, “When it’s time later on, we’ll start running in a group. Don’t
spread out.”

Less than a few seconds later, it was time. When the clock struck 5:30, the
thousands of students began the race to head to the cafeteria.

Company 49 was the only company that was still in a group, holding onto each
other’s hands. Forming into a line, they charged forward with all their might. The
slower ones were then dragged along by the faster ones, just barely catching up
to the group. When they reached the base of the first hill, a few people had left
the group. After doing a headcount, there were only roughly 30 people left; all the
boys had gone ahead.

“Everyone, listen to me. From now on, we mustn’t let go of our hands again!
Those who let go of their hands will not have their portion of watermelons
tonight.”

There were many delicate girls in Company 49. Almost half of them could only
run fast enough to eat the two steamed buns, but that would be the worst-case
scenario. After hearing Sophia say that they could have an extra meal after
dinner, they immediately held their hands together.

Seeing that everyone had held each other’s hands, she ordered, “Let’s start
hiking!”

Everyone dashed toward the hill with their hands tightly held together. If someone
slipped or fell behind, the person beside could immediately pull the person up.
Although they were slightly slower, at least nobody was left behind.

Soon, they arrived at the riverside. At this moment, the group started having
different opinions; a group of them wanted to cross the bridge, while the other
wanted to swim across the river.



Sophia was the big boss in the company, so she decisively ordered, “We’ll swim.
We can save a lot of time!”

A girl said shakily, “I don’t want to. I don’t know how to swim!”

Sophia took a look at the group. “Those who can swim, step forward.”

A group of girls stepped forward. More than half of them knew how to swim, so
Sophia said, “Let’s give each other a hand. Those who don’t know how to swim,
please pair up with a student who knows how to swim. Let’s help each other out.”
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Everyone nodded before leaping into the river. A student who knew how to swim
led another student who did not know how to swim across the river. Soon, when
they reached the opposite shore, Sophia took note of the headcount and made
sure that everyone was there.

She had been dragging Juliette—who did not know how to swim—alongside her,
and she ended up swallowing several mouthfuls of water by accident, so she
choked while said, “See? Everyone has made it. Let’s find some time tonight to
get everyone to learn how to swim!”

Almost everyone had swallowed mouthfuls of water by accident, but fortunately,
they still managed to reach the shore safely. Then, they grabbed each other’s
hands and dashed toward the second hill with persistence.

At this moment, Michael was looking at the surveillance. On the screen, Sophia
and thirty other girls were holding onto each other’s hands as they charged up
the hill. He put on a rare smile. “Chica is rather smart.”

Like what Sophia had said, there were surveillance cameras everywhere in the
training camp, even in the forests. While the situation in the forest was being
broadcasted in the surveillance room, countless eyes were observing the group
of girls who were holding hands among the dispersed students.

Sitting in the military vehicle, Joel was speeding forward. He was observing the
situation here though his binoculars and soon, he caught sight of Sophia and the
group of girls. His gaze was fixed on them for quite some time.



This group of thirty girls made it to Cafeteria No. 2 in the end and fortunately, they
still managed to grab their dinner. Although they were a step slower and didn’t
manage to take any meat, they still had a meal that was filling. At least they didn’t
have to resort to eating steamed buns.

A few of the girls who had been nibbling the steamed buns for the whole night
were on the verge of tears.

These thirty people did not go their own ways after that. They sat together and
had their dinner. Sophia then encouraged everyone by saying loudly, “See, isn’t
this easy? If it weren’t because of the few students who did not know how to
swim and cost us some time, we may even have the chance to have some
meat!”

A few of those girls who did not know how to swim were so embarrassed that
they wished they could dig a hole for themselves to hide in, but then, Sophia
added, “After we finish our dinner, let’s go and have a swim together. We need to
seize this opportunity to teach those who don’t know how to swim. That way, we
can have meat sooner!”

The girls answered in unison, “Alright!”

After gobbling down their meal, they returned to their original path and passed by
the river again. After everyone had jumped into the river, those who knew how to
swim started teaching those who didn’t know how to swim. Although it was
impossible to learn how to swim in one day, at least they could move forward
now.

