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Chapter 1191 The Succumbence of the Bugs

Under the watchful eyes of the crowd, the venomous snake wrapped itself around
Jinny’s wrist and leaned against her affectionately.

Shortly after that, the poisonous insects that lagged behind came over and approached
Jinny affectionately too. None of them had any intention of harming Jinny.

Just then, Lord Voodoo looked on with widened eyes. The current situation was
completely beyond his expectations. And despite his loud bellows and his efforts to
drive the insects, the outcome remained the same; all of the insects refused to adhere
to his instructions, and they approached Jinny affectionately and stayed close by her
side. It was as if she was their owner instead.

Meanwhile, everyone on the scene was stunned by the situation. No one had expected
this outcome.

Just then, Matthew stared on with widened eyes too, and he suddenly thought of
something. However, he couldn’t quite believe it though. If that was actually the case,
then Jinny would be truly very blessed.

After a moment of silence, Lord Voodoo suddenly let out a roar, and he turned and
rushed toward Jinny all of a sudden.

Since the insects refused to harm Jinny, he decided to take things into his own hands
and kill her off personally.

Meanwhile, Matthew went all out to stop Lord Voodoo, clashing with the latter.

Just then, Lord Voodoo mustered up all of his power and managed to push back
Matthew’s attack. “Larson, do you actually think that you can stop me?”

At that point, Lord Voodoo gave out a wild roar and his actions resembled a crazed guy
who was triggered. Each move he made caused Matthew to retreat step by step.

Matthew tried hard to fend off the attacks, but his skills were quite far off compared to
Lord Voodoo’s.

Suddenly, there was a loud bellow that rang out from afar, and the voice was quickly
approaching. It sounded as if someone was bounding over toward their direction.

Meanwhile, Lord Voodoo looked over with widened eyes and saw that there was a tall
figure running toward them quite swiftly right now. Suddenly, his expression fell, and he
exclaimed in a low voice, “Phoenix?!”




In response, Matthew heaved a sigh of relief. Phoenix’s finally here!

However, at that moment, Lord Voodoo suddenly gritted his teeth. With a wave of his
hands, he angrily shouted, “I don’t care how hard it is, but you guys must stop him! If |
fail this time, then none of you will live to see another day too!”

The moment his lackeys standing below and the rest of the people from the six great
families heard his words, they charged toward Phoenix immediately.

Phoenix arrived in no time, but suddenly, a few hundred men charged toward him all at
once to stop him in his tracks.

Right now, Lord Voodoo’s men resembled an entrapped beast making its final bid for
freedom.

Indeed, Lord Voodoo had spoken, and if he failed, then these men were definitely going
to be in deep trouble too. As such, they had no choice but to try their very best for the
last time ever.

As for Lord Voodoo, he opened his mouth and spat out a black-colored insect that was
half-foot long. This insect was in fact Lord Voodoo’s soulbound curse, and it was an
Immortal Charm that he personally crafted.

Just then, Lord Voodoo flung the Immortal Charm toward Matthew as he quickly
pounced on Jinny.

Matthew didn’t dare to let his guard down as he faced the Immortal Charm.

In Orleans, the Immortal Charm was merely one ranking below the Golden Cocoon
Charm, and its capabilities were quite terrifying too.

Subsequently, Matthew quickly dodged the attack of the Immortal Charm.

As for Lord Voodoo, he took the opportunity to swiftly get to Jinny’s side. He held a
dagger in his hands, and there was a distorted look on his face.

“Since the bugs refuse to harm you, I'll personally rip your heart out. No one in this
world would be able to save you anymore!” Lord Voodoo bellowed and thrust the
dagger toward Jinny with all of his might.

Just then, Matthew’s heart skipped a beat, but he had no way of providing help at all.

He saw that the dagger was about to pierce Jinny’s heart when suddenly, the flock of
Golden Cocoon Charms in the air turned to them and rushed in their direction.




The Golden Cocoon Charms weaved into a yellow patch and formed a protective layer
in front of Jinny.

Meanwhile, Lord Voodoo’s dagger became lodged in the yellow patch, and not only was
Jinny completely unharmed, but the dagger was also deflected back into the air.

Shocked, Lord Voodoo watched with widened eyes, and he stared incredulously at
Jinny.

Just then, Jinny finally opened her eyes. Her skin swiftly reverted to its original milky-
white complexion, and there was a glint in her eyes too.

At that moment, every single person who originated from Orleans felt a jolt.

Everyone’s bugs, including their soulbound curses, rushed out and turned to glance
reverently in Jinny’s direction. It felt as if they were paying respects to their king!
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Chapter 1192 Once in a Century, Supreme Charm Master!

As soon as Matthew saw the unfolding scene, he couldn’t control himself and finally
burst out laughing.

‘I know what’s going on! | finally figured it out! Jinny, you're not the host for the Golden
Cocoon Charms. In fact, you're the most blessed person ever! That's because, you're
actually the one and only, Supreme Charm Master of Orleans, who only emerges once
in a century!” Matthew bellowed.

