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At the same time, the Emsgate bunch was upset about Martin’s biased attitude and 
wanted to argue with him. Following the appearance of those seven people, they 
immediately suppressed their urge to do so. 

They then remembered that Martin was not only the King of Rivenia but also held the 
secret to making a fortune. Most importantly, he was the vice president of the Marine 
Corps. 

At that instant, the scene plunged into silence. 

Everyone knew that no matter the dispute, it was all because of their dignity, and though 
both sides were destined to battle it out, it was certainly not now. 

Men would die for wealth, while birds would die for food, but now, they had not even 
seen any signs of wealth or food. However, someone’s appearance shattered that 
strangely quiet scene. 

“My apologies. It was such a long journey that I arrived late.” 

Following that voice, someone slowly made it onboard the warship. 

Although Aurelius had tried his best to catch up, it was such a long journey that he 
arrived later than everyone else. 

When he led Fabien and the other masters from the Damron Family to the deck, the 
strange atmosphere instantly dissipated. As for the seven emissaries, the terrifying aura 
surrounding them also vanished instantly. Similarly, the others had also withdrawn their 
attacks. 

At that instant, the scene mysteriously returned to its lively atmosphere. 

In the meantime, Matthew could not help but feel bothered. It was then that he saw for 
himself the real strength of the Ten Greatest Families of Cathay and the Six Kings. 

Martin was the King of Rivenia. His strength was already unfathomable, but the 
terrifying aura emitting from the seven Marine Corps Emissaries made Matthew feel 
suffocated. Visibly, those few were masters among advanced grandmasters. 



As for Levi, there was nothing more to say because Matthew had already witnessed 
how scary Black Robe was when they were at Eastshire. Today, he even got the 
chance to see the rumored Flaming Guardians. 

Despite only having more than a dozen people, none was weaker than him, and along 
with a few advanced grandmaster-level captains’ auras interspersed between them, it 
was easy to see how powerful their combat strength was. Also, Matthew could not 
detect the aura from the people behind the newly arrived Aurelius. 

It was a no-brainer that those few were advanced grandmasters as well. When he 
thought of that, he suddenly remembered something. 

When he and the Damron Family previously battled each other, his opponent did not 
send out any advanced grandmasters. There had to be some kind of restriction which 
stopped these otherworldly masters from attacking. 

Perhaps that restriction came from today’s Martial League. Still, all of that was 
Matthew’s guess. He would know the truth after breaking through to the advanced 
grandmaster level. 

While Matthew was lost in thought, Martin piped up, “It’s fine. Welcome aboard, Master 
Damron. You finally made it, but you are indeed late. Our banquet has ended.” 

After cracking a joke, he continued, “All right. All of you must be tired from the journey, 
so rest early. We can continue tomorrow…” 

Following his lead, the others had smiles on their faces while bidding each other 
goodbye. “Mr. Newmont, Master Levi, we’ll be taking our leave now.” 

After that, everyone began leaving the scene. 

As for Aurelius, he exchanged a few pleasantries with the two kings and left with the 
Emsgate people. Meanwhile, the man behind him turned around and glanced at 
Matthew. 

When their gazes met, the other party gave Matthew a mysterious smile. 

Matthew was confused, but he still nodded his head in acknowledgment. 

Nothing happened in between, and Matthew left with Phoenix after everyone returned to 
their yachts. 

As for Levi, he stayed behind to continue his discussion with Martin. Phoenix, who was 
about to get off the warship, suddenly felt something strange and stopped moving. 
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While looking at the retreating Emsgate forces, Phoenix slowly scrunched his eyebrows. 

Since Matthew was behind him, he naturally noticed Phoenix’s change. “Phoenix, 
what’s the matter?” 

There was no reply. Instead, he pulled Matthew and quickly returned to the cruise ship. 

Back inside the room, Phoenix furrowed his eyebrows. “I just sensed Lord Voodoo’s 
presence…” 

When he said that, Matthew was instantly startled. 

Before coming here, Rat had leaked the news that Lord Voodoo was still alive to him, 
but Matthew did not expect that guy to slip onboard as well. Previously, he and Lord 
Voodoo could be said to have fought each other in a life-for-a-life battle, which ended 
with both of them losing all their cultivation base. 

Could Lord Voodoo also have an ancient divine weapon and manage to use its sword 
energy to restore his hara? 

Following that thought, Matthew immediately dismissed that outrageous idea. 

Yet, when he remembered Lord Voodoo’s stealthy charms, he could not help but 
become more cautious. “Can you pinpoint Lord Voodoo’s exact location?” 

