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Vermont was speechless after knowing that Richie had gone through his
clothes and torn them up. ‘That dog is targeting me?’

*A mini scene.

On some random day, Keegan received a text from Stella while he was
working. [HR is so expensive right now.]

[I think the prices are alright,] Keegan replied.
[It was cheaper last year.)

[Prices are increasing due to inflation, my dear.]
[But, it's over my budget.]

[Are you in need of HR?] Keegan asked.

[Yeah. I've been working too much lately, and I've been staying up late. |
really need to treat myself,] Stella responded.

Keegan thought of how Stella had stayed up all night shooting a movie
recently and how her dark circles were getting worse. So, he texted, [I'll make
some arrangements.]

[Thanks, honey. You're the best,] Stella replied.

Felicity gave her a thumbs up and said, “So, this is how you save your
money...”

“I'm just giving him a chance to perform.”
Felicity gave a knowing look and used the same tactic on Vermont.

Vermont responded in seconds. [The client had dropped off a couple of those
at the office. I'll have them delivered to your house later.]



Felicity continued to apply what she learned from Stella and said, [That's
rather perfunctory of you. How could you give me something someone else
gifted you?]

Vermont’s eyelids twitched when he received that text. ‘Why does the way she
talks sound so familiar? It doesn’t seem like something Miss Bandit would say.
On the contrary, it sounds like Keegan’s girl,'thought Vermont.

However, he still replied, [Be good. You're pregnant right now, so you can’t
use poor-quality items. We’'ll go to their headquarters once you give birth,
okay?]

Felicity immediately obeyed Vermont’'s words. Stella, who was at the side,
shook her head and said, “You believe him? He will use the fact that you'll be
breastfeeding as an excuse after you give birth to deter you from getting what
you want. Hasn’t he made enough empty promises?”

Vermont was frugal by nature. This was especially clear to Felicity after their
marriage. He canceled all their annual club cards except those used in the two
usual spots where he often discussed business. Vermont loved collecting
sports cars but was forced to cut down on spending. Even when Felicity
wanted a new vehicle, Vermont rejected her idea on the grounds that she was
pregnant and not in the

best condition to drive. He then assigned a driver to pick her up and drop her
off whenever she needed to travel.

Felicity then thought about how Keegan had always fulfilled Stella’s requests
and felt that Vermont did not care about her enough. ‘I shouldn’t have gotten
together with a man that has so many ex-girlfriends,” she thought.

While Felicity was sulking, Vermont sent her a picture of a real estate
purchase agreement. [Pick a date, Miss Bandit.We’re moving.]

Felicity looked at the address of the property and was stunned. [You bought
the villa?!] she asked.

[l have to give you the best. Otherwise, your mom would think that I'm a good-
for-nothing son-in-law and keeps wanting you to go home.]

[Did you pay in full, or did you take out a loan?]



[I paid in full, of course. The interest rate at the bank is too high. I'm not letting
them earn my money. | would have bought it sooner if | had the cash.]

Felicity was immediately overwhelmed with emotion. ‘No wonder he stopped
buying sports cars. He was trying to save up to buy us a house!’

Suddenly, Stella’s phone rang. It was Aldor. “We’re here, Mrs. Kane.”

Stella opened the door, expecting a gift box from the skincare brand known as
HR. She was stunned to see Aldor and another man at the door. “Uh...” 1

“Let me introduce you to the top human resources manager in Rivera. He has
an eye for details and is good at recruiting people. He would definitely be able
to make your work life easier, Mrs. Kane.”

Stella’s eyelids twitched violently, and Felicity’s laughter was heard from
behind. “Hahaha... | can’t believe Keegan thought you were talking about
human resources! Ahahaha...”

Stella was at a loss for words.
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Felicity was embarrassed about Richie tearing up Vermont’s clothes. “I think
he likes you. I've never seen him so excited to see anyone before,” she said,
trying to repair the damage.

Just as she said that, they heard Richie tearing another piece of clothing, and
Vermont was utterly speechless.