That night, Sophia gave everyone iced watermelon as promised. The
atmosphere in the barracks was great that night. Everyone was laughing and
talking, chatting about their training during the day while eating their watermelon.

Sophia was eating her watermelon while taking out her notebook to explain to
everyone where the marks were deducted in housekeeping. Everyone listened to



her in a very serious manner. After finishing their watermelons, the initial bedtime
chat turned into a housekeeping drill; everyone wanted to score in housekeeping.

Sophia wanted to get high marks, or even full marks, but it wasn’t going to cut it if
she relied only on her own efforts. Before the lights were out, she sneaked to the
hill to take a look at the condition of the path. Standing at the top, she gazed at
the foot of the hill.

The two hills were not especially steep, but they had been overgrown by grass.
Thus, it was quite slippery. During the past couple of days, people had slipped
when they stepped here and rolled down the hill. They then withdrew from
military training due to their injuries. Hence, nobody would descend the hill from
the grass field.

As Sophia stood on top of the hill and gazed downward, she paced up and down
before rushing back to her barracks before lights out.

The next day, she joined everyone for training like usual. Commander Ford
seemed to be unaware of what she had done last night. However, Sophia knew
that Commander Ford had surely seen what had happened and already had a
preliminary score for her.

That afternoon, Sophia disappeared for a while again, using changing her
bandage as an excuse. A few moments later, she asked for Quinton and a few of
the seniors.

Sophia then brought Quinton and the seniors to the military camp. After taking a
few turns here and there, they arrived at a corner that had been piled with planks.

Quinton was puzzled. “You want us to help you carry all these?”

Sophia nodded. “Yes. Don’t ask why, Sir. I have some use for it. Don’t worry.
These are not going to be used. I’ve asked for permission for them.”



There were a lot of similar planks like this in the camp. They must have been
thrown away after being used for target practice and so on.

Although he was clueless as to what Sophia wanted to use them for, he still
helped to move those planks since they are of use to her.

These planks were not especially heavy since they were thin and relatively
narrow. However, Sophia wanted more than thirty pieces of them, so it still
required some manpower.

The few of them then brought the planks back and piled them up. After that,
Sophia returned to her group for training. The moment there was a gap for rest,
she gathered the whole company, as if they were plotting on something which
should not be heard by Commander Ford.

Soon, it was 5:30 again. This time, the students from Company 49 were not
running. After gathering together, each of them grabbed a piece of plank and
used the belt that was used in military training to fasten the plank behind their
backs. Then, they started marching forward, hand in hand, like what they had
done on the previous day.

Everyone looked at Company 49 like they were looking at a monster.

There were thirty-five people altogether in the company. When they ran toward
the foot of the hill this time, nobody was left behind anymore; all of them stuck
together. Carrying the planks on their back, they climbed the hill. When they
reached the peak of the hill, Sophia placed her plank down first.

Looking at the grass field that extended to the foot of the hill, everyone started
swallowing their saliva.

For the past two days, so many people had slipped and rolled down when they
stepped on the grass field, so they did not even dare to walk on this path.



“Everyone, look at my demonstration. I’ve tried this a few times and it’s extremely
easy. It won’t be dangerous!” After sitting on the plank, Sophia spread her legs
outward, and with a slight push, she slid down the hill while sitting on the plank,
reaching the foot of the hill in no time. She then waved at everyone from the
bottom of the hill and urged everyone, “Come, it’s fun!”

Everyone exchanged glances. In the end, a few of the boys sat on their planks
first before sliding downward. The rest of the girls then followed suit and sat on
their planks, sliding to the foot of the hill. They had indeed saved a lot of time.

When they arrived at the riverside, Sophia ordered again, “Remember to bring
along your planks. You mustn’t lose them!”

Everyone placed their planks on the water and like what they did on the previous
day, they crossed the river in pairs. The moment they reached the opposite
shore, they pulled each other’s hands as they climbed the second hill without
uttering a word. They then slid down the hill again before dashing toward the
cafeteria to redeem their high-end buffet.

Furthermore, none of the thirty-five people were left behind.

