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Marshall smiled and said, “No. I wasn’t hungry.” “You should still eat 
something even if you don’t feel hungry. Your health is important, especially 
since you stay up late every night.” 

“Mmm. Okay, Mom. Got it. I’ll eat that yogurt in a while.” 

“Don’t lie to me. Eat it now. I won’t leave until you do.” Marshall had no choice 
but to pick up the bowl of yogurt and oblige. He did not like eating yogurt 
because of the sourness. He felt nauseous every time he finished but never 
refused to eat it when his mom asked him to. 

Ariel was more than relieved to see her son obey her wishes. She sat on the 
side of the bed and helped Marshall fold his clothes. While doing so, she 
asked, “Marshall, I heard you have a girlfriend.” 

“Who told you that?” Marshall responded indifferently. 

“A few people from poker said that they saw you bring a girl to Duncan’s 
wedding and asked me if she was your girlfriend.” 

Marshall smiled, but it did not reach the bottom of his eyes.” Seems like 
they’re quite interested in my personal affairs.” 

“Well, I did ask them to introduce some girls to you. They’re just concerned. 
They wanted to know more to avoid causing you and your partner trouble.” 
Ariel paused and asked, “What 

kind of work does she do? How old is she? Do you have a picture of her?” 

Marshall did not answer her questions. Instead, he said,” Does it matter? Will 
you accept our relationship if I like her? No matter her background?” 

Ariel hesitated for a while, treading carefully. “We’d have to meet her parents 
to make a better judgment. After all, both families should be involved.” 



Suddenly, Marshall let out a laugh. There was an indescribable sense of 
strangeness behind that laughter. Ariel was startled when she heard that. 
“What?” She asked in a low voice. 

Marshall put down the empty bowl and shook his head.” Nothing. It’s just too 
early to talk about all this. We’re still in the talking stage.” 

Ariel swallowed her words, picked up the folded clothes, and put them in the 
closet. When she was about to close the door, she saw bloody scratches 
inside the wardrobe. Her heart trembled, and she rushed to check Marshall’s 
hand. 

Seeing that his hands were fine, Ariel’s heartbeat gradually calmed down. She 
seemed like she wanted to say something but held herself back. She pulled 
one of the shirts to cover the scratches and hurriedly closed the cabinet door. 

“Go to sleep earlier. Don’t stay up too late.” Ariel picked up the empty bowl 
and said softly, “Put your body first. It’s okay to put work aside for a while. If… 
If you really like that girl, 

then go for it. I’ll help you in any way I can.” 

Marshall smiled at the sound of that. “Thanks, Mom.” 

After that, Ariel quietly left the room and gently closed the door. Marshall 
glanced at the closet and got up to go to the bathroom. Not long after, there 
was the sound of Marshall vomiting. 

Keegan did not hold back from fooling around with Stella the whole night. She 
was knocked out completely when they were done. Her phone started ringing 
nonstop early the next morning. Stella was so sleepy that she kicked Keegan 
in a daze and said, “Answer the phone.” 

With his eyes closed, Keegan walked to the bedside table and grabbed the 
phone. He then pressed answer without looking at it. “Hello?” 

The person on the other line did not say a word. 

“Who is this?” Keegan frowned and asked. 

There were three seconds of silence on the other line. “Why is Stella’s phone 
with you? Where is she?” Trevor gritted his teeth and asked. 



Keegan was taken aback when he heard the voice from the other side. 
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Stella woke up immediately after hearing Trevor’s voice and was no longer 
sleepy. She quickly sat up and signaled Keegan not to say anything 
inappropriate to her boss. She did not want to pay for breaching the contract 
because of her relationship with Keegan. 

Keegan glanced at her and calmly said into the phone, “She’s sleeping.” 

Stella was speechless at his response. 

Trevor’s face darkened at that, and his tone changed, “She slept with you?” 

Stella quickly sat up and covered Keegan’s mouth. The expression on her 
face looked like she was trying to tell him, “Don’t you dare.” 

Keegan looked at her naked chest and suddenly reached out to give her a 
squeeze. Stella immediately withdrew her hand to shield herself, her face full 
of disbelief. ‘He was rather conservative before the divorce. What happened 
on the bed stayed in bed. He never did anything indecent after sex. It was like 
he graduated first class from the Academy of Male Virtues. But what kind of 
immodest behavior is this? Did he lose all his male virtues after getting the 
vasectomy?’ 