After all, Lord Voodoo’s charms and curses were ever-changing, and the Immortal 
Charm was the best proof of that. He had forced Lord Voodoo into dire situations 
several times, but the latter used the Immortal Charm to escape. 

If they could seize this chance to find Lord Voodoo, it would be the best opportunity they 
had to kill him. The enemy was in the shadows while they were in the light, so it would 
be best if they could eliminate the enemy for good. 

However, Phoenix shook his head resignedly at Matthew’s question. “Although I’ve 
sensed his presence, it was only briefly…” 

At that, Matthew frowned. He was confused as to why Lord Voodoo would appear here. 

Hmm… It’s reasonable to assume that it‘d be difficult for him to get on board with so 
many forces gathered here. 



Wait! 

Thinking of that, he suddenly thought of something. 

Not if he has someone covering for him… 

Is it the Damron Family? 

But that’s impossible… They want nothing less but to eliminate Lord Voodoo. As for the 
King of Rivenia and Emsgate forces, they are even less likely to do that. They have no 
connections with Lord Voodoo, so why would they help him? 

If all of them aren’t the culprits, then there’s only one left, Master Levi… 

At that point, Matthew was even more confident that Levi had taken Lord Voodoo away 
that day. 

But why would Master Levi cover for Lord Voodoo? 

Master Levi couldn’t let Lord Voodoo kill him because he was still of use to him. 
Moreover, without his cultivation base, there was no telling if Lord Voodoo could kill 
him… 

With a few taps on the table, he gave up after failing to figure anything out. 

At that moment, Phoenix asked, “I heard you suffered an internal injury.” 

When mentioning that matter, Matthew could only reply with a bitter smile. Up until then, 
he still could not figure out what grudge he had with that woman who suddenly yelled at 
him. 

“Yes. I was attacked by a few of those young warriors from Emsgate. They’re quite 
strong, but I still can’t figure out their grudge against me.” 

Now that the topic had been changed, the atmosphere in the room was no longer as 
heavy. 

When Phoenix noticed Matthew’s puzzled expression, he explained, “The Baeddans 
framed you for killing Zayn and the Emsgate’s national doctor, Baltazar Dupont. In 
addition, they created rumors that the Martial League has been secretly covering the 
fact that you killed those people. That’s why they hate you.” 

After that explanation, Matthew instantly understood many things. 



No wonder the Martial League’s investigators had shown up at his door at Renew 
Pharmaceuticals and asked him where he was the night before, followed by testing and 
taking pictures of the Thunder Sword. 

That must be related to Baltazars death… 

Another possibility might be that someone slandered Matthew or pretended to be him 
and killed Baltazar. 

Lola and Hildegard had previously reminded him that his fatal disaster was nearing, so it 
might have something to do with this and even have begun taking effect. 

Those young warriors from Emsgate were the best proof of that. 
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Just as Matthew and Phoenix were investigating Lord Voodoo’s appearance, another 
force was approaching them from afar. 

Under the moonlight, a speedboat was racing across the sea, and standing at the front 
was a figure gazing ahead. Behind her was a large sword that was as wide as her 
shoulders. 

That figure was Freya. 

She was careless in her previous battle with Fabien at Bainbridge. Back then, she had 
just broken through to a new realm and was subsequently ambushed and poisoned. In 
the end, she could only admit defeat. 

Fabien’s sudden surge in strength had deeply surprised her as well. They could be 
considered fellow apprentices for years, so she naturally knew his situation well. 

Before joining the Unrivaled Swordsmen Sect, he had been severely wounded and did 
not get treatment in time, leaving him with a profound hidden injury. 

Besides that, the martial arts he practiced were the Bane Family’s mixed martial arts. 
That technique had a terrifying explosive power, which required quick and fierce 
attacks. It was considered the top martial arts technique in all of Cathay, but taking that 
path had its corresponding effects. 



If one used the Bane Family’s mixed martial arts for long periods, one would suffer a 
tremendous side effect, dyspnea, that could be said to be the Bane Family’s curse. 
Moreover, learning martial arts would more or less leave some hidden injuries. 

When hidden wounds and dyspnea were combined, as the person aged, they would 
manifest into a secret bomb inside the body. 

Old Mr. Bane was the best example. Therefore, Fabien, who had been practicing mixed 
martial arts since he was young, could not avoid that fate either. it was just that his 
talent in martial arts was indeed shocking. His cultivation base had never dropped, even 
with double the recurring illnesses inside his body. 

