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Realizing that Carter was truly a genius, Benjamin’s face flushed red. He
found himself at a loss for words.

Carter flashed a smile and said, “Are you interested in learning now?”
Benjamin instinctively nodded.

“Apologize to my wife, and I'll teach you,” Carter continued.

Benjamin hesitated to do as he was told.

Lena then quickly pulled her husband away.

Carter was disgruntled. “What? You're kicking me out after the job’s done?”

“You can'’t look at the data. They're confidential,” Lena said in a low voice.
She glanced around to ensure no one was eavesdropping, then leaned in and
gave Carter a peck on the corner of his lips. “Thank you for your hard work.
Go home and rest for now. I'll try to come home early today, and we can have
dinner together.”

Carter froze for a moment and pulled her into his arms. He lowered his head
and deepened the kiss. After some time, Lena was red and breathless. Only
then did he release her.” I'll be waiting for you,” he said in a husky voice.

“Okay,” Lena replied. She saw Carter off and headed back inside. Shortly
afterward, her colleagues rushed to her and said, “Dr. Gray, your husband just
made a significant

breakthrough! He recovered an audio file on the phone that was recorded
when the victim was attacked.”

Meanwhile, Carter got into his car and dialed Keegan’s number.

As soon as Keegan answered the call, Carter said, “It’s taken care of. When
are you going to throw me a parade?”



“Soon,” Keegan chuckled.

‘I want something grand, okay? Otherwise, I'll ensure the Civil Affairs Bureau
stays closed all day when you remarry.”

Carter’s words left Keegan a little speechless.

Hylda had no clue that Keegan had asked someone to slip in a miniature
tracking device that could also record audio inside Walter’s wallet. Using the
location data from the gadget, Keegan could find the discarded items quickly.
As the evidence could not be used directly in court, he requested Carter’s
assistance in transferring the audio file to Walter’'s damaged phone.

Carter was highly skilled in this department and extracted the file as quickly as
he inserted it into the electronic.

With the audio file in hand, authorities quickly pinpointed Hylda as the prime
suspect.

Albert had also reported to the police that he knew Walter and that his wife
had lent him money for medical treatment. Officers were stunned when they
learned his wife’s name.

‘What were the chances that the woman heard in the audio confrontation with
Walter was also named Hylda?’ they thought.

Consequently, they immediately set out to arrest her.

Hylda had waited all day for Albert to transfer the money. She grew
increasingly uneasy and texted Sophia, requesting her to pick up Hugo and let
him stay with her for a few days. Hylda then grabbed her suitcase and headed
to the airport. When she arrived, she purchased a ticket for the next available
flight.

While waiting at the airport gate, she noticed several uniformed police officers
walking around and had a bad feeling. She proceeded to discard her ticket
and left the airport with her suitcase.

Hylda went into hiding and became the subject of a nationwide manhunt. Her
photo was spread all over the internet within a day. Netizens also exposed
that she was the other woman and her connection to the Sunlight
Kindergarten food safety incident.



At the same time, Sophia was once again targeted by internet users because
of Hylda. The social media accounts she used to promote products and make
money were now completely useless. No one was willing to spend their
money on the child of a murderer.
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The Shaw family began treating Sophia coldly after finding out what had
happened to Hylda. Two days later, Ethan stopped her and said, “The
company recruited a lot of new people, and we’re a little tight on money right
now. | want to withdraw the eight million dollars.”

Sophia got a little irritated. “You insisted on investing the eight million
previously, and now you want to withdraw it right away just because my mom
is in trouble? Ethan, what do you think you're doing?”

Ethan was straightforward. “The situation is different now. Sophia, your mom
Is involved in a murder case. Do you think my family would want me to marry
the daughter of a murderer?”

Sophia’s expression turned unpleasant, as she clenched her teeth and said,
“Fine! Don’t regret it!”

She turned around and left. Then, she immediately contacted Albert, intending
to withdraw her shares.

Albert lied, claiming that Hylda took a lot of money with her when she left. So,
he was short of money and told Sophia to wait for a few more days. Then, he
hung up the phone.

Sophia tried to call Albert again, but he did not answer.
It was only then she realized that she might have been lied to.
Keegan was very mad that Hylda had gone missing.