Satisfied with Stella’s reaction, Keegan pinched her stunned face and said to 
the person on the other end of the phone, ‘We had dinner with Leighton last 
night. She got drunk, so I brought her to a hotel.” 

“And you stayed?” Trevor asked. 

Keegan pursed his lips and said, “Was I supposed to leave her here alone 
when she’s unconscious? You think that’s safe?’ 

Trevor choked when he heard that. ‘No, it isn’t safe. But it’s not any safer with 
you there!’ He thought. From Trevor’s standpoint, Keegan was like his 
neighbor’s dog, who kept looking at his parrot through the yard fence, wanting 
to take his pet away. No matter how hard Trevor tried to keep them apart, his 



bird still flew next door to play with the dog when he was not home. He felt 
bad being unable to keep an eye on the parrot or his sister. 

“Do I need to remind you that the two of you are divorced, Keegan? Can you 
behave yourself? Why didn’t you just send her home if it wasn’t safe? Her 
career is just starting to take off, and you’re messing around with her. Are you 
afraid that she’d have a better life without you?” 

Stella frowned, thinking Trevor’s words were slightly over the line. ‘He never 
talks like this in front of me. Why is he so harsh toward Keegan?’ Afraid that 
Keegan would get mad and argue with Trevor, Stella quickly said, “Trevor, I 
was the one who asked Kee- Mr. Kane to bring me to a hotel. Don’t worry. I 
was wearing a mask, so no one saw me. Please don’t blame him.” 

Trevor stayed quiet. ‘Damn it. Did Keegan say that earlier just to provoke me? 
Why does it seem like I’m the bad guy now?’ 

Keegan, who was sitting on the side, teasingly said, “Trevor was just 
concerned. Just let him say what he wants. This isn’t the first time he said 
something like that to me. I’m used to it.” 

Trevor wanted to grab the insole of his shoe and gag Keegan with it at that 
moment. ‘God! This guy always says the wrong things at the wrong time!’ 
Though Trevor was furious, he could not bring himself to be mad at his baby 
sister. He swallowed his anger and decided to ignore Keegan. 

“Grandpa and Grandma arrived at Rivera yesterday. They initially planned to 
meet you on the weekend, but they couldn’t wait to see you. So they called 
me to ask if we could bring the meeting forward to this afternoon. I’ve asked 
the crew about your schedule, and you don’t have anything going on at that 
time. What do you say?’ ‘How am I supposed to reject you when you’ve 
already checked my schedule?’ Stella said to herself. ‘But whatever. It’s going 
to happen sooner or later since I’ve agreed to the meeting.’ 
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“Sure. Send me the address. I’ll be there when I’m done with work,” said 
Stella. 



Trevor made an OK sign to the people behind him before he cleared his throat 
and said, “That’s okay. I’ll pick you up.” 

After hanging up the phone, Stella asked Keegan, “Do you think I should bring 
something?” 

“Just focus on filming. I’ll prepare the gifts,” Keegan wrapped his arm around 
her waist and said in a low voice. Stella kissed him as a reward and teased, 
“Looks like the classes were worth it.” 

Keegan bit his lower lips before saying, “I’m trying to graduate.” 

As they were talking, Stella’s phone rang. She looked at the caller ID and saw 
that it was Daniel. Stella felt a little embarrassed when she recalled her calling 
him in the middle of the night to buy a costume. But she realized that Daniel 
did not know why she purchased the mantle, so she tried to act normal. 

“Hello?” She answered the phone in a natural tone. 

“Stella, the company just called and informed me about two upcoming variety 
shows you must attend. I’ll text you the details later.” 

“Alright.” 

“Also, you have to be in character during the show. That means you’ll have to 
wear the royal mantle. Don’t ruin the costume.” 

Stella was stunned when she heard that. She laughed guiltily and said,” Don’t 
worry, I won’t. It’s for my home display as a souvenir from the show.” 

“Oh. It’s the first time I encountered a celebrity calling in the middle of the 
night to buy a costume for their collection.” 

Daniel’s words left Stella speechless. ‘There’s no way someone like him 
wouldn’t know why we wanted that costume,’ she thought. ‘I guess there’s no 
point in lying.’ 

Stella did not have the face to go on, so she hurriedly hung up and asked 
more about the variety shows. 