As soon as the people from Orleans heard his words, they were all significantly
stunned. Everyone stared fixedly at Jinny with incredulous looks on their faces.

Furthermore, even Lord Voodoo was utterly dumbfounded at that moment.
After quite some time, Sanyul was the first one to drop to his knees.

The tears dripped from his face as he spoke in a quivering voice. He was thrilled to the
point that his whole body shivered as he roared, “Hail to the Supreme Charm Master!”

Following Sanyul’s actions, the other people from the 72 voodoo clans of Orleans came
to their senses too. They instantly followed after Sanyul and agitatedly went down on
their knees as they bowed in Jinny’s direction while quiveringly roaring, “Hail to the
Supreme Charm Master!”

And that wasn't just it.




Even Lord Voodoo’s men started to go down on their knees one after the other. They
were equally agitated and similarly, they yelled, “Hail to the Supreme Charm Master!”

“Hail to the Supreme Charm Master!”
“Hail to the Supreme Charm Master!”

Inside the entire manor, it was filled with the yells of the people from Orleans, and their
loud voices reverberated all over. This was the voice generated sincerely from everyone
who came from Orleans, and it was their sincerest form of worship!

To the people of Orleans, the Charm Master represented the guardian of everyone and
held the most exalted position in Orleans.

Over the past couple of thousand years, there were plenty of lords and kings that had
emerged. However, only the Charm Master could be addressed as the Supreme one.

The Charm Master merely emerged about once in a century, but once the Charm
Master emerged, the person would undoubtedly be the leader of Orleans!

Just then, Matthew chuckled happily. He had merely assumed in the past that Jinny was
the host for the Golden Cocoon Charms, and he’d been very worried about her safety.
But now that the truth was unveiled, he realized that his worries were completely
unfounded.

The Charm Master was the Supreme Leader of Orleans and also the most powerful in
the world.

According to the information from the jade pendant, the Charm Master had emerged
only three times in the history of Orleans. And each time the Charm Master emerged,
the person had subsequently become the most powerful person in that era.

No matter how much the situation outside changed, with the Charm Master holding the
fort at Orleans, everyone else naturally came to pay their respects. That was because
the Charm Master was an undefeatable presence!

Just then, Lord Voodoo’s whole body trembled uncontrollably, and there was a terrified
look on his face. He was quite well aware of his outcome after offending the Charm
Master. At that point, he glanced at the people from Orleans—still on their knees—and
he realized that he had lost the fight.

Suddenly, he gritted his teeth and turned on his back. He grabbed the Immortal Charm,
currently kneeling by the side, and quickly ran off. He made a sudden dash, so the
crowd didn’t even have the chance to stop him.

Phoenix was the only one who quickly chased after him.




Matthew had intended to give chase too, but his speed was totally incomparable to the
two of them.

Just then, Jinny gradually regained her energy. She slowly got to her feet, and the
expression on her face was no longer one of fear, but one of total confidence. She
stood in the middle of the crowd and slowly spread her arms as she experienced the
respect paid by the crowds.

Meanwhile, the Golden Cocoon Charms flitted around her, behaving like a bunch of
naughty kids running around their mother as they enjoyed themselves.

Just then, the rest of the bugs gathered around Jinny too, and it seemed like they’d
finally found their parent. Each of them was jumping around excitedly.

At that moment, all of the people of Orleans were looking at the scene dumbfoundedly.
There were tens of thousands of bugs that came to pay their respects, and it was a
scene that none of them had ever seen. After all, someone as powerful as Lord Voodoo
could only manage to tame not more than a hundred bugs.

Therefore, tens of thousands of bugs paying their respects were basically unheard of.
Even a hundred Lord Voodoos combined couldn’t achieve this feat. The Supreme
Charm Master was indeed befitting of her title!

After quite some time, Jinny retracted her arms.

Subsequently, she moved down from the stage one step at a time and helped the
Burtons untie the rope bounding them.

Next, she walked to stand in front of Matthew. Under the eyes of the crowd, she
stretched out her hand and hugged Matthew tightly. Lifting her chin, she stood on tiptoe
before placing her moist lips against Matthew’s as she kissed him on his lips.

At that moment, she was no longer the little beggar spurned by everyone, but the
Queen of Thousand Hills!

She could finally muster up her courage to pursue her love.
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Chapter 1193 | Only Want You in This Lifetime
At that moment, Matthew was stunned. He didn’t expect Jinny to do something like this.

Meanwhile, the people from Orleans were shocked too.




Jinny was now the once-in-a-century Supreme Charm Master of Orleans, and she was
also the one and only ruler of Orleans.

Furthermore, after the emergence of the Golden Cocoon Charms, she had now
regained her beautiful look. Both her complexion and her features were as beautiful as
any other woman.

She was such a stunning beauty, and her queenly figure could commandeer the crowd
too. Therefore, was there any man in this world who could be a match good enough for
her?

But then, why did she purposely kiss Matthew in front of the crowd?

Meanwhile, amongst the people present, only Sanyul and Sanhol knew the exact
reason.

