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The housekeeper had already cleaned up the room, and Stella wanted to just
quickly send her old classmate to the room.

However, her old classmate seemed very interested in her house and insisted
on meeting Stella’s husband to thank him in person.

At that time, the huge wedding photo in the living room had not been installed
yet and there were not any photos of Stella and Keegan on the first floor.

Her old classmate kept speaking in a regretful tone saying that Stella should
not have gotten married so early because of how well she did at school. She
even said that marriage should not be built on only materialistic things, but
common values. She also mentioned that a huge gap in age difference would
often lead to a problematic relationship.

Stella listened to her words and realized that she was implying that she had
married an older man for his money.

Stella immediately got a little mad at her. However, she did not confront her
about it out of politeness. Instead, she began to treat her old classmate a lot
colder.

Stella’s old classmate probably realized that she had spoken too much and
stopped talking about that topic.

Stella would only think that her old classmate was bad at socializing if
everything ended there.

However, when her old classmate saw Keegan returning home and found out
that he was Stella’s husband, her attitude took a big turn.

She began calling Keegan by his first name and would even compliment him
when he drank some water by saying, “Keegan, you look so attractive when
you’re drinking water.”

Stella’s old classmate was petite and had a decent-looking face, but it was
nothing too outstanding. However, she was very popular among the guys



during their school days. She never had to lift a finger whenever there was an
event that required the students to move their chairs and tables because there
would always be guys who were not even her boyfriend offering to help.

Even Stella, who was the prettiest girl in school, had never experienced a
privilege like that.

Stella used to tell Felicity about this and wondered why she could not get the
guys’ attention like her old classmate. She just could not figure out why none
of them would offer to help her.

Felicity’s response hit the nail on the bed. “Well, it's because she knows how
to act cute. All men are the same. They’ll lose control whenever they heard a
woman acting all sweet.

“And you? Although you have a pretty face, you speak like a man. When guys
asked you for your number, you’d tell them that you don’t have a subscription
plan; when they ask if you're hungry, you’d tell them you just ate; when they
asked if you're drunk, you'd say that you can barely taste the alcohol. No one
dares to flirt with a girl like you. They just don’t know how to deal with you.”

Stella did not agree with her at first. However, as time passed, she began to
realize that the girls who got the most attention from the guys were not
necessarily the prettiest, but rather those who were outgoing and would treat
guys as their brothers if they were not the type who loved to act cute.

Her old classmate was one of them.

When Stella heard her calling Keegan by his name, she got goosebumps all
over. She shifted her gaze to Keegan and did not see any special reaction on
his face.

Stella was actually kind of unhappy with how her old classmate addressed her
husband. However, her old classmate claimed that she did that on purpose to
test her husband as soon as Keegan walked away.

Stella was confused.
Her old classmate explained in a serious tone, “Rich men are usually

unfaithful, especially those who are handsome. Most of them can’t resist
temptations at all. Did you notice how he did not reject it when | called his



name so suggestively in front of you? It means that he still enjoys being
admired by other women. You better watch out.”

Stella felt very uncomfortable after hearing what she said.

On one hand, she thought that how could one make a correct judgment about
a person in just a few minutes? On the other hand, she was bothered by the
fact that Keegan did not reject her old classmate as if he really did enjoy
another woman talking to him like that.

In those days, the caretaker took leave due to personal matters, so Stella
spent most of her time at the hospital. She would leave home early in the
morning and come back late at night, barely having the chance to speak to
anyone in the house.

Her old classmate said that she would only stay for a few days. However, it
had been a week, and she showed no intention of wanting to leave at all.

Stella felt as though it was very inconvenient for an outsider to stay in her
home. Sometimes when she wanted to get intimate with Keegan, her old
classmate would knock on their door to say that the door of her room toilet
was jammed or ask her how to use the hair dryer, which ruined their mood.

Their moods were completely dampened, and Keegan even moved to the
study room to sleep.

When Stella asked her about her job search, she would always say that there
were no suitable jobs for her. Stella recommended her to a few jobs, but she
either complained about the working hours being too long, the low salary, or
the need to work outside of Rivera.

Stella originally wanted to help her old classmate out of goodwill but ended up
bringing trouble upon herself.

Just as Sella was contemplating how she could tactfully ask her to move out,
she woke up the next morning, and her old classmate was nowhere to be
found
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When Stella asked Keegan about it, Keegan shot her another question. “Do
you want her to stay for another year?”

