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Daniel replied in an unhappy tone, “Did you call to argue with me?”

Stella chuckled before she said softly, “I was worried that you would be upset
by the capitalist’'s game. So, | called to check on you.”

Daniel scoffed and said, “Do what you’re supposed to do, and don’t think
about these unnecessary things. We did our best, and we should just leave
the rest to fate. It doesn’t matter what the outcome will be as long as we did
our part.”

“Well... we can actually do more.” Stella paused and continued, “If they can
reschedule their premiere, we can dig up their scandals. They like to use
plagiarism as their marketing strategy, right?

“Let’s stir up the topic even more and cause an even bigger commotion. We
can contact the original authors and get them to file a lawsuit against them
too. Let’s expose all the previous shows that they plagiarized to make money.

“We’ll emphasize protecting the original authors’ interests and condemning
those shows that claimed the drama or actors have nothing to do with the
original work, yet they benefited from it. They stole the work of someone else
and repackaged it as a brand-new drama to fool uninformed audiences. How
despicable is that!

“If they want the attention so badly, let’s use that against them to ruin their
reputation. It would be best if we could get rid of this corrupt practice in the
industry. If we can’t do well, no one will either.”

Daniel was taken aback and said after a while. “W-Who taught you that?”
“‘My heart of justice.”

The edge of Daniel’'s mouth twitched. “I can notice that there are some
personal grudges involved here. Is it because Bella stole your dog?”

Stella kept quiet.



‘I's been so long. How could he still remember it?’

Stella coughed. “l found the dog.”

“‘Oh.” Daniel lifted his brows. “Does it still recognize you as its owner?”
Stella replied, “He became even more clingier than before.”

Daniel clicked his tongue without saying anything.

Then, he said, “Keep that thought to yourself, and don’t spread it around to
others. Your idea is not only going to offend one or two people but more than
half of the industry and their fans. You think you're doing something righteous,
yet you’re just a villain destroying their idols’ stardom to the fans. All of them
will come after you.”

Stella replied, “I wasn’t planning to do that. | want you to do it, and I'll repost it
using a fake account of mine. After all, I'm going to earn a lot less money if
those fans were to really come after me.”

Daniel was speechless.
“Shut up and get lost.”

He hung up right after he said that.He thought that Stella was calling to
console him, but she actually wanted to mock him!

‘She looks like a decent person. | just can’t imagine that she would propose
something like that!’

Keegan was in his office. He handed the revised document to Aldor and said
in a flat tone, “Check it again. If there are no problems with it, duplicate a few
copies and distribute them. Follow the instructions written here.”

He stretched his arm out for a while, yet no one came to take the document
from him. He frowned and looked up.

Then, he saw his assistant scrolling through Facebook with his head down.

Keegan pursed his lips and threw the document on his desk. He lightly tapped
his fingers on the desk and said, “Do you need a day off just to play with your
phone?”



Aldor recollected himself and immediately showed his phone to Keegan. “Mr.
Kane, the premiere of World Peace has been rescheduled, and it will be airing
at the same time as The Palace tonight. The viewership of Madam’s new
drama will probably be affected.”

“‘Oh,” Keegan said. Then, he asked, “Is that why you’re slacking off at work?”
Aldor was speechless.
“‘Aren’t you worried at all?”

Keegan put the cap back on his pen and nonchalantly said, ” Get it printed
now.”

Aldor stopped speaking as he thought to himself, ‘This is such a perfect
chance for him to prove himself, yet he doesn’t care at all. Is this because he
already won her back?’
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Keegan immediately dialed Vermont's number as soon as Aldor left his office.
He said straightforwardly, “| need a favor.”

Vermont was lying on the couch and eating fruits. Keegan could vaguely hear
the sound of running water coming from the other side of the phone because
Felicity was busy cooking for him in the kitchen to speed up his recovery
progress.

His waist felt a little sore after lying down for so long. He was living his best
life lately.

After hearing what Keegan said, he lazily replied, “What is it?”

Keegan briefly told Vermont about his purpose of calling, and Vermont
refused without even hesitating. “You can go ahead and do these unethical
things yourself.”