After quite some time, Jinny finally let go of Matthew. She took a step backward and
looked at the crowd. Suddenly, she announced in a clear voice, “You guys addressed
me as Supreme Charm Master! Then, if | want him to be our King, would you agree to
that?”

To the voodoo clan, her sentence meant that she wanted Matthew to be her husband.

Just then, the people from the voodoo clan were initially shocked, but soon after that,
each of them started to bow to Matthew and address him as their king.

The Supreme Charm Master was definitely very influential in Orleans. Every single
decision of hers would definitely have the support of everyone in Orleans.

All at once, Jinny’s face was flushed red with excitement.

However, Matthew panicked, and he took a step forward as he attempted to say
something, but Jinny gently stopped him.

‘I know what you’re trying to say, but we, Orleanians, are not usually bound by too
many rules. You can have more than one wife and | won’t mind. However, | only want
you in this lifetime,” Jinny said in a soft voice.

Meanwhile, Matthew had a complicated look on his face as he glanced at Jinny.
Subsequently, he whispered, “But then, I... | think | might have to disappoint you...”

“For the only person | love is my wife!”
Just then, Jinny’s expression darkened slightly, but she soon regained her smile. “That’s

fine, as long as you care about me in your heart.” Once Jinny said that, she turned
around and walked down the stage as she accepted the bows of the people of Orleans.




Looking at her receding figure, Matthew couldn’t seem to come up with the words to
say.

After quite some time, Phoenix finally returned to his side. He handed over the jade
pendant to Matthew and heaved a sigh. “I'm sorry, but | failed in killing off Lord Voodoo
for you. That old dude’s too cunning. However, he’s quite badly injured, so he won'’t be
able to cause trouble for the time being.”

Matthew nodded in response. Actually, it no longer mattered whether Lord Voodoo was
killed off or not. After all, Jinny was able to fend for herself now, and Lord Voodoo was
no longer a threat to her. Besides, he didn’t want Lord Voodoo to lose his life so easily
just like that. Lord Voodoo was definitely involved in the unfortunate event that befell the
Larsons in the past, so he was intent on finding out more information from him.

Now that Lord Voodoo had run off, this manor temporarily became Jinny’s home.
Meanwhile, the people from the six great families left silently.
Just then, outside the manor, Poison Spider and the crown prince arrived too.

After Matthew and Phoenix’s collaboration to plot this rescue, Matthew subsequently
released Poison Spider.

Poison Spider had remained in the shadows the whole time, and she kept a close eye
on the people from each family as she searched for the crown prince at the same time.

On that night itself, Phoenix found out that the Sandel Family and the Leigh Family had
been working together with Lord Voodoo, and he instantly contacted Poison Spider to
make a move and save the crown prince.

Poison Spider was quite efficient in her ways, so she immediately made a move and
captured the important members of the Sandel and Leigh families to force them to hand
the crown prince over.

Finally, the Leigh Family released the crown prince.

Therefore, it was quite clear that the masked man, who had captured the crown prince
in the first place, was actually someone from the Leigh Family.

The crown prince stood at the entrance, and as soon as he saw Matthew walking out of
the place, there was a flash of annoyance that crossed the crown prince’s face.
“Matthew! Even if you helped save me today, there’s still the matter between the two of
us! | haven’t forgotten about that!” the crown prince bellowed.




Matthew didn’t say a word. Previously, he had found that the crown prince was too
sadistic in his ways, but after he’d heard Phoenix mention Poison Spider’s past, he
began to understand the crown prince’s actions.

After all, anyone else would definitely do the same thing and attempt to do everything
within their capacity to protect their own mother if they knew their mother had
experienced so much torment.
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Chapter 1194 Trouble Caused by the Cunninghams
That night, Phoenix and Poison Spider left together.

Before they left, Poison Spider winked at Matthew. “Handsome, when you're visiting
Mightwater next time, don’t forget to come and find me to have some fun! I'll definitely
be an awesome host!”

Matthew was quite speechless. Gosh! Poison Spider really isn’'t shy with her words!

However, if one judged Poison Spider based on her looks, she was definitely as
stunning as every other woman that Matthew had met. Although she was slightly older
than Matthew, her looks were sufficient to overcome the age barrier. If it was any other
man, they would definitely be unable to resist such provocation.

The crown prince, on the other hand, wasn'’t leaving Eastcliff just yet. He was still
staying here. Before he bid farewell, he left a few words of warning to Matthew. “You
won'’t be able to keep Leanna safe! If you don’t want her to die, then tell her to stop
meddling in this matter!”

Matthew felt quite resigned as the issue seemed to be beyond salvage.

Next, Jinny was required to accept the worship of the people from the voodoo clans of
Orleans, so she couldn’t leave just yet.

After Matthew had gathered his belongings, he went back to Lakeside Garden first.

The news of his fake death had spread throughout Eastcliff, and Sasha had fainted
quite a few times from weeping too much.

Now that everything was finally resolved, he knew that he had to meet his wife as soon
as possible, no matter what happened.

