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Leighton: [Fool! Keegan is the one who should be calling you that!] Trevor:
[I’m going to talk to that scum now. @Dad, say something!] Five minutes
passed.

Wenham: [Could you all type a bit slower?] Another five minutes later.
Wenham: [When did you become pregnant?!] Trevor was speechless.

Trevor: [How about we have a video call instead?] So, everyone initiated a
group video call.

The once agitated group turned concerned.

Trevor was the first to speak. “Stella, when did you find out? Have you been to
the hospital for a checkup? Is the baby okay?” Wenham followed, “Stella,
having a baby is a big deal.

Why are we only hearing about this now? You’ve seemed thinner lately. Is
morning sickness affecting your appetite?”

Trevor added, “Maybe that scumbag upset her too much!
The baby will have our family’s last name. Keegan won'’t have a say!”

Leighton chimed in, “Stella, you were in ice water for a while before. Will it
affect the baby?” Katherine said, “Stella, come back to Royalburgh. | have
friends in maternal and child health care here. Your grandparents miss you a
lot. Why not come back to live here? You can return after you’ve recovered
from giving birth.” Daryl chimed in, “I'll adjust my schedule and fly a plane to
you now. We'll be back here before you know it.”

It was finally Noah’s turn to speak, “Stella, I'm on winter break. I'll fly to see
you and the baby! | also plan to visit Nicole.” Leighton scolded him, “Brat,
when did you start contacting that woman again?



She might try to sell you to a human trafficker!” Noah retorted, “Nicole said
she’d only do that to you. She told me a kid like me won’t fetch much, but a
good- looking and clueless guy like you will.” “Fuck!” Leighton cursed.

“What did you just say?” His parents reacted “What did you just say?” His
parents reacted immediately. Leighton then muted his microphone and exited
the group video call.

After that, everyone turned their attention back to Stella.

Stella explained, “I just found out about this, and | hadn’t planned to share it
yet.

The doctor mentioned risks for the Stella explained, “I just found out about
this, and | hadn’t planned to share it yet.

The doctor mentioned risks for the baby, sol want to keep it quiet. But | felt |
should let you guys know.” She then outlined her plans.

When Wenham heard she planned to stay at Keegan’s house, he expressed
concern, “He can’t even walk properly. Who'll take care of you there? Come
home, let Sandra look after you. She’s got nursing experience and knows
what to do in emergencies.” Initially siding with Wenham, Trevor changed his
stance, “l think it's fine for you to stay with Keegan.” Wenham was irritated,
“Whose side are you on, stupid kid?”

Stella looked down, “Dad, Trevor’s right. | don’t want others in the house to
know about my pregnancy.” Her intention was clear; she didn’t want Darcie
and Jaylene to find out.

Wenham hesitated, considering Jaylene’s recent Wenham hesitated,
considering Jaylene’s recent closeness to Keegan. He suspected that was
why Stella made that decision.

After a pause, he said, “If Jaylene knows about your baby, she might react
negatively.” Stella looked away, “And if she doesn’t?” Wenham was taken
aback.

This was something he hadn’t thought about before. ‘Is it possible that
Jaylene wouldn’t give up despite knowing about their child?’ he pondered
silently.



In fact, Stella did not want to speak ill of Jaylene in front of Wenham because,
up to now, Jaylene had not done anything out of line.

Jaylene had saved Keegan. Although Keegan relied on her, it was his own
choice. Besides, the news of her saving Keegan'’s life had spread like wildfire
among the people they knew.

If Jaylene did not actively cause trouble, Stella would appear to be ungrateful
for sabotaging her relationship with Keegan. It would bring embarrassment to
both the Saun and Kane families. * Wenham had raised Jaylene for over two
decades. Despite the recent unpleasantness, he couldn’t see her as
inherently malicious due to their deep emotional bond.

However, Stella’s perspective was different. After enduring the kidnapping,
she was committed to considering worst- case scenarios to protect her
family’s safety.

After giving it some thought, she found a suitable excuse. ” Dad, maybe my
abduction and Mom’s tragic death during childbirth weren’t just accidents. The
truth hasn’t surfaced until now. I’'m really worried | might meet the same fate
as Mom...”
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Wenham'’s expression soured abruptly as he spoke with a trembling voice,”
Never. | won’t allow such a thing to happen again!”

A heavy silence fell over everyone. Freesia’s death had left an indelible mark
on both families, and it remained a haunting memory for everyone on the call.

Daryl intervened, “Let’s respect Stella’s wishes. In any case, it doesn’t involve
Darcie and Jaylene.”

Daryl’'s words were direct. Wenham appeared to want to respond, but he
remained silent.

Then, Daryl asked Leighton, who had just rejoined the call, to support Stella
whenever possible.

Stella found it amusing.



Then, she thought to herself. ‘Leighton is a superstar now. I'm worried his fans
might track me down and confront me if they find out he has run errands for
me.’ Later that day, Trevor hurried back home and stayed there.

As bedtime approached, he knocked on Stella’s door.

She was packing, though there wasn’t much to pack. Despite moving back to
the Saun residence, most of her belongings remained at Clouditude
International.

Trevor handed her the neatly arranged clothes on the bed and asked,” Have
you decided?”

Stella took them and replied, “Yeah.”

Trevor let out a sigh. “With Keegan’s current state and everything happening
in his family, I’'m really concerned that...” “Trevor,” Stella interrupted, closing
her bag and sitting beside him. “That’s precisely why | want to stay there. |
can’t leave him alone. It's the only way | can be with him now that he doesn’t
remember me.”

