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Stella seethed with anger. “So, I'm supposed to pay you in the future if we
have sex, huh?”

Keegan let out a soft chuckle, his eyes gleaming with mischief. “No need
forthat. Business is business, and pleasure is pleasure. Pleasing my girlfriend
is my duty, and I’'m willing to go to any lengths.”

Stella couldn’t let his comment slide and decided to launch a personal attack.
‘But | didn’t feel pleased, though.”

Keegan paused, then suddenly strode toward her. His expression was devoid
of emotion, his steps steady, and his commanding presence filled the room.

A hint of intimidation crept over Stella. However, surrendering was never an
option for her. She straightened her posture and locked eyes with him,
defiance emanating from her gaze. “What do you want?”

Keegan swiftly bent down, lifting her onto the table. He parted her legs and
positioned himself in front of her, one hand gripping her waist and the other
firmly planted on the table, ensnaring her within his grasp.

Stella was startled by this sudden move, only then realizing how suggestive
the position was. She thought to herself,1 Isn’t this some kind of table play?
Geez, has Keegan been reading some inappropriate stuff? Why is he so full of
surprises these days?’

Just as she was about to voice her thoughts, Keegan leaned in and planted a
kiss on her lips.

Under the spell of Keegan’s seduction, Stella’s self-restraint melted away. She
put on a brief show of resistance before succumbing to the allure of the kiss,
her arms instinctively wrapping around Keegan’s waist. Her mind became a
jumble of thoughts, recalling an online phrase that had been circulating: “A
man’s waist is not simply a waist, but a dangerous curve.”

Caught up in the whirlwind of emotions, Stella heard Keegan'’s deep voice
resonate, “You're only truly honest in moments like this.”



She gazed at him through watery eyes, her expression mirroring confusion.
Keegan pointed with his finger, signaling her to look down.

Lowering her head, Stella discovered that her hands had unknowingly come
to rest on his belt buckle. She had unknowingly contemplated undoing it.

Startled, she hastily withdrew her hands, a look of disbelief etched across her
face.

Nonchalantly adjusting his attire, Keegan glanced at the bewildered Stella, a
smirk dancing on his lips. ‘I rather enjoy this side of your honesty,” he mused.
After playfully ruffling her hair, he sauntered away, content.

Left speechless, Stella found herself spending the next two days as a guest in
Keegan’s opulent mansion, feeling akin to a canary in a gilded cage.

Despite Elegant Media’s best efforts to clarify the situation through a
statement and accompanying video footage, Stella’s ongoing silence
inadvertently fueled the intensifying turmoil. The relentless onslaught of online
condemnation from keyboard warriors painted Bella as the ideal victim in the
incident, adding to the complexity of the situation. As a result, the viewership
of The Palace suffered a significant decline, plummeting below its previously
Impressive premiere ratings.

Coincidentally, on that very same day, a social media channel leaked the
news that Bella Young, the central figure in the controversy, had secured the
coveted role of the leading actress in the highly anticipated New Year
blockbuster drama, Twinkling Lights. This revelation was followed by both the
official social media page of Twinkling Lights and the director themselves
promptly extending their virtual embrace to Bella by becoming her followers.

Bella’s devoted fans erupted in joyous celebration as the news broke,
especially since there had been persistent rumors suggesting that Nicole
Aspen was a strong contender for the female lead in Twinkling Lights prior to
this revelation.
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In the world of showbiz, it was only natural for actresses within the same age
group to be compared. Nicole Aspen, a former star of teen dramas, had
successfully transitioned her career and managed to sweep almost every
mainstream award before reaching the age of thirty. On the other hand, Bella
Young, despite attempting a career shift, found herself confined to the realm
of teen dramas. The rivalry between their respective fan bases had been
ongoing, and Bella’s fans had always come up short.

Winning awards served as a clear way to establish dominance in these fan
wars, and Bella lacked any acting accolades to wield as ammunition. What
could her fans possibly use to level the playing field?

