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Caline had specialized laboratories and different rooms for storing various
scents. When Stella was there, she got to smell fragrances she had never
encountered before. It was a delightful experience for her.

Darcie was very gracious and decided to accompany Wenham in giving Stella
a

comprehensive tour. She held a high position in the company, and everyone
treated her with the utmost regard. Amidst the respect, there seemed to be a
hint of awe.

Stella did not have enough time to observe the situation to be entirely certain,
but she realized something strange-the headquarters surprisingly did not have
any employees with more than twenty years of service.

Wenham mentioned that Caline’s predecessor was called Enchanted and was

established twenty-eight years ago. At the time, they recruited girls around 18
or

19 years old to work in the store. ‘Based on their age, they wouldn’t be retiring
yet, right?” Moreover, when the classic fragrances were first introduced,
Enchanted had already made a name for itself. The initial employees held
company shares, but strangely, none of them stayed until the end.

“What’s wrong?” Wenham quickly asked when he noticed that Stella was lost
in



thought. “Are you tired?”

Stella snapped out of her trance and shook her head. “I'm just a little
surprised.

The employees in the company are all so young.”

Darcie stopped and said, “In recent years, the company has introduced a lot
of

new advanced equipment, making operations more automated. Older
employees had difficulty operating them, so we hired young people since it’s
easier for them to catch up. The senior employees have been reassigned to
relatively lighter duties in subsidiary branches. r»

‘| see.” Stella did not bring up the topic again, but she could not shake the
feeling that something was off. She had visited the equipment room, and the
machinery was not particularly difficult to handle.

After returning from Caline, Stella made sure to jot down everything she had
seen and the questions she had.

She called Aldor and asked if he could help her look into something.

Aldor chuckled upon hearing her request. “Of course, but you’ll have to wait a

little longer. Maybe I'll be able to help you after the election. Mr. Kane has a
lot

on his plate right now, and | need to assist him in his tasks.”
“That’s fine. You can focus on your job. I'm not in a rush.” Stella paused for a
moment and asked in a low voice, “Is Keegan not done with his work yet?”

“The election is tomorrow. Mr. Kane still has some matters to attend to,” Aldor



paused. “Would you like me to pass the phone to him?”

“‘No. I'm scared | wouldn’t want to hang up if | heard his voice over the phone.
I

don’t want to take up his time. Just let him know that I'll pick him up after the
election. I'll be there whether he wins or not.”

Aldor smiled. “Alright, I'll be sure to convey that.”

Vinci Rivera’s chairman election was held on the day before New Year’s.
Keegan woke up early, and as soon as he came downstairs, the housekeeper

brought him a neatly pressed suit. “Sir, Mrs. Kane delivered this last night.
She

wants you to wear it today.”

Keegan looked at the white suit with a black shirt that the housekeeper was
holding. He was slightly puzzled. He was not particularly fond of light-colored
suits. There was only one white suit in his wardrobe, which Stella had bought,
and he had not worn it many times.

‘It seems that she really likes seeing me in white,” Keegan smirked slightly. He
took the suit and went upstairs to get changed. He headed to Vinci Rivera
following that.

As soon as Keegan arrived at the company, he spotted a familiar figure not far

from the entrance. He smiled and said to Aldor, “I'll get off here. Find a
parking

spot and meet me upstairs in a moment.”

Aldor nodded in response.



On that chilly winter morning at 7:30 a.m., the streets bustled with vehicles,
yet

few pedestrians were in sight. The leaves were twirling in the air, as the brisk
wind whistled.

Stella was wearing a beige-colored coat with a thick scarf wrapped around her
neck. She smiled and waved at Keegan from a distance.

Keegan’s breath formed a white mist in the cold air. He quickened his pace
when he saw Stella.

Stella, too, happily hurried toward him. However, her expression abruptly
changed from joy to alarm. “Watch out!” she shouted in terror.

Keegan did not have time to process her warning when he felt a heavy blow to
the back of his head.
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There was no one else on the empty street, so neither of them noticed it when
the heavily dressed man approached Keegan from another direction.

It was not until he got closer and suddenly pulled out a baseball bat from his
jacket that Stella screamed at Keegan to alert him.

However, it was already too late. The man forcefully swung the bat at the back
of Keegan'’s head.