Everyone from Company 49 gathered together as they feasted on the meat while
chatting away merrily. The food in training camp could never compare with the
food their housekeepers would normally prepare, but when they stuffed these
food into their mouths now, the food tasted divine.

Meanwhile, Michael was keeping a close eye on Sophia’s military results from
overseas. Naturally, he had the means to obtain the related data.

The performance of any students in military camp could be reflected on the data.
For example, the race for dinner was an important section. When the students
enrolled into camp, they had been given a card; they had to scan the cards when
they claimed their meals. The moment they scanned the card, the related data
would be transferred to the database. Everything would present itself, including



how long it took them to reach the cafeteria from the training ground and what
type of meal they had for dinner.

The race for dinner wasn’t a test of stamina; it was a test of persistence and
teamwork. Toward the end, those who ate meat would surely score higher than
those who ate steamed buns.

“Wow, my chica is getting more and more amazing!”

Michael let out a sigh when he saw the data. The data showed that besides a few
companies from the School of Athletics, everyone from Company 49 managed to
have the high-end buffet. Their teamwork on this day was ranked number one.

Everyone from Company 49 was still drenched when they finished their meals.
Luckily, the weather on this day wasn’t considered too cold, so everyone could
still bear with it. After finishing their meals, they carried their planks and went to
practice swimming again. They were putting in effort so that they could have
meat again.

Since it was the first time Company 49 managed to get themselves the buffet,
they were willing to strive even further so that they could continue eating meat.
Michael wasn’t the only one observing them, for Joel had been doing the same
thing.
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The fact that Sophia had managed to lead Company 49 to a meal with meat in it
quickly spread across the entire barrack. Most of the companies started following
in their footsteps as they grouped together and took action. They started using
skateboards to buy themselves time and started swimming—just like what
Sophia had done.

In order to land themselves a meaty meal, they had to strive for it. These noble
children did not think that they would have to get themselves covered in mud just
to have some meat in their meals. All the drill instructors seemed to have ignored
the students’ behavior.

No one knew if they were being supportive or against their actions as they had
not made any comments about it. Nevertheless, they did not stop them. Thus,
Sophia assumed that they had agreed to it.

Without a doubt, she had a spy by her side who easily went undercover inside
the enemies’ base. Whenever she was unclear about the instructor’s orders, she
would let her spy go undercover.

Since Nathan was a legend who had his own ways of coming and going around
the barracks, Sophia used him like a plug-in cheat as he could easily acquire
insider news in a brief amount of time.

“The commanders from the other companies will certainly admire Commander
Ford for having a batch of intellectual students. Unlike the others, they are all
self-righteous idiots!”



After Nathan had gone out to acquire more inside news, he came back and
announced this in front of the 30 other girls who were in the dorm.

The crowd was stunned. They did not expect the other commanders to have
such good remarks for them. Everyone was exhilarated before they gave Nathan
hugs one after another. It was great having Nathan!

Nonetheless, they were completely unaware of Nathan’s background. Most of
them thought that none of the commanders had noticed him when they were
chattering because Nathan was just a little boy. Much to their surprise, Nathan
was a really intelligent boy whenever he came back with all the secret
information.

While most of the girls were still going on in excitement, Nathan dropped another
piece of groundbreaking news. “The commanding general has been paying close
attention to Company 49. He’s said that your performance is outstanding, but
he’s worried that it wouldn’t persist for long.”

“Oh my God. Even the commanding general is following us closely!” the girls
exclaimed in utter disbelief.

“Are you telling the truth, Nate? Even the eldest Young Master of the Fletcher
Family is paying close attention to us?”

“I feel very blessed. Even the commanding general has been looking at me the
whole day!”

Nathan nodded with a straight face. “The commanding general even mentioned
that the barracks would select the three best companies each year where
everyone would receive a prize.

This time, if the 49th Company is awarded with the award, he will have dinner
together with all the students from the company.”



Dinner together! Immediately, everyone started cheering joyfully. It would
definitely be a great blessing if they could have dinner together with the
commanding general!