Understanding how much Keegan meant to Stella, Trevor grumbled softly to
himself before dropping the topic. Instead, he inquired about Stella’s work.

The movie she’d signed for, The Enclosure, had its shooting schedule pushed
to next year due to various issues. But with Stella being pregnant, her family
worried about her health. Hence, Trevor suggested postponing filming until
after she gave birth.

Stella shook her head. “Trevor, we’ve already arranged venue rentals, and
everyone adjusted their schedules. | wouldn'’t feel right if everyone’s plans
changed because of me.” “But don’t you really like this script?” Trevor asked.

Stella chuckled. “There will be other great scripts. It's okay to pass on this
one.”

Trevor then offered, ‘TH talk to the director and production team to find a
replacement for you.” “Tell the director to consider Nicole for the role.” Stella
believed that if anyone her age could portray the role effectively, it was Nicole.



Even though Stella wouldn’t be involved in the production anymore, Trevor
had invested significantly in the movie to potentially earn her an award. She
still hoped for the movie’s success.

Considering Nicole’s influence in the industry, it seemed like a worthwhile
attempt.

Trevor agreed and added, “I'm leaving the day after tomorrow. I'll probably
return on New Year’s Eve. When I'm away, call Leighton if you need anything.

Despite his temper and straightforwardness, he’s quite capable.”

Stella recalled the last time Trevor planned to travel abroad when she and
Keegan were kidnapped. He had stayed in Rivera to assist her in searching
for Keegan and dealing with Chandler.

Reflecting on that, Stella asked softly, “Trevor, are you going to address the
same matter as before?”

Trevor nodded.

With New Year’s Eve just a week away, Stella pondered what could be so
urgent that it required immediate attention.

Stella noticed Trevor’s furrowed brows and suddenly asked, “Any progress on
the investigation into why | was abducted?”

Trevor paused, meeting Stella’s gaze, and gave a slight nod.

Understanding the urgency behind his departure, Stella thought, ‘Seems like
this lead is crucial.” “Trevor, when'’s your flight? I'll see you off,” Stella offered.

Trevor declined, shaking his head. “It's okay. I've told everyone it's a business
trip. It'll draw unwanted attention if you come.” ‘Whose attention?’ Stella
wondered, feeling perplexed.
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Stella pondered, ‘Who could Trevor be referring to?’ Although she had a
vague idea of the person Trevor hinted at, as he hadn’t specified, she
refrained from probing further.



After discussing work matters, Trevor glanced at her belly and inquired with a
smile, “Have you chosen a name for the baby?”

Returning the smile, Stella replied, “Not yet. Any suggestions?” “Let me think.
It should be something meaningful.” An idea struck Trevor.” You're fond of
mangoes, right? Let’s nickname the baby ‘Little Mango."”

Stella was left speechless.

‘Hmm. So much of a meaningful one.” “As for the full name, I'll debate it with
Keegan once he regains his memory. Though | might have a slight edge in the
debate,” Trevor joked.

Stella laughed. “If he hears this, he’ll want to challenge you as soon as he
remembers everything.” Trevor laughed too. “I'll be waiting.” After helping
Stella pack, Trevor left her room. Walking with Stella to the door, they
encountered Jaylene.

Standing by her own door, Jaylene gazed in Stella’s direction but seemed
focused on Trevor. When Trevor turned to her, she greeted him with a
smile,’Hello, Trevor.”

However, Trevor’'s smile faded, and he responded to Jaylene with a detached
greeting before heading back inside his room.

Jaylene’s expression shifted to sadness. When she glanced at Stella, her
demeanor turned distant and cold. Without saying a word, she retreated into
her room and closed the door.

Stella noticed the change in Trevor’s attitude toward Jaylene. His glance didn'’t
seem as affectionate or protective as before, prompting her to ponder the
situation.

MJaylene has lived with Trevor for twenty years, yet she doesn’t understand
him at all,” Stella pondered silently.

Had it not been for Jaylene overstepping boundaries, Trevor might have been
an affectionate and caring brother, but Stella had become that limit.

The following morning, Stella resumed packing immediately after waking up.



Upon descending the stairs, she encountered Jaylene. She wore the same
dress Stella had selected for her the day before. With her long hair fashioned
into a neat low ponytail secured by a hairpin, and a touch of makeup
enhancing her features, Jaylene exuded elegance as she greeted Stella and
swiftly departed.

Having a light breakfast, Stella returned upstairs. Subsequently, she
messaged Felicity on WhatsApp, [Hey, what are you up to?] Felicity:
[Sharpening my knife.] Stella: [What? Are you cooking?] Felicity: [I’'m going to
slice a cucumber.] Stella was left momentarily speechless.

When she was about to reply, she received a message from Keegan, saying:
[l come later. Something came up.] Since Stella wasn’t in a rush, she replied
simply with an “Okay”.

She resumed chatting with Felicity, but during their conversation, Felicity
inquired: [Stella, did Keegan come to pick you up?] Stella replied: [He
mentioned something came up; he’ll come later.] Felicity prodded further: [Did
you ask him what happened?] Stella was caught off guard. She responded:
[What are you implying?] After a moment, Felicity sent Stella a picture.

Felicity wrote: [l saw this on stinky Cucumber’s account.] Stella opened the
image, and her expression immediately turned grim.