As soon as Matthew returned to Lakeside Garden, from afar, he heard loud bickering
noises coming from the manor. He took a closer look and realized that there were about




ten people crowded around the garden. Most of them were members of the
Cunningham Family.

Felicia led the group, and she stood in front with a hand on her hip. Just then, she
seemed to be loudly telling off James and Helen at the doorway as she gestured angrily
with her hand.

Meanwhile, the rest of the Cunninghams stood behind her with smug expressions on
their faces. At the same time, they looked on scornfully at James and Helen.

After Felicia had gone into a tirade for a while, she finally pointed a finger at James and
loudly exclaimed, “James! I’'m asking you this right now! Do you agree with what | just
mentioned?”

James panicked. “Felicia, you just mentioned for me to give up Cunningham
Pharmaceuticals and the manor on Lakeside Garden to you guys. But then, why should
I? Cunningham Pharmaceuticals belongs to Sasha, and this manor belongs to Matthew.
Like... How can you guys just demand it out of nowhere?”

At that point, Felicia barked, “James, are you oblivious to how Cunningham
Pharmaceuticals was developed? If it wasn’t for my investment, Cunningham
Pharmaceuticals wouldn’t be as well-developed as it was today, and you wouldn’t be
living a life of luxury right now. If it wasn’t for me, you guys would perhaps still be
working as a farmer back in our hometown. As for your daughter, she might even be
someone’s mistress right now if it wasn’t for me. How could she possibly be the freaking
director of a company and have the opportunity to stay in Lakeside Garden? You must
be daydreaming, huh? | was the one who invested in Cunningham Pharmaceuticals
during the start-up stage, so it's only reasonable to hand it over back to me right now,
right? You guys bought this manor with the money earned from Cunningham
Pharmaceuticals, so I'm just taking that back right now. Is there an issue here?”

Angered, Helen retorted, “Felicia, your words are extremely unreasonable! Indeed, you
did invest in Cunningham Pharmaceuticals in the past, but Sasha bought over the
shares from you. She didn’t inherit it for free from you guys, so why should you be given
credit for all of this?! Besides, this manor in Lakeside Garden was gifted by Master
Newman to Matthew. This has nothing to do with the Cunninghams. What right do you
have to demand us to hand it over to you guys?!”

Just then, Felicia was hopping mad, and she instantly raised her hand to slap Helen.

With a quick dodge, Helen avoided the slap.

At the sight of that, Felicia became increasingly mad. She pointed at Helen and roared,

“How dare you try to dodge! What’s going on right now?! Are you planning to disregard

my position now?! Helen, I’'m telling you, you’re a nobody to the Cunningham Family, so
ou’re in no position to speak up! I'm warning you here today that if you don’'t hand over




Cunningham Pharmaceuticals and this manor here, I'll definitely make sure that you
guys pay for it!”

Instantly, the Cunninghams rushed forward angrily and stood menacingly in a circle. It
seemed like they were about to lay hands on the couple.

As for James and Helen, they quivered in fear.

Suddenly, Matthew’s cold voice rang out from behind. “Felicia Cunningham! You never
seem to learn your lesson, huh?”
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Chapter 1195 Don’t Be Afraid, We Have the Support of the Ten Greatest Families of
Eastcliff!

The sudden voice caused a jolt in the crowd, and everyone turned their heads around.
As soon as they saw Matthew, they were instantly stunned.

Just then, Sasha stared dazedly at Matthew with a hand over her mouth. There was an
incredulous look on her face. Throughout the day, there had been various pieces of
news that came to her ears, and she had been in despair after hearing them.
Furthermore, she had even considered joining Matthew in death too. However, right
now, Matthew was standing well and alive in front of her, but she couldn’t help
suspecting that he was just an illusion.

Meanwhile, everyone else looked significantly stunned too. Felicia uttered in a quivering
voice, “Matthew?! H-How did you get back here?! A-Are you actually alive?”

At that, Matthew let out a cold sneer. “Am | alive? Hah! I'll let you know right away
whether I'm actually alive or not!” As soon as he said that, he waved his hand and
loudly exclaimed, “Everyone, seize these people right away!”

Following Matthew’s loud exclamation, there was a sudden clamor of footsteps coming
from behind him.

Everyone lifted their heads to look and noticed that just then, there were almost a
hundred men standing outside the manor. The men were all dressed in black suits, and
they were strapping tall. At a glance, they looked quite menacing. The person leading
the group was, in fact, Tiger.

Tiger personally led his men and surrounded the people inside in a circle.

As soon as the Cunninghams saw the unfolding scene, all of them were in shock. Some
of the timid ones had even fallen to the ground in a heap.




Just then, Eric hastily cowered behind Felicia and muttered in a quivery voice, “Felicia,
w-what should we do now?”

Meanwhile, Felicia also had a terrified look on her face. After all, never in her dreams
would she have expected such an outcome.

At that point, she took a deep breath. “Dad, don’t worry. After all, we're here today with
the support of the Ten Greatest Families of Eastcliff. Hmph! Even if he’s still alive, what
can he do though? Honestly, would he be able to go against the Ten Greatest Families
of Eastcliff?!”