The bunch of girls were on cloud nine. At that moment, they were charged with
boundless motivation. Nathan looked at most of the girls who were very excited,
and he thought to himself in his mind, They sure are easy to fool! Nathan was not
excited at all. In fact, he wanted to laugh at them.

Just then, Sophia called for everyone. “Alright, guys. That’s enough cheering
about. Among the several hundreds of companies, only three companies will be
awarded the prize; it won’t necessarily be us.

If we really want to have dinner together with the commanding general, we shall
all do our best! The internal affairs should be checked thoroughly. Since we had
several points deducted from us a few days ago, we shouldn’t make any more
mistakes.

Therefore, we ought to unite and we will be stronger together as one! If we don’t
work hard enough, how are we supposed to defeat the other companies and win
the chance of having dinner together with the commanding general?”

Joel did pay more attention toward the 49th Company. Nonetheless, the
remaining words were just nonsense that Sophia had told Nathan to say.
However, the effects of the bluff proved to be extraordinary; those words had
amped up the girls’ motivation.

That night, they learned how to fold their quilts voluntarily. Soon enough, they’d
be able to fold up their quilts into perfect cubes in order to score the highest for
internal affairs. They wanted the commanding general to notice them!

Sophia twitched her lips after seeing the enthusiasm of those girls. Joel is indeed
famous among the girls—he’s simply more sought-after than meat.



Was it because he was the youngest Senior Colonel across the entire Cethos;
his identity as the Young Master of the Fletcher Family; or the fact that he was
exceptionally tall and handsome?

What was so great about him? Sophia’s husband—the pervert—had a villa
situated just outside the Forbidden City; he had a height of 1.9 meters; and the
amount of money he had was comparable to the number of fleas on a beggar.

If they were put side to side, Michael still looked better than Joel. Well, at least he
was her husband. Moreover, Sophia did not like Joel that much for some
unknown reason. To her, he seemed to be insidious and dark.

True enough, there was an insider among the 49th Company. News about the
commanding general awarding the best company with a dinner had spread
across the entire barrack not long after Nathan’s bluff!

Moreover, some had even added to that saying—whoever scored the top three
highest points would stand the chance to have dinner with Joel, male or female
regardless!

Sophia was completely clueless. In just one day, everyone was aware of the
nonsense that she had made up. Whether it was the girls or the boys, they were
all extremely excited all of a sudden.

Almost none of the girls in the barracks disliked Joel; they had nearly gone mad
just by thinking about the chance of dining with him. Unfortunately, they were not
able to pull a few strings. Now that they all had an opportunity before them, they
wanted to fight for it.

As for the boys, they would first have dinner with Joel before cozying up to him in
order to expand their social network. After all, Joel Fletcher might even be gay!

Joel was over 30 years old, but he was still an unmarried man; he had never
opened up about dating somebody as well. Even though he had his fair share of



love affairs, he never once admitted to any one of them either. Perhaps he was
really gay!

This piece of gossip initially floated between the students; well-informed students
kept it a secret, but it quickly became an open secret to the public later on.

In the end, an insensitive student had asked a company commander about it.
The company commander had then reported it to the battalion commanders, and
it was reported to the regimental commanders before it reached Joel’s ears.

Soon enough, the regimental commanders passed back down the news to its
descending commanders, and the respective commanders finally responded to
countless students who had been long waiting for the news.

“The commanding general said that only the best team can have dinner with him.
The best individual among the entire barrack can dine with him alone, and even
add him as a friend on Instagram.”

Apart from having dinner with him, they could even add him on Instagram?! The
entire training field was covered in cheers. On the other hand, Sophia was
dumbfounded.

She had only wanted to help those damsels in distress, but how did it actually
come true?! What if she was the one who scored full marks? Would she have to
have dinner alone with Joel? That wouldn’t be great at all! He was Michael’s
brother! It all seemed too weird.

The students started working harder than they used to just because of what Joel
had said. There were less indolent students, and the 49th Company became
even more diligent than they used to be as well.

Nonetheless, students did not necessarily score high marks for their diligence.
Most of the students were hardworking, but they did not have impressive
scores—that was because there were hidden demerit points in military training
which company commanders deliberately hid from the students.



