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said, “l do.” “Which one?” Sonia asked.

Trevor then pointed to his bedroom door.

Sonia said, “I'll stay in your room, and you can stay in your sister’'s. How about
that?”

Trevor was somewhat surprised and said, “That’ll work. But | don’t stay here
very often, so there isn't much in there. It might be inconvenient for you.”

Stella said, “It's okay. After Sonia settles down, well have a meal and see
what the room lacks. Then, well head to the mall and buy whatever that’s
missing.”

Jaylene spoke, “Actually, she should just stay with me. | have everything in
my room.”

Sonia politely declined, “Jaylene, | sleepwalk sometimes. It's more convenient
for me to sleep alone.”

Jaylene stopped insisting upon hearing her words. “Okay. Since we’re living
under the same roof, just let me know if you need anything.”

Stella raised an eyebrow as she thought, ‘I thought Sonia was very close with
Jaylene because of how friendly she was earlier. It seems like that might not
be the case.

‘Sonia speaks so politely with Jaylene but rather naturally with Trevor. After
all, why would a girl suggest sleeping in another man’s room?’ After
unpacking, Trevor drove the girls out for a meal.

Perhaps they still were not very familiar with each other, but Sonia did not
speak much. Although she looked very cool, she was very well-behaved and
had great table etiquette.

Stella could not help but feel pity for her when she thought about her losing
her father.



Trevor had mentioned before that Sonia was a genius in blending fragrances
but was somewhat slow in understanding interpersonal relationships. Perhaps
all geniuses would be different from ordinary people in certain aspects.

Her mother was always busy with work, so they spent little time together, and
their relationship was average. However, her relationship with her father was
particularly good.

Her father resigned from the airline industry to become an instructor just to
care for her. When Trevor was getting his pilot’s license, he often saw Sonia
following her father, coming in and out of the training ground. After work, he
would often take her out to meet new people.

Her father’s death was a heavy blow to her, almost severing her connection
with the outside world.

Stella could not help but think of the time when Rainee had just had her
accident. She was only two years younger than Sonia is now. At that time, she
felt utterly isolated and helpless, thinking the whole world was nothing but
darkness. She knew too well the feeling of losing the person she depended on
the most.

Stella kept putting food onto Sonia’s plate, fearing that she might be too shy to
get them herself since everything was still new to her.

Sonia looked at the pile of food in front of her, hesitated, and pushed the plate
toward Trevor.

Stella was taken aback as she did not understand what that meant.

However, Trevor seemed used to it as he said, “Rest for a while if you're full
already.”

Sonia nodded and began playing with her phone.

Then, Trevor picked up the food from her plate with his fork and ate them.
Stella was shocked. ‘What is going on?’

Stella’s phone vibrated as she thought about that.

She looked at it and saw a text from Keegan: [I heard that you want to break
my legs. Is that right?] Stella raised her brows and replied: [Did you hear it



from your precious Jaylene?] Keegan replied: [I never knew Mrs. Kane can be
so bold when I'm not around.] Stella humbly texted back: [I’'m just putting on
airs, knowing that Mr. Kane himself is backing me up.]

Keegan was puzzled.

Stella added: [Your precious Jaylene has forwarded my vicious remarks to
you.

Don’t you want to do something to reassure her?]
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a tough position here. How could | ever have the heart to scold you?] Stella
texted back: [Just say whatever you want and watch me handle it.] After a
while, Keegan’s call came through.

Stella deliberately walked closer to Jaylene before taking her phone out.

Jaylene had already heard Stella’s phone ringing. When she saw her taking it
out, she subconsciously glanced at it and saw Keegan’s name.

Stella noticed her gaze and arrogantly looked at her before answering the call
in front of her.

“I said I'll be back in a while. Can’t you wait?” Stella pretended to be annoyed.
“‘Let me tell you a joke,” Keegan said.
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“Get to the point.” “Why was the belt arrested?” Keegan asked.
With a stern face, Stella said, “Did you call me just to tell me that?”
Keegan continued, “For holding up a pair of pants.”

Stella sneered. “What if | did say that? Keegan Kane, are you here to ask for
an apology?”

Keegan added, “And for being a ‘waist’ of time for the police.”

Stella almost burst into laughter, but she clenched her fist to immerse herself
in the act. “Do you believe in everything he says? Are you brainless?”



Although Jaylene was not very far away, she could not hear what was said on
the other end of the phone. But upon seeing Stella’s frustrated expression,
she figured that it was not a pleasant conversation. A smirk tugged at her lips.

Keegan asked with a smile, “How was that? Much better than the one about
the mother fly taking her baby fly out for dinner, right?”

Stella’s expression turned cold. “So what if | said it? You're an idiot! You were
the one who asked me to move in, and now you want me to leave? Dream
on!”