However, Keegan was not angry as he calmly said, “| guess Miss Thompson
hasn’t read your medical record yet, huh? As your girlfriend, | think she should
have the right to know what really happened to you.”

Vermont kept quiet.

Then, he gritted his teeth and said, “You’re such an asshole. Do you
remember how much | helped you to get Stella back? n

Keegan sneered. “| would’ve forgotten about it if you didn’t bring it up. Stella
and | would be married again by now if it weren’t for you stirring things up
between us!”

Vermont was left speechless.

He coughed and stopped acting arrogant. Then, he tried to negotiate with
Keegan in a friendly tone. “I was just playing with you. I’'m your brother. Of
course I'll get that done for you. But please keep your mouth shut and don’t
mess with my relationship.”

Keegan scoffed. “Let me remind you, relationships built on lies are not going
to last. Don'’t play with fire or you'll end up getting burned.”

“‘How could you have the audacity to say that?” Vermont could not help but
retort. “Didn’t you lie to Stella by making her think that she wanted to sleep
with you? Did you lose your memory? Talk about the kettle calling the pot
black! If you can win someone over, it doesn’t matter what method you use as
long as you're going to treat her well, isn’t it?”

Keegan kept quiet.
Felicity came out of the kitchen while holding a pot as Vermont was speaking.
Vermont said in a low voice, “| have to go now. Bye.”

Then, he quickly put away his energetic demeanor and continued to lie on the
sofa weakly.

Felicity placed the pot on the table and quickly rubbed her reddened hands on
her ears.

She looked down and asked Vermont, “How are you feeling?



Does it still hurt?”

Vermont nodded weakly and said, “I've been lying down for too long and my
back feels so stiff.”

He sniffed as he spoke. “What did you make?”

“Stewed pork ribs with carrots.” Felicity paused before she continued, “Just
stay here and rest if it still hurts.”

Vermont thought to himself, “There’ll only be leftovers for me to eat if | sleep
now. It’s not going to be as delicious if | don’t eat it now.’

So, he said, “It's okay. It took you so much effort to cook this. How could | not
eat it right away?”

After that, Felicity helped him stand up. Then, he placed a cushion on the
couch and let him sit on it.

To make his acting look more realistic, Vermont kept his back straight after
sitting down as if he could not bend it at all.

Felicity went to take a posture corrector belt and said in a low voice, “I'll help
you put this on. It'll make you feel a little better.”

Vermont nodded.
Felicity held the belt, wrapped it around his waist, and fastened it.

She was standing very close to Vermont. It was so close that Vermont could
see the mole below her neck by just lowering his head.

Felicity had somewhat light-colored hair, and even the hair on her body was
translucent. When she bent her neck down, Vermont could see her cervical
vertebra extending all the way into her T-shirt.

Vermont pursed his lips and shamefully discovered that compared to a
completely naked woman, a casually exposed patch of skin like this turned
him on even more.
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Vermont was still indulging himself in his dirty thoughts when Felicity suddenly
lifted her head. Then, her lips accidentally brushed against his chin. Both of
them were stunned, and the awkwardness followed.

Of course, Felicity was the more embarrassed one, and there did not seem to
be any special expression on Vermont’s face.

Felicity cleared her throat, breaking the awkward silence.” How do you feel? Is
it too tight?”

“It's fine.”

Vermont replied as he secretly observed Felicity’s reaction with an indifferent
face.

“Good.” Felicity then asked, “Why did Keegan call you just now?”
Vermont’s hand trembled, and he almost fell from his seat.
“It's nothing. We just chatted.”

Felicity did not ask any further as she filled his bowl! with the dish she made.
Then, she sat beside him and asked, “Does your company have a group
chat?”

“Yeah. Why?”

Felicity’s eyes sparkled. “Can you ask them to boost Stella’s viewership, then?
Bella’s new drama is going to be aired on

the same day as Stella’s. I'm kind of worried about her premiere’s viewership.”

Vermont chuckled. “There are only about a hundred members in the group
chat. | doubt they’re going to help much.”

Felicity slumped her shoulders in disappointment as soon as she heard that.

Vermont comforted her after seeing how disheartened she looked. “The
shows haven’t even aired yet. It might not turn out as bad as you think it will.”



