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Stella spoke at a calm and steady pace. Her speech was devoid of any 
exaggerated recounting of her past twentyplus years. There was no 
overwhelming excitement about being recognized by the Saun family. Instead, 
she shared her journey from the moment she learned about her true heritage 
and the love and care she received from the Saun family. Her words were 
sincere and filled with gratitude toward her family and friends. 

Edith and Wilfred were in the audience and had tears in their eyes. Despite 
Stella’s excellent upbringing, it was inevitable that they felt heartbroken after 
over two decades of separation. 

Darcie watched as Stella spoke on stage, carefully observing her features. 
‘They’d be identical if she just has a mole on her nose,’ she thought. 

“Mom, it’s time for the group photo,” Jaylene interrupted. 

She returned to reality and realized that Stella had already finished her 
speech. The elderly couple and Daryl were already on stage, taking photos. 

Darcie pursed her lips and said, “Let’s go.” 

“Stand next to me, Stella. Leighton and Trevor, pick whichever side you like,” 
said Edith. 

Wilfred frowned and said, “No. Stella should stand next to me. These two are 
so tall they’ll block my airway if they 

stand next to me.” 

Trevor and Leighton were speechless as they noticed the obvious favoritism. 

Seeing the elderly couple argue, Trevor could not help but say, “Can’t we just 
take a few more photos with different standing positions? I’m sure we have 
enough film.” 

The elderly couple glared at him and said, “But we can only hang one family 
photo on the wall.” 



If Edith and Wilfred took different shots with Stella standing next to them, 
they’d have to argue over which picture to hang on the wall. So, they rather 
seized the opportunity from the very beginning. 

After a long dispute, they finally settled on having Stella sit in the middle. 
Meanwhile, Leighton and Trevor were to stand on either side of the elderly 
couple. 

Stella suddenly felt like she had been promoted to a higher position as 
everyone was standing except her and the elderly couple. 

After taking the shot, Wilfred wanted to take a few more photos with his 
granddaughter alone. 

“Wenham, let’s take a photo together, too,” Darcie suggested. 

As soon as she spoke, the lively and joyous atmosphere in the room died 
down quite a bit. 

Wenham said, “Let’s wait for Stella to take a few more photos with mom and 
dad. They have things to attend to in 

Royalburgh and can’t stay here for long. They’ll be going back soon.” 

“In that case, I’ll accompany them for these few days and show them around.” 

The elderly couple’s expressions immediately turned solemn. Wilfred was not 
keen on the idea as well. 

“That’s alright. Stella can take us around. After all, she grew up in Rivera and 
knew this place better than you,” said Edith. 

Wenham could sense the displeasure in her words. Even though the banquet 
went relatively smoothly, the hotel chosen still weighed on the elderly couple’s 
minds. 

“Mr. Winston is here. I’ll go greet him first,” Wenham whispered. 

Darcie gave a slight nod and left with Jaylene. As Jaylene passed Leighton, 
he suddenly muttered, “Ugly bitch.” 

Jaylene was taken aback, turning to look at Leighton. However, he had 
already gone to look at the family portrait. 



Jaylene pressed her lips together and left the stage with a tense expression. 

The atmosphere on stage became lively once again after the mother-daughter 
duo walked away. 

Wilfred took out an exquisite-looking box and handed it to Stella. 

“My dear, this is a gift your grandmother and I prepared for you.” 

Stella did not expect to receive any gifts at this event. 
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‘Why are they giving me another present? What was that money pouch they 
gave me last time?’ thought Stella as Wilfred handed her a box. 

She was about to decline when Trevor intervened, saying,” It’s a heartfelt 
gesture from your grandparents. You should accept it.” 

Upon hearing that, Stella found it hard to refuse. She took the present and 
said, “Thank you, Grandpa and Grandma.” 

Following that, Daryl also handed her a gift box. “Stella, this is a gift from me 
and your aunt. We hope you like it.” 

This left Stella stunned. Soon, everyone in the family was giving her gifts. 
Even Leighton’s younger brother, Noah, who was 12 years old, prepared one 
for her. Before she knew it, Stella held a pile of presents from her relatives. 

Trevor helped her carry some of them and said, “Let me keep these for you. 
We’ll go through the gift receipts together after the party.” 

Stella’s heart skipped a beat. “Gift receipts?” 

Trevor chuckled. “Yeah. Did you think everyone’s here just to see you?” 

Wenham held a prominent position in the business world, and with his 
outgoing personality, he made friends everywhere. He would make sure to 
send gifts and monetary contributions for weddings, funerals, and other 
occasions back in Hustuabourg, even if he was abroad and could not be 
present. 



Since the Saun family had not held any large-scale events for joyous 
occasions, and considering Wenham’s generosity, this banquet was 
essentially a way for the people to reciprocate. 

Stella looked at the sea of people and realized that the banquet hall would be 
filled with presents if everyone gave a gift. 

“Enjoy it while you can,” said Trevor. 

‘Am I being too obvious?’ Stella thought. 

“This is probably why Keegan has a hold over you,” Trevor sighed, hinting that 
Stella was easily amazed by fame and money. 

Stella was a little annoyed. “It’s not like that. I also judge people by their 
appearance,” she said. 

Her response left Trevor at a loss for words. 

After they stored the gifts, Trevor led Stella to the table. 

Wenham was chatting with Danny at the moment. Seeing his children enter 
the scene, he waved for them to come. 

As they approached, Wenham introduced his friend to his daughter, “Stella, 
this is a friend of mine from business, Danny Winston.” 

Danny extended his hand to greet her, and Stella shook it. Wenham then 
introduced him to Jaylene. 

Jaylene confidently exchanged greetings with him and immediately initiated a 
conversation in fluent Yostrainian. Stella stood by, listening quietly without 
interjecting. 

‘Danny seems highly enthusiastic about Jaylene’s words, though it could also 
be the exaggerated mannerisms typical of foreigners,’ thought Stella. He had 
quite an array of reactions when talking to Jaylene. 

After a while, Danny shifted his gaze to Stella and spoke to her in Yostrainian. 
When he finished, Stella asked, “Can you say that again in Hustuabourgian?” 

Danny was taken aback, seemingly not expecting her to say that. 



