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“Stella, I'm about to board the plane now. | should arrive around ten tomorrow
morning. I've checked in some luggage, and you'll see the rest when | get
back,”

Trevor’s voice fought against the wind, clearly audible through the phone.

“Alright, have a safe flight. I'll be there to pick you up tomorrow,” Stella
responded warmly.

Trevor hesitated for a moment before calling her name,” Stella...”
“What is it, Trevor?” Stella sensed there was something he wanted to share.

However, after a brief pause, he decided,” Let’s talk about it when I'm there.
It's not the best moment for it over the phone.”

“Okay.”

Stella ended the call and tightened her grip on the steering wheel. She
anticipated that Trevor might have uncovered some details from the past, but
the extent remained unknown.

“Oh my God!” Felicity suddenly exclaimed.
Stella was startled. “What?!”

Felicity hit her forehead and said, “I forgot to block my mom! She just liked my
latest tweet.”

“What did you post that’s so scandalous?”
Felicity looked defeated. “Didn’t you say you wanted to get Keegan drunk?

Since you can’t drink any alcohol right now, Vermont and | were the ones who
had to do it. So, | posted on Twitter about our 100th-day anniversary. We're
planning a banquet, and | asked if anyone wants to join.”



Stella was left dumbfounded for a moment before saying,” Damn.”

Felicity wore a miserable expression as she admitted, “I was thinking of
having more people attend so Keegan wouldn’t get suspicious. | blocked my
colleagues and relatives but forgot to block my mom.”

Stella attempted to process the information, “No, but who throws a party for a
100-day anniversary? Do you think Keegan is a fool?”

“Well, considering his amnesia, he might not be that sharp now,” Felicity
whispered.

Her response rendered Stella speechless.

While discussing the situation, Felicity received a text from Florence: [Whose
party are you helping organize?] Felicity’s face turned dark. [I's my party!]
She replied angrily.

After a short while, Florence sent another message, [Who's the other party?]
Felicity instantly lightened up and responded, [They’re from the Snyder
family.] [Hmm. The spirits tell me they’re rather charming, but | can’t tell if it's a
man or a woman.] It seemed like Florence had long figured out her daughter’s
involvement with Vermont.

Felicity contemplated and asked, [Mom, what do you think of him?] [He’s a
decent person. Ask him how much the dowry should be, and I'll prepare it for
you.] Felicity was aware of her mother’s keen interest in finding a son-in-law.

[Let me observe him a bit more. | might not necessarily engage him.] She
replied.

Florence wholeheartedly agreed with her daughter’s decision and said, [Find
someone extremely fertile.] How am | supposed to know if they’re fertile?!’
thought Felicity.
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Not long after, Stella finally arrived at the Motives for Murder roadshow.
Felicity and Stella sat in the corner of the audience, watching as the host
invited the creative team onto the stage one by one.

Nicole, the other main actors, and the director came on stage first. After a
brief introduction, Leighton made his entrance.

Perhaps due to some prior engagement, he arrived looking slightly
disheveled, but his popularity was undeniable. The moment he stepped on
stage, a wave of excitement swept through the audience, mostly comprised of
his fans.

Stella and Felicity found themselves amidst the cheers, nearly deafened by
the fans’ screams.

Leighton was dressed in a black suit with a white undershirt. He had broad
shoulders and long legs. Standing there, he looked unbelievably handsome.

During promotional roadshows, interviews usually revolved around
moviellrelated topics, followed by some fan interactive segments.

Leighton’s top-tier status as an idol wasn’t just about his looks; it was equally
earned through his demeanor and conduct at these events. Even when fans

hugged him without permission, he never showed annoyance and remained

cooperative throughout.

Stella remembered what Leighton had said during their scene rehearsals.

He mentioned how his fans had crossed thousands of miles just to see him.
He felt it was only fair to greet them with a smile since they were willing to
come for him.

Leighton was undoubtedly an outstanding idol in how he treated his fans, and
it wasn'’t surprising that each of them was devoted to him.

Thinking about this, Leighton happened to glance in Stella’s direction, and she
quickly waved the sign in her hand to show her support. He spotted her
iImmediately and gave her a smile.

Seeing this, the fans in the audience erupted into cheers.

Stella quietly recorded this moment with her phone and sent it to Daryl.



[Uncle Daryl, everyone has their own path in life. Maybe Leighton’s dream
isn’t what you expected, but he’s doing very well. Look at how many people
came for him. They all like him.] As Daryl watched the video, his expression
showed some emotion. He mumbled, “He reminds me of myself when | was
younger.” Katherine looked disdainful. * Don’t flatter yourself. You didn’t look
as handsome as Leighton back then.”

Daryl was taken aback by her words.

Katherine sighed, “But you two do have the same temperament and
stubbornness. After all these years of quarreling, you seem to be losing. He
keeps proving that he didn’t make the wrong choice.”

“That’s because my rigorous teachings caused him to flourish.”
Katherine couldn’t be bothered to argue with him and stayed quiet.

Having gained no fun, Daryl couldn’t resist clicking on the video Stella sent
again and watching it repeatedly.