Felicity’s grandmother was a kind little old lady. After she saw how miserable
Vermont looked, she immediately said,” Felicity, go and grab a set of your
father’s old clothes for your friend to change into. You can bring him to buy
new clothes in the morning.”

“Alright,” Felicity said and immediately ran upstairs to get the clothes.



Vermont was dirty and covered in thorns. He was too embarrassed to sit down
on the couch, so he stood obediently in the living room. Although he was in a
mess, his silver tongue remained unchanged. “Hi, Grandma,” he said.

The old lady smiled and said, “When Felicity said she was bringing a friend
home for the holidays, | didn’t expect it to be a young man.”

Vermont paused when he heard that. “She told you | was her friend?”
The old lady was taken aback by the question. “Aren’t you?”
“No, yeah. | am,” said Vermont with a smile.

The old lady was skeptical after he said that. ‘What’s with his tone? Could it
be that he’s her boyfriend?’ The woman’s gaze changed immediately. She
eyed Vermont from top to bottom and thought, “This tall young man is rather
polite. His looks are... too dirty to tell right now. But he doesn’t seem very
smart since he was chased around by Richie.’

“What’s your name, young man?”
“‘My name is Vermont Snyder. You can call me Vermont.”

While Felicity was getting the clothes, Vermont was downstairs talking with
her grandmother. It was like they were best friends. When the old lady saw
Felicity coming, she asked her to take Vermont to the bathroom and went out
to call Florence.

The town was a tight-knit community; everyone in the neighborhood knew
each other well. Florence was addicted to poker and dancing. When she was
not busy at work, she would go to one of her friend’s houses to dance and
play. She would usually come home around 2:00 a.m.

Felicity’s grandmother would normally let her be, but things were different
today. ‘I have to call her to come home and meet Felicity’s boyfriend,” she
thought.

Felicity’s childhood home did not only look good on the outside but, it also
looked magnificent on the inside. The tiles and beams outside looked like
modern art, while the decoration in the house had a mix of antique and rustic
styles.



Vermont no longer believed Felicity when she said she came from a low-
income family. ‘They’re rather well off,” he thought. Still, he was happy that he
had the chance to meet her family.

“Is no one else home other than your grandma?” Vermont asked as he
followed her around.

“Yeah. My aunt and uncle don't live in this area. It's just my mom and my
grandma.”

“What about your dad?”

Felicity turned on the lights and said, “My parents got divorced when | was
eight. So, my mom raised me on her own.”

Vermont did not know what to say. When Felicity’s grandmother told her to
grab her father’s old clothes, Vermont did not realize that it was because they
were divorced. He simply thought that he was working outstation.

“'m sorry,” he said in a low voice.
“What'’s there to be sorry about? It's not like he’s dead.”

Once again, Vermont did not know how to respond to that.
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‘It seems like she’s fine with it,” thought Vermont. “May | know why you still
have his clothes?”

“Well, my mom bought them. There was no way we were going to let him
have it,” Felicity rightfully said. “My mom was going to give the clothes to my
uncle, but they didn’t fit him. She was reluctant to get rid of it, so she kept it. A
lot of the labels have not even been removed yet. They’re probably
considered antiques.”

“Do you have a good relationship with your dad?” asked Vermont, wanting to
learn more so that it would be easier for Felicity’s family to like him.



“It's not good per se, but it's not bad either. We didn’t really have much time
together. My dad is not from here. When my mom married him, she lived far
away from here for six or seven years. She then took me back to live with my
grandma and got divorced in less than two years. My dad was still in school
back then, so | didn’t get to see him much. He finished high school and
wanted to study abroad. My mom was not willing to go with him to the city,
and they had a fight about it. Since they couldn’t come to an agreement, they
decided to go their separate ways and signed the papers. My dad has been
pretty good to me, but there’s been a lot of tension between him and my mom.
He started a family a long time ago. | have a half-brother, you know? But his
current wife doesn’t like us being in contact, so | don'’t really take much
initiative to get in touch with him.” Vermont picked out the gist of everything
and thought,” Okay. Mom hates the old man. In conclusion, approach with
caution.’