“Stella, Mr. Winston is a true Yostrainian. He doesn’t understand 
Hustuabourgian. I can translate for you if you don’t understand,” said Jaylene. 

Stella glanced at her, then turned to Danny and spoke in Yostrainian, “I heard 
from Trevor that your girlfriend is from Hustuabourg, and you come here every 
year to spend time with her. I just thought you’d at least know how to converse 
in her language.” 

Stella’s pronunciation was clear, indicating that she knew the language. 
Jaylene felt embarrassed and curled up her fingers unconsciously. 

Danny chuckled and said in Hustuabourgian, “I do, but I’m not particularly 
proficient in it.” 

Stella smiled when she heard that. “Practice makes perfect. 
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Danny observed Stella and noticed this was the first time since he rose to his 
current position that someone had taken the lead in a conversation in their 
language with him. He found it rather intriguing. 

“You make a valid point,” he remarked. “Did you ask me to speak 
Hustuabourgian because you’re not proficient in Yostrainian?” 

Others turned their attention to Stella upon hearing that. 

Being bad at Yostrainian was not a big deal, but the fact that she asked 
Danny made it seem like she was ignorant. With Jaylene, who was fluent in 
Yostrainian, standing nearby, it inevitably made people think less of Stella. 
They realized that they not only had different upbringings but also varying 
education levels and views as well. 

Wenham was about to speak up for his daughter, but Stella admitted, “My 
speaking is average, but I have no problem understanding you.” 

People learn language when they can practice it in an environment where it is 
often used. Stella had long set Yostrainian aside after she passed it in sixth 
grade. 

However, she often tuned into Keegan’s phone calls when he communicated 
with overseas clients in Yostrainian. Her spoken language was only passable 



due to this. She could manage basic communication but was bound to 
stumble when it came to complex conversations. 

Moreover, Keegan had briefed Stella on Danny last night. He mentioned that 
Danny appreciated straightforward people. Hence, Stella found it appropriate 
to just ask him if he spoke Hustuabourgian instead of pretending she knew the 
language well. After all, it was something that would be revealed sooner or 
later. It would be embarrassing if she was exposed. 

Just as Stella finished speaking, Darcie explained, “Unlike Jaylene, who spent 
a few years studying abroad, Stella did not get to grow up in a Yostrainian-
speaking environment. It’s rather impressive that she can understand it even a 
little, considering that the quality of education in Hustuabourg is limited.” 

Stella paused and looked at her stepmother. While it seemed like Darcie was 
defending her with that statement, upon closer examination, it subtly 
highlighted the difference between her and Jaylene. 

Stella smiled and said, “Darcie, perhaps you’ve been abroad too long. Your 
impressions of Hustuabourg seem to be outdated. Conditions have improved 
now, and parents pay great attention to cultivating their children’s second 
language. Try stopping any primary school student off the street and ask them 
for directions in Yostrainian; they’ll help you find your way. Just because I 
haven’t put much effort into learning the language, which doesn’t mean the 
quality of education in Hustuabourg is low.” 

Darcie froze upon hearing that. She chuckled and said,” Indeed, this country 
has changed so much over these years.” 

Danny was more interested in Stella’s candor. Although his girlfriend was from 
Hustuabourg, he did not have a particularly good impression of the people. 
This was because he had encountered a Hustuabourgian business partner 
who caused him a lot of trouble during his early entrepreneurial days. 

Danny met the person at university. They started their business together, but 
luck was not on their side. Their products did not sell well, and they had 
difficulty finding investors. They lived frugally, scrimping and saving every 
penny to invest in their business. They practically stayed in their office during 
the most difficult times, sharing a single loaf of bread with each other. Despite 
their circumstances, neither of them spoke of giving up. 



The business started to show signs of improvement after two years. Just as 
Danny thought their hard work was finally paying off, his partner took their 
profit and defected to a large enterprise at the time. 
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Danny tried to confront his business partner at the time, only to be swiftly 
shown the way out. He could not accept the outcome and fell into a 
depressive state. He wasted two years doing nothing at home. Eventually, his 
wife divorced him, taking their daughter with her. Meanwhile, his former 
business partner soared to success on the back of their joint efforts. 

When they crossed paths again at a class reunion, the person not only lacked 
remorse but also taunted him with harsh words. He denied Danny’s 
contribution to their shared success and belittled him to the point of 
worthlessness. 

This incident then ignited his spirit to get himself together. He began to pick up 
the pieces and start anew. The process was tough, but the thought of being 
betrayed and abandoned spurred him on. 

His current girlfriend, whom he met during his second venture, stood by him 
during the most grueling moments. She provided him with much 
encouragement and help. 

However, Danny still held a deep mistrust for Hustuabourgians in terms of 
character due to the actions of his previous business partner. This was also 
why, despite dating his girlfriend for nine years, he had not yet married her. 

Danny did not resent his ex-associate for betraying the business. However, he 
was hurt that he betrayed their friendship and went out of his way to degrade 
him. 

As the saying goes, once bitten, twice shy. After Danny’s business grew, he 
collaborated with all sorts of businessmen, except for Hustuabourgians. 

Nevertheless, Danny’s girlfriend was a Hustuabourgian and well-known in her 
community. Trevor was the one who introduced them. 

Danny had a favorable impression of Wenham and his son, but the lingering 
concern that he would be betrayed still made him hesitant to consider doing 



business with them. In his perception, Hustuabourgians were hypocrites and 
backstabbers. 

Initially, Danny had not planned on attending the banquet. But his professor 
from his university, whom he was close with, suddenly contacted him last 
night. The professor asked him to visit a Hustuabourgian student of theirs 
named Keegan Kane. So, he decided to come. 

Danny found it a pleasure to converse with Keegan and Stella since both of 
them were straightforward individuals. 

He smiled and said to Wenham, “Your daughter is very honest.” 

Wenham looked at Stella with affection in his eyes. “She’s a sensible and 
compliant child. She does things without any hidden motives.” 

Danny sighed. “My daughter is the same. When I asked her if she liked me or 
her mother better, she chose her mother while holding onto the gift I bought 
for her. She’s so brutally 

honest; it breaks my heart.” 

Wenham chuckled, and the two engaged in lively conversation. 