Clearly, Stella did not want that. Instead, she was more than happy that her
old classmate left. She just could not understand why she would just leave
without saying anything. However, Stella did not think much about it.

Stella would have forgotten about this incident. However, after two months,
her old classmate posted a paragraph on her Twitter account that was a
thousand words long, describing how she was harassed by her classmate’s
husband when she was staying at their house.

In the paragraph, she claimed that she did not tell her classmate about what
happened and kept everything to herself out of ‘good intentions”. However,
she saw the husband flirting with other women again, and she could not stop
herself from exposing him anymore.

A lot of people knew that the old classmate had gone to stay at Stella’s house,
so everybody knew very well who the old classmate was referring to.

Stella got furious. She immediately called this old classmate of hers, but she
just would not pick up.

The rumor about Stella getting married to an unfaithful man spread like
wildfire, and even her high school friends who did not know the old classmate
came to ask her about it.

Stella could not even sleep well for nights after what happened. After some
time, Keegan noticed something unusual and asked her about it.

So, Stella stopped holding back and told Keegan everything.

Stella might have believed in her old classmate if she stopped at claiming that
Keegan had gotten tangled up with his “old lover”. But there was just no way
that she would believe that Keegan actually harassed her.

Although Keegan could be mean at times, he was still a decent man. He
would never mess around with his wife’s classmates.

As expected, Keegan got extremely surprised after listening to Stella.

Then, he took his phone out and showed a video to Stella without

saying anything.

Keegan kept a lot of his information in the study room, so he installed a few
surveillance cameras inside.

The video that Keegan showed her was recorded exactly a day before the old
classmate moved out.

In the footage, Keegan could be seen working in the study room when
someone knocked on the door. Then, Stella’s old classmate came inside with
a cup of tea while wearing very revealing pajamas. It was about one o’clock at
night, and Stella was resting upstairs.



Her old classmate handed Keegan the tea, and as he reached out to take it,
she let go before he could touch the cup. Then, the tea spilled right on
Keegan’s pants.

Then, the old classmate very “helpfully” took a handkerchief and offered

to wipe Keegan'’s pants while she was half-kneeling on the floor.

Keegan pushed her hand away and told her to leave with an

unhappy expression.

The old classmate probably had never gotten rejected by a man like this
before, and she was so stunned that her face turned pale. After that, she left
the study room and moved out overnight.

After all, that was not something to be proud of, and she felt extremely
embarrassed too after getting rejected by Keegan.

It should have ended there, but after a few days, she met Keegan again when
she was accompanying her boss to meet a client.

She made a promise to her boss, saying that she was a friend of Keegan, and
she could definitely close the deal.

However, Keegan did not act like he knew her at all. She could not answer
any of Keegan’s questions regarding the product she was pitching, so the deal
was called off.

Her boss scolded her because of that. So, out of anger, she made up a story
like that to take revenge on Stella.

Stella boiled with anger after she found out about what had happened.

Since she could not confront her old classmate about it, she decided to send
the footage to all of her group chats.

Keegan even hired a lawyer to sue her for defamation.

However, Stella was not bothered to find out about the judge’s decision. Then,
this old classmate of hers just disappeared from all the group chats she was
in.

After that, Stella teased Keegan, “None of the guys could ever resist her. How
did you manage to keep yourself under control?”
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Keegan replied, “| didn’t. | snapped at her.”
Stella paused and burst out laughing.

Keegan was never going to let things go her way.



Stella did not know that there were other reasons why Keegan scolded her
classmate other than that incident alone. When her old classmate was still
staying in their house, she spoke ill of Stella to Keegan plenty of times.

The old classmate said that Stella was too materialistic and money- oriented.
She even accused Stella of bullying her other classmates and being very
arrogant at school. She also mentioned Sophia and called Stella
unsympathetic for rejecting an orphan into her family.

At first, Keegan kept quiet without giving any comment for Stella’s sake.
However, Keegan began to lose patience after she kept saying the same
thing.

He knew very well what kind of person his wife was, and he did not need other
people to tell him otherwise.

After seeing how resistant Keegan was toward her old classmate, Stella could
not help but laugh. “You’re lucky that I’'m being coquettish with you. Just stop
complaining.’

Keegan replied, “I prefer you begging for mercy, especially... when you’re
about to cry. I'm very attracted by that.”

Stella kept quiet.
“‘How shameless of you!”