As soon as the members of the Cunningham Family heard her words, they instantly
heaved a sigh of relief. It was as Felicia said. They were here tonight with the support
initiated by the Sandel Family as part of a collaboration with the six great families.

Robert Sandel and Johnny Leigh had collaborated with the six families, and they had
planned to take this opportunity to take over Matthew’s construction company and
Cunningham Pharmaceuticals. However, it was inappropriate for the two to take action
themselves, so they had secretly instigated the Cunninghams to come over and create
a scene. Furthermore, the Cunninghams were able to enter Lakeside Garden only
because of the help from the six families. The six families had contacted some of the
residents in Lakeside Garden and instructed them to lead the Cunninghams into
Lakeside Garden.

Meanwhile, the security personnel of Lakeside Garden couldn’t actually stop their
residents from having visitors. As for the incident of the Cunninghams entering
Matthew’s manor to create a scene, there was also no way that the security personnel
could interfere because this was a family matter after all.

The people from the six families had actually planned this really well, and they managed
to evade the rules set by Billy. Because of this, the Cunninghams behaved quite
arrogantly, knowing that they had the support of the six families.

Just then, Felicia shot a sideways look at Matthew and loudly proclaimed, “Larson, |
don’t care whether you're alive or not, but listen here carefully! | put money into starting
up Cunningham Pharmaceuticals, so I'm just taking back what’s mine right now. You
can choose to return it back to me nicely and then apologize to me, or I'll seek justice by
going to the Ten Greatest Families of Eastcliff...”

As soon as Matthew heard that, he laughed out loud. He took a step forward and
pointed at Felicia before retorting loudly, “You want to get the Ten Greatest Families of
Eastcliff to judge the situation, right? Well, let's get them to deal with this matter, then!”

After Matthew said that, he waved his hand once again and loudly exclaimed, “Inform
the masters of the Ten Greatest Families to get here in half an hour. Tell them that there
will be consequences to bear if they don’t turn up!”




Tiger nodded instantly. “Understood, Matthew!”

At that point, the Cunninghams were in utter shock. Matthew’s quite domineering! How
can he possibly dare to use such a demanding tone of voice toward the Ten Greatest
Families of Eastcliff?
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Chapter 1196 The Cunninghams’ Ascent

Ignoring everyone, Matthew paced to Sasha, who was still sobbing, and pulled her into
his arms. Hugging him, Sasha couldn’t hold back anymore and started crying loudly.

“Silly, don’t cry anymore. I'm fine!” Matthew whispered.

Despite that, she cried even harder, clutching him so tightly that it was as if he would
disappear if she released her grip.

Standing next to them, James and Helen were so excited that their faces were flushing.

“Matthew, y-you’re alright? This is amazing! Simply amazing!” Helen said in a shaky
voice, speaking with concern from the bottom of her heart.

James nodded non-stop. “It's good to see you back. This is amazing! Matthew, let’s not
cause any more trouble. We’ll give them Cunningham Pharmaceuticals to avoid
offending the Ten Greatest Families. As long as our family is safe and sound, all this
materialistic stuff doesn’t matter!”

Astonished, Matthew didn’t imagine that such words would come out of James, who had
always been greedy. Seems like he has really changed a lot during this period, he
thought and smiled softly. “Dad, don’t worry! Nobody can take away what belongs to us.
Tonight, we should end this with the Ten Greatest Families, and it’s also the time for us,
the Cunninghams, to ascend to the top of Eastcliff!”

After that, he told the three of them to go inside because the scene afterward would be
brutal and inappropriate for them to watch.

A little more than ten minutes later, a few cars stopped outside, and the people who
arrived were masters of the Jackson, Lach, Lewis and Telk Family—Connor, Wilson,
Felix, and Aloysius. In addition, there was also the old master of the Telk Family, Philip.

These four families were in cooperation with Matthew, so they arrived the earliest.
Soon, two more families arrived, and both of the masters of the family appeared to be

terrified. Upon arrival, they immediately rushed to Mattthew and bowed deeply. “Mr.
Larson, we're here to apologize to you. We were bewitched by the Sandels and the




Leighs’ charm and made you our enemy, but we've realized our mistakes now. Please
give us a chance; we won’t ever do something like this again!”

These people were no fools, and they already knew what happened this evening; Jinny
was now the Supreme Charm Master and had become the highest leader in Orleans—
even Lord Voodoo had fled after suffering a heavy defeat, so the situation was now
carved in stone.

The passionate kiss which Jinny gave Matthew was proof of her loyalty. Phoenix was
now Matthew’s friend, and even Poison Spider was standing on Matthew’s side. Right
now, Matthew totally had the upper hand, and even if the Ten Greatest Families were
capable, they were definitely not his match! Hence, the only choice they had now was to
ask for forgiveness.

Without even so much as glancing at them, Matthew waved his hand. “Go and stand
over there.”

Both masters of the families didn’t even utter a word and staggered to the side, standing
in a corner obediently. After that, two more masters of the family came, and even
though they seemed unwilling, they still apologized to Matthew.