Darcie, keeping an eye on the time, reminded Wenham,” Darling, maybe you 
should lead Mr. Winston to his seat. The dishes might be getting cold.” 

Wenham put their conversation on hold and said, “This way, please, Mr. 
Winston.” 

Olivia had prepared a special table for VIPs and decorated it exquisitely. As 
soon as guests arrived, she warmly welcomed them. 

Danny took his seat. In passing, he commented, ’Mr. Saun, I’m not trying to 
impose, but I think you could’ve rented a bigger venue. It seems like your 
guests could use more space.” 
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Wenham froze upon hearing Danny’s comment, clearly displeased. He 
opened his mouth but struggled to find the right words. 



Darcie then intervened and said, “You might not be aware of this, Mr. 
Winston, but Stella was the one who chose this hotel. We realized that we 
should’ve held the event at a larger venue. But we decided to ask Stella for 
input and consider her wishes. 

“Having grown up in another family, a five-star hotel might already be 
luxurious in Stella’s eyes. Plus, the environment here is satisfactory. Since 
Stella liked the venue, we didn’t question much,” she continued. 

Trevor was grabbing a tissue when he heard Darcie say this. He paused and 
narrowed his eyes subtly. 

Stella lowered her gaze, thinking that Darcie had been planning this all along. 
‘She was the one who provided me with a list of hotels. It’s like she was 
expecting me to choose it.’ 

Darcie’s words implied that Stella was a country bumpkin and did not know 
much about the finer things in life. 

The people at the nearby table had been eavesdropping on the conversation 
from the beginning. Upon hearing this, they immediately huddled together to 
gossip. 

“I was wondering why they held this banquet here. Turns out 

Stella herself chose it. She probably doesn’t even know which hotel in Rivera 
is the best. She likely thinks a five-star is already impressive.” 

“Even the place Jaylene rented for her birthday before is much more lavish 
than this.” 

“Well, she was raised by the Jewells. What did you expect?” 

“But she’s been married into the Kane family for three years. Doesn’t she 
have even a basic level of discernment?” 

“A person’s growth and potential can be shaped by their surroundings. Even 
someone with great potential may struggle to reach their full capabilities if 
raised in an unfavorable environment.” 

Lena could not stand it anymore and indifferently stated,” Unfortunately, some 
people can still be pricks despite being raised in a good family.” 



Everyone at the table went silent. 

Carter cleared his throat and raised his thumb to signal Lena that she was 
incredible. 

Stella regained her composure and said, “Dad, I did not randomly choose this 
hotel. The owner of this hotel is Ms. Olivia Warren, who has helped me a lot 
before. Since I haven’t had the chance to properly repay her, I thought, why 
not let her handle it? I wanted to express my gratitude for her help. Moreover, 
she pays great attention to detail and does things well. 

“I know the hotels Darcie suggested, such as Harmony 

Heights, Elysian Oasis, and Azure Haven, are great. I like them all. I 
understand that Ms. Warren’s hotel might be slightly smaller than others, but it 
feels right. Although the decorations may not be as grand as what you are 
used to, I find comfort in knowing that my friend had put much thought into it. 

“Trevor often said that it’s important to repay people’s kindness. I didn’t have 
the means to do so in the past. But now that I’m part of the Saun family, I 
have the resources to help my friends with their businesses. I want to show 
them how much I care. Dad, you aren’t upset that I chose this place, are you?” 

Wenham was quite interested in listening to his daughter speak at first. 
However, as he listened, his expression grew increasingly somber. None of 
the hotels she mentioned were considered the best in Rivera. Some of them 
were even inferior to Regal Banquets. They were actually on the list of venues 
Darcie put together, which showed that she had not put much effort into her 
research. 

Darcie noticed Wenham shooting a look at her way, and her heart sank. She 
quickly explained, “Didn’t you flip the list over, Stella? I also wrote down 
places like Dragon Lagoon and Emperor Suite.” 

Stella continued to act ignorant. She smiled and said, “Well, I think they’re 
about the same. They’re all good hotels.” 

Darcie did not know what to say. 

“I was wondering why the Sauns would hold this banquet here. Turns out it 
was your suggestion, Stella?” Olivia spoke up. 
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‘Why are they giving me another present? What was that money pouch they 
gave me last time?’ thought Stella as Wilfred handed her a box. 

She was about to decline when Trevor intervened, saying,” It’s a heartfelt 
gesture from your grandparents. You should accept it.” 

Upon hearing that, Stella found it hard to refuse. She took the present and 
said, “Thank you, Grandpa and Grandma.” 

Following that, Daryl also handed her a gift box. “Stella, this is a gift from me 
and your aunt. We hope you like it.” 

This left Stella stunned. Soon, everyone in the family was giving her gifts. 
Even Leighton’s younger brother, Noah, who was 12 years old, prepared one 
for her. Before she knew it, Stella held a pile of presents from her relatives. 

Trevor helped her carry some of them and said, “Let me keep these for you. 
We’ll go through the gift receipts together after the party.” 

Stella’s heart skipped a beat. “Gift receipts?” 

Trevor chuckled. “Yeah. Did you think everyone’s here just to see you?” 

Wenham held a prominent position in the business world, and with his 
outgoing personality, he made friends everywhere. He would make sure to 
send gifts and monetary contributions for weddings, funerals, and other 
occasions back in Hustuabourg, even if he was abroad and could not be 
present. 

Since the Saun family had not held any large-scale events for joyous 
occasions, and considering Wenham’s generosity, this banquet was 
essentially a way for the people to reciprocate. 

Stella looked at the sea of people and realized that the banquet hall would be 
filled with presents if everyone gave a gift. 

“Enjoy it while you can,” said Trevor. 



‘Am I being too obvious?’ Stella thought. 

“This is probably why Keegan has a hold over you,” Trevor sighed, hinting that 
Stella was easily amazed by fame and money. 

Stella was a little annoyed. “It’s not like that. I also judge people by their 
appearance,” she said. 

Her response left Trevor at a loss for words. 

After they stored the gifts, Trevor led Stella to the table. 

Wenham was chatting with Danny at the moment. Seeing his children enter 
the scene, he waved for them to come. 

As they approached, Wenham introduced his friend to his daughter, “Stella, 
this is a friend of mine from business, Danny Winston.” 

