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The scriptwriter could not take it anymore and eventually published the
original version of the script in a Facebook post.

In the post, he hinted that he hoped for a day where he could have full control
over the script in the future as a scriptwriter himself, rather than succumbing
to what the current trend demanded. He also mentioned that one should leave
the professionals to handle professional matters and not blindly make
modifications to the script as well as let others take the blame.

The internet went crazy as soon as it was posed.

Many scriptwriters started sharing the post, and it gained a lot of traction.
Even the official media outlets responded to it.

Netizens fought tooth and nail online, but everything only lasted for half a day
before they were suppressed.

The viewership of Rose Storm plummeted after what happened, and the
production team did not even dare to buy a spot in the trending searches
when its final episode was aired.

Half a year later, Bella was given the title of the most disappointing actor/
actress of the year by an online trolling platform.

Needless to say, she did not go to receive the award. Otherwise, she would at
least have an award related to her acting career.

Rose Storm became Bella’s failed attempt at transforming her career. After
that, she returned to idol dramas and indulged herself in her fantasy.

Bella’s fans removed Rose Storm from Bella’s Wikipedia profile, and it could
not be found there under the shows she starred in. They even locked her
Wikipedia page and stopped others from making changes to it.

If anyone were to mention Rose Storm online, Bella’s fans would immediately
label that person as a hater, regardless of their intentions.



So, Bella would never say a thing about Rose Storm herself. The fact that
Stella brought it up hit Bella right in her weak spot. After that, Bella looked
very upset.

Attempting to make a career transition was nothing to be embarrassed about,
but stopping others from talking about it after failing was.

Stella was the type of person who loved to poke at others’ sore spots. Even
Keegan did not dare to mess with her and could only spoil her. Bella was
nothing in Stella’s eyes.

Stella pretended to be surprised after noticing that no one spoke. “Is there
none? Bella, is it true that you’ve only acted in one drama that’s not an idol
drama? That’s not right. You should expose yourself to other genres. Even
though idol dramas can get you a lot of fans, they’re not going to help you in
your future career. | know even older actors and actresses are venturing into
idol dramas too, but you can'’t expect to still be filming an idol drama when
you’re forty, right? You should at least give younger actresses an opportunity.

Bella’s face turned red to pale, and back from pale to red.

She refused to admit her failed transition and tried to save her dignity. “I just
didn’t take on any other dramas because | haven’t found the script that | like.
Of course, I'll take on the role if the script is good.”

Stella chuckled softly. “You don’t have to wait for scripts like the others, do
you? Don’t you have a boyfriend who knows a lot of people? If he could
secure a role for you in Legacy, I'm pretty sure that he can get you other good
scripts, right?”

Everyone around them widened their gaze.

There were plenty of rumors about Bella having a boyfriend, and the couple
was once caught on camera too. The most notable thing about it was Bella
spending the night with him in Lake Villa.

Someone literally took photos of them holding onto each other while going
back to Bella’s house.

Even though the photos on the trending searches were suppressed, it did not
stop people from talking about it. However, Bella had never come forward to
make any clarifications.



Bella’s career skyrocketed after that, and everybody believed that it was
because of her rumored boyfriend.

But this rumored boyfriend of hers seemed to have disappeared lately. It
occurred somewhere around the time when she terminated her contract with
Mount Olive Entertainment.

And, after that, Bella started to get lesser jobs and sponsorships. So,
everybody speculated that Vermont was her rumored boyfriend.

However, nobody dared to talk about it publicly. After all, Bella was a rising
star, and Vermont was the CEO of the five biggest entertainment companies
in the country. Nobody dared to offend either of them.

The statement that Stella just made showed how fearless she was.
Her actions could only be described with one word-bold!

When everybody else thought that Stella was going to trigger Bella, only Bella
knew that she was actually giving her a warning.

Interfering with others’ marriages and ruining a couple’s relationship was the
biggest scandal that she tried to hide.

There have been plenty of celebrities whose careers were ruined for the exact
same reason. Once she was exposed, her persona would crumble, and her
future in the entertainment industry would be completely hopeless.

Stella had plenty of ways to deal with her, but she preferred to enjoy the
pleasure of tormenting her like this
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Bella did not dare to take the risk of getting exposed nor could she afford to
take it.

She had no leverage at all ever since she underwent surgery.



Bella swallowed her resentment and said, “Ms. Jewell, that’s not true. | don’t
have a boyfriend. The media made it up.”