Naturally, he was still weaker when compared to his peers. Though Fabien was the 
senior back then, he was weaker than his juniors. 

Later, Freya started practicing the Demonic Sword Technique. After her personality 
changed, she began challenging her peers, besides Raven, and everyone who lost to 
her died under her sword. As for Fabien, he had been chased out of their sect, and he 
could not live much longer with his double recurring illnesses. 

That was why she did not go after him back then. Yet, when he reappeared, he was 
already the ruler of the Isle of Snakes. The next time they met was when they fought 
each other in Bainbridge. 

Freya did not expect that although Fabien looked sickly on the surface, his abilities had 
made an earth-shattering chance. When she thought of that, she could not help but 
remember the task Heath had given her. 

One was to ask Fabien what he had seen and heard inside Cloud Cave. The second 
was to retrieve the weapon he brought away from their sect, the Executioner’s Sword. 

Now that she thought about it, there must be a massive opportunity inside the Cloud 
Cave. Otherwise, Fabien’s cultivation base would not have increased tremendously. 
Plus, he might have agreed to Join the Unrivaled Swordsmen Sect to protect himself 
and hide from his enemies. 

Of course, all of that was Freya’s guess. Her journey to find Fabien this time was to 
apprehend him. Once she did, the truth would naturally surface. In addition, she 
accepted Martin’s invitation to this gathering because Heath had sent her to keep an 
eye on Levi and Martin’s every move. 

As for the news that Fabien would also attend this gathering, it was something Raven 
asked someone to tell her. 



When she received the information, she immediately headed over there, planning to 
take this chance to kill Fabien once and for all. His blood was the only thing missing for 
her to master the Demonic Sword Technique. 

While she was on her way, the cruise ship slowly rocked on dark waves. 

A black figure hid from everyone’s sightlines and slowly crept onboard. When he 
opened the door to a room, there was already someone waiting for him inside. 

“Everything is prepared on my side…” 

“Let’s wait a little longer. There are still many around. We’ll take action at midnight.” 

“Sure. Since Martin and Levi want to protect Matthew, I can’t let them have their way. 
How dare he disrespect our hidden sects!” 

“Matthew Larson must die!” 
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After conversing for a while, Phoenix discovered Matthew’s behavior was slowly 
becoming stranger. 

Thinking that it might be due to his previous internal injuries, he sensibly got up and left 
the room, leaving Matthew alone. 

At that moment, Matthew could finally relax. 

The next second, the majestic nimbus inside his body burst out like water from an 
opened dam and instantly flowed into every part of his body. Following that was 
immense pain, but he did not scream from the discomfort. Instead, his expression filled 
with surprise. 

That was right, surprise. 

Although the pain made Matthew uncomfortable, he could feel the changes in his body. 
Under the nimbus’ cleansing, he was constantly growing stronger. 

Could this be the remaining medicinal properties from the abundant pills and precious 
herbs I took at Renew? 



He was so caught up in his obsession that it affected his improvement back then. That 
was why there was still a large portion of remnant medicinal properties in his flesh and 
bones from all the renewal and health-boosting pills he ate despite already achieving a 
tremendous improvement. 

The last thing he expected was for his injuries to extract them out. 

What a blessing in disguise! 

After thinking of that, he slowly entered his cultivation mode. While treating his injuries, 
he operated the Divine Skill and the Chant of Freedom. His strength was advancing at a 
rapid pace. 

*** 

During the dim of the night, the dark clouds were covering the moon. 

At 3.00 AM was when people were in deep slumber. In addition to the shadowed night, 
two figures took the chance to secretly exit their cruise ships. With no one around, they 
jumped off their boats. 

When their toes touched the water’s surface, they relied on the arts of lightness and 
silently sank into the sea. During all the actions. they only caused a slight ripple. 

On the other hand, Matthew happily rose to his feet after feeling that his injuries had 
healed. He slightly stretched his body before quietly pacing around his room, cracking 
his joints. 

After holding both hands into fists, he nodded in satisfaction. His abilities had increased 
sufficiently within four hours, and the nimbus and sword energy interlocking inside him 
had grown denser. 

Not bad… If I have to face the genius swordsman from this morning again, I can now 
beat him with these fists… 

Afterward, he grabbed the cup on the table, but the transparent glass shattered as he 
wrapped his hand around it. 

At that, he could only shake his head in defeat. Since his strength had increased too 
abruptly, he had not gotten used to them, but that was nothing major. 

After cleaning up and applying Auric balm to the cut on his cheek, Matthew felt 
exhausted. He thought it was because he was tuckered out from the long journey, so he 
did not think much about it and went to bed. 