Danny extended his hand to greet her, and Stella shook it. Wenham then 
introduced him to Jaylene. 

Jaylene confidently exchanged greetings with him and immediately initiated a 
conversation in fluent Yostrainian. Stella stood by, listening quietly without 
interjecting. 

‘Danny seems highly enthusiastic about Jaylene’s words, though it could also 
be the exaggerated mannerisms typical of foreigners,’ thought Stella. He had 
quite an array of reactions when talking to Jaylene. 

After a while, Danny shifted his gaze to Stella and spoke to her in Yostrainian. 
When he finished, Stella asked, “Can you say that again in Hustuabourgian?” 

Danny was taken aback, seemingly not expecting her to say that. 

“Stella, Mr. Winston is a true Yostrainian. He doesn’t understand 
Hustuabourgian. I can translate for you if you don’t understand,” said Jaylene. 

Stella glanced at her, then turned to Danny and spoke in Yostrainian, “I heard 
from Trevor that your girlfriend is from Hustuabourg, and you come here every 
year to spend time with her. I just thought you’d at least know how to converse 
in her language.” 



Stella’s pronunciation was clear, indicating that she knew the language. 
Jaylene felt embarrassed and curled up her fingers unconsciously. 

Danny chuckled and said in Hustuabourgian, “I do, but I’m not particularly 
proficient in it.” 

Stella smiled when she heard that. “Practice makes perfect. 
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Danny observed Stella and noticed this was the first time since he rose to his 
current position that someone had taken the lead in a conversation in their 
language with him. He found it rather intriguing. 

“You make a valid point,” he remarked. “Did you ask me to speak 
Hustuabourgian because you’re not proficient in Yostrainian?” 

Others turned their attention to Stella upon hearing that. 

Being bad at Yostrainian was not a big deal, but the fact that she asked 
Danny made it seem like she was ignorant. With Jaylene, who was fluent in 
Yostrainian, standing nearby, it inevitably made people think less of Stella. 
They realized that they not only had different upbringings but also varying 
education levels and views as well. 

Wenham was about to speak up for his daughter, but Stella admitted, “My 
speaking is average, but I have no problem understanding you.” 

People learn language when they can practice it in an environment where it is 
often used. Stella had long set Yostrainian aside after she passed it in sixth 
grade. 

However, she often tuned into Keegan’s phone calls when he communicated 
with overseas clients in Yostrainian. Her spoken language was only passable 
due to this. She could manage basic communication but was bound to 
stumble when it came to complex conversations. 

Moreover, Keegan had briefed Stella on Danny last night. He mentioned that 
Danny appreciated straightforward people. Hence, Stella found it appropriate 
to just ask him if he spoke Hustuabourgian instead of pretending she knew the 
language well. After all, it was something that would be revealed sooner or 
later. It would be embarrassing if she was exposed. 



Just as Stella finished speaking, Darcie explained, “Unlike Jaylene, who spent 
a few years studying abroad, Stella did not get to grow up in a Yostrainian-
speaking environment. It’s rather impressive that she can understand it even a 
little, considering that the quality of education in Hustuabourg is limited.” 

Stella paused and looked at her stepmother. While it seemed like Darcie was 
defending her with that statement, upon closer examination, it subtly 
highlighted the difference between her and Jaylene. 

Stella smiled and said, “Darcie, perhaps you’ve been abroad too long. Your 
impressions of Hustuabourg seem to be outdated. Conditions have improved 
now, and parents pay great attention to cultivating their children’s second 
language. Try stopping any primary school student off the street and ask them 
for directions in Yostrainian; they’ll help you find your way. Just because I 
haven’t put much effort into learning the language, which doesn’t mean the 
quality of education in Hustuabourg is low.” 

Darcie froze upon hearing that. She chuckled and said,” Indeed, this country 
has changed so much over these years.” 

Danny was more interested in Stella’s candor. Although his girlfriend was from 
Hustuabourg, he did not have a particularly good impression of the people. 
This was because he had encountered a Hustuabourgian business partner 
who caused him a lot of trouble during his early entrepreneurial days. 

Danny met the person at university. They started their business together, but 
luck was not on their side. Their products did not sell well, and they had 
difficulty finding investors. They lived frugally, scrimping and saving every 
penny to invest in their business. They practically stayed in their office during 
the most difficult times, sharing a single loaf of bread with each other. Despite 
their circumstances, neither of them spoke of giving up. 

The business started to show signs of improvement after two years. Just as 
Danny thought their hard work was finally paying off, his partner took their 
profit and defected to a large enterprise at the time. 
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Danny tried to confront his business partner at the time, only to be swiftly 
shown the way out. He could not accept the outcome and fell into a 
depressive state. He wasted two years doing nothing at home. Eventually, his 



wife divorced him, taking their daughter with her. Meanwhile, his former 
business partner soared to success on the back of their joint efforts. 

When they crossed paths again at a class reunion, the person not only lacked 
remorse but also taunted him with harsh words. He denied Danny’s 
contribution to their shared success and belittled him to the point of 
worthlessness. 

This incident then ignited his spirit to get himself together. He began to pick up 
the pieces and start anew. The process was tough, but the thought of being 
betrayed and abandoned spurred him on. 

His current girlfriend, whom he met during his second venture, stood by him 
during the most grueling moments. She provided him with much 
encouragement and help. 

However, Danny still held a deep mistrust for Hustuabourgians in terms of 
character due to the actions of his previous business partner. This was also 
why, despite dating his girlfriend for nine years, he had not yet married her. 

Danny did not resent his ex-associate for betraying the business. However, he 
was hurt that he betrayed their friendship and went out of his way to degrade 
him. 

As the saying goes, once bitten, twice shy. After Danny’s business grew, he 
collaborated with all sorts of businessmen, except for Hustuabourgians. 

Nevertheless, Danny’s girlfriend was a Hustuabourgian and well-known in her 
community. Trevor was the one who introduced them. 

Danny had a favorable impression of Wenham and his son, but the lingering 
concern that he would be betrayed still made him hesitant to consider doing 
business with them. In his perception, Hustuabourgians were hypocrites and 
backstabbers. 