Stella smiled. “Is that so? After the multiple car crash on the bridge that time, |
personally saw that gentleman visiting you at the hospital. Would an ordinary
friend do that?”

Keegan, who was working in his office, mysteriously sneezed a few times in a
row.

Bella was starting to get annoyed by how assertive Stella was as she said
with a dark expression, “| already told you | don’t have a boyfriend. So, what
are you trying to say?”

Stella looked at her indifferently. “It was just a joke. Don’t you like to joke
around? There’s no need to get angry.”

Her response left Bella speechless.

Stella was not bothered to talk to her anymore. She turned around without
looking at her and left to touch up her makeup.

In truth, Stella would never want to push Bella over the edge if she would just
stay in her own lane.

If Bella were a little smarter, she would just stick with making money and
nothing else. After all, her popularity was not going to disappear overnight,
and she would always have another chance to make a transition. That way,
she could still be relevant in the industry even when she got older.

However, Bella just would not stop provoking Stella and imagined that Stella
was her enemy. There was just something wrong with her head.

The fact that Bella ditched The Tea Merchant and chose a subpar drama like
World Peace made Stella think that idols like Bella had to exist in the industry.

At least idols like her could show their fans the consequences of not studying
hard, which caused her to not be able to tell a good or bad script apart.

Leighton’s manager pinned him down on the chair. He was very worried that
Leighton would lose control and stand up for his crush.



It was just a small argument between two actresses, but it would turn into a
battle between two fan bases if he were to intervene.

Leighton’s manager did not want to clean up Leighton’s mess at all, so he did
not let go even if Leighton bit him.

“‘Hey,” Stella said while waving her hand.

Leighton’s anger was nowhere to be found as soon as he heard Stella’s voice.
He pushed his manager away and fixed his collar in a rather attractive manner
as he responded, “Mhm.”

Stella was taken aback.

‘Why is he so cold to me?

‘Didn’t his manager say that he voluntarily offered to touch up my makeup?
‘It doesn’t look like it at all.’

Stella licked her lips and coughed. “Um, can | have your makeup artist touch
up my makeup?”

She added before Leighton could say anything. “Forget it if it's not
convenient.”

“Sure you can!” Leighton blurted out when he saw that Stella was about to
leave. Then, he felt like he made himself look too eager and quickly
readjusted his expression. “We can get off earlier if everyone’s makeup is
done sooner.”

Stella immediately replied, “Don’t worry. I’'m not going to slow you down.”
Leighton kept quiet.

On the other side, Bella was in the washroom and the expression on her face
was extremely awful.

The fact that Keegan stopped supporting her and Elegant Media not taking
her seriously anymore, coupled with the emergence of new idols, her
popularity had started to go downhill. If she could not come up with a solution,
she would become irrelevant in less than two years. She had gotten used to a



glamorous and luxurious lifestyle like now, and she could never allow herself
to go back to her old life.

After thinking about it, she took out her phone and found a contact
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Bella dialed the number, and it went to a voicemail.

After mentioning her name, she ended the call. Then, she called the same
number again, and it was answered after a short while.

It was completely silent on the other end. It was so quiet that she could not
even hear the person breathing.

‘Hello.” Bella held her phone tightly and spoke.

Still, there was no response at all. Bella tightened her grip and said in a low
voice, “I've done what you asked for. Is it time for you to return the favor?’

A deep laugh came from the other end of the phone. Bella did not know if that
person used a voice changer, but it sounded very eerie and sent chills down
her spine.

Just when Bella thought that she would be rejected, that person asked, ’ How
would you like me to help you?”

Bella replied in a deep voice, “| want The Palace to be taken down.”
That person laughed scornfully upon hearing what she said.

Bella got a little irritated by the laughter as she gritted her teeth and asked,
‘What are you laughing at?’

Instead of answering her question, the person asked, ‘That drama was
approved through all the necessary procedures. How do you expect me to
help you with it? | don’t have that kind of power yet.”



‘I know there’s a way. You can find out about such a well-hidden secret.
Exposing a scandal of an actress should be a piece of cake for you, right?’

The person sarcastically replied, ‘Do you think that other people have so
many scandals waiting to be exposed like you?”

Bella ignored the sarcasm and said, “Stella hid the fact that she was married
and deceived the public. That's a scandal too, right? You can just expose her
for that.”