Felicity opened the bathroom door and handed him a towel. “Wash up. And,
remember to throw out your dirty clothes later.”

“My back hurts,” said Vermont.

“Well, of course it hurts. You freaking fell from a tree! You shouldn’t have run
when Richie chased after you, dummy.”

“It's not like | wanted to run. That dog is massive. He chased after me with his
tongue out, drooling all over. It’s called reflexes, Felicity.”

Felicity laughed and said, “Look at you. You’re the big boss of a company, yet
you got chased by Richie. Don’t you know that the more you run when a dog
chases you, the more excited it gets? The trick is to bend down and pretend to
pick something up to throw at them. | guarantee that 80% of dogs would fall
forit.”

“What about the other 20%? Half of them are rabid dogs while the others are
police dogs. What do | do if | come in contact with them?”

“Cut the crap and wash up.” Felicity pushed Vermont into the bathroom and
said, “I'm going to go get us both something to eat.”

Seeing her go, Vermont closed the door reluctantly. He thought his
experience tonight was strange, but there was a



bigger surprise waiting for him. Vermont finished cleaning himself up and
changed into a fresh set of clothes. He carried his dirty clothes out and went
to ask Felicity where he could put them. His clothes were covered in thorns,
so they could not be directly thrown into the wash.

Felicity was cooking. She asked Vermont to grab a hamper on the front lawn
and put his clothes in there. “I'll deal with it tomorrow,” she said.

Vermont went to the yard to look for the hamper and found it tucked away
under the sink. He crouched down to get it. But something kicked him right in
the ass. He then heard a female voice behind him say, “You thief!l How dare
you steal from my house!”

As she said that, the woman grabbed a broom and hit Vermont. Felicity saw
that as soon as she walked out the door. “Mom! That’s my friend!” she yelled.

Both Florence and Vermont were stunned.

‘| should have checked my horoscope before coming out today,” thought
Vermont.

Once the mall incident became viral, the public’s opinion gradually began to
change. The netizens were questioning Bella’s fan group after they lost
control of their actions. The video of Stella protecting the girl from the glass
also made the public view her differently.

It was clear that Stella had a chance to escape when danger struck, but she
chose to pull a stranger away from danger. This contradicted the public’s
assumption that she had pushed Bella down the stairs because of jealousy.
They believed that someone who was cruel and vicious could not show that
kind of compassion.

At the same time, the girl’s parents also sent out a post on Facebook,
thanking Stella for keeping their daughter safe.
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The girl’s parents had handwritten the thousand-word thank you letter. In
addition to expressing their gratitude, there was a section detailing their



daughter’s account of the incident. The girl said that she had entered the store
around the same time as Stella and had witnessed Stella’s argument with the
two minors.

She said that one of the girls had pulled Stella’s mask off and held her phone
in the celebrity’s face. That was when Stella pushed her phone away.

The post also stated that Stella was not responsible for the girl’s fall. Another
girl had pushed Stella during the argument, which caused her to accidentally
bump into the first girl when she stepped back.

That was the first time the girl, who was saved, had seen Stella in real life.
She could not help but take a few videos and photos of the incident to show
her friends some firsthand news. She stood very close to them in order to get
a clearer shot of the incident.

The scene was very heated, but it was mostly the two perpetrators who were
yelling, screaming, and pointing their fingers at Stella. On the other hand,
Stella did not say much or take any action. [She pushed our daughter away
from danger when someone threw a glass at her,] they said.

[My husband and | are in the media industry. We did not feel good about Ms.
Jewell after seeing all the negative news about her online. Especially since
that video seemed clear, and Ms. Jewell never apologized for the incident or
responded to the accusations. | was surprised when my child told me that she
was the one who shielded her from harm.

[My daughter’s description of Ms. Jewell was a far cry from her internet image
as a corrupt entertainer. She did not take credit for saving our daughter’s life
and did not go around parading it. When we contacted Ms. Jewell’s company
to thank her, they relayed a message saying that it was no trouble. That was
when | began to doubt the comments online about her.