When the two figures outside the door heard movement inside the room, they looked at 
each other and smiled. Then, one of them pushed the door open by force. 

The two sneaky figures were the Golden Sword Sect’s current Golden Swordsman and 
the Great Octavian. 

“Mr. Kaur, your Soul Suppressing Charm is amazing.” 

After that compliment, the Golden Swordsman pulled out the Scarlet Gold Sword from 
his back. 

Just as he was about to make a move, the Great Octavian stopped him. 

Disregarding the other party’s confusion, he explained, “Your golden sword leaves a 
unique slash mark that’s easily recognized.” 

It was still an inappropriate time for Emsgate to clash with the two Cathay kings, but the 
Golden Swordsman shook his head regardless of what the Great Octavian said. “It 
doesn’t matter. We’ll sink him into the ocean after killing him. That way, no one can find 
him.” 

With that, he raised his massive sword. 
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Inside Matthew’s dream, he saw the magnolia tree with emerald leaves and amber 
branches. 

After a light breeze, all the leaves descended from the tree, turning into an emerald-
colored beam that charged toward him. 

Just as he was about to touch it, he saw a wooden sword hidden within the light beam. 
It was glowing with silver light and was attacking the place between his eyebrows. 

Sensing a life-threatening danger, he instantly woke up from his dream! 

When he opened his eyes, he was met with the dim lights of his room, but he also 
surprisingly discovered two masked strangers standing beside his bed. 

One of them was raising a massive sword glowing with a cold light. 



The Golden Swordsman, Mathias Werner, was initially nervous as he was preparing to 
slash down with his sword, so when Matthew widened his eyes, he was naturally taken 
aback. 

During that slight pause, Matthew hurriedly rolled away and barely dodged the swift 
sword. By the time he grabbed the Thunder Sword from beside his bed, the bed behind 
him was sliced in half. 

“Who are you?” he bellowed upon finding his balance. 

Originally, he was planning on causing some noise to attract the others on the cruise 
over here. After all, just by looking at those people’s auras, he knew they were stronger 
than him. However, the Great Octavian, Mylo Kaur, seemed to have seen through his 
plans. 

“Forget about what you’re planning. Master Levi is still with the King of Rivenia, and 
Phoenix is nowhere nearby. The guards outside have been knocked out, so today will 
be your end.” 

Despite what he said, he was shocked because, reasonably speaking, Matthew should 
not have woken up so effortlessly after getting hit by his Soul Suppressing Charm. In 
the meantime, Mathias did not say much and immediately swung his sword. 

The glaring, icy sword energy charged straight at the space between Matthew’s 
eyebrows. 

He knew he could not keep his strength hidden when facing enemies stronger than him. 

Following the surge of sword energy, he pulled out his Thunder Sword. With the Sword 
Break technique, he flung the blade before a wave of invisible sword energy bolted 
forward. 

Sensing danger, Mathias instantly stopped moving and used the Scarlet Gold Sword 
before him to block the attack. 

With a crisp sound, he was forced to retreat a few steps. 

Looking at the cut on his hand, he laughed. “Sword energy? I didn’t expect you’d have 
such talent in the art of the sword. If that’s the case, that’s more reason we need to kill 
you.” 

Shocked, Matthew did not expect Mathias to block his attack, which always succeeded. 

Could that guy be a strong advanced grandmaster? 

Even if he isn’t, he must be infinitely close… 



“Who are you? I don’t recall having any grudges with you.” At that moment, he only 
wanted to buy some time because the guy holding the sword was already stronger than 
him, let alone the master beside him, who was on standby. 

Although that master had not moved, his position had blocked all of Matthew’s escape 
routes. In comparison to the swordsman, that man was the bigger threat. 

On the other hand, Mathias seemed to think the operation was on its way to success. 
After a fancy move, he replied to Matthew’s question tauntingly, “Kid, since you’ve 
asked, l’lI kindly tell you the truth before you die.” 

However, Mylo seemed to have noticed Matthew’s plan to stall for time. 

Just as Mathias was about to continue speaking, Mylo urged, “Don’t fall for his trick. The 
kid’s trying to stall for time. Hurry up and kill him lest an unexpected event occurs!” 

After hearing that reminder, Mathias realized he was almost tricked. “You brat, how dare 
you trick me! Die!” 

Once his words fell, he squatted his lower body, and a terrifying sword energy surged. 

The unfolding scene grimaced Matthew, but it was also then that he realized their 
identities. 
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