After the roadshow ended, the main creative team left the stage. There was a
private backstage interview scheduled later, which was more casual and less
publicized.

Stella contacted Estelle and sneaked into the backstage area with Felicity,
posing as the cast’s entourage.

Dressed in casual clothes and bearing a mask, Stella went unnoticed by a few
actors she had worked with before.

Soon, they found Leighton being interviewed alongside Nicole.

Nicole, the youngest recipient of the Best Actress award, always had her
relationship status under the media spotlight. Throughout the years, she
hadn’t openly confirmed any romantic involvements apart from a brief fling
with Vermont that swiftly ended.

Nonetheless, speculations continued, particularly concerning her
collaborations with handsome actors. They were frequently entangled in
dating rumors.

Despite this, Nicole maintained her silence, intensifying public interest.



The journalist conducting this exclusive interview was keen on extracting
information. However, as a seasoned professional in the industry, Nicole
maintained a smile and skillfully avoided giving direct answers.

As the conversation shifted to her relationship status, she playfully redirected
the question toward Leighton. Jokingly, she said, “Maybe it's time we go
public, Leighton.”
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Leighton’s eyelid twitched as he ignored Nicole’s absurd accusations. The
reporter attempted to extract more information from him. However, Leighton
remained tight- lipped, only responding to questions related to the movie. The
journalist had no choice but to steer the conversation back to the film.

After a while, the interview concluded. Leighton walked over to Stella, saying,
“‘Hey, let me head to the restroom, and we can grab a meal together later.”

Felicity seized the opportunity to get an autograph and gave him a thumbs-up.
“You did great, Leighton!”

Leighton chuckled and headed to the restroom. Stella and Felicity sat in the
lounge, waiting for him.

Shortly after, Nicole entered, handing them each an orange. She winked and
said, “We’re at a movie press conference, yet the lead actor is sitting in the
audience?”

Stella chuckled and joked, “That’s because | don’t want to be overshadowed
by your radiance on stage.”

Nicole laughed, “Well, aren’t you sweet? Why did you quit The Enclosure?”

Stella smiled and replied, “I decided to inherit the family business.”



Nicole was stunned to hear that. “| think you should reconsider; the script is
really good,” she sincerely advised her.

At this stage of her career, Nicole had countless opportunities at her
fingertips.

However, Stella required a standout film to elevate her visibility as a rising
newcomer striving to make her mark in the industry.

Stella shook her head and explained, “I can’t shoot for the time being due to
my health. Besides, I've invested money into this. It's only best that you play
the role.”

Surprised, Nicole chuckled, “Ah! Forgive me, sponsor.”
Stella laughed, thinking that Nicole was an interesting person.

After Nicole left, a commotion broke out outside. Felicity and Stella exchanged
glances and got upto investigate.

In the corridor, a well-dressed woman was pulling Nicole’s hair, cursing, “You
shameless slut! How could you seduce your own brother?!”

Nicole’s face turned ugly as she grasped the woman’s wrist, sternly saying,
“You lunatic, let go of me!”

Instead of releasing her grip, the woman raised her handbag and swung it at
Nicole’s head.

“‘How dare you bask in glory on stage, pretending to be a decent person?! Do
your fans know what kind of person you are in private?”

As the woman spoke, she shouted to those around, “Are you aware that this
actress leads a more interesting life offstage than the roles she plays? She
seduced her own brother and is also attracted to women! She even took
indecent photos for fame. She acts all innocent on the surface, but in reality,
she’s just a slut!”

People are drawn to drama, especially when it involves the humiliation of
someone’s dignity. The relatively narrow corridor soon became crowded with
curious onlookers.



They were there for the show. Not a single person stepped forward to
intervene except for Nicole’s assistant.

The woman lost control, repeatedly striking Nicole’s head. As the assistant
tried to help, she was shoved to the ground, narrowly avoiding hitting her head
on the steps.

Stella frowned, ready to step forward and assist, but Felicity quickly stopped
her and said, “Don’t be reckless. Keegan will kill me if something happens to
you!”

Rolling up her sleeves, she added, “I'm going to ensure justice is served.”

Before Felicity could reach the scene, Leighton suddenly stepped forward and
grabbed the woman’s hand.
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“If you're looking for trouble, do it elsewhere. Don’t take up the corridor,”
Leighton declared, releasing his grip.

Following that, the woman found herself sitting on the ground. Looking up, she
found Leighton’s formidable presence and stern countenance daunting, but

her words became even more malicious.

“Are you also this woman’s lapdog?” she sneered. “Do you genuinely believe
she appreciates you just because you've been intimate with her? Let me
assure you, she’s fixated on her brother.

“She avoids kissing men and despises their touch. She just finds you
somewhat attractive and is fooling around with you. When she gets tired of
you, you will be no different than her exes-*

“He’s my boyfriend,” Nicole interrupted coldly.



Her words left everyone shocked. Even the woman was taken aback. She
forced a laugh and said, “Do you think I'd believe that?”

Nicole remained silent. Suddenly, she put her arm around Leighton’s neck
and kissed him.

Leighton stiffened, attempting to push her away. “Please help me. | beg you,”
Nicole pleaded in a hoarse voice, her eyes red.
Leighton clenched his fists but didn’t push Nicole away.