Keegan then added with a serious expression, “| was talking about your acting
skills when you begged for mercy in front of the antagonists. What were you
thinking about?”

The edge of Stella’s mouth twitched, and she sent him a picture of her middle
finger.

Then, Leighton’s manager came to her. “Ms. Jewell, is it not your turn yet?’

Stella put her phone away and replied politely, “Soon, | guess. There are only
a few people left in the queue.”

Leighton’s manager smiled and said, “Leighton is done with his makeup, and
he wanted Miller to help you with yours.”



Stella wanted to reject the offer, but the manager added, ‘Leighton has
another event to attend tonight, and I'm worried that we won'’t make it there on
time if we finished shooting late today.’

‘Oh, he just wants to save time for Leighton.’

Stella thought to herself and gave up the idea of refusing him. Then, she said,
“Well, thank you so much.”

So, Stella and another actor followed Leighton’s manager and left.

Leighton was sitting very close to Bella, and they had to pass by her before
reaching where Leighton was.

After what happened to Yolanda, Bella’s reputation in the production team
plummeted, and she had been tucking her tail between her legs ever since.
Her arrogance only started to return after World Peace topped the chart.

After all, in the entertainment industry, the value she could create was far
more important than those minor scandals.

Having a premiere episode surpass the rating score of four was an
achievement that most people could only dream of.

However, the viewership of The Palace was not bad either. So, it was
inevitable for other people to compare Stella and Bella since they were now
working on the same drama, especially when Stella had previously dubbed
Bella.

This time, Bella very confidently used her own voice for this new drama. Of
course, her voice was significantly better than those new idols. But Bella was
going against Stella, who had years of experience in dubbing. The
comparison was simply one-sided.

Some sarcastic netizens even created hashtags like #
IsTheEmpressOfThePalaceUsingTheSameDubAsBella? and #
SometimesYoudJustGottaPayForDubbing to mock Bella’s voice-acting skills.
So, Bella resented Stella for that.

That was why when Stella walked past her, she broke character and suddenly
said sarcastically, “Having connections can really bring you places. It's



impressive how you could achieve such results in your first drama.
Congratulations, Ms. Jewell.
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The words, “having connections’ carried a strong sense of bitterness, and they
made Stella immediately stop walking.

The crew members around them heard what Bella said and looked at Stella.

In showbusiness, when someone said that an actress had connections, it
would often imply that she was a sugar baby.

After all, only a few people who were as rich as Nicole would venture into the
entertainment industry.

It would take an enormous of luck for an actress to participate in a big
production without having anyone to support her at the back. It was extremely
difficult.

So, a lot of them believed it when Bella said that Stella was a sugar baby.

With Stella’s gorgeous face, it was hard for others not to be convinced that no
one was backing her up in exchange for her body.

Even though some actresses did not want to take that path, once someone
took an interest in the actresses, there were various ways for one to force
them into complying.

In fact, there had been gossip circulating among the crew members such as
Stella having an unclear relationship with Mr. Saun of Elegant Media.

Whenever Stella had to be on the set, Mr. Saun of Elegant Media would visit
her, claiming that he wanted to pay more attention to his company’s artists.
However, he would never look at the actress who created the most value for
his company, Bella. Instead, his gaze was always fixed on Stella.

One time, when Stella had to film a scene where she got into a conflict with
another actor, the actor used too much strength and ended up leaving a red



mark on Stella’s wrist. Even though Mr. Saun did not say anything about it, his
eyes looked as if he was going to murder that actor.

And, when Bella passed out and was hospitalized, Mr. Saun had only visited
her once to deal with public relations. Then, never again.

The double standard was way too obvious for others not to make assumptions
about his relationship with Stella.

So, everyone naturally assumed that Bella was referring to Mr. Saun from
Elegant Media when she said that. Bella was very upset because of how
differently she was treated by the company compared to Stella.

Internal conflicts among artists were simply very common.
Stella turned around and glanced at her. Then, she chuckled.
Bella paused as she was puzzled. “What’s so funny?” she frowned and asked.

Stella shrugged her shoulders. “I just don’t think the result is anything great.
We’re only in third place on the chart, yet the person who's on top of it is being
sour about it. Don’t you think this is funny? After all, this is my first time seeing
a person with higher viewership mocking someone under her. You’re making
others think that I'm actually better than you.”

Bella’s face turned red. ‘What a sharp-tongued bitch.’
Then, she said, “It was just a joke, Ms. Jewell. Don’t be angry.”