The person scoffed. “Hiding her marriage is nothing compared to cheating or
ruining someone else’s relationship. Have you seen an actress getting
canceled just because she hid her marriage history?”

Bella became even more annoyed. “Then, tell me. What should | do?”

The person kept quiet for a moment and said, “This is a question you should
be asking yourself. How can you make everybody on the internet boycott her?
Isn’t that what you do best?”

Bella frowned. “Would | have come to you if | knew?”

The person replied coldly in a sarcastic tone, ‘Use your brain. Do you
remember how you dealt with your competitors back then? Why are you
progressing backward now?”

Bella paused and abruptly realized what that person was implying.

The sins that she had been hiding in the dark were slowly being revealed
inside of her.

A face covered in blood appeared in her head, and her heart suddenly felt a
tight sensation, causing her breath to become rapid.

Bella clenched her fists and gritted her teeth. “l didn’t mean to do that!”

‘Does it matter?” The person spoke coldly, “Achieving your goal is the only
thing you should care about. After all, you’re not a person who feels guilty so
easily. It has been so many years, yet just look at how successful you are in
your career.”

Bella’s face turned extremely pale.



The person paused and continued, “Think about it. Compared to losing your
fame and sponsorships, and eventually going back to your old life, do these
things really bother you? Being at the top is what matters most regardless of
how you’re going to do it. Once you’re there, it's up to you to decide what's
right and wrong as you please.’

Bella thought about how ordinary her life was before meeting Keegan and
becoming a blood donor forthat little girl. No one seemed to notice her at all.

Not only that no one knew her name when she was just an extra, she had no
dignity either.

She was requested to squat on the floor to eat during mealtimes. Although
there were chairs, she was not allowed to sit there.

When male actors touched her private parts while filming, they would continue
to violate her if she did not speak up. However, they would call her overly
sensitive if she did. As a result, she would be kicked out of the set regardless
of what was morally right or wrong and not get to earn a penny after working
for a whole day.

Anyone on the set would look down on her, including the lead actors or some
minor staff with little authority, just because she was not famous and did not
have money or influence
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Bella was jealous of Stella. She was jealous that their lives were so different
despite sharing the same age.

Even after getting a divorce and joining the entertainment industry, Stella
could meet so many people to help her along the way. She managed to work
with a good director like Daniel on her first drama and was favored by a big
company like Elegant Media at the same time.

Meanwhile, Bella had to sell her body to get the same opportunity as Stella.

It took her so long to finally have a drama that could blow up, yet The Palace
came out of nowhere like a dark horse and trampled her.



She made a bet with the production team of World Peace, stating that if World
Peace could secure the top viewership spot of the year, the production team
would sign her for their next big drama, Twinkling Lights”.

That was why she ditched The Tea Merchant for the controversial drama,
World Peace.

The director of Twinkling Light was very fond of Nicole, so Bella agreed to film
World Peace just to secure herself an opportunity to be a part of the drama.

However, the viewership of World Peace was declining while The Palace was
soaring. If she continued to sit back and do nothing, she would become
someone that Stella described her to be; someone who could only film idol
dramas for a few more years before getting old.

Bella finally made up her mind after thinking about that. Then, she spoke in a
low voice, “I need you to find someone for me...”

Stella was done with her makeup very soon later.

She looked into the mirror and adjusted a few strands of hair beside her ear.
Then, she lifted her head and met with Leighton’s eyes.

Leighton moved away with a swoosh and avoided eye contact with her.
Stella was stunned.
'Are top actors all so unpredictable?’

They had been filming together for almost two months. Although they were a
couple in the drama, they did not have a lot of scenes together. Stella would
try to start a conversation with him whenever they filmed a scene together, but
he would always be on his phone with a cold expression.

He looked as if he did not want to talk to anybody, so Stella never approached
him.

Thinking that Leighton was about to finish filming his scenes and how he
shielded her from boiling water previously, she never had the chance to thank
him properly. So, she bit the bullet and walked over to him.

“Leighton... Dude, are you free after we finish filming tomorrow?”



Stella decided to call him dude after contemplating it for some time.

Leighton was younger than her, so calling him Mr. would make him look old.
But, calling him by his name did not feel very right either. So, she settled with
dude.

Leighton was a tall and handsome guy, just like a handsome dude in
university. ‘Hm... More handsome than the most handsome guy in my
university,” Stella thought to herself.

Leighton was clearly a little surprised that she took the initiative to talk to him.
He cleared his throat and said, “Probably. Why?”