Just as before, Matthew told them to stand at the side.

Feeling unjustified, Arthur, the master of the Gibson Family, shouted angrily at Matthew,
“‘Matthew, don’t get ahead of yourself. We're the masters of the Ten Greatest Families
after all, and we came here after one word from you to apologize to you, but what’s up
with this attitude of yours? Do you really think that we’re such pushovers—”

Before he could finish speaking, Tiger came from behind, grabbed him by his neck, and
pushed him to the ground. At the same time, he held a dagger in his other hand and
sliced off one of his ears.

A cry of pain came from Arthur, and the men he brought along wanted to rush in
immediately, but Tiger's men were ahead of them and struck down all of them on the
spot mercilessly!
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Chapter 1197 At Your Own Risk?

Arthur roared, “Larson, this means war against the Ten Greatest Families! Are you sure
you want a head-on confrontation with us? You’ve broken our rules, and even if Billy
comes back, he won'’t be able to say anything to help you out in this case!”




Giving him a snort, Matthew then said, “It has already come to this, and you still don’t
understand what’s going on? I’'m not the one who started a war with the Ten Greatest
Families; you guys were the ones who started it first.”

A look of confusion appeared on Arthur’s face. “Who started a war with you?”

Loudly, Matthew said, “What did you guys do when | was faking death? | had no feud
with you, but in the end, you ganged up with the other five families to take over my
construction company as well as Cunningham Pharmaceuticals! So, who was the one
who broke the rules first?”

Stunned, Arthur suddenly remembered that they were really the ones who started the
trouble this time.

Back then, everyone thought that Matthew was dead, so they wanted to get a share by
occupying the construction company and Cunningham Pharmaceuticals.

Unexpectedly, Matthew was still alive and came back to settle the scores with them, so
he really wasn’t breaking the rules!

Gritting his teeth, Arthur argued, “B-But | already apologized, yet you’re still not letting
me go. What do you mean by this?”

Matthew snorted. “Apologize? Hmph, you guys came to make a scene at my place and
expected it to be settled after an apology? If | was the one who did that, would the Ten
Greatest Families let me off?”

All of a sudden, Arthur had no words to refute.
“I'm giving you a chance. Scram over there and go down on your knees, then | can keep
your family alive. Otherwise, I'll wipe out your entire family!” Matthew said in

indifference.

Blood rushed to Arthur’s face, but he trod over to the side obediently and kneeled down.
Out of wits, he didn’t dare to say anything because Matthew had the upper hand now.

As for a master of another family, he quickly smartened up and stood at the side after
seeing what happened to Arthur.

Finally, only the two most powerful families out of the Ten Greatest Families, the Leighs
and Sandels, were not here.

Checking the time, Matthew saw that half an hour had passed, yet nobody from these
two families had arrived.




While everyone was staring at Matthew, a sneer spread across Felicia’s face. No matter
how aggressive Matthew was, as long as the Sandels and Leighs didn’t give in, it meant
that Matthew wasn'’t able to crush the Ten Greatest Families. After all, the other eight
families added together were not as powerful as the Sandels and Leighs.

“Matthew, half an hour has passed, yet no one from the Sandels and Leighs are here
yet! What did you say earlier? Oh, right. You said, they have to bear the consequences
at their own risks. So, how do you plan to let them bear this consequence?” Felicia
asked, her voice full of sarcasm.

The rest of the Cunninghams burst out in laughter; they were full of confidence as long
as the Sandels and Leighs didn’t bow down to him.

Composedly, Matthew answered, “Be patient. You'll find out soon enough.”

Then, he moved a chair and sat down in the yard, as though he was waiting for
something. A few minutes later, a few cars came to a screeching stop in front of the villa
entrance.

A group of people came down from the cars, and the one standing ahead of everyone
was the crown prince, who was wiping off the blood on his hands as he sulked.
“Matthew, did the masters of the four families come to your place? Why are you so
quick? I was thinking of having a chat with them!”

Chuckling, Matthew then said, “Crown Prince, this is Eastcliff after all, so please show
me some face. | have some scores to settle with them.”

With a wave of his hand, he answered, “Sure. You’ve saved my life before, so I'll do you
this favor. By the way, I'll give you a couple of small toys.”

After he said that, his men dragged two men who were covered in blood into the yard,
and they were none other than Robert and Johnny.
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However, these two were covered in injuries and beaten beyond recognition, especially
Johnny, who had both of his hands cut off, and there was no part of him which was
complete. He looked incredibly miserable.

Everyone was paralyzed with shock. These two men were the masters of the two
biggest families in Eastcliff, and this was what happened to them?

What is happening now?




As for the other four masters of the family who had rushed over, all they felt was relief in
their hearts.

Luckily, they had come to Matthew, or else their ending may be worse than these two!

Finally, they knew what he meant when he said ‘at your own risks’; if they hadn’t come
over, the crown prince would be knocking on their doors.

And the crown prince was not such an easy person to negotiate with!
“Thank you!” Matthew said, bowing to the crown prince.