Stella lifted her brows. “I'm not angry at all. I'm more than happy that you
praised me for the good result.” She paused for a moment before she
continued, “If we were to talk about connections, mine are nowhere near
yours. | remember in your first drama, you partnered with the most popular
actor at that time with the best production team. If | remember correctly, the
viewership of that drama was the highest among costume dramas in the past
ten years, and the record remained unbroken.”

Bella got a little angry when she heard Stella talking about connections. But,
as soon as she realized how familiar she was with her achievements, Bella
felt proud.



The more Stella knew about her indicated how much she was bothered by her
existence.

Bella was very happy that she could get into Stella’s head.

So, she smirked and said, “Ms. Jewell, you do know a lot about me, huh? Did
you find out about this on your own, or did someone else tell you about it?”

She deliberately emphasized the word “someone else”.

And Stella knew exactly who she was implying
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Stella and Bella had nothing to do with each other back then, and Keegan
could be the only reason why Stella looked her up.

Although Stella knew that Keegan did not have anything going on with Bella,
she was still provoked by what Bella said.

Tm never going to remarry him if this jerk can’t give me a reasonable
explanation after this!’

Stella suppressed her rising anger and put on a smile. “| don’t need anyone to
tell me that. That drama was so popular among all the major platforms back
then. I'm also a big fan of that drama.”

Someone at the side chimed in. “You're talking about Legacy, right? It was
amazing. | still rewatch it every year.”

“It's already been four years, and | heard that they are still generating tens of
millions from their annual royalties. It shows just how many people are still
rewatching it.”

Bella smirked, brimming with confidence.

It was just an achievement that anybody would be proud of.



Yelena, who had just finished her makeup, walked over at that moment and
chimed in. “l remember that this drama was a turning point for Nicole, and she
got nominated for the best actress because of it too. Before that, everyone
thought that she could only act in idol dramas, but she proved herself in
Legacy.

“She would’ve won the best actress award if it wasn'’t for the intense
competition that year. But Legacy opened a broader market for her. She has
become a familiar face in serious dramas while other actresses who debuted
at the same time as her are still chasing fame in idol dramas. My parents
would be glued to the TV every night whenever her show was being
broadcast.”

The look on Bella’s face froze.

When Yelena said that the other actresses who debuted at the same time as
Nicole were still chasing fame in idol dramas, she automatically thought that it
was directed at her.

Her face darkened as she glared at Yelena. However, Yelena did not even
notice that as she just turned around and continued chatting with other
people.

“My grandma is just the same! She doesn’t know any new idols when |
mention them to her. But, when | bring Nicole up, she immediately knows who
I’'m talking about! She even bought five bottles of the peanut oil that Nicole
endorsed! Nicole’s character as the orphan really touched people’s hearts,
and my grandmother always thinks that she’s not doing very well in real life
either. So, she wanted to help her... | don’t know what to say...”

“The male lead is doing very well too! The new movie that he starred in got
nominated in the Cantown Film Festival, and he only films movies now.”

“‘Not only that the male lead is doing well, but other actors who participated in
that show are also now big names in serious roles after Legacy blew up. The
director and scriptwriter did such a good job that they made both the drama
and the actors famous.

Bella’'s expression changed from being proud to not wanting to be involved in
this conversation anymore.



However, Stella was not going to let that happen. She just had to get the main
character involved since the topic had been brought up.

So, she asked after listening to what they said, “Does Bella have other
dramas that are not idol dramas? | thought Legacy was the only one because
| just couldn’t find any information about it online. Is the information on
Wikipedia not up to date?”

Bella kept quiet.
Everybody paused and exchanged glances.

Bella had two non-idol dramas. One of them was Legacy and the other one
was Rose Storm.

She was not exactly the protagonist in the former, but with the director’s
careful guidance and her beginner’s luck, her performance was not
considered too bad. It could even be the peak of her acting skills.

However, the cast of Rose Storm was nowhere as good as Legacy and her
acting skills could not portray her character well at all. Besides, Bella was
already a popular influencer when she filmed Rose Storm, so the production
team did not really dare to offend her.

She could change the script as she wished and even demanded to redecorate
the set just because she thought that it was not good enough. Rose Storm
was supposed to be a spy drama, yet it turned into a Mary Sue fantasy in the
end.

It received tons of criticism after being aired, and they were mostly directed at
the scriptwriter.

However, the majority of those who criticized it were Bella’s fans