She ended the call after saying those words.

Jaylene asked pretentiously, “Stella, what did you and Keegan talk about?
Why did you get so angry?”

Stella replied with a tense face, “It's none of your business.”

But Jaylene persisted and kept on asking, “Does Keegan want you to move
out?”

Stella’s back stiffened. She shot Jaylene a fierce look and went to the
washroom with a stern face.

Keegan chuckled happily. “Isn’t that the best way to test your acting skills,
superstar?”

Stella clenched her jaw. “Just because | said I'd break your legs? You’re
overreacting!”

Stella said, “Aldor knows how to make a girl happy a lot better than you do!”

Keegan was speechless. ‘Didn’t she just say that the joke was stupid?’ As she
stepped out of the cubicle, she bumped into Sonia, who was waiting outside.
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as the atmosphere became somewhat awkward.



Of course, the person who felt awkward was Stella. There was not any
expression on Sonia’s face, but Stella figured that she must have heard the
phone call. As for when she started listening, Stella had no idea.

She greeted Sonia, who nodded and went into the cubicle.
Stella came out of the washroom and saw Trevor waiting in the corridor.

She walked over and asked, “Where’s Jaylene?” “She received a call, said
that a friend wanted to see her, and left.” Stella then asked in a low voice,
“Trevor, what’s your relationship with Sonia?”

Trevor was puzzled by that question. “What do you think? She’s my
instructor’s daughter.” “Is that all? | saw her giving you the food she couldn’t
finish, and you ate them all without hesitation.”

Trevor explained, “If | didn’t do so, she’'d keep eating them until she throws up.

Her father said she would always finish everything on her plate. The first time |
had a meal with her, | didn’t know.

“I kept giving her food just like you did, and she ate a lot. | thought she had a
good appetite that day, but she ended up in the hospital that night because of
indigestion.

“‘Her dad said that she was a picky eater when she was young. The nanny he
hired didn’t want to do extra work, so the nanny would often starve her,
resulting in her only eating whatever was fed to her when she was hungry.

“Her parents were both busy working and did not notice their daughter was
being abused. They thought that she was just a big eater. But one time, the
nanny took a two-week break, and her parents took care of her themselves. It
was then that they noticed something was wrong.

“She’d never refuse any food given to her, and she always finished
everything.

Later, her dad spent a lot of time and effort helping her correct this habit, and
it worked. Like just now when we were eating, she couldn’t finish her food, so
she shared it with me.

“But the person she shares it with must finish it and not just throw it away.”



Stella could not help but feel sorry for the twist and turn of Sonia’s fate. She
pondered, “Trevor, aren’t you a germaphobe? How can you bear to eat
something on someone else’s plate?”

Trevor chuckled. “It's not like | haven’t done it before. I've watched her grow
up and often ate with her dad. She’s just a kid.”

When Trevor first met Sonia, she was only about thirteen years old.
Although she had grown up now, she was still just a kid in Trevor’s eyes.

“Oh, by the way, my friend found an old photo of Paul Morant and his father
when they gave a talk in Rivera.”

Trevor took out his phone, sent Stella a photo, and said, Take a look.”
Stella opened it and zoomed in.

It was a group photo of more than thirty people. It was very old and
low[Jresolution, and the faces were also somewhat blurry.

Stella looked at everyone in the photo and asked with a frown, “Which one is
him?”

Trevor pointed to a man in a suit at the front with a distinguished air. “This

one.
“What’s wrong?” Trevor asked.

Stella said, “Trevor, | feel like this person is a lot shorter than the one | met.”
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at Stella’s words. After all, he had not met Paul in person before, so he found
her speculation more credible than his.

“So, are you suggesting that the person isn’t Paul Morant?”

Stella felt she was about to uncover the truth, but it seemed veiled by
something elusive that clouded her judgment.



She frowned as she repeatedly recalled the person she had seen that day:
slim, short, and heavily dressed. However, their exposed skin lacked the
roughness of a man and held an unexpected daintiness.

“Trevor, what was the name of Paul’s fiancee who died in the fire? Do you
have a photo of her?”

Trevor shook his head. “I don’t. Paul’s father’s friend said that he met her
when he was teaching in Rivera. She was also in the medical-*

Trevor stopped speaking abruptly. He shifted his gaze to Stella and asked,”
Stella, could it be Dillon Brook?” “Dillon Brook?”

Trevor made a shushing gesture. Stella was overwhelmed as she lowered her
voice. Trembling, she said, “That anesthetist!”

Trevor was shocked, too. He could not believe that the person they had been
searching for was lurking around them with a different identity the whole time.

If Stella had not become suspicious after coincidentally meeting her and told
Trevor to look her up, they might never have found out!