Stella’s pupils contracted, as she dropped the thermos in her hands. She
screamed for help and rushed toward Keegan.

Keegan felt a sharp pain in his head. He staggered and narrowly avoided the



second hit. He somehow managed to kick the attacker’s knee, causing him to
groan and kneel on the ground.

Keegan’s vision was going dark, but he used all his remaining strength to twist
the attacker’s arm behind his back and remove the mask from his face.

As soon as he saw the man’s face, a van came out of nowhere and sped
toward

Stella.

Keegan was shocked, and his attention immediately shifted to Stella. He
stumbled toward Stella and shouted at her, telling her to run.

However, after just taking a few steps, he was struck from behind again. His
legs went weak, and he fell to the ground.

He felt something warm seeping from his head, and then he heard Stella’s
heartbreaking cries.

He wanted to shout for her to run. But he could not make a sound, as his
vision

gradually turned darker.

The van was just a distraction. Just as it was about to hit Stella, it swerved
and

grazed Stella’s leg, causing her to fall. Then, it was driven toward the man not
far away.
The van’s rear door opened, and someone from inside the van violently pulled

Keegan inside. Just as the door was about to close, a hand suddenly clung to
it.

The man in the backseat was shocked. Then, Stella sprayed something in his



eyes, instantly burning and blinding him.

“Fucking bitch!” the man cursed.

While the man was rubbing his eyes, Stella took the opportunity and secretly
threw her phone under the seat.

The security guard on duty heard the commotion and ran toward them.

The driver of the van urged, “Close the fucking door!

Someone’s coming!”

Stella held onto the door handle even tighter, knowing that someone was
coming to help them. She wanted to do whatever she could to save Keegan.
However, the attackers were ruthless and completely

ignored Stella’s actions. The driver immediately stomped on the gas pedal.

The van suddenly accelerated and dragged Stella forward. She noticed that
she

could not hold on and was about to let go of the door. But the man in the back
seat grabbed her by the collar and violently pulled her into the van.

The man was so rough that he caused Stella to knock her head against the
van.

Before she could react to what was happening, her mouth and nose were
covered by a piece of cloth that had a pungent smell to it. She quickly held her
breath and struggled, but she soon became still.

That man slapped her face, made sure that she had passed out, and threw
her

to the side.



The look on the driver’s face changed. “Are you out of your fucking mind?
Why

did you pull her in?”

The man in the backseat, who wore a baseball cap, looked at him and
retorted,

“She saw my face. Would you prefer to let her go so she can report us to the
police?”

The driver did not argue further with him when he saw that the security guard
was getting closer. At that moment, they quickly fled the scene.

The security guard could not catch up with the van, so he rushed back to their
office to call the police.

However, as soon as he arrived, the security captain stopped him. “The
bosses

are coming soon, and you were supposed to show the drivers where to park
their cars.

Where did you go?”

The security guard panted and replied, “Captain, someone dragged a woman
into a van at the entrance. It looks like a kidnapping. We've got to call the
police.”

He had just gone out when he heard the commotion. He only saw Stella being
dragged into the van, but he did not know that Keegan was there too.
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The captain was taken aback. Then, he immediately stopped the security
guard



when he saw him dialing 911. “What are you doing? It's broad daylight, and
who

would dare to kidnap someone right outside the company? It's probably just a

small fight between a boyfriend and a girlfriend. You must’'ve misunderstood
it.”

“But it didn’t look like that at all, and the surveillance cameras-*
“Stop your nonsense and get back to work. Her parents will call the police if

she’s really been kidnapped. You have no business being so nosy. The
meeting

today is very important, and everyone from the board will be coming today. If

you bring the police here and disrupt the meeting, do you think you can
handle

the consequences?”
The security guard hesitated upon hearing that. The election was a big deal,
and there was nothing he could do to handle the consequences if he made a

mistake. He could only pray that what his captain said was right and that it
was

nothing serious.
Aldor arrived at the office, made sure that all the documents were ready, and
started waiting for Keegan.

However, Keegan was nowhere to be seen even after thirty minutes. So,
Aldor

took out his phone and called Keegan.
However, Keegan’s phone was turned off.

Aldor frowned. Keegan would rarely turn off his phone, especially on such an



important day.