Initially, Danny had not planned on attending the banquet. But his professor 
from his university, whom he was close with, suddenly contacted him last 
night. The professor asked him to visit a Hustuabourgian student of theirs 
named Keegan Kane. So, he decided to come. 

Danny found it a pleasure to converse with Keegan and Stella since both of 
them were straightforward individuals. 



He smiled and said to Wenham, “Your daughter is very honest.” 

Wenham looked at Stella with affection in his eyes. “She’s a sensible and 
compliant child. She does things without any hidden motives.” 

Danny sighed. “My daughter is the same. When I asked her if she liked me or 
her mother better, she chose her mother while holding onto the gift I bought 
for her. She’s so brutally 

honest; it breaks my heart.” 

Wenham chuckled, and the two engaged in lively conversation. 

Darcie, keeping an eye on the time, reminded Wenham,” Darling, maybe you 
should lead Mr. Winston to his seat. The dishes might be getting cold.” 

Wenham put their conversation on hold and said, “This way, please, Mr. 
Winston.” 

Olivia had prepared a special table for VIPs and decorated it exquisitely. As 
soon as guests arrived, she warmly welcomed them. 

Danny took his seat. In passing, he commented, ’Mr. Saun, I’m not trying to 
impose, but I think you could’ve rented a bigger venue. It seems like your 
guests could use more space.” 
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Wenham froze upon hearing Danny’s comment, clearly displeased. He 
opened his mouth but struggled to find the right words. 

Darcie then intervened and said, “You might not be aware of this, Mr. 
Winston, but Stella was the one who chose this hotel. We realized that we 
should’ve held the event at a larger venue. But we decided to ask Stella for 
input and consider her wishes. 

“Having grown up in another family, a five-star hotel might already be 
luxurious in Stella’s eyes. Plus, the environment here is satisfactory. Since 
Stella liked the venue, we didn’t question much,” she continued. 

Trevor was grabbing a tissue when he heard Darcie say this. He paused and 
narrowed his eyes subtly. 



Stella lowered her gaze, thinking that Darcie had been planning this all along. 
‘She was the one who provided me with a list of hotels. It’s like she was 
expecting me to choose it.’ 

Darcie’s words implied that Stella was a country bumpkin and did not know 
much about the finer things in life. 

The people at the nearby table had been eavesdropping on the conversation 
from the beginning. Upon hearing this, they immediately huddled together to 
gossip. 

“I was wondering why they held this banquet here. Turns out 

Stella herself chose it. She probably doesn’t even know which hotel in Rivera 
is the best. She likely thinks a five-star is already impressive.” 

“Even the place Jaylene rented for her birthday before is much more lavish 
than this.” 

“Well, she was raised by the Jewells. What did you expect?” 

“But she’s been married into the Kane family for three years. Doesn’t she 
have even a basic level of discernment?” 

“A person’s growth and potential can be shaped by their surroundings. Even 
someone with great potential may struggle to reach their full capabilities if 
raised in an unfavorable environment.” 

Lena could not stand it anymore and indifferently stated,” Unfortunately, some 
people can still be pricks despite being raised in a good family.” 

Everyone at the table went silent. 

Carter cleared his throat and raised his thumb to signal Lena that she was 
incredible. 

Stella regained her composure and said, “Dad, I did not randomly choose this 
hotel. The owner of this hotel is Ms. Olivia Warren, who has helped me a lot 
before. Since I haven’t had the chance to properly repay her, I thought, why 
not let her handle it? I wanted to express my gratitude for her help. Moreover, 
she pays great attention to detail and does things well. 

“I know the hotels Darcie suggested, such as Harmony 



Heights, Elysian Oasis, and Azure Haven, are great. I like them all. I 
understand that Ms. Warren’s hotel might be slightly smaller than others, but it 
feels right. Although the decorations may not be as grand as what you are 
used to, I find comfort in knowing that my friend had put much thought into it. 

“Trevor often said that it’s important to repay people’s kindness. I didn’t have 
the means to do so in the past. But now that I’m part of the Saun family, I 
have the resources to help my friends with their businesses. I want to show 
them how much I care. Dad, you aren’t upset that I chose this place, are you?” 

Wenham was quite interested in listening to his daughter speak at first. 
However, as he listened, his expression grew increasingly somber. None of 
the hotels she mentioned were considered the best in Rivera. Some of them 
were even inferior to Regal Banquets. They were actually on the list of venues 
Darcie put together, which showed that she had not put much effort into her 
research. 

Darcie noticed Wenham shooting a look at her way, and her heart sank. She 
quickly explained, “Didn’t you flip the list over, Stella? I also wrote down 
places like Dragon Lagoon and Emperor Suite.” 

Stella continued to act ignorant. She smiled and said, “Well, I think they’re 
about the same. They’re all good hotels.” 

Darcie did not know what to say. 

“I was wondering why the Sauns would hold this banquet here. Turns out it 
was your suggestion, Stella?” Olivia spoke up. 
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Danny observed Stella and noticed this was the first time since he rose to his 
current position that someone had taken the lead in a conversation in their 
language with him. He found it rather intriguing. 

“You make a valid point,” he remarked. “Did you ask me to speak 
Hustuabourgian because you’re not proficient in Yostrainian?” 

Others turned their attention to Stella upon hearing that. 



Being bad at Yostrainian was not a big deal, but the fact that she asked 
Danny made it seem like she was ignorant. With Jaylene, who was fluent in 
Yostrainian, standing nearby, it inevitably made people think less of Stella. 
They realized that they not only had different upbringings but also varying 
education levels and views as well. 

Wenham was about to speak up for his daughter, but Stella admitted, “My 
speaking is average, but I have no problem understanding you.” 

People learn language when they can practice it in an environment where it is 
often used. Stella had long set Yostrainian aside after she passed it in sixth 
grade. 

However, she often tuned into Keegan’s phone calls when he communicated 
with overseas clients in Yostrainian. Her spoken language was only passable 
due to this. She could manage basic communication but was bound to 
stumble when it came to complex conversations. 

Moreover, Keegan had briefed Stella on Danny last night. He mentioned that 
Danny appreciated straightforward people. Hence, Stella found it appropriate 
to just ask him if he spoke Hustuabourgian instead of pretending she knew the 
language well. After all, it was something that would be revealed sooner or 
later. It would be embarrassing if she was exposed. 