“Keep it down.” Trevor suppressed his emotions and whispered, ‘Til secretly
find out where she lives first and try to get close to her. If she really is Dillon
Brook, then... the fire back then might not be an accident. | need to know
more about her first. Let’s not raise any unwanted attention for now.”

Stella nodded. “l understand. She’s a very cautious person. She got very
upset the other day when | asked her a couple of questions and immediately
left in a hurry. Be patient, and don’t rush into anything. After all, she’ll be here
in Rivera.
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We can take things slow.” “Sure.” Trevor paused before adding, “Is anyone in
Caline giving you problems these days?”

Stella chuckled. “I just taught Darcie’s assistant a lesson today. Although |
don’t have as much authority as her, | have more company shares. No one in
the company dares to offend me, at least not openly.”

Trevor tapped her nose. “You came up with a very good plan by sending Dad
and Darcie away for a vacation so she can’t restrain you in the office.”



Stella rubbed her nose and said proudly, “| won’t be able to find out about
anything with Darcie around. She’s too sharp and cautious. | have no choice
but to sacrifice Dad and his charm.”

Trevor snorted. “You sacrificed your man and your dad to achieve your goals.
| wonder if you’re going to sacrifice your brother next.”

Trevor’s eyelid twitched as he lifted his hand and playfully smacked Stella.

Clearly, he was just being clingy, but he would not admit it. “Let me test his
driving skills,” he said.

Stella hesitated for a moment, then reluctantly agreed.
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when you’re in the car. | don’t know the new driver very well yet. Although he
seems like an honest man, | can’t be sure if he’ll gossip about US to others.
So, just act like we’re in public, understand?”

Stella said to Keegan even before the car arrived.

She had no choice but to do that. Ever since she exposed Keegan for
regaining his memory, he had become worse at disguising himself.

For example, when they saw someone they knew while eating, and she was
maintaining the act of their strained relationship, Keegan would have already
wiped her utensils clean.

When she glared at him with a stern look to remind him, he would say, * We've
got to pay attention to hygiene. Don’t get sick and pass it on to me. It’s
annoying.”

Then, Stella utilized her acting skills and had a “fight” with him. Then, they
would finish their meal with a “cold face.”

After the same thing happened a few times, Stella dared not to go out with
Keegan anymore. She feared that his plan of faking his memory loss would be
exposed sooner or later because of how lovesick he was.

Keegan said seriously, “Even if you don’t believe in my acting skills, how can
you lose faith in your teaching abilities?”



Stella snorted. “Don’t try to flatter me. The answer is no. If you ever do
something that could expose yourself, we’ll sleep in separate rooms!”

Her threat worked as Keegan reluctantly said, “Fine.”
Shortly after, Larry arrived with the car. He got out and greeted Stella.

However, he did not show any sign of surprise upon seeing the two of them
together. Instead, he opened the rear door so both of them could get in
without asking any questions.

Stella was not planning on introducing Keegan. When she got into the car,
she said, “He needs a ride. Just drop him off at the Vinci Rivera building.”

Keegan heeded what Stella had said to him earlier and remained very aloof
throughout the journey. Both of them turned their faces away from each other
and played with their phones.

Keegan texted Stella: [Isn’t this driver a little too old?] Stella replied: [He’s
forty-five. | know he might not be very young, but | couldn’t find someone
suitable in such a short time. I’'m planning to transfer him to another position
later when | find someone more suitable.] Keegan lifted his gaze and glanced
at Larry’s gray hair: [Forty-five? Have you done a background check on him?]
Stella texted back: [Yeah. He used to work for a taxi company. He has a wife
and a son. Also, his wife seems to have some intellectual disabilities and
hasn’t worked for many years. Their son is deaf and mute and has been
attending a special school.] Keegan asked: [Is everything okay with him?]
[Pretty much. He speaks and acts logically. | didn’t notice anything wrong
about him.] He continued: [If he’s a normal person, why would he marry a
woman with intellectual disabilities?] Stella was taken aback: [Well... | can’t
directly ask him about that, can 1? Do you think something’s wrong?]

Keegan was taken aback: [Don’t you think it's because of his feminine
appearance?]
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stomped on Keegan'’s foot.

Keegan’s eyelid twitched as he quickly moved his foot away in pain. He held
the pain in and texted with his lips pursed tightly: [That’s because Trevor has



good genes.] After Larry dropped off Keegan at Vinci Rivera, he drove Stella
to Caline.

As Larry was reversing into an empty spot upon reaching the underground
parking lot, a Porsche suddenly zoomed in from the other side and occupied
the spot. Only one-third of Stella’s car was in the parking lot, and Larry could
not move the car any further inside.

The Porsche driver turned on their hazard lights and inched forward, forcing
Larry to move away.

He was about to drive away, but Stella said flatly, “We were here first.”
Larry had no choice but to shift the car back into park mode.