The crown prince waved his hand impatiently. “No problem. | paid back what | owed
you, so we're even now. But | have to tell you again: Don’t get in my way in the future.
Otherwise, don’t blame me for being rude!” After saying that, he turned and wanted to
leave.

However, Matthew suddenly called out, “Wait a minute!”
“‘What is it?” he asked with a frown.

Chuckling softly, Matthew then said, “| would like to play a game later, and I'm thinking
of borrowing your cards for that. Would you like to stick around for the show?”

Hearing that, the crown prince was immediately interested, and his face was filled with
excitement. “Really? Of course that’s fine by me. | love interesting games like these the
most! Hang on. I'll get someone to bring the stuff over.”

Happily, he took a seat at the side while Matthew had someone drag Robert and
Johnny to the front. Now, all the masters of the Ten Greatest Families were gathered.

Even though Robert and Johnny were awakened with cold water, they were still
shivering because the terror of being tortured by the crown prince were clearly etched in
their minds.

Standing in front of them, Matthew said coldly, “I guess both of you are very clear of the
reason you were invited over here this evening. I've always been one to draw a clear
line between love and hate. Although there were no grudges between us, you added to
my misfortune when | was faking my death. Don’t you think you’ll have to pay the price
for this incident?”

The masters from the six families looked at each other, but in the end, they turned to
Robert and Johnny, who were the leaders of the Ten Greatest Families.

With a pale face, Robert hissed through gritted teeth. “We admit we did wrong this time.
What kind of price do you want us to pay, Matthew?”




Snorting lightly, Matthew then answered, “Don’t worry. I’'m an impartial person. See, the
crown prince has a fun game. Let’s play a round, and I'll write off everything for whoever
beats me in the game. However, the loser has to pay a price to compensate me. |
wonder what everyone thinks of this.”

The masters of the six families looked at each other again, and Johnny asked loudly,
“What game are you playing?”

“Texas poker!” Matthew answered with a chuckle.

Instantly, everyone breathed a sigh of relief. Even though they weren’t experts in
gambling, they were aware that it was based on luck. So, it wasn’t guaranteed that
Matthew could win!

“Okay, we'll play with you, then.” Robert agreed.

Soon, the crown prince’s men rushed over, bringing with them the equipment for his
card game.

A blank look flashed across the faces of the six masters when they saw the glass table
covered with a piece of cloth, not knowing what was going on. But when Matthew lifted
the cloth, they were all stunned to see what was underneath.

“W-What are you doing with this?” Arthur stammered, sounding especially terrified
because the thing he was most afraid of was snakes.

A grin spread across Matthew’s face. “This is Texas poker. The cards will be thrown in,
and everyone can grab their own cards. The one with the biggest card is the winner.
The game is fair, equal, and open. Is there any problem?”
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“That’s not the way to play Texas poker!” Arthur argued in panic. “H-How do you play
like this? It means death if you’re bitten by the snakes! No, I’'m not playing this game!”

Instantly, Matthew’s face turned cold. “You’re not playing? Sure, you can leave once
you hand over all of the Gibson'’s properties and get your family out of Eastcliff!”

“That’s impossible!” Arthur yelled in anger. “Are you planning to devour all of my family’s
properties, Matthew Larson? Dream on! Even if ’'m dead—"

Before he could finish, Matthew waved his hand, and Tiger rushed forward, grabbed
Arthur by his neck, and pinned him to the ground.




“Beat him up and send men to his home. Tonight, they can either hand over all their
properties and leave as told, or their entire family will be gone!” Matthew ordered in a
chilling voice.

Nodding, Tiger dragged Arthur away without saying a thing.

Meanwhile, Arthur struggled with his might. Clearly, he was in regret, but he couldn’t
make a sound because he was held at his throat, leaving the other five masters with
completely pale faces, helpless at the situation.

Initially, they didn’t need to be afraid of Matthew with their strength. However, they had
helped Lord Voodoo in his fight with the 72 voodoo clans of Orleans. In the end, Lord
Voodoo had suffered a huge defeat, and their men had made a huge loss as well,
resulting in a high number of injuries and casualties.

And now, these six families didn’t have much power to protect themselves anymore.
Otherwise, the crown prince wouldn’t be able to catch hold of Robert and Johnny so
easily!

“Do you think you can cover up the truth, Matthew Larson? Amongst the Ten Greatest
Families, the oldest family has a history of almost three centuries. Do you think that you
can wipe us out completely with just one word from you?”

“You can give it a try to see if | have that power!” Matthew challenged indifferently.

Johnny opened his mouth, but no words came out. There’s no other choice, he thought.
We have no means of fighting back.

The crown prince came over and grumbled, “Hey, are we still playing? I'm saying this
now, Matthew: My cards and equipment are already here, and if these people don’t give
me a good show, I'll kill every last member in their family!”

The looks of the five masters changed again. It was obvious that the crown prince was
on Matthew’s side, and they could no longer go against him.

Finally, much to the crown prince’s delight, they bit the bullet and agreed to play with
Matthew.