The people he sent to track her down had followed her to the airport, but they
lost her when she went to the restroom.



It was Aldor’s first time seeing Keegan so angry. He understood that Keegan
was worried that Hylda would go after Stella.

He picked up the documents on the floor and consoled Keegan. “Mr. Kane, it’s
undeniable that they made a mistake this time, but Hylda was very cunning at
avoiding detection.”

After Hylda noticed that there were police at the airport, she gave her jacket
and cap to a woman with a similar figure as hers in the restroom. Then,
changed into another inconspicuous outfit and successfully muddled through.

No one had expected that a middle-aged woman like her would be so
cautious.

She did not go to any places like the train or bus stations after leaving the
airport. Instead, she took a few different cabs to avoid areas under
surveillance and made her escape.

Aldor said, “The police have eyes everywhere, and she probably hasn'’t left
Rivera yet.”

Keegan rubbed his temples and said in a deep voice, “That’s why I'm
worried.”

Aldor thought for a moment before he spoke again. “Mr. Kane, we should
inform Mr. Saun about this, so he can keep his guard up too. The surveillance
system is very advanced now, and Hylda won’t be able to hide for long.”

Although Keegan was reluctant to do that, he contacted Trevor anyway out of
concern for Stella’s safety.

Trevor heard what Keegan told him and immediately scolded him.

Of course, he scolded Keegan for his incompetence and for allowing Hylda to
become such a threat to Stella.

Keegan knew that Trevor still held a grudge regarding how he had scolded
him at Jaylene’s birthday party previously. So, he just kept quiet and let Trevor
vent his frustration.



Once Trevor was done scolding him, he spoke in a more measured tone. “I'll
get more people to protect Stella. As for Hylda, who do you think she’s most
likely to ask for help?”

The most likely person... would undoubtedly be her adulterer, lan White.

Hylda had never once revealed lan’s real identity. This indicated that she
probably still had some real feelings for him.

Her relationship with Albert had completely collapsed, and there was no way
that she would turn to him.

Trevor’'s expression turned somewhat strange upon hearing lan’s name.
Then, he cursed in a low voice, “I would've exposed her a few days later if |
knew that it was that scumbag.”

Keegan was puzzled.

Then, he asked softly, “Were you the one who exposed Molly’s bedroom
shots with the stripper?”

Trevor kept quiet.
While Hylda's case was being investigated, the Moore family was in chaos.

It all began with the scandalous photos of Molly and the stripper being spread
around within the circle and eventually reaching Frederick’s ears.

He became extremely angry, and there were even rumors that he punished
Molly severely that day.
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Keegan was aware of how strict the family rules were within the Moore family.

Back then, Vermont had beaten up a school bully, and the bully sought
revenge on him with a group of accomplices from outside of school. Keegan
and Marshall were forced to get into that brawl. The incident escalated, and
their parents were all called to the school.



However, after the matter was resolved, Marshall did not come to school for
two days.

He and Vermont went to Marshall’'s house to look for him, and the nanny told
them that Marshall had been admitted to the hospital.

Keegan still remembered what he saw when they arrived at the hospital to this
day. Marshall was lying on the bed, and his face was covered in whip marks.
He looked defeated while Ariel was shedding tears next to him.

Keegan was raised by Cordelia from a young age. She loved children very
much and would only give Keegan a few spankings on the buttocks or palms
when he misbehaved. When he grew older, Cordelia would punish him in
different ways like making him recite books or memorize them.

The disciplinary measures of the Moore family were shocking and despicable.

Keegan and Vermont were worried that Marshall would feel embarrassed, so
they looked at him through the window and left the hospital without going in.

Molly was Frederick’s favorite child, yet he did not go easy on her. It was
evident how angry he really was.

Marshall could not get up after being disciplined, and Molly had it even worse.
It was said that she spent a few days in the hospital.

Irene was very mad, and she had been looking for the person who leaked the
photos.

Trevor was one of her main suspects, so Keegan figured that it would not be a
good time for him to ask for the Moore family’s help.

Not only that they would not help him, but they might even seek revenge on
him.