[I then asked my colleague to contact the cast of Jurisdiction to find out what
kind of person Ms. Jewell truly is. | believe that no matter how well an actor
she is, she is bound to slip up and show her true colors. However, the cast
and crew of Jurisdiction all said that Ms. Jewell is a kind person. When the
team did not have enough funds to supply costumes in the early stages of
shooting, Ms. Jewell generously shared her clothes with the other actors and
even guided them on how to act in front of the camera.



[Her colleagues said that she does whatever she can and gives it her all. It's
illogical to say that she pushed one of her colleagues down the stairs because
she was jealous of her. My family is ashamed of ourselves for ever believing
in those rumors. We hope that everyone can learn to screen what they see on
the internet and think independently for themselves. Don'’t be so easily
influenced by the media. We also urge those who know the truth about the
situation to step forward and clear Ms. Jewell's name.]

The thank you letter caused a stir in the online community.

The official account for Jurisdiction shared the post with the caption, [Not to
mention starring in the show for free and providing us free publicity.]

Following that, a federated charity came out and said, [Ms. Jewell has
donated seven hundred thousand dollars to fund education for children in
iImpoverished areas. Please refer to our homepage for more details about the
cause.]

The posts from the two verified accounts heated up the situation. Then, the
crew from Motives for Murder also created a post stating that the staff who
were in charge of the actors’ safety were responsible for the mishap.
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[There is something wrong with the angle of the video circulating on the
Internet. Stella did not exert her force at all. | clearly saw her from behind but
did not dare to speak out because of the fame and power that the other party
holds. I'm overjoyed to see her being dragged down these past few days. |
should have come forward sooner.

[l was one of the staff members responsible for Bella’'s protective gear at that
time. Strangely enough, Bella asked me to help her add an extra set of knee
pads that day. There was no need to do so since the danger level for that
scene was not high. It seems like she knew she was going to be badly
injured.]

As more and more people came out, the public had different views about the
situation. 1



Bella was in the hospital at that time. Her eyes reddened with anger when she
saw the viral posts on the internet. She tried to call the mystery person who
had contacted her before, but the number was no longer in service. The man
had said that he would reach out to Bella and did not like it when she
contacted him first.

Bella was mad that the call could not get through. She lashed out at Tammy
and instructed her to remove the bad press.

Tammy did not appreciate being yelled at by Bella, but she still did what she
was told. She tried to take down the posts by reporting them, but none of the
social media moderators were willing to do that. Tammy wanted to bribe them
with money, but they did not accept it. “There’s only one possibility. Someone
has already paid them to keep those posts up!” she thought.

“They won'’t take down those posts, Bella. It's not too late to send out a
statement explaining what happened that day and say that it was just a
misunderstanding,” said Tammy.

“Are you crazy? They’d think I'm guilty of hurting myself and framing Stella!”
Bella yelled.

Tammy'’s face turned ugly as she mumbled, “So, what now?”

“What now?! |s asking that the only thing you can do? Have you learned
nothing from being around Wein all this time? Would | have asked you to deal
with it if | knew what to do?!”

Tammy immediately shut her mouth. “You were the one who was in a hurry to
leave Elegant Media and get rid of your exmanager, Wein. Why would he tell
me everything, knowing that we’re close? He’s not a fool,” she thought.

Bella was worried about the sudden change in the situation. Soon, a new
matter came to light, and she had no time to handle the problem she was
facing with Stella.

An article about Andrea Sonn’s suicide three years ago had been wildly
circulated on WhatsApp that afternoon. The report pointed the blame at Bella
for setting up Andrea to be sexually assaulted back then and exposing the
matter online after that. Various details were included in the article, along with
a variety of evidence.



The post entailed the story of Andrea’s family members suffering from
illnesses and dying from trying to avenge her death. Subsequently, a video of
Andrea and Bella checking into a hotel after getting drunk at a party was also
exposed. Bella’s figure was visible in the clip. She turned to leave after
watching Andrea being taken away by the man who assaulted her.