Stella replied in a low voice, I still owe you a meal, right? | want to make it
upto you.”

Leighton realized what it was about and immediately said, “I'm actually free
tonight.”

He could not wait for another day at all.

Stella paused. “Don’t you have somewhere to be after this?”

“‘No. Who told you-" Leighton stopped halfway and suddenly thought about his
quirky manager, so he immediately corrected himself. “| was supposed to go,

but it got canceled at the last minute.”

“Oh, let’'s have a meal tonight then. I'll send you the address after we're done
filming later. See you there.”

Stella walked away after saying that.

Leighton’s heart pounded with excitement, and he did not get angry when his
manager made fun of him either. He said, “Get someone to send me a few
outfits. | want to look good.”

His manager put on an expression as if he were trying to say, “No problem.
Then, he turned around and called Keegan to tell him about what was
happening
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Leighton’s manager thought to himself, ‘Eating is fine, but her partner has to
be present.’

So, when Leighton arrived, looking handsome and radiant, he saw Stella
talking to Keegan with her head lowered.

He had no idea what Keegan said, but he saw Stella punching the back of
Keegan's hand. Then, Keegan grabbed her hand and held it in his palm.

After that, Keegan looked over at the entrance nonchalantly and greeted
Leighton. “You're here.”

Leighton was speechless.

The way that Keegan said “You’re here” reminded him of the fear he felt when
he worked for Trevor as Trevor would always speak like he was someone
older than him.

Leighton was never fond of Keegan. After all, Keegan was a man who married
his crush, yet did not cherish her and ended up getting a divorce with her.
Leighton always thought that there was something wrong with Keegan’s head.

Stella lifted her head and saw Leighton. Then, she smiled and waved at him.
‘Have a seat. We haven’t ordered yet. Here, have a look at the menu.’

Leighton, who was contemplating whether to leave or not, closed the door and
strode over.

Tm going to have a meal with my idol, not him! I'll just ignore him?’

Keegan and Stella were sitting next to each other, so Leighton pulled out the
chair and sat opposite Stella.

Stella pushed the menu toward him and gently said, The Luwanese dishes
here are not bad. | read from your fans that you like Luwanese food, so let’s
see if this is good enough for you.”

Leighton replied softly, “Tm not really particular about my food. Just order
whatever you like.”



Stella smiled. “Pick something. | know idols like you have a strict diet. Order
what you can eat, and I'll add the things that | want to eat later.

So, Leighton stopped refusing and began reading the menu.
Keegan looked at the young man in his twenties.

‘This guy probably doesn’t know that Stella is his cousin, and he actually
treats me like his love rival.’

Keegan brought his brows so close together that they could squeeze a fly to
death after seeing the dishes that Leighton picked.

They were all Stella’s favorite.

‘Trevor is such an inhuman scum. He even dragged his cousin into this just
because he wants to keep me away from Stella.’

After choosing the food he wanted, Leighton passed the menu to Stella. Stella
looked at it, and she was shocked. “Our tastes are pretty similar. | can’t
believe that you actually ordered everything | wanted to eat.”

Leighton said inwardly, Tve watched your interviews. How could | not know
what you like?’

However, he kept a calm face and said, “What a coincidence.”

Stella ordered a bowl of pumpkin soup for Keegan and told a waiter to
submittheir order.

“Is your back... fully healed?”
Stella asked.

Leighton wanted to tell her that it had healed, but he changed his mind after
he saw Keegan. “There are still some scars left, and it hurts a little when it
rains. Other than that, I'm all good.”

Keegan’s eyelid twitched.

‘His skin is injured, not his bone. What does it even have to do with the rain? |



However, Stella did not catch that Leighton was just acting cute and seeking
comfort as she straightforwardly said, “You’re still so young, yet you're
recovering so slowly. Is it because your manager has been restricting your
diet? That’s not going to work. You need a lot of nutrients to heal. You've got
to eat more later.”

Her reply left Leighton speechless.
However, Keegan was not surprised at all. He even took pleasure in it.

He poured Leighton a glass of alcohol and flatly said, “You didn’t change
much compared to when you were younger.”

Leighton paused. “Did you mistake me for someone else? I've never seen you
before.”

Keegan slowly replied, “Your father, Daryl Hall, used to live in our house. Your
mother, Ms. Clark, used to be my English teacher. | used to call your father
my brother, so technically, you should call me uncle.