At that thought, Keegan could not help but say, “You're so childish. You
should have at least waited for some time before doing that. They just warned
you about it, and the photos were leaked. How could they not suspect you?”

Trevor was displeased. “They asked for it when they did that to Stella. They
should be glad that | didn’t end her life!” Then, he shifted the blame to
Keegan, “You're the fool. You should have gotten someone to broadcast



everything live at that time. Why bother putting on a show? You should
embarrass her right there and then and show her who she shouldn’t mess
with!”

Keegan kept quiet.

‘What a crazy man! Our families are all friends with each other and doing that
would only make things worse!” Keegan thought to himself.

‘| should keep Stella away from her impulsive brother in the future.’

After contemplating for some time, Trevor suddenly suggested, “Why don’t we
try to contact that gigolo, Marshall? He’s her relative, after all.”

Keegan’s face darkened. “Are you trying to give him an opportunity to prove
himself?”

Trevor snorted. “You get anxious every time | mention his name. What are
you afraid of? Stella falling for him?”

‘Hmph.” Keegan scoffed. He was about to flaunt his new diamond
engagement ring but changed his mind after some thought.

He knew Trevor too well. He figured that Trevor would probably steal the ring
from Stella and throw it away when she was not paying attention.

So, he said in a flat tone, “We’ll talk about this again after he gets plastic
surgery to have a face like mine.”

Trevor kept quiet.
‘Is he that proud of his looks?’

In unit 902 of Clouditude International, Felicity curled up on the couch while
editing her script.

She had adapted well to her new company, and her

coworkers were all very friendly. She no longer had to deal with matters that
were irrelevant to her work and could finally focus on writing the script.

Sewyn lay beside her, licking its fur occasionally and nuzzling her.



When Vermont came back, he saw this peaceful moment.

He paused briefly before hanging his coat on the rack. Then, he softly asked,
“Why haven’t you slept yet?”
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Felicity glanced at him and said, “I'll go back to my room if you want to use the
living room.”

Vermont was taken aback. Then, he said, “Why do you think like that? | was
just worried about your health since you've been staying up late to work on
the script.”

He sat down next to her, as he spoke with a bag of freshly roasted pork
knuckle in his hand. The aroma wafted toward Felicity, and her initially tense
mood immediately relaxed a little.

‘Well, he’s not that bad after all. I'm glad that he brought me some midnight
snack.’

Felicity scoffed and said, “Staying up late for work is just part of my job. I'm
not some big boss like you who can just stay in your comfort zone and still
make money.”

Vermont chuckled. “I fought hard for the comfort zone | have now. Everyone
worked hard when they were young. We have to put in the effort when it's
time to do so.”

He spoke, as he took out a pair of disposable gloves.

Felicity thought that he would hand them to her as usual.

She even reached out to take them, but he put them in his own hand instead.
He unwrapped the packaging and started eating the pork knuckle on his own.

Felicity was speechless.



Vermont took a bite. Then, he turned to Felicity and asked,” The smell is not
that strong, right? Is it bothering you?”

Felicity felt frustrated and responded in a stiff tone, “No! I'm not hungry
anyway!”

Vermont paused. ‘Are you sure? | ordered two portions of roasted pork belly
for you. They’re still in the aluminum foil.”

Felicity was taken aback.
That was one of her favorite foods, especially if it was spicy.

However, she had just said that she was not hungry, and it would be
embarrassing for her to eat them.

She needed Vermont to find an excuse for her to eat.
So, she pretentiously glanced at it and flatly said, “Roasted pork belly has
such high calories. I'm going to gain so much weight if | were to eat this so

late at night.”

Given Vermont’s high EQ, he would definitely say something like, “You're so
skinny. Eating this will only give you more energy throughout winter. Mammals
naturally prefer high- calorie foods, and dieting goes against the laws of
nature.”

Then, she would have a reasonable excuse to eat them.

Vermont had always been really good with his words.

At least, that was what Felicity thought and expected. She was waiting for
Vermont to say that.

However, she was wrong.

Vermont kept quiet for a moment before he nodded and said, “Fine, I'll eat
them all, then.”

Felicity was puzzled.

He was not joking. After saying that, he picked up the disposable utensils and
unwrapped the aluminum foll.