Just as Stella finished speaking, Darcie explained, “Unlike Jaylene, who spent 
a few years studying abroad, Stella did not get to grow up in a Yostrainian-
speaking environment. It’s rather impressive that she can understand it even a 
little, considering that the quality of education in Hustuabourg is limited.” 

Stella paused and looked at her stepmother. While it seemed like Darcie was 
defending her with that statement, upon closer examination, it subtly 
highlighted the difference between her and Jaylene. 

Stella smiled and said, “Darcie, perhaps you’ve been abroad too long. Your 
impressions of Hustuabourg seem to be outdated. Conditions have improved 
now, and parents pay great attention to cultivating their children’s second 
language. Try stopping any primary school student off the street and ask them 
for directions in Yostrainian; they’ll help you find your way. Just because I 
haven’t put much effort into learning the language, which doesn’t mean the 
quality of education in Hustuabourg is low.” 



Darcie froze upon hearing that. She chuckled and said,” Indeed, this country 
has changed so much over these years.” 

Danny was more interested in Stella’s candor. Although his girlfriend was from 
Hustuabourg, he did not have a particularly good impression of the people. 
This was because he had encountered a Hustuabourgian business partner 
who caused him a lot of trouble during his early entrepreneurial days. 

Danny met the person at university. They started their business together, but 
luck was not on their side. Their products did not sell well, and they had 
difficulty finding investors. They lived frugally, scrimping and saving every 
penny to invest in their business. They practically stayed in their office during 
the most difficult times, sharing a single loaf of bread with each other. Despite 
their circumstances, neither of them spoke of giving up. 

The business started to show signs of improvement after two years. Just as 
Danny thought their hard work was finally paying off, his partner took their 
profit and defected to a large enterprise at the time. 
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Danny tried to confront his business partner at the time, only to be swiftly 
shown the way out. He could not accept the outcome and fell into a 
depressive state. He wasted two years doing nothing at home. Eventually, his 
wife divorced him, taking their daughter with her. Meanwhile, his former 
business partner soared to success on the back of their joint efforts. 

When they crossed paths again at a class reunion, the person not only lacked 
remorse but also taunted him with harsh words. He denied Danny’s 
contribution to their shared success and belittled him to the point of 
worthlessness. 

This incident then ignited his spirit to get himself together. He began to pick up 
the pieces and start anew. The process was tough, but the thought of being 
betrayed and abandoned spurred him on. 

His current girlfriend, whom he met during his second venture, stood by him 
during the most grueling moments. She provided him with much 
encouragement and help. 



However, Danny still held a deep mistrust for Hustuabourgians in terms of 
character due to the actions of his previous business partner. This was also 
why, despite dating his girlfriend for nine years, he had not yet married her. 

Danny did not resent his ex-associate for betraying the business. However, he 
was hurt that he betrayed their friendship and went out of his way to degrade 
him. 

As the saying goes, once bitten, twice shy. After Danny’s business grew, he 
collaborated with all sorts of businessmen, except for Hustuabourgians. 

Nevertheless, Danny’s girlfriend was a Hustuabourgian and well-known in her 
community. Trevor was the one who introduced them. 

Danny had a favorable impression of Wenham and his son, but the lingering 
concern that he would be betrayed still made him hesitant to consider doing 
business with them. In his perception, Hustuabourgians were hypocrites and 
backstabbers. 

Initially, Danny had not planned on attending the banquet. But his professor 
from his university, whom he was close with, suddenly contacted him last 
night. The professor asked him to visit a Hustuabourgian student of theirs 
named Keegan Kane. So, he decided to come. 

Danny found it a pleasure to converse with Keegan and Stella since both of 
them were straightforward individuals. 

He smiled and said to Wenham, “Your daughter is very honest.” 

Wenham looked at Stella with affection in his eyes. “She’s a sensible and 
compliant child. She does things without any hidden motives.” 

Danny sighed. “My daughter is the same. When I asked her if she liked me or 
her mother better, she chose her mother while holding onto the gift I bought 
for her. She’s so brutally 

honest; it breaks my heart.” 

Wenham chuckled, and the two engaged in lively conversation. 

Darcie, keeping an eye on the time, reminded Wenham,” Darling, maybe you 
should lead Mr. Winston to his seat. The dishes might be getting cold.” 



Wenham put their conversation on hold and said, “This way, please, Mr. 
Winston.” 

Olivia had prepared a special table for VIPs and decorated it exquisitely. As 
soon as guests arrived, she warmly welcomed them. 

Danny took his seat. In passing, he commented, ’Mr. Saun, I’m not trying to 
impose, but I think you could’ve rented a bigger venue. It seems like your 
guests could use more space.” 
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Wenham froze upon hearing Danny’s comment, clearly displeased. He 
opened his mouth but struggled to find the right words. 

Darcie then intervened and said, “You might not be aware of this, Mr. 
Winston, but Stella was the one who chose this hotel. We realized that we 
should’ve held the event at a larger venue. But we decided to ask Stella for 
input and consider her wishes. 

“Having grown up in another family, a five-star hotel might already be 
luxurious in Stella’s eyes. Plus, the environment here is satisfactory. Since 
Stella liked the venue, we didn’t question much,” she continued. 

Trevor was grabbing a tissue when he heard Darcie say this. He paused and 
narrowed his eyes subtly. 

Stella lowered her gaze, thinking that Darcie had been planning this all along. 
‘She was the one who provided me with a list of hotels. It’s like she was 
expecting me to choose it.’ 

Darcie’s words implied that Stella was a country bumpkin and did not know 
much about the finer things in life. 

The people at the nearby table had been eavesdropping on the conversation 
from the beginning. Upon hearing this, they immediately huddled together to 
gossip. 

“I was wondering why they held this banquet here. Turns out 

Stella herself chose it. She probably doesn’t even know which hotel in Rivera 
is the best. She likely thinks a five-star is already impressive.” 



“Even the place Jaylene rented for her birthday before is much more lavish 
than this.” 

“Well, she was raised by the Jewells. What did you expect?” 

“But she’s been married into the Kane family for three years. Doesn’t she 
have even a basic level of discernment?” 

“A person’s growth and potential can be shaped by their surroundings. Even 
someone with great potential may struggle to reach their full capabilities if 
raised in an unfavorable environment.” 