Then, she told Keegan, “The next time you want to do something humiliating, 
do it yourself. Don’t drag me down with you.” 



Keegan was in a good mood because he got what he wanted the night before. 
So he did not talk back to her. Instead, he said, “Let’s buy the costume you 
wore when you murdered those people in Jurisdiction.” 

Hearing that, Stella was at a loss for words. The two quarreled for a while 
before getting up. Keegan had tons of work waiting for him at the company 
because he left work early to accompany Stella to her meet-up with Leighton 
yesterday. 

The set and the company were in two different directions. Stella did not want 
to delay Keegan’s time, so she drove herself to work. It was not too early or 
late when she arrived at the set. Stella started checking her body while she 
did her makeup and costume. Knowing that she had to film the next day, 
Keegan was self-restrained enough not to leave too many marks on her. 
There was a red mark on her thigh, but no one else could see it since it was 
on the inside. 

Stella came out of the room after makeup and costume. That was when she 
bumped into the prop master, securing bags of fake blood underneath Bella’s 
shirt. 

Stella and Bella had a very intense rivalry scene that day. They did not film 
the scene according to the order of the script. Various factors came into play 
when filming the scenes, including the background, makeup, time, weather, 
etc. Everything will then be edited based on the script. That was why today’s 
rivalry scene was one of the first few scenes in the script despite only being 
shot after so long. 

The fight between Bella’s character-Lexi—and Stella’s character-Georgia -had 
occurred before Lexi’s fainting incident on stage. 
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The rivalry scene between Georgia and Lexi happened after Georgia found a 
yellow hairpin at her boyfriend’s place, Ralph’s residence. Although Ralph had 
told her that the hair accessory was used as compensation because the store 
ran out of change when he bought a pack of cigarettes, Georgia did not buy it. 



The hairpin had gone viral at the time, and the prices had shot up. In 
Georgia’s opinion, there was no way the seller would use it as a change due 
to the high demand, especially when it was a male customer. 

So, Georgia paid attention to her female schoolmates, who liked using hair 
accessories. She then heard from someone that Lexi had an identical yellow 
hairpin that went missing a week ago. Georgia was driven to take her 
revenge. She did not necessarily like Ralph but hated it when other people 
went after what she owned, especially when it was the person who one-upped 
her in dance class-Lexi. 

After one of their classes together, Georgia went up to Lexi and asked her 
about the hairpin. Naturally, Lexi denied having anything to do with Ralph, and 
an altercation occurred. While shoving each other, Lexi lost her footing and 
fell down the stairs. There were sheets of glass stacked on the stairs, which 
shattered the minute she fell onto them, cutting her arm. 

Lexi was sent to the hospital, and Georgia got a warning from the school. 
Everyone in school knew about the incident, and she lost her chance to 
become an exchange student. Her parents also reprimanded her. The feud 
between her and Lexi also grew deeper because of this. Therefore, multiple 
people pointed to Georgia as the perpetrator when Lexi was poisoned. 

The scene Stella and Bella were going to shoot today was the one on the 
staircase. They had no problem with their lines but had to work on Bella rolling 
down the stairs. The shot required the cooperation of the two actors. Stella 
had to do a pushing action, while Bella was to control her direction as she fell. 
At the same time, she had to poke the blood bag attached to her sleeve. 

This scene required the actresses to know how to control their bodies. The 
film crew would usually take close-ups during a scene like this and have stunt 
doubles roll down the stairs. 

Bella, who secretly used eyedrops during crying scenes, always asked for 
doubles to stand in for her. However, it was different this time. When the 
director explained the scene to the actors, Bella said, “Mr. Winfield, I don’t 
think I need a stunt double for this part.” 

Stella was a little shocked when she heard that, but Stuart was even more 
surprised. It was generally good when actors wanted to do their own stunts, 
but this shot posed a certain danger. Stuart considered Bella’s fame and said, 
“There’s a level of difficulty to this stunt. It’s more complex than you think. 



Rolling off from the camera is easy when you have no experience with this. 
There’s no way you can do this in one or two takes. I think it’s better to have 
the stunt double do it.” 

“Mr. Winfield, this movie will be on the big screen. It could be obvious that it 
isn’t me in the shot if we use a stunt double. This is my first time on the big 
screen. I don’t want to be criticized for being unable to do my stunts. We can 
do more takes if I can’t do the shot in one or two takes. I’m sure I can do it. 
Stunt doubles were not born to become stunt doubles. They require tons of 
practice and experience to get to where they are. If they can do it, then I can 
do it too. I want to present my best to the audience.” 