The woman on the ground looked dumbfounded. She shook her head and
muttered, “I-lmpossible! If you weren’t enticing him, why doesn’t he love me?”

At this point, no one cared about the woman’s words. Everyone’s attention
was on Leighton and Nicole.

They could not picture the cold, restrained actor and the passionate, flirtatious
actress in a relationship.

‘What in the world is this?’ Estelle was in disbelief. Nicole’s manager wasn’t
faring any better either.

Fortunately, her assistant quickly called security, and they escorted the crazed
woman out.

Several journalists were still at the scene. Their expressions suggested they
had hit the jackpot and were keen on securing an exclusive interview.

However, Leighton and Nicole’s managers did not give the media the chance
to do so. Instead, they led the actors away from the scene.

Soon, Stella’s phone vibrated. Leighton had sent a text asking her to leave
through the back door.

Stella pulled Felicity away amid the chaos, and the two reached the back
door.

Leighton’s MPV was waiting there. When they got on, they realized it wasn’t
just Leighton and Estelle in the vehicle; Nicole and Lindy were also present.



Stella and Felicity sat quietly in the back, listening intently to their
conversation.

After the car started, Lindy said, “Let’s release a joint statement later, saying it
was a backstage interview game segment.”

Irritated, Estelle said, “Do you think the fans are blind?”
Lindy frowned. “Then what do you suggest we do in this situation?”

Estelle’s face darkened. She seemed unable to come up with a better strategy
either.

Leighton looked at Nicole, who lowered her eyes, her face somewhat pale.
She had a cut on her forehead, and blood was seeping out.

Leighton pursed his lips, reached for a band-aid from the nearby storage
cabinet, and tossed it to Nicole.

Finally regaining her composure, Nicole glanced at the bandaid, then at
Leighton. She hesitated and said, “Leighton, let’s sign an agreement
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The people present shifted their attention to Nicole. She reached for the
band(Jaid, her gaze lowered. “We can be in a fake relationship. You help me
navigate this crisis, and I'll pave the way for you in the industry. Six months
down the line, we can release a statement citing irreconcilable differences and
part ways amicably. What do you think?”

Leighton’s expression darkened momentarily. “What makes you think | need
your help to get into the industry?”

Nicole responded calmly, “Despite your soaring popularity, you’ve only
recently entered the entertainment scene. Those scripts won't fall into your lap



without the right connections. Unless, of course, you're willing to seek
assistance from your father or cousin.”

Nicole knew exactly how to rile up Leighton. His family disapproved of his
chosen career, and he was adamant about making a name for himself without
their support.

Leighton gritted his teeth and retorted, “| am where | am today through my
own efforts!”

Nicole raised her gaze. “So, you should understand better than anyone how
challenging it is to climb to the top without connections. How will you compete
with other actors for roles without a network?”

“I'm still young!” Leighton argued.

“When | won my first acting award, | was no older than you when you stepped
into the industry,” Nicole nonchalantly remarked.

Leighton was at a loss for words.

Nicole was a well-known acting queen in the industry, a typical actress who
thrived on the attention of adoring fans.

While other actors might take time to grasp the emotions and nuances of their
roles, Nicole swiftly immersed herself in the character upon receiving a script.

Her profound understanding of characters and adept portrayal of emotions
always impressed the directors with whom she collaborated.

Leighton was talented but was nothing compared to top-tier actors like Nicole.

Nicole had downplayed her achievement. Leighton knew that her first acting
award came even earlier. When she was fourteen, she starred in a film that
shocked the industry, earning her a direct nomination for Best Supporting
Actress that year.

Due to her age, all she received was recognition after careful consideration
from various parties. But everyone knew that Nicole was indeed the
undisputed queen.



Despite the award system being structured that way, it failed to mask her
exceptional talent. Four years later, she got a Golden Film Award for a film
she starred in that year.

Leighton had some reservations about her personality but genuinely admired
her professional abilities. So, hearing Nicole say this now made him feel a bit
embarrassed.

Estelle, on the other hand, remained composed. “Ms. Aspen, Leighton hasn’t
completely shifted his focus to film and television yet. He's an idol. I'm sure

you know how a public romantic relationship can jeopardize an idol’s future in
the early stages of their career. I'm sorry, but we have to reject this proposal.”

Estelle had been in the industry for years. Regardless of how grand Nicole
painted the picture, it didn’'t sway her. Leighton had a natural talent for acting,
but it was unclear how far he could go.

He was currently securing endorsements and participating in various activities
due to his status as a rising star. As long as Leighton didn’t act carelessly, his
popularity could be sustained for a few more years. However, once a romantic
relationship was made public, his fanbase, which majorly consisted of
females, would drop him.

Most of Leighton’s fans supported him primarily because of his relationship
status, hoping he remained single or romantically available.

Meanwhile, there were also a number of fans who supported him mainly due
to his professional achievements. They invested money to propel his career
and disapproved of any romantic involvement that might distract him from
work.

There is little one can do when fans go wild. An idol’s popularity is built on
their fans’ support, making it vulnerable to their unpredictable reactions.
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