Felicity was not expecting anything. She knew how difficult it was to compete
for viewership against a popular drama like World Peace.

However, she was still going to sit in front of the television and contribute to
the viewership of her best friend’s drama on that night.

Felicity had connections, and she could see the live viewership data of various
channels in real-time.

She watched the drama while keeping a close eye on the data.

As expected, the first episode of World Peace had a peak rating of more than
4, which was considered excellent.

The first episode of The Palace scored 1.3, which was considered average.

Felicity thought that The Palace had no chance to beat World Peace anymore,
but The Palace’s viewership began to spike suddenly when the second
episode was aired.

It started from a mere 1.5, and slowly increased to three and even surpassed
it.

When she went to check on World Peace’s data, she found out that its second
episode was not aired on that day.

However, that channel unexpectedly broadcasted an interview with the R&D
team of Vinci Rivera.

At the same time, both dramas topped the trending searches on various
online platforms. Felicity watched the hashtag
#WholsTheActressPlayingTheEmpressinThePalace slowly climb up the
charts.

Keegan managed to get The Palace a chance to turn the table around after
the premiere. The viewership of The Palace stayed in the top three for the
next few days, and its viewership kept increasing bit by bit.

World Peace’s premiere rating had surpassed 4, and it remained at the top.
However, its overall viewership rate was declining. It was only able to keep
the netizens talking about it because of its intimate scenes between the male
and female leads.



On the other hand, the topics revolving around The Palace focused more on
the plot and acting skills. More and more people started mentioning Stella’s
name because a gorgeous yet talented actress like her was extremely hard to
find in the industry.

Felicity had a feeling that The Palace was going to blow up, and Stella would
become a superstar. Soon, the era of capitalistic beauty standards would be
reshaped as well.

The competition between the two dramas was very intense. Meanwhile, the
atmosphere in the set of Motives of Murder was very awkward.

The two female leads of both dramas were the female lead and supporting
actress of Motives of Murder, so comparisons between them were inevitable.

Stella did not want to have anything to do with Bella, so she would keep a
distance from her as soon as she filmed her part.
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They had almost done filming their scenes together. After this one, they would
only have to film the final scene before wrapping up.

Daniel’s assistant shared the good news in the group chat. Stella briefly read
it and jumped in the queue to touch up her makeup.

She was going to film a scene with Leighton, Bella, and a few others.

She could only have her makeup touched up on the set because she did not
have to change her costume.

The male and female leads had their personal makeup artists. However,
Stella and the other actors had to share one makeup artist because the other
one took a leave due to family matters.

With only one makeup artist, the waiting time became very long.

Leighton’s makeup artist held a brush and gently outlined his face.



Leighton kept turning his head to the side, and the makeup artist had to
constantly adjust himself to follow his movement, even when contouring his
face.

The makeup artist was very annoyed but did not dare to complain.

Leighton’s manager, who was standing at the side, paused. Then, he traced
Leighton’s gaze and saw Stella playing with her phone.

Everybody else was standing because they were doing on-set makeup.

Stella was required to wear a pair of heels to film that scene, so her legs
started to feel sore after standing for some time. That was why Stella had to
change her posture every now and then to stretch her legs.

Leighton’s manager looked away and asked the makeup artist, ‘Is it done?”
“‘Almost,” the makeup artist replied.

Leighton’s facial features were perfect and did not require a lot of makeup.
However, his role was supposed to be a forty-year-old man, so the makeup
artist had to use contour to create the appearance of an older man around his
eyes and brows.

The director wanted to cast a different actor to replace Leighton while filming
his character at an older age.

However, Leighton offered to do it himself. Stuart was so impressed that he
could not stop praising him. He said that saying that he saw the determination
and conviction of the younger generation in him. However, his manager
thought otherwise.

Leighton’s manager knew very well that he only wanted to spend more time
with his crush. After all, he was going to start filming a new drama as soon as
this one ended, and nobody knew when they would meet again.

However, despite his ulterior intentions of wanting to act with his crush for a
longer time, his manager could not deny that he did an excellent job at
portraying a forty-year-old man. Perhaps that was... the power of an idol.