However, things took an unexpected turn with the official announcement of
the drama series, Twinkling Lights. Bella’s fans finally had something to boast
about. They flooded social media with triumphant posts and tweets, even
going so far as to leave snide comments on Nicole’s social media pages.
Naturally, Nicole’s fans were far from pleased, prompting one of her devoted
followers to take it upon themselves to write a lengthy post in the afternoon:

[Let me share a story with you. A and B were the best of friends. They both
auditioned for a particular role, and their appearances were a perfect fit for the
character. However, during the audition, A s performance outshone B'’s,
ultimately securing her the role. B, happy for her friend,

suggested they celebrate with a drink.

A ended up drinking excessively, to the point of being heavily intoxicated. The
next morning, she woke up in a hotel room naked. Finding no visible signs of
sexual assault, she didn’t think much of it and carried on with her work,
eagerly awaiting the contract offer from the production team.

To her surprise, the expected contract never arrived. Instead, A found herself
facing the exposure of compromising photos. These pictures depicted her
having sex with a married man, and she instantly became the target of public
criticism. Not only did she lose the contract, but the production of the drama
she was filming was also halted. On top of that, she was even demanded to
pay a significant amount in breach of contract fees.

A noticed that the photos were taken at the same hotel where she had gotten
drunk that night. Determined to uncover the truth, she confronted B. However,
B claimed to be unaware of the situation and avoided A, citing a busy
schedule as an excuse.



The relentless online backlash, combined with the enormous financial burden,
pushed A into a severe mental breakdown. Her depression resurfaced, and
her family convinced her to leave the entertainment industry and seek
treatment. During this difficult time, B posted on her social media, celebrating
her successful contract signing. It turned out that the role she secured was the
same one A had almost signed for.

The next day, A committed suicide by jumping off a building.

Does this story sound familiar to you? Well, the incident involving Stella Jewell
reminds me of this story.

I've visited the set countless times in my pursuit of catching a glimpse of
Nicole Aspen. During my visits, | had the opportunity to witness the falling-
from-staircase scenes on multiple occasions. In order to ensure the safety of
the actors, there were always crew members positioned with cushions to
catch them when they fell. It was a precautionary measure aimed at
minimizing the risk of injury.

But Bella Young somehow missed the cushion and fell directly. | mean, Stella
must have been incredibly strong to push Bella a meter away from the
cushion’s reach.

Furthermore, the crew members responsible for handling the cushions were
supposed to adjust their positions based on the actors’ movements. Strangely
enough, the crew member positioned on the left, who was supposed to handle
the cushion for Bella, seemed more like a mere spectator. While the crew
member on the right had already moved forward, the one on the left remained
frozen, as if afraid that Bella wouldn’t miss the cushion.

If it is indeed revealed that Stella was the one who pushed Bella, it would be
advisable to take Stella to a research institute for further investigation. Who
knows, they might uncover extraordinary abilities in her, potentially leading to
the development of a superhuman with incredible strength.]

As soon as this lengthy post was published, Nicole’s fans propelled it to
become a trending topic.

In comparison to the subsequent story, the initial one caused a significant
uproar.



[Actress A], [compromising photos exposed], [having affair with a married
man], [substantial breach of contract settlement], [depression], [suicide],
[jJumping off a building]... Several keywords immediately brought to mind the
deceased Andrea Sonn from three years ago.

Andrea Sonn epitomized fresh-faced beauty. Shortly after graduating, she
caught someone’s eye and landed a role in a popular teen drama, gaining a
certain level of fame.

Subsequently, she took on supporting roles in several hit shows, gradually
becoming recognized by the public.

She had the appearance of the girl next door-innocent and pure-which forged
a special connection with the audience. However, it was this innocent and
pure girl who suddenly had explicit private photos leaked, featuring a married
man. This revelation completely shattered her image in the eyes of the
viewers, and her reputation took a nosedive.