Suddenly, Aldor felt a little restless.

He tried calling Keegan two more times, but it still would not connect. So, he
called Stella instead.

The call was connected, but it was not answered.

‘One is turned off, and the other is did not answer. This couldn’t be just a
coincidence, right?’

Aldor looked at the time and decided not to wait any longer. He rushed out of
the office.

Just when he was about to step into the elevator, his phone rang.

It was a call from the board of directors’ office. Aldor stood outside the
elevator

and answered the call.

“Aldor, the board of directors has added some documents for the meeting.
Come pick them up.”

“Sure, I'll send someone to collect it now.”

The person on the other end said, “Please collect them personally. They’re all
confidential and sealed documents. Each office’s assistants are required to
collect them in person to avoid any unwanted trouble.”

Aldor furrowed his brows, as he looked at the elevator’s door opening. “Okay,
then. I'll be there now,” he said in a deep voice.

After hanging up the phone, Aldor took the elevator upstairs instead of going



down. Meanwhile, he dialed Vermont’s number.

Vermont had just returned from buying breakfast downstairs and was slightly
surprised to see Aldor’s call.

He answered it and said teasingly, “Aldor, are you worried that Keegan might
lose the election, and you’re looking for a new boss?”

However, Aldor did not play along with him like he always would. Instead, he
said in a deep tone, “Mr. Snyder, | can’t contact Mr. Kane.”

Vermont was taken aback. “What do you mean by that?”

Aldor then told him about what happened briefly. “Mr. Kane told me to wait for
him upstairs, but it's been over half an hour now. He didn’t come up and even
his phone was switched off. | tried calling Mrs. Kane, but it wasn’t answered
either. | have something to do right now, and | can’t check on it. Would you
please try calling Mr. Kane? The general meeting will deny all entry fifteen

minutes after its commencement. We can't afford to let anything happen to
Mr.

Kane at this moment.”

Vermont’s expression immediately turned serious. “I'll do that right now. Wait
for

my call.”
“Okay.”

Vermont tried calling Keegan for a few times after hanging up. Then, he
quickly

went home to get his car key after



failing to reach him.

Felicity had just finished brushing her teeth, and she was puzzled when she
saw

Vermont changing hurriedly. “You haven’t had breakfast yet. Are you
leaving?”

she asked.
Vermont buttoned up his heart and said, “Keegan and Stella have gone
missing.”

The captain was taken aback. Then, he immediately stopped the security
guard

when he saw him dialing 911. “What are you doing? It's broad daylight, and
who

would dare to kidnap someone right outside the company? It's probably just a

small fight between a boyfriend and a girlfriend. You must’'ve misunderstood
it.”

“But it didn’t look like that at all, and the surveillance cameras-*
“Stop your nonsense and get back to work. Her parents will call the police if

she’s really been kidnapped. You have no business being so nosy. The
meeting

today is very important, and everyone from the board will be coming today. If

you bring the police here and disrupt the meeting, do you think you can
handle

the consequences?”
The security guard hesitated upon hearing that. The election was a big deal,

and there was nothing he could do to handle the consequences if he made a



mistake. He could only pray that what his captain said was right and that it
was

nothing serious.
Aldor arrived at the office, made sure that all the documents were ready, and
started waiting for Keegan.

However, Keegan was nowhere to be seen even after thirty minutes. So,
Aldor

took out his phone and called Keegan.

However, Keegan’s phone was turned off.

Aldor frowned. Keegan would rarely turn off his phone, especially on such an
important day.

Suddenly, Aldor felt a little restless.

He tried calling Keegan two more times, but it still would not connect. So, he
called Stella instead.

The call was connected, but it was not answered.

‘One is turned off, and the other is did not answer. This couldn’t be just a
coincidence, right?’

Aldor looked at the time and decided not to wait any longer. He rushed out of
the office.

Just when he was about to step into the elevator, his phone rang.

It was a call from the board of directors’ office. Aldor stood outside the
elevator

and answered the call.



“Aldor, the board of directors has added some documents for the meeting.
Come pick them up.”

“Sure, I'll send someone to collect it now.”

The person on the other end said, “Please collect them personally. They’re all
confidential and sealed documents. Each office’s assistants are required to
collect them in person to avoid any unwanted trouble.”