Once a student entered the barracks to join military training, they ought to act like
a real soldier. Whoever failed to do so would get their marks deducted.

Sophia had been taking advantage of the opportunity she had while redressing
her wound to sneak into the computer room. She had video calls with Michael in
order to know more about the hidden demerit points in military training.

“Chica, remember to wake up at seven o’clock sharp in the morning. You have to
clock in at the cafeteria before seven thirty to get your breakfast. Whoever
doesn’t get their breakfast on time will get their points deducted for sleeping in.
You must take your nap in the afternoon.

If you’re found wandering around during nap time, you’ll get your points deducted
every time the commanders see you. Also, you have to obey all the rules and
regulations in the barracks—don’t question me why.

All of you are soldiers now, so it’s your duty to obey all the orders. Even if the
company commanders have ordered you to eat sh*t, you have to finish it up
before you even ask why.”
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Sophia listened to Michael’s every word; she woke everyone up at six forty every
morning. Two days ago, there were a number of girls who had skipped breakfast
just to have a few more minutes’ of sleep. Otherwise, they would find someone
else to claim their meals, but little did they know that there was a deduction in
points for their behaviors.

Under Sophia’s lead, everyone got up on time at six forty in the morning. They
then tidied up the dormitory before washing up and getting ready. At ten past
seven, they would have already gotten their food at the cafeteria.

At the same time, they had sent Nathan to break into the drill instructor’s office
and get the latest news. Without fail, Nathan continued to bring plausible news
back each time.

“The company commanders said that we are just this close to having dinner with
the commanding general if we continue to persist.”

“Perseverance is the most important virtue. It wouldn’t mean much if we only put
on a good show right now.”

“The commanding general said that the 49th Company has accumulated a high
score for the entire team. It would be even greater if we can keep it up.”

Sophia was probably the only one who knew whether the information from
Nathan was truthful or not. However, it was motivational to everyone in the room.
As long as Sophia asked them to make a move, they would not even dare to
stop; the girls stayed energized every time they were reminded about the
commanding general.



The other companies were heavily influenced by the 49th Company as well and
had started coming up with ideas to carry out their daily training. If the 49th
Company could come up with the idea of sliding downhill with a board, the other
companies would probably have their own plan as well.

One of the students from another battalion had voluntarily carried a hoe all the
way up the hill by the cafeteria during midnight. The student had dug out a wider
pathway in order to save them more time.

“In military training, there will always be a deduction of points whenever there’s
poor performance. The same goes to having outstanding performances where it
encourages the team’s training performance, merit marks would be added. There
are a lot of bonuses in the main barrack. Hand me a pen and I’ll explain them to
you one by one.”

Sophia quickly grabbed her notebook to jot down as she had always been strict
on herself; she was only afraid of messing up at some point. Thus, it would be
great to have those bonuses.

Recently, she had been thinking about how to score the highest points without
causing any inconvenience to anyone. Nonetheless, trouble had come knocking
on her door.

On the ninth day of military training, Sophia had just finished dinner. She hastily
went back to her room, not forgetting to bring Nathan along with her.

Everyone was tanned after entering the barracks for nine days. However, Nathan
remained fair-skinned as he used to be. Nathan would usually doze off at the
side while the others carried out their training. Otherwise, he would be playing
games in the computer room. Sometimes, Sophia would not even know where
Nathan had gone—most of the time, he would’ve gone off to see the
watermelons.

He always had an unlimited supply of iced watermelon and could always come
and go in the barracks as he pleased. There would always be dozens of eyes on



him at places where Sophia could not lay her sight on him, as he was the Little
Master of the Fletcher Family, making him more precious than anyone else on
the training grounds. Thus, his safety was not for Sophia to worry about.

The atmosphere in the room was quite unusual today. Sophia encountered
countless strangers the moment she entered the room. Commander Ford and
another drill instructor, whom she did not know, were present as well.

There were also some people who she was familiar with, including Kayla and
Xyla. Richard, who was inseparable with them, was also at the scene.

Upon seeing those people, Sophia knew that she had run into trouble.