A month later, news broke of Andrea’s untimely passing, coinciding with the
confirmation of Bella’s mermaid role in her breakthrough hit, Returning to
Ocean. Prior to that, rumors had been swirling about Andrea securing the
same role.
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An actress had devised a cunning plan to ensnare her rival, ultimately leading
to the rival’'s tragic demise. If this allegation held any truth, it would
undoubtedly cause a major uproar.

Having finished perusing the lengthy post, Stella eagerly sought to delve into
the comments section and gauge the public’s response. To her dismay, she
discovered that the comments were inexplicably inaccessible. She attempted
to refresh the page in the hopes of remedying the situation, but to no avail.
The post had vanished into thin air. Returning to the homepage, Stella
couldn’t help but notice its sudden absence from the list of trending topics.
She couldn’t help but think to herself, Bella works fast.’



Among the details Keegan had shared with Stella about Bella, this particular
incident had also been mentioned. However, the reality of the situation proved
far more horrifying than what had been exposed by the owner of that social
media channel.

Andrea Sonn not only had her pictures taken, but she also endured
unimaginable sexual assault and physical abuse. Compounded by the
haunting childhood memories of canal abuse, she had battled severe
depression for years, striving to manage the relentless condition. Regrettably,
this distressing incident thrust her life back into a desolate abyss.

In the pursuit of justice, tragedy struck once again when her elder brother lost
his life in a car accident while collecting evidence for her case. Andrea faced
online bullying and experienced betrayal, which intensified her already present
depression. Sadly, the loss of her dear brother further worsened her mental
health, ultimately leading to her tragic demise.

Andrea’s parents also became sick, one after the other, following the loss of
their children. Despite their illnesses, they continued to fight tirelessly for
justice in this case. The deceased were no longer with them, and it seemed
impossible to uncover the truth. The one who had sexually assaulted Andrea,
as well as the person behind the whole scheme, still roam free, even up to this
very moment.

Stella tapped her fingers on the table. She thought, ‘It's time for them to pay
the price.’

Meanwhile, in the hospital, Bella’s countenance grew increasingly somber as
she scrolled through Facebook. Frustration and anger welled up inside her.
“These despicable individuals! They’re nothing but trash, mindless minions
spewing senseless nonsense!”

Tammy suggested, “Bella, why don’t you have something to eat? Let them
say what they want. Falsehoods can never transform into truths. What is there
for you to be afraid of?”

Bella snapped back as if a raw nerve had been touched, her tone sharp and
defensive. “Who said I’'m afraid? What

reason do | have to be afraid? She couldn’t handle a trivial matter and chose
to end her own life. That has absolutely nothing to do with me! Her demise



was her own doing. She had a short, insignificant life! Fame was never meant
for her! rv

Tammy, taken aback by Bella’s unprecedented fury, cautiously inquired in a
hushed tone, “Who are you referring to?”

Bella’s demeanor turned rigid for a moment, and she responded icily,
“‘Nobody.”

After a brief silence, Bella inquired, “Has there been any word from Stella?”

Tammy sadly shook her head. “Since the incident, she hasn’t logged into her
social media account. The comments section remains open, and it’s filled with
over a hundred thousand derogatory remarks aimed at her.”

Bella sneered. “She’s better off hiding like a coward.”

Tammy proposed, “Should we consider reaching out to Nicole’s team and
engaging with them to clear up any misunderstandings? The fans are
becoming increasingly unruly.”

The mention of Nicole’s name irked Bella slightly, given the constant
comparisons made by netizens between her and Nicole. While their
interactions had been minimal, Bella couldn’t help but harbor a dislike for
Nicole. However, Bella contemplated Nicole’s sizable fan base and concluded
that it was unnecessary to provoke any further animosity. Thus, she
responded, “Go ahead and contact her.”

“Okay.”
Tammy swiftly reached out to Nicole’s manager, Lindy.

Lindy glanced at the lady working out nearby and approached her, stating,
“Bella wishes to interact with you on social media.”

Nicole set aside her equipment, removed her gloves, and took a sip of water
before inquiring, “Who is Bella?”