Stuart was pleased to hear such inspirational words from the young actor’s 
mouth. Fans visiting the set were also proud of Bella for not wanting a stunt 
double. They immediately wrote tons of posts about the incident to boost their 
idol’s image with titles like: [Bella Refused to Use Stunt Doubles ], [Bella Does 
Her Own Stunts], and [The Voice for Stunt Doubles]. 

Stella was the only one who felt Bella’s behavior was abnormal. Bella had 
brought in her stunt double. It was said that the substitute was Bella’s 
dedicated understudy. She had become a stand-in for Bella in several of the 
dance scenes in the movie. It was weird that the actor wanted to do the 
dangerous stunt when she asked her double to help in simple dance scenes. 

Stella did not believe that Bella would gain a conscience that quickly, so she 
kept an eye out for her. After repeatedly confirming that Bella wanted to do the 
scene, Stuart asked the stunt director to come over and show the two actors 
how to get the perfect shot. Filming began once they finished the briefing. 
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Lexi came out of the shower and chatted with her friends when she ran into 
Georgia at the corner. She was wearing the clothes she wore during practice. 
She stood out among the other dancers. Standing there, her long, slim neck 
made her look like a graceful swan. 



Georgia’s eyes glanced over Lexi when she saw her come out of the 
bathroom. Lexi avoided her gaze and tried to leave with her classmates, but 
Georgia stopped her. “Wait,’ said the protagonist. 

Several people stopped in their tracks, not knowing who Georgia was 
shouting at. Georgia approached Lexi, pulled out a yellow hairclip, and asked, 
“Does this look familiar?” 

Lexi clenched her fingers as she saw the hairpin. One of the students beside 
her recognized the accessory and whispered, “Lexi, isn’t this the hairclip you 
lost a few days ago?” 

“No. Mine got lost off campus,” Lexi pursed her lips and said. 

“What a coincidence that I found this hairclip off campus,” said Georgia as she 
lightly scanned her eyes over her. The other students sensed the tension and 
left in a hurry. Soon, only Lexi and Georgia were left in the frame. 

Lexi pressed her lips together and tried to leave with her change of clothes. 
However, Georgia blocked her path. “Don’t you want your hairclip back?” 

Lexi frowned and said, “I told you, it’s not mine.” 

“Then where is yours?” 

“I lost it! Didn’t you hear me?” 

“You lost it?’ Georgia bit the corner of her mouth and continued, “That hairclip 
must’ve cost a fortune based on your family’s financials. How could you just 
lose something valuable so carelessly?” 

“Accidents happen. If there’s nothing else, I’m going to leave.’ Lexi got ready 
to walk down the stairs after saying that when Georgia suddenly said joyously, 
“Ralph? What are you doing here?’ 

Lexi paused and turned her head subconsciously, only to see Georgia looking 
at her with mockery. “What? Disappointed that he’s not here?” 

Lexi pressed the corner of her lips tightly and said in a deep voice, “If Ralph 
leaves you one day, know it’s because you’re the problem. I used to envy you 
for your looks, background, and social life. But now, I feel sorry for you 
because those are all you have. You have so much going on in your mind. 



That’s why you can’t comprehend the core of dance. That’s why your 
movements have no passion despite you doing them right.” 

Georgia’s expression turned ugly in an instant. To her, Lexi’s emotionless 
comment was a stinging insult. Georgia grabbed Lexi’s hair and said coldly, 
“Who are you to judge me?’ 

Lexi started to struggle immediately, and the two of them began wrestling. 
Gradually, they reached the stairs as they were pushing each other. Georgia 
suddenly reached out in a rage and shoved Lexi on the shoulder. 

According to Stuart’s request, Bella had to fall backward when Stella pushed 
her. Though it looked like the two were actually hitting each other, Stella was 
supposed to draw back her push, and Bella had to create the force to allow 
herself to fall. However, when Stella made the push motion, Bella somehow 
leaned closer toward her. 

Before Stella could retract her hands, she pushed Bella’s shoulders, and Bella 
screamed as she missed the crash pad. She rolled down the stairs, and her 
head hit the floor with a thud. Her scream echoed across the set. 

 