Felicity could not resist the smell, as she said, “You can’t eat things that are
too spicy, right? Did you forget how you suffered three days in the toilet after
eating the chicken parmigiana back then?”

Vermont was speechless.

Then, he said in a displeased tone. “And, you have the audacity to remind me
of it? Why did you make it so spicy for me when you already knew that |
couldn’t handle it?”

Felicity scoffed. “You were the one who lied to me first. You told me that you'd
help me with investigating Hylda, yet what have you done? You had Keegan
do all the work and then came to take the credits. You tricked me into making
food for you! You should be glad that | didn’t make you suffer for a week in the
toilet!”

Vermont kept quiet.

Then, he murmured softly, “Well, it's not like | didn’t do anything to help at all.
You were too ruthless.”

Felicity swept her glance across him. “What did you do to help?”
“| passed your message to Keegan,” he said.

Felicity glared at him. “How shameless of you!”
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Vermont chuckled softly. “It’s called working smart. Keegan is happy to
investigate Hylda and so is your best friend. Everyone is happy, so
technically, | wasn'’t lying.”

Felicity snorted. “You’re just a cunning man with twisted logic!”

Vermont handed her the disposable utensils and said, “Here, you’ve been
busy all night. Eat something to fill your stomach. | specifically bought this for
you, and | can’t eat it anyway. It won’t taste good when it gets cold, and I'll
even have to throw it away.”



Felicity initially wanted to reject him with dignity, but the crispy pork belly was
simply too tempting.

So, she “reluctantly” said, “Give me a heads up when you buy things like this
next time. It'd be a waste if | don’t eat them.”

Vermont replied with a smile, “Sure.”

Felicity took the utensils, and her fingers unintentionally brushed against
Vermont’s. He instinctively pulled his hand back, causing the utensils to fall on
the floor.

Felicity paused.
Vermont made quite a big movement as if he had been poked by a needle.

He seemed somewhat frustrated, as he picked up the utensils from the
ground and threw them away. Then, he handed her a new set of unopened
utensils before he softly said, “Open it yourself.”

Then, he placed it on the table, instead of putting it in her hand like before.
Felicity felt strange at first but did not pay much attention to it.

However, it did not take her very long to realize that Vermont was purposely
avoiding physical contact with her.

When they finished eating and clearing the table, she stood up to help, but her
hair accidentally touched Vermont's arm. When she lifted her head, he quickly
moved away.

When he offered her a bottle of water, he did not open it for her. Instead, he
placed it on the coffee table and asked her to get it herself.

Felicity gradually realized that Vermont was deliberately keeping his distance
from her.

That realization made her feel very uncomfortable.

Although they were not in a romantic relationship, that was still not the way
they treated each other.



Vermont’'s sudden avoidance made Felicity feel awkward about their
relationship.

After taking out the trash, Vermont came back and saw the troubled look on
her face.

That was a rare sight, as she was always an optimistic person and would
rarely be bothered by anything.

Vermont pretended not to see that and asked, “Do you want to play some
video games?”

Felicity recollected herself and looked at her script. Her mind was a mess and
could not continue the story. So, she closed her laptop and said, “I'll go get my
charger.”

It had been more than a week since they came back from the Onsen Villa,
and they had not played video games together since then.

Felicity had played a few matches by herself and even invited other online
friends to join her, but the matches were not as enjoyable as playing with
Vermont.

They would hide in the bushes together, complaining about their teammates,
and even put on a show when they were losing, pretending to argue with each
other to trick the opponents into a surprise attack.

When they played together, it was not about winning or losing. Instead, it was
all about having fun.

Felicity came back out with her charger, but Vermont was not in the living
room anymore.

As she plugged in the charger and entered the game interface, Vermont came
out of his bedroom.

He changed into a pair of shorts and a tank top, holding his phone as he
walked over.

That tank top was tight. It revealed the well-defined outline of his muscles. It
instantly reminded Felicity of the stripper she had seen at Jaylene’s birthday

party.



However, Vermont’s shorts were not as tight as theirs.

He sat down next to her, started the game, and said, “I'll invite a few more
players. Let’s play as a five-player team.”

Felicity paused, and it took her some time to say, “Sure.”