Lindy was momentarily speechless.
After a brief introduction from the manager, Nicole vaguely recollected the

individual. She couldn’t recall Bella’s face, only her perpetually semi-
permanent makeup.



“Why does she want to interact with me? Have we been collaborating
recently?” Nicole asked once more.

Once again, Nicole’s question rendered Lindy silent.

Lindy then went on to describe a recent incident involving Stella, as well as
the ongoing dispute between influencers concerning certain topics involving
her and Bella.

“Stella Jewell? Keegan Kane's ex-wife?” Nicole contemplated. “She’s quite
attractive, almost on par with me, but it's a shame she’s interested in women.”

Lindi’s face twitched slightly. “I'm not here to discuss her appearance. Let's
focus on the matter at hand! Bella wants to interact with you. Will you accept
or decline?”

Nicole responded nonchalantly, “Sure, why not? Let’s ride the wave and gain
some exposure.”
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Lindi complained, “Are you riding this wave too? Do you even need it?”

Nicole glanced at her and shot back, “Aren’t you always telling me to not
offend others? They approached me, so shouldn’t | appreciate that?”

Lindi was at a loss for words. She thought, ‘She never listens when she
should and always listens when she shouldn’t.’

Meanwhile, Bella, having received Nicole’s positive response, quickly
composed a congratulatory tweet for Nicole’s award-winning show and
eagerly awaited Nicole’s reply.

After approximately thirty minutes, Tammy stumbled upon Nicole’s freshly
posted tweet and exclaimed excitedly,” Nicole tweeted!”

Bella hurriedly asked, “What did she post? Did she tag me?”

Tammy’s mouth twitched slightly as she checked.



Noticing Tammy’s silence, Bella furrowed her brow and inquired, “What’s
wrong?”

Tammy brought her phone in front of Bella, who took a look and felt her anger
rise, almost leaving her breathless.

Nicole had shared a screenshot of Tammy’s request for social media
interaction, accompanied by the caption:” Done.”

This wasn’t interaction at all; it was pure humiliation. Nicole’s tweet felt like a
sarcastic remark, implying that despite Bella’s popularity, she was still begging
for Nicole’s attention. It seemed as if Nicole was intentionally trampling on
Bella’s pride.

Fueled with fury, Bella swiftly deleted her earlier congratulatory tweet about
Nicole’s award and unfollowed her.

Meanwhile, Keegan was still absent for lunch, leaving Stella feeling a bit
bored at home. After finishing her meal and taking a brief rest, she decided to
head upstairs to the workout room and hop on the treadmill for a jog. She
hadn’t been running for long when her phone rang, causing her to immediately
step off the treadmill and anxiously answer the call.

“Hello, Cordelia.”
Cordelia sounded worried, “Stella, Sevin is missing!”

Stella paused for a moment and quickly responded, “Did it perhaps hide at the
bottom of the pond? Try tempting it with some food. It’s quite the glutton, so
it's bound to show up.”

Sevin was a golden koi fish residing in Cordelia’s pond. Cordelia had acquired
it along with Keegan’s grandfather when they moved into the estate, and it
had been a resident of the pond ever since. Sevin measured around ninety
centimeters in length and weighed over thirty pounds.

Remarkably, it was even older than Keegan. The fish appeared plump and
robust.

Among all the pets Cordelia owned, Sevin held a special place in her heart,
second only to Juno.



It seemed highly unlikely that such a large fish could just disappear, so Stella
thought there was a good chance that Sevin had hidden itself.

However, Cordelia insisted, “No, no matter how many times | call for it, Sevin
doesn’t come out. Baldwin just used a net to catch all the other fish, and
they’re all there except for Sevin. Someone must have stolen it!”

“I find it hard to believe that someone could easily steal a big fish like Sevin,”
Stella replied.

“Then do you think it could have jumped out of the pond on its own and
wandered off?” Cordelia’s desperation was evident.

Stella had never encountered a situation like this before.
“Cordelia, when was the last time you saw Sevin?”