Kayla’s eyes were red from weeping while Xyla held onto her. Richard gave
Sophia a confused look when he saw her walking in, and the other students who
were in the room were all pointing fingers at her at this moment.

Before Sophia could even utter a word, Xyla stood up outrageously. “Sophia, I
know that you hate me. Make it between us two and not anyone else. Why did
you bully Kayla?”

Sophia had not even said a word yet, but Xyla was already rolling up her sleeves
and looking as though she was about to get into a fight with Sophia. Richard
quickly held Xyla in his arms and said, “Calm down, Xyla. It’s worthless to fight
over something like this.”

He then pleaded Sophia in an impatient manner. “Sophia, just come at me. I’m
the one who has upset you—it’s all my fault. Just leave Kayla alone!”

It seemed more like a threat coming from a superior rather than begging.

Kayla’s eyes reddened as she sobbed, “Richard, you’re still unable to forget
about her. What’s so good about her anyway? She doesn’t deserve you at all!
You’ve never said any embarrassing remarks to her even though she has been
trying to make me look bad!”



Richard felt extremely helpless as he dared not look at Xyla, let alone at Sophia.
As his voice deepened, he turned to Kayla and said, “Stop talking nonsense,
Kayla. This matter has not come to an end yet!”

Kayla felt wronged and was filled with hatred. She then stared at Sophia with her
reddened eyes, as if she was anxious to swallow her up.

It was all because of this b*tch’s fault!

How dare she even think of getting married into the Harper Family with that
disgusting look of hers?

Was it not her intention to attract Kayla’s brother after everything she’s done?
Kayla deliberately did not want it to happen for her. As long as she was alive, she
would not let Sophia marry into her family.

Sophia still had not said a single word after standing there for a few minutes. She
was just enjoying the show that was being put on by them.

She only spoke up after the three of them were done with their drama and asked,
“What’s the matter?”

Commander Ford then said, “Someone saw Nate going into the girls’ room of the
23rd Company. Afterward, Kayla from the 23rd Company lost her necklace worth
one million.”

Meanwhile, Commander Ford subconsciously glanced toward Nathan as the little
boy put on a stern look while holding on to Sophia’s arms. He just stood there
beside her as he raised his head and looked at all of them. He had a poker face
that was definitely not an expression a six-year-old kid should have.

Were they suspecting Nathan of stealing Kayla’s necklace?

Were the drilling instructor and the few students from the 23rd Company here
and ready to search the room to look for the necklace?



Kayla then spoke in a loud voice. “My necklace is worth one million, and it was a
gift from my uncle from my mother’s side on my 18th birthday. It’s one of a kind,
designed by the well-known jewelry designer, David!”

Afterward, most of the students from the 49th Company had returned. They
exclaimed one after another after hearing that Kayla’s necklace was worth a
million. “She’s indeed the daughter of a real estate agent!”

“A necklace worth one million? She really is wealthy!”

Sophia let out a snort before she asked, “What does it have to do with Nate when
you’ve lost your own necklace?”

“I’ve always placed the necklace under my pillow. When I returned to my room
today, I noticed that someone had touched my pillow. Some students told me that
there was a child playing on my bed,” yelled Kayla in an arrogant manner.

She clearly pointed toward Nathan. “I have my reasons to believe that he is the
thief who has stolen my necklace!”

At the same time, a few female students from the 23rd Company stood up to
point at Nathan as well. “We were all doing our laundry in the laundry room just
now, and no one was in the room for quite some time. However, we did see him
entering our room.”

“It’s him—he’s the only child in the entire barrack. There’s no way we would have
mistaken him. It was him who had entered our room.”

“He would always wander around outside our room when he isn’t at training.
We’ve seen it a couple of times now.”

Sophia lowered down her head to look at Nathan. Meanwhile, it was as if Nathan
had put on an impatient look on his face.



Sophia thought that it was overly outrageous for Kayla to frame Nathan for
stealing the necklace. Why would Nathan want to steal her necklace?

He was not a girl after all!

The few girls who had pointed Nathan out were clearly ordinary civilians; they
must have been told to do so.