Lena could not stand it anymore and indifferently stated,” Unfortunately, some 
people can still be pricks despite being raised in a good family.” 

Everyone at the table went silent. 

Carter cleared his throat and raised his thumb to signal Lena that she was 
incredible. 

Stella regained her composure and said, “Dad, I did not randomly choose this 
hotel. The owner of this hotel is Ms. Olivia Warren, who has helped me a lot 
before. Since I haven’t had the chance to properly repay her, I thought, why 
not let her handle it? I wanted to express my gratitude for her help. Moreover, 
she pays great attention to detail and does things well. 

“I know the hotels Darcie suggested, such as Harmony 

Heights, Elysian Oasis, and Azure Haven, are great. I like them all. I 
understand that Ms. Warren’s hotel might be slightly smaller than others, but it 
feels right. Although the decorations may not be as grand as what you are 
used to, I find comfort in knowing that my friend had put much thought into it. 

“Trevor often said that it’s important to repay people’s kindness. I didn’t have 
the means to do so in the past. But now that I’m part of the Saun family, I 
have the resources to help my friends with their businesses. I want to show 
them how much I care. Dad, you aren’t upset that I chose this place, are you?” 

Wenham was quite interested in listening to his daughter speak at first. 
However, as he listened, his expression grew increasingly somber. None of 
the hotels she mentioned were considered the best in Rivera. Some of them 
were even inferior to Regal Banquets. They were actually on the list of venues 



Darcie put together, which showed that she had not put much effort into her 
research. 

Darcie noticed Wenham shooting a look at her way, and her heart sank. She 
quickly explained, “Didn’t you flip the list over, Stella? I also wrote down 
places like Dragon Lagoon and Emperor Suite.” 

Stella continued to act ignorant. She smiled and said, “Well, I think they’re 
about the same. They’re all good hotels.” 

Darcie did not know what to say. 

“I was wondering why the Sauns would hold this banquet here. Turns out it 
was your suggestion, Stella?” Olivia spoke up. 

Read Mr. Kane Got Blacklisted Chapter 1444 [Eleven 

Jewell] 

Mr. Kane Got Blacklisted Chapter 1444 [Eleven Jewell] 

Danny tried to confront his business partner at the time, only to be swiftly 
shown the way out. He could not accept the outcome and fell into a 
depressive state. He wasted two years doing nothing at home. Eventually, his 
wife divorced him, taking their daughter with her. Meanwhile, his former 
business partner soared to success on the back of their joint efforts. 

When they crossed paths again at a class reunion, the person not only lacked 
remorse but also taunted him with harsh words. He denied Danny’s 
contribution to their shared success and belittled him to the point of 
worthlessness. 

This incident then ignited his spirit to get himself together. He began to pick up 
the pieces and start anew. The process was tough, but the thought of being 
betrayed and abandoned spurred him on. 

His current girlfriend, whom he met during his second venture, stood by him 
during the most grueling moments. She provided him with much 
encouragement and help. 

However, Danny still held a deep mistrust for Hustuabourgians in terms of 
character due to the actions of his previous business partner. This was also 
why, despite dating his girlfriend for nine years, he had not yet married her. 



Danny did not resent his ex-associate for betraying the business. However, he 
was hurt that he betrayed their friendship and went out of his way to degrade 
him. 

As the saying goes, once bitten, twice shy. After Danny’s business grew, he 
collaborated with all sorts of businessmen, except for Hustuabourgians. 

Nevertheless, Danny’s girlfriend was a Hustuabourgian and well-known in her 
community. Trevor was the one who introduced them. 

Danny had a favorable impression of Wenham and his son, but the lingering 
concern that he would be betrayed still made him hesitant to consider doing 
business with them. In his perception, Hustuabourgians were hypocrites and 
backstabbers. 

Initially, Danny had not planned on attending the banquet. But his professor 
from his university, whom he was close with, suddenly contacted him last 
night. The professor asked him to visit a Hustuabourgian student of theirs 
named Keegan Kane. So, he decided to come. 

Danny found it a pleasure to converse with Keegan and Stella since both of 
them were straightforward individuals. 

He smiled and said to Wenham, “Your daughter is very honest.” 

Wenham looked at Stella with affection in his eyes. “She’s a sensible and 
compliant child. She does things without any hidden motives.” 

Danny sighed. “My daughter is the same. When I asked her if she liked me or 
her mother better, she chose her mother while holding onto the gift I bought 
for her. She’s so brutally 

honest; it breaks my heart.” 

Wenham chuckled, and the two engaged in lively conversation. 

Darcie, keeping an eye on the time, reminded Wenham,” Darling, maybe you 
should lead Mr. Winston to his seat. The dishes might be getting cold.” 

Wenham put their conversation on hold and said, “This way, please, Mr. 
Winston.” 



Olivia had prepared a special table for VIPs and decorated it exquisitely. As 
soon as guests arrived, she warmly welcomed them. 

Danny took his seat. In passing, he commented, ’Mr. Saun, I’m not trying to 
impose, but I think you could’ve rented a bigger venue. It seems like your 
guests could use more space.” 

Mr. Kane Got Blacklisted Chapter 1445 [Eleven Jewell] 

Wenham froze upon hearing Danny’s comment, clearly displeased. He 
opened his mouth but struggled to find the right words. 

Darcie then intervened and said, “You might not be aware of this, Mr. 
Winston, but Stella was the one who chose this hotel. We realized that we 
should’ve held the event at a larger venue. But we decided to ask Stella for 
input and consider her wishes. 

“Having grown up in another family, a five-star hotel might already be 
luxurious in Stella’s eyes. Plus, the environment here is satisfactory. Since 
Stella liked the venue, we didn’t question much,” she continued. 

Trevor was grabbing a tissue when he heard Darcie say this. He paused and 
narrowed his eyes subtly. 

Stella lowered her gaze, thinking that Darcie had been planning this all along. 
‘She was the one who provided me with a list of hotels. It’s like she was 
expecting me to choose it.’ 

Darcie’s words implied that Stella was a country bumpkin and did not know 
much about the finer things in life. 

The people at the nearby table had been eavesdropping on the conversation 
from the beginning. Upon hearing this, they immediately huddled together to 
gossip. 