“It was there yesterday morning!” Cordelia replied in extreme anxiety. “Could it
have transformed into a human and run away?”

Cordelia’s statement left Stella momentarily speechless.

Attempting to calm Cordelia’s worries, Stella suggested,” Let Baldwin check
the surveillance footage. I'll give Keegan a call and ask him about it.”

After concluding the conversation with Cordelia, Stella stood on the second-
floor terrace and dialed Keegan's number. As she waited for him to answer,
her gaze absentmindedly fell upon the yard below, where she caught sight of
a plump, golden fish swimming in the pond.

Stella was taken aback once again, finding herself at a loss for words.
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Stella was staring at the fish in the pond when her call connected.

“What's up?” Keegan'’s voice came from the other end of the phone. Stella
returned to her senses and asked, “Why is Sevin in our yard?”



Keegan paused and slowly said, “Didn’t you say two days ago that the pond in
our yard looked empty? So, | went to Grandma’s place and stole a random
fish.”

Stella’s face darkened when she heard that. “You took Sevin just because |
mentioned the pond seemed empty? If | were to say the yard looked empty,
would you snatch Juno too?” She muttered to herself, frustrated. ‘Grandma’s
pond is teeming with fish, and Sevin is the biggest. And you expect me to
believe it was a random catch?’

“Well, the yard isn’t big enough for Juno,” Keegan chuckled.

“Stop joking!” Stella said as her eyes widened. “No wonder Grandma called
me and told me she couldn’t find Sevin. She must’'ve known that you stole it!
Maybe she thought | was your accomplice and called to test me! | told her |

would ask you, and it turns out the fish is here! How do you expect me to tell
her that her wonderful grandson stole her baby?”

Keegan stayed silent. ‘Stella is smart, but... Grandma wasn’t calling to know if
Sevin was at my place. She clearly called to know if Stella was there. There
was no way Grandma

didn’t know when Aldor went over to get the fish. | bet Aldor mentioned
something that made her call and confirm. Stella was so busy trying to keep
our relationship a secret that she didn’t realize how obvious she was acting.
Once Grandma told her Sevin was missing, she immediately thought of calling
me.’

Stella did not know that she had unintentionally revealed her relationship with
Keegan. Looking at the huge koi in the pond, she felt stressed out. “Hurry up
and get someone to send Sevin back. Grandma is worried sick.”

“I'll return the fish in a couple of days. It's just starting to get used to its new
environment. We shouldn’t take it out yet.”

tell Grandma?”

“Just tell her that Sevin drank a witch’s potion, grew a pair of legs, and ran
away.”

Stella’s eyelids twitched at Keegan’s answer. “And it fell in love with a prince,
got its heart broken, and disappeared into the water, right?”



‘I don’t think it would’ve fallen in love with a prince. Sevin’s a male koi. It
probably turned back into a fish after the rain and was picked up by some
random person and cooked into a fish stew,” Keegan said in a serious tone.
“What do you think a 30-pound koi taste like?”

Stella was baffled by his response. “Keegan, come on.”

The man chuckled and stopped teasing her. “Alright, alright.l have some work
to do. I'll call you later.”

After hanging up the phone, Stella called Cordelia. The woman was relieved
to hear that Sevin was at her grandson’s place. “Is Sevin adapting to the new
place? He has lived his whole life here with me. | hope he’s doing well. Can
you send me a few pictures of him?”

Stella was about to say "yes” when she realized that it would mean she was at
Keegan’s house. So, she said, “Maybe Keegan can do it, Grandma. I’'m home
right now, and | can’t go visit Sevin.”

“‘He can’t. | deleted him from my contacts,” said Cordelia.
Stella was confused.

‘I showed Keegan my new perm, and he sent me a picture of a clown, saying
my hair looked like the wig. Ugh, that punk!” Cordelia complained.

Suddenly, Stella recalled the time when she got a perm during New Year’s.
She was excited to show Keegan her new hairstyle, but the man said, “I didn'’t
know this century- old hairstyle is back in trend.”