Aldor furrowed his brows, as he looked at the elevator’s door opening. “Okay,
then. I'll be there now,” he said in a deep voice.

After hanging up the phone, Aldor took the elevator upstairs instead of going
down. Meanwhile, he dialed Vermont’s number.

Vermont had just returned from buying breakfast downstairs and was slightly
surprised to see Aldor’s call.

He answered it and said teasingly, “Aldor, are you worried that Keegan might
lose the election, and you're looking for a new boss?”

However, Aldor did not play along with him like he always would. Instead, he
said in a deep tone, “Mr. Snyder, | can’t contact Mr. Kane.”

Vermont was taken aback. “What do you mean by that?”

Aldor then told him about what happened briefly. “Mr. Kane told me to wait for
him upstairs, but it's been over half an hour now. He didn’'t come up and even
his phone was switched off. | tried calling Mrs. Kane, but it wasn’t answered
either. | have something to do right now, and | can’t check on it. Would you

please try calling Mr. Kane? The general meeting will deny all entry fifteen



minutes after its commencement. We can’t afford to let anything happen to
Mr.

Kane at this moment.”

Vermont’s expression immediately turned serious. “I'll do that right now. Wait
for

my call.”
“Okay.”

Vermont tried calling Keegan for a few times after hanging up. Then, he
quickly

went home to get his car key after
failing to reach him.

Felicity had just finished brushing her teeth, and she was puzzled when she
saw

Vermont changing hurriedly. “You haven’t had breakfast yet. Are you
leaving?”

she asked.

Vermont buttoned up his heart and said, “Keegan and Stella have gone
missing.”
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Felicity was taken aback. “Gone missing? Stella just asked me how to make

apple porridge this morning, and she even sent me a picture of it after she
was

done. She told me that she was going to bring it to Keegan.”

Vermont paused. "Try contacting Stella now and see if you can reach her.”



Felicity immediately tried contacting Stella through both calling and
messaging.

The call was connected, but no one answered. And her messages were left
unread.

Now, the both of them grew anxious.

They would not be anxious like this if this was some other day.

However, today was the chairman’s election meeting of Vinci Rivera, so both
of

them going missing at a time like this made them overthink.

Vermont immediately suspected that Chandler might be the person behind
this.

Chandler and Keegan were equally capable in the company, and both of them

had a significant chance of winning the election. A few years ago, Chandler
was

more influential and powerful than Keegan, but things had changed.

Although the Saun family seemed as though they did not care about the
election

even after Stella’s return to the

family, they were secretly doing a lot of things to support Keegan.

Anyone with a clear mind could see who the better chairman would be. No
matter how hard Chandler tried to maintain his relationship with other

shareholders, they were still more concerned about their personal interests.
So,

even before the meeting started, many of them had already switched sides.

If Keegan did not arrive at the meeting in time and it was canceled, his



reputation would definitely take a hit. Then, Chandler would probably initiate
an

iImpeachment protocol along with other shareholders, causing the next
election

to be delayed indefinitely.
The longer it dragged on, the harder it would be for Keegan to get rid of
Chandler.

Keegan had prepared for this battle for so long, yet he went missing on the
most

important day. Vermont could not convince himself that it had nothing to do
with

Chandler.

Vermont and Felicity acted separately, with one going to Vinci Rivera to check
on things, while the other contacted Stella’s friends and family to check if
anyone knew where she went.

Aldor was asked to go upstairs, but the person who was supposed to give him
the documents was nowhere to be seen.

Aldor was not the only one coming to collect the documents, so he figured that
it

would be inappropriate for
him to rush that person. He stared at his watch anxiously, hoping to hear from
Keegan soon.

When he finally got the documents, there were only about ten minutes until
the

meeting started.



Vermont was squatting down outside of Vinci Rivera’s office. He could see
some

bloodstains on the ground and some of them were not dried yet. And he saw
some apple porridge spilled on the ground. He could not find the thermos
anywhere and thought that the janitor had probably taken it away.

He thought about the apple porridge that Felicity had mentioned earlier and
said

in a hoarse voice, “Aldor, something bad has most probably happened to
them.”

Aldor’s expression changed.
Someone urged Aldor to go upstairs and prepare for the meeting, as it was
going to start soon.