After throwing the poker cards into the snake den, Matthew said, “I know that you guys
don’t dare to start first, so I'll set the first example for everyone.” Then, he reached his
hand in and drew out an ace of spade.

None of the poisonous snakes bit him, which made the other five masters gape in
amazement.




“It's your turn now!” With a smile on his face, Matthew pointed at Robert. “Since you’re
the leader of the Ten Greatest Families, we’ll start from you first.”

While the other four masters sighed in relief, Robert’s face was ashened, and he
wanted to refute. But when Tiger paced over, he quickly changed his mind.

Tightening his jaw, he extended a trembling hand into the glass table and drew out the
card on the outermost side.

Even though the card had a small number, he felt as though he had been saved
because he wasn’t bitten by a poisonous snake at least.

Next, it was Johnny’s turn, and he tried to do what Robert did. Unfortunately, he wasn’t
as lucky because a rattlesnake bit his finger just after he reached in with his hand, and
he roared in pain, drawing back his hand immediately.

But the rattlesnake had a lethal poison, and he almost broke down as he stared at his
blackened finger. “Save me... save me...” he pleaded, his voice trembling. “Send me to
the hospital quickly. Get an ambulance right away...”

Pacing to him, Matthew had a smirk on his face as he said, “Why do you need to go to a
hospital? I’'m a doctor, and | can cure this poison. However, you'll have to pay
something for the medical bill!”
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A look of dismay washed over Johnny’s face as he knew that Matthew was trying to rip
him off, but he had no other choice.

Bitten by a rattlesnake, he would die if he wasn’t treated immediately.

“H-How much are you charging for medical fees?” he asked shakily.

Matthew’s eyes crinkled as he grinned. “Not much. I'm just asking for thirty percent
shares of your company, the Leigh Group.”

Johnny’s eyes widened in disbelief. The Leigh Group was the foundation of his family,
and the entire group was worth more than 30 billion. Matthew asked for thirty percent of
shares straight away, which would be tens of billions.

“H-Have you lost your mind? That’s impossible!” Johnny yelled, furious.



Matthew gave him a shrug of his shoulders. “Never mind. If you’re not agreeable, then
you can continue to lie here while we continue with the game,” he said, pacing to the
side of the table. “Whose turn is it now? Let’s continue!”

Slumped on the ground, Johnny felt his arm turning numb, and his tongue stiffened. He
knew that it was the effects of the venom, and if he wasn’t treated quickly, it would really
be the end of his life.

Panic-stricken, he crawled to Matthew and said in a trembling voice, “Mr. L-Larson, I've
learned my mistake now, really. | shouldn’t have made an enemy out of you. H-How
about this? I-I'll give you one billion... No, two billion! Save me... Please save me!”

In reply, Matthew merely shook his head.

Devastated, Johnny pleaded, “Mr. Larson, t-that’s all the money | have, and | really can’t
give you the shares from the Leigh Group because it belongs to the entire Leigh Family.
| can’t make this decision by myself!”

“You have thirty percent of the shares from the Leigh Group under your name, and you
can make the decision for this thirty percent. Cut your crap if you’re unwilling to give it
up. Once you’re dead, I'll get my hands on the Leigh Group all the same anyway.”

Blood drained from Johnny’s face as it finally sank into his mind that Matthew was not
going to let his family go. In the end, he had to give in to his request.

After he signed the agreement to hand over the shares, Matthew gave him the
antivenin, and he slumped at the side, almost completely void of energy. As for the
other five masters, their faces were filled with horror because they were aware that
Johnny’s ending would be theirs as well.

Next, Matthew asked them to continue with the card game, and just like Johnny, these
people were forced to hand out the shares from their families after they were bitten by
snakes.

They had no other choice at all since Matthew completely had the upper hand today in
addition to the support of the crown prince. So, they could only succumb to their fate.

Finally, Matthew ripped them off clean by taking away the shares they had in their family
businesses.

Despite that, Matthew didn’t plan to let them off. While it was true that he didn’t kill these
six people directly, he had planted a poison in their bodies when they were leaving.

This type of chronic poison would act up six months later, and they would surely die
when that time came!




Leave no loose ends, Matthew thought. This was a truth he learned back then when his
family was slaughtered. Hence, he wouldn’t leave any possible trouble for himself in the
future.

Standing at the side, the Cunninghams were dumbfounded at the entire scene.
Although Matthew had totally robbed these six families of the shares in their family
businesses, none of the leaders of these families, who used to be the six most
influential families in Eastcliff, dared to resist one bit.

Finally, the Cunninghams knew just how strong Matthew had become, and this was
nothing they could even imagine!

Just as Matthew had said, after tonight, James and his family would become the most
influential and powerful family in Eastcliff.

Not only would they ride above the Ten Greatest Families, they would also set the new
rules of the Ten Greatest Families.

The Cunninghams had never been in deeper regret than now. If they had treated
Matthew better back then, they would be standing next to him at the peak now!

Unfortunately, it was too late for regrets at this point.