Leighton’s manager was not worried at all about any scandal breaking out
between Leighton and Stella. After all... from his observation, he could tell
that Stella was not interested in him.



Even he knew who to choose between a wealthy heir in Rivera and a popular
idol adored by many female fans.

However, he figured that there would not be any harm for him to establish a
good relationship with Stella for Leighton. After all, there was a possibility that
Keegan would offer Leighton a few endorsement deals if Keegan was happy.
At the same time, that would also ultimately increase Leighton’s income.

As he thought about that, he asked Leighton, “Should | call Miss Jewell over
and let Miller touch her up?”

Leighton’s ear twitched. '"Hm. Whatever.”
The manager lifted his brows. ‘What a poser.’

“It's fine if you don’t want to. After all, Miller is your personal makeup artist.’
Leighton’s eyelid twitched, and he pointed his middle finger at his manager.

The manager laughed and playfully cursed back at him. Then, he turned
around and went to look for Stella.

Stella’s toes were hurting from wearing the heels, so she kept shifting her
weight between her two feet. She got so bored waiting that she decided to text
Keegan to annoy him.

She downloaded a picture of toes squeezing out of the heels from the internet
and sent it to Keegan with a WhatsApp Message. [Look at my new shoes.]

Keegan was discussing how to improvise the blueprint with Aldor when the
notification of Stella’s message popped up.

Aldor wanted to look away, but Keegan had already tapped and opened it.

Then, Aldor saw the picture that Stella sent and almost laughed out loud
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Keegan read Stella’s message and replied in a serious manner.



Aldor took a peek, and the edge of his eyes twitched.
Keegan replied, [Did you get rid of the mole on your foot?]

Aldor’s eyelid twitched even more as he quickly grabbed Keegan’s hand
which was about to hit the send button.

“Mr. Kane, that’'s not Madam’s foot.”
Keegan paused and glanced at him. “How can you tell?”

Aldor immediately explained himself. “This picture went viral a while ago, and
a user turned it into a WhatsApp sticker.”

He took his phone out, and indeed, there was a sticker of the exact same
picture on his phone.

Keegan looked at it and said curiously, “Why would she suddenly send me a
picture of someone else’s foot?”

Aldor thought about it and came up with an assumption. “Maybe the shoes
she is wearing don’t fit her, or maybe she’s just messing with you.”

Keegan asked, 'How can we find out?”

Aldor found a picture of heels stretched out by chubby feet and sent it to
Keegan. “Send this to Madam,” he said.

Keegan followed his suggestion.

Stella could not stop laughing after seeing that picture. When there was no
one around, she sent a voice message to Keegan in a quirky tone. “The
shoeys on the set are so smalley, and my feety are hurty.”

Keegan saw her reply and played the voice message.

Then, Stella’s coquettish voice came through the iPad.

Suddenly, both men fell silent.

Aldor suppressed his laugh and coughed, “It seems like her shoes don't fit
her.”



Keegan felt goosebumps all over as he replied, [We probably wouldn’t be
together if you talked to me like this on the first day we met.]

Stella laughed for some time after reading Keegan'’s reply.

There was something about Keegan himself, as he could manage to remain
single before marrying Stella.

Stella attended a class reunion a few years ago. One of her classmates told
Stella that she was looking for a job in Rivera, and she could not find a place
to stay. So, she asked her if it would be okay for her to stay at her place for a
few days.

The truth was that Stella was not very close to her when they went to school
together, and they were just normal friends. So, Stella felt a bit reluctant when
she made that request.

However, there were many other of her old classmates there, and when that
person made that request, everybody else chimed in to help her.

They completely put her on the spot. At that time, she thought to herself, ‘If |
said yes, Keegan is probably going to be upset, but everyone is looking at me
right now. I’'m going to look very inconsiderate if | were to reject her since she
has already put herself aside and asked.’

So, she contacted Keegan and hesitantly told him about it.

She thought that Keegan would be unwilling, but he did not say much after
listening to her. Instead, he told her to inform the housekeeper and have a
room prepared for her classmate.

Keegan was not against it, so Stella said yes.

Then, Stella brought her “old classmate” on the same evening that day