Sophia sheltered Nathan behind her back before she let out a casual smile. “So,
you firmly believe that Nathan is the one who has stolen your necklace, am I
right?”67

Kayla then snorted. “Just let us search the room. Then, we’ll be able to find out
whether he is the one who has stolen it.”
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Sophia knew that they must have set things up before coming over to cause
trouble.

Sophia then stood up straight before she spoke up in a strong-willed manner.
“Since you believe that Nate is the one who has stolen your necklace, go on and
search the room then! A straight foot has no fear of a crooked shoe. I believe
Nate would never steal your necklace!”

Kayla grinned as if her wicked plan had prevailed; she had been waiting for her
to say so.

Since Sophia had addressed the matter, Kayla immediately gave orders to the
crowd on the scene. “Everyone, listen up. Since Sophia has said it, then I shall
feel free to do so!”

Even though it was against the rules to search the personal belongings of others,
the necklace Kayla had lost was worth over one million. Thus, they were able to
make an exception this time; even Commander Ford and the other drilling
instructor had agreed to it.

Kayla quickly walked over to grab Nathan’s belongings.

He had only brought a few things when he entered the barracks; the only things
he had with him was a little backpack which had two sets of apparels in it. He did
not bring a lot of toys except for a little frog plushie that he had won at the funfair.
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Kayla was being ignorant as she shook everything out of Nathan’s backpack.
However, she did not find her necklace. She then searched all over his bed, but
her necklace that was said to be worth one million was still nowhere to be seen.

Kayla then said, “He must’ve hidden it on him!”

She sure was courageous when she immediately took a step forward to search
all over Nathan’s body. She directly reached her hands into Nathan’s pockets that
were situated by the sides of his pants.

Nathan had a sullen look on his face, and he was feeling immensely displeased.
Nonetheless, he allowed her to search him.

After searching for quite some time, Kayla was only able to find a little frog.

Kayla ragingly tossed the little frog away as it made a squeaking sound when it
hit the floor. “I don’t believe it. My necklace must be here somewhere!”

Sophia put on a smirk before she said, “You’ve thought too much. Nate is just a
child—a mere boy. He doesn’t like things that sparkle, so why would he ever take
your necklace?” Meanwhile, Sophia bent over to pick up Nathan’s little frog toy.
She then patted off the dust before returning it to him.

Nathan seemed really unhappy about it when he held his little frog toy in his
hands.

Xyla, who was silent at first, came out of nowhere to stop Kayla. “Sophia is right.
Maybe we’ve really mistaken him for stealing your necklace. Why would a child
steal it anyway? He doesn’t even know what a necklace is.”

Xyla seemed to have reminded Kayla of something with her words. Kayla
instantly shifted her gaze toward Sophia and said, “A child doesn’t know how to
steal, but what about an adult who knows all about the goods?”



Sophia looked at Kayla while keeping her cool. She was fearless as she said,
“Are you saying that I’ve instructed Nate to steal your necklace? I’m sorry—no
matter how poor I am, I will never yearn for anything that doesn’t belong to me!”

It was as if Kayla was absolutely sure that Sophia was the thief who had stolen
her necklace. She then said confidently, “You never know for sure. What if
someone had really overestimated themselves and yearned for something that
they didn’t deserve?”

Sophia had nothing on her conscience as she took a step aside to reveal her
bed. “Since you think that I’ve stolen your necklace, I’ll let you search my bed!”

Kayla really did start searching around her bed.

Sophia added a sentence deliberately. “I shall warn you beforehand—if you’re
unable to find your necklace here, you must give Nate and I an explanation!”

She seemed really confident and was pretty sure that she did not have any of
Kayla’s belongings with her.

Kayla snorted before she turned around and began searching through Sophia’s
belongings. At a corner where no one was able to notice her, Kayla had a
mysterious grin on her face.

She then grabbed Sophia’s backpack and gave it a shake, shaking out all of the
contents in her bag. There were not many things inside of it, for Sophia only had
two sets of apparels and a comb that she normally used. Everything was
scattered all over the place.