“I was wondering why they held this banquet here. Turns out 

Stella herself chose it. She probably doesn’t even know which hotel in Rivera 
is the best. She likely thinks a five-star is already impressive.” 

“Even the place Jaylene rented for her birthday before is much more lavish 
than this.” 



“Well, she was raised by the Jewells. What did you expect?” 

“But she’s been married into the Kane family for three years. Doesn’t she 
have even a basic level of discernment?” 

“A person’s growth and potential can be shaped by their surroundings. Even 
someone with great potential may struggle to reach their full capabilities if 
raised in an unfavorable environment.” 

Lena could not stand it anymore and indifferently stated,” Unfortunately, some 
people can still be pricks despite being raised in a good family.” 

Everyone at the table went silent. 

Carter cleared his throat and raised his thumb to signal Lena that she was 
incredible. 

Stella regained her composure and said, “Dad, I did not randomly choose this 
hotel. The owner of this hotel is Ms. Olivia Warren, who has helped me a lot 
before. Since I haven’t had the chance to properly repay her, I thought, why 
not let her handle it? I wanted to express my gratitude for her help. Moreover, 
she pays great attention to detail and does things well. 

“I know the hotels Darcie suggested, such as Harmony 

Heights, Elysian Oasis, and Azure Haven, are great. I like them all. I 
understand that Ms. Warren’s hotel might be slightly smaller than others, but it 
feels right. Although the decorations may not be as grand as what you are 
used to, I find comfort in knowing that my friend had put much thought into it. 

“Trevor often said that it’s important to repay people’s kindness. I didn’t have 
the means to do so in the past. But now that I’m part of the Saun family, I 
have the resources to help my friends with their businesses. I want to show 
them how much I care. Dad, you aren’t upset that I chose this place, are you?” 

Wenham was quite interested in listening to his daughter speak at first. 
However, as he listened, his expression grew increasingly somber. None of 
the hotels she mentioned were considered the best in Rivera. Some of them 
were even inferior to Regal Banquets. They were actually on the list of venues 
Darcie put together, which showed that she had not put much effort into her 
research. 



Darcie noticed Wenham shooting a look at her way, and her heart sank. She 
quickly explained, “Didn’t you flip the list over, Stella? I also wrote down 
places like Dragon Lagoon and Emperor Suite.” 

Stella continued to act ignorant. She smiled and said, “Well, I think they’re 
about the same. They’re all good hotels.” 

Darcie did not know what to say. 

“I was wondering why the Sauns would hold this banquet here. Turns out it 
was your suggestion, Stella?” Olivia spoke up. 
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Wenham froze upon hearing Danny’s comment, clearly displeased. He 
opened his mouth but struggled to find the right words. 

Darcie then intervened and said, “You might not be aware of this, Mr. 
Winston, but Stella was the one who chose this hotel. We realized that we 
should’ve held the event at a larger venue. But we decided to ask Stella for 
input and consider her wishes. 

“Having grown up in another family, a five-star hotel might already be 
luxurious in Stella’s eyes. Plus, the environment here is satisfactory. Since 
Stella liked the venue, we didn’t question much,” she continued. 

Trevor was grabbing a tissue when he heard Darcie say this. He paused and 
narrowed his eyes subtly. 

Stella lowered her gaze, thinking that Darcie had been planning this all along. 
‘She was the one who provided me with a list of hotels. It’s like she was 
expecting me to choose it.’ 

Darcie’s words implied that Stella was a country bumpkin and did not know 
much about the finer things in life. 

The people at the nearby table had been eavesdropping on the conversation 
from the beginning. Upon hearing this, they immediately huddled together to 
gossip. 



“I was wondering why they held this banquet here. Turns out 

Stella herself chose it. She probably doesn’t even know which hotel in Rivera 
is the best. She likely thinks a five-star is already impressive.” 

“Even the place Jaylene rented for her birthday before is much more lavish 
than this.” 

“Well, she was raised by the Jewells. What did you expect?” 

“But she’s been married into the Kane family for three years. Doesn’t she 
have even a basic level of discernment?” 

“A person’s growth and potential can be shaped by their surroundings. Even 
someone with great potential may struggle to reach their full capabilities if 
raised in an unfavorable environment.” 

Lena could not stand it anymore and indifferently stated,” Unfortunately, some 
people can still be pricks despite being raised in a good family.” 

Everyone at the table went silent. 

Carter cleared his throat and raised his thumb to signal Lena that she was 
incredible. 

Stella regained her composure and said, “Dad, I did not randomly choose this 
hotel. The owner of this hotel is Ms. Olivia Warren, who has helped me a lot 
before. Since I haven’t had the chance to properly repay her, I thought, why 
not let her handle it? I wanted to express my gratitude for her help. Moreover, 
she pays great attention to detail and does things well. 

“I know the hotels Darcie suggested, such as Harmony 

Heights, Elysian Oasis, and Azure Haven, are great. I like them all. I 
understand that Ms. Warren’s hotel might be slightly smaller than others, but it 
feels right. Although the decorations may not be as grand as what you are 
used to, I find comfort in knowing that my friend had put much thought into it. 

“Trevor often said that it’s important to repay people’s kindness. I didn’t have 
the means to do so in the past. But now that I’m part of the Saun family, I 
have the resources to help my friends with their businesses. I want to show 
them how much I care. Dad, you aren’t upset that I chose this place, are you?” 



Wenham was quite interested in listening to his daughter speak at first. 
However, as he listened, his expression grew increasingly somber. None of 
the hotels she mentioned were considered the best in Rivera. Some of them 
were even inferior to Regal Banquets. They were actually on the list of venues 
Darcie put together, which showed that she had not put much effort into her 
research. 

Darcie noticed Wenham shooting a look at her way, and her heart sank. She 
quickly explained, “Didn’t you flip the list over, Stella? I also wrote down 
places like Dragon Lagoon and Emperor Suite.” 

Stella continued to act ignorant. She smiled and said, “Well, I think they’re 
about the same. They’re all good hotels.” 

Darcie did not know what to say. 

“I was wondering why the Sauns would hold this banquet here. Turns out it 
was your suggestion, Stella?” Olivia spoke up. 

 