Aldor wiped his sweat away and tried to calm himself down. “Mr. Snyder,
please

call the police to find them. I'll take care of the meeting and tell Mrs. Kane Sr.
about this.”

“Sure.”

Stella had inhaled some hallucinogenic substance, but she did not lose

consciousness because she had held her breath. However, her limbs felt
weak,

and she did not dare to move or open her eyes.
The sight of Keegan covered in blood was still vivid in her mind. She had no

idea how bad his injuries were. He was right beside her, but she could not
even

bring herself to look at him.



She was terrified, but she tried her best to keep her emotions in check and
remain calm.
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Stella recognized the kidnapper that Keegan had unmasked earlier. It was the
same person who attacked Marshall previously.

‘Is he here to take his revenge on me?

‘No, that can’t be right. He was going after Keegan, and he only pulled me into
the van because | didn'’t let go.

‘Why would he do this to Keegan? Could it be that it’s related to today’s
meeting?’

Stella’s mind was a mess, and she was overwhelmed by her own
assumptions.

However, she knew that it was not the time to find out the kidnapper’s motive.
Instead, she needed to find a way to save Keegan and herself.

The kidnapper had searched both of them thoroughly and took away their
phone

and other electronic devices. The phone that Stella had secretly thrown under
the seat was the only thing they did not take, which offered Stella a glimmer of
hope.

Her phone was on silent, and she needed to send out a message before the
kidnappers found it.

As she thought about it, she heard the driver answering a



call. She could not hear what the caller said, but the driver replied, “Don’t
worry,

he’s not going anywhere.”
Stella’s heart sank. It turned out that Marshall’s assailant was not the
mastermind, and there were others behind it.

The driver was very cautious during the entire call. He did not reveal any
name

or details about the caller and quickly hung up after the call.

Stella did not get any other useful information, so when the kidnappers were
talking to each other, she opened her eyes by a tiny gap to glance around.
Keegan was thrown in the back row and lying horizontally with his hands tied

behind his back. She could not see his face from her position. Instead, the
only

thing she could see were the bloodstains on his white suit.

Stella’s heart broke. However, she suppressed her emotions and continued to
look around. Then, she noticed that the phone she had thrown into the van
earlier was right under the seat of the kidnapper on the left.

In truth, it was a very noticeable spot. But none of the kidnappers had
expected

her to throw the phone under the seat, so none of them checked.

Stella could not make any big movements, as both of her hands and legs
were

tied. So, she had to wait for the right time.

After some time, the driver stopped the car. Based on what Stella heard from



their conversation, she knew that they were going to buy some food and
water.

The two kidnappers in the back got out, leaving the driver waiting in the car
alone.

The driver took out a cigarette. Then, he began searching for a lighter but
could

not find one anywhere. He glanced at the people behind, made sure that they
were still unconscious, and stepped out of the van.

When Stella did not hear any sound in the van, she quickly opened her eyes.
She moved toward the door and attempted to open it.

However, when she realized that it was locked, she knew that there was no
chance for her to call others for help. They were in the middle of nowhere, and
she could barely see any houses nearby, let alone people.

She turned around and managed to retrieve her phone after a few attempts.
She could not even unlock her phone due to how scared she was. When she
finally managed to do so, she opened a random chat, shared her live location,
and dialed 911.

Her tears almost fell out the moment when the call was connected. She
quickly

told the police about what was happening, kept her phone connected, and hid
it

In @ more concealed spot.

The kidnappers had yet to return, so Stella crept back to the rear. She knelt
on



the ground and called out to Keegan with a trembling voice. “Keegan, Babe,
wake up. You're scaring me.”

Her voice shook, and when she looked at Keegan’s pale face and bloody
head,

her heart wrenched.

Keegan’s eyelids twitched as if he had heard Stella’s voice. Then, he opened
his

eyes and said in a hoarse voice,” Stella...”

Stella’s heart trembled, and she almost burst out crying.

“‘Everything’s going to be okay.” She gently rubbed her face against Keegan’s
cheek and tried her best to keep herself

calm. “Don’t be scared... I've already called the police.

They’ll get us out of here soon. Don’t worry... we'll be fine...” she comforted

Keegan,