All of a sudden, a glistening light showed up in sight. A diamond necklace
dropped out from one of Sophia’s shirts, and everyone in the room immediately
caught sight of it.

Most of the girls exclaimed, “It really is here!”



“This means that Nate has really stolen it!”

“How would Nate know anything about stealing? It must’ve been Sophia…”

Kayla let out a sly grin while the girls silently gossiped at one side. She grabbed
the necklace in her hand to show everyone in the room before placing it in front
of Sophia and the two instructors. “My necklace was indeed in Sophia’s
backpack! How dare you say that you did not instruct Nate to steal it!”

Sophia was caught red-handed, but she remained calm. With easy grace and
pride, she stood up straight with a poker face; she was not in any distress and
did not feel any sense of guilt at all even though she was caught red-handed. “I
don’t know why the necklace is here. I’ve never taken your necklace, and have
never instructed anyone to do so as well!”

She then looked at Nathan and said, “I believe that Nate will never take your
necklace as well. This is a slander, an outright slander!”

Kayla deliberately swayed her necklace that was worth one million right in front of
Sophia. “You’ve been caught red-handed, yet you’re saying that this is slander?
Are you trying to say that my necklace grew its own legs and made its way into
your backpack?”

Sophia looked away in a proud manner. “I don’t know. I did not take any of your
belongings, so Nate and I will not plead guilty!”

She then held Nathan in her arms, looking as though she was worried that Kayla
and the others would bully him instead.

Kayla stopped talking nonsense with Sophia as she brought her necklace over to
the drilling instructor of the 23rd Company. Kayla, who had been fierce-looking
moments ago, instantly put on a puppy face. She immediately turned into an
edelweiss before she started whining and was nearly in tears. “Instructor, look at
her. She is still denying it although she stole my necklace!”



The drilling instructor of the 23rd Company looked sullen, and he did not show
much emotion on his face. Kayla initially thought that he was going to serve her
justice, but little did she expect her instructor to say coldly, “Since you’ve found
your necklace, let us leave. We still have training tonight.”

The instructor turned around and left as soon as he finished his sentence.

Kayla was left looking at the instructor in utter disbelief.

That’s all?

She had stolen a necklace worth a million! It was sufficient to file a case for an
investigation to take place; not only that, Sophia could even end up in jail!
Besides, this was military training, and Bayside University was known to be
unprecedentedly strict. Sophia should be driven out of here no matter what!

Everything was over when the instructor simply said, “There’s training tonight!”

She did not want to let Sophia get away with it. Kayla furiously stomped on the
ground and said, “She has committed a theft in the barracks. Why are you just
letting her be?”

The instructor suddenly halted in his tracks before he turned around. It was as if
an iceberg had suddenly exploded in his eyes as he stared at Kayla with a
terrifying look. “Should we delay the training sessions of both companies just
because of your matter?”

The look he had on his face was the cold look of a true soldier that had gone
through life and death on the battlefield; he immediately quelled all the girls on
the scene.

The drilling instructor of the 23rd Company swept a glance at everyone coldly.
“Let’s go, everyone. Whoever is late for tonight’s training will have to run 3000
meters as your punishment. Don’t expect to have a goodnight’s sleep if you’re
unable to finish running!”



Most of the students from the 23rd Company scurried off in fear after hearing the
instructor’s words.

Soon, the drilling instructor of the 23rd Company left. Sophia quickly spoke to
Commander Ford. “Commander Ford, I did not steal any of her belongings. If it
really was me, I will be more than willing to accept my punishment. This matter is
between Kayla and I—it has nothing to do with Nate. No matter what happens,
please don’t involve Nate in it.”

Commander Ford gave Sophia a confused look before he repeated what the drill
instructor of the 23rd Company had said. “Training starts at seven o’clock sharp
tonight. Anyone who is late will run a drill of 3000 meters with an addition of 200
sit-ups. Don’t expect to sleep until the drill is completed.”

All the girls in the room spread out after being terrified by his words.

Commander Ford left the room as well.

Displeased, Kayla was reluctant to leave the room. She really could not figure it
out. Why was Sophia not punished although she was already caught
red-handed?!