Since Larry had not moved the car, the Porsche could not fully occupy the
parking spot either. The two cars stayed like that for a few minutes before the
other car’s door opened, and Jaylene stepped out. Then, she walked over and
tapped on Stella’s car window.

Larry slowly rolled the window down.

Jaylene was dressed in a traditional light blue dress, her long hair tied in a
bun at the back of her head, and her makeup was exquisitely done.

She was aware of her small frame and how pulling off long dresses would be
hard for her. However, the refined traditional clothes suited her slender figure
well, adding a touch of elegance to her being.

Though, her classy appearance did not hide her impatience at the moment.

“Sir, could you please move your car away? Can’t you see my car is already
in the spot? Besides, this is our company’s parking spot. You should park
somewhere else.” Jaylene said.

Larry seemed like he was not used to communicating with people as he
clenched tightly on the steering wheel, unable to find the words to respond.

Stella unbuckled her seatbelt, leaned forward, and smiled at Jaylene. “l was
just wondering who could be so rude, trying to steal our parking spot. Turns
out it's someone from our company.” She then glanced at the Porsche and
asked, “Is that your new car? Looks nice.”



Jaylene was momentarily taken aback, then got angry over Stella’s remark
about her being rude. “I came from the other side and didn’t see you there.
We came in at the same time; how could you say that I'm stealing the spot? ”
she said in a deep voice.

“Is that so? But when we were pulling into the spot, my driver didn’t see you
anywhere.” Stella’s expression was calm as she added, “Besides, this row of
parking spots near the elevator is reserved for the company’s executives.

“‘Even the assistant manager of the perfume blending department doesn’t
have the right to park here. You're just a team leader; it wouldn’t be
appropriate for you to park here, would it?” Stella asked.

Jaylene’s expression turned ugly for a moment. Before she could speak, two
other people got out of the Porsche Cayenne. They looked familiar. Stella
figured they were probably from the perfume blending department as well but
could not recall their names.

One of them called out, “Jaylene, is everything okay?”

Jaylene leaned closer against the car window and said in a low voice,” Stella,
that’s just an unwritten rule. None of the parking spots here are reserved for
anybody, as they all belong to Caline. There’s no need to be so particular
about this.”

Stella said, “Even if we set that aside, we arrived here first.”
That person called out again, “Jaylene, should we park somewhere else?”

Jaylene had a very high self-esteem. She came with her coworkers, so it was
not just about a parking spot but about her reputation in front of them.

Stella looked at her and suddenly chuckled. “Jaylene, you got it wrong.

Then, she shifted her gaze to Larry and said, “Let’s find another parking spot.”
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parking spot, her words pierced through Jaylene’s heart like daggers. They
were not only a warning but also a humiliation.



Stella was not just giving up her parking spot. Instead, she told Jaylene that
the Saun family’s rightful heiress had returned and that everything that
belonged to the Saun family was hers for the taking. She wanted Jaylene to
know she could only get the parking spot because she pitied her.

After Larry parked the car in a different spot, Stella said to him, “Go to the
company canteen later and ask the person in charge to give you an employee
meal card. You can have breakfast and lunch here.

“Two hundred will be deducted from your salary each month, and the rest will
be subsidized by the company. I've already talked to the person in charge
about it.”

Stella paused momentarily before adding, “You can bring your lunchbox too.
Just take what you need, and don’t waste anything.”

Stella figured that Larry’s son lived at school, and he had a wife with
intellectual disability at home who was likely unable to take care of herself.
Otherwise, he would not have sought a more stable job to take care of his
family.

The canteen had a wide variety of food, so Stella thought Larry could bring
some back for his wife and alleviate his worries about her meals.

She was not exactly doing it out of kindness. She just felt that addressing
employees’ concerns would make them more at ease and focused on their
work. After all, life was not easy for anyone.

Larry thanked her and suddenly apologized, “I'm sorry.” Stella was puzzled.
“Sorry for what?”

Larry said somewhat awkwardly, ‘Because... about what happened earlier. |
rolled down the window without your permission.”

Stella chuckled. “It's nothing. Don’t worry about it.”

Larry apologized again before asking, “If we happen to bump into that lady
again, should I let her in or not?” “You should.” Stella smiled and said, “She’s
my stepsister. Of course, we should let her in. Otherwise, others might think
that we have a bad relationship.”



Larry nodded. “Okay.”

After Stella got out of the car, she headed straight to the VIP elevator, swiped
her card, and went upstairs.

Meanwhile, Jaylene and her coworkers waited for the regular elevator.

Her coworkers noticed her unpleasant expression, and Julia immediately
signaled to one of them with her gaze.

The person understood Julia’s intention and said, “Won'’t you look at how
proud she is just because she gets to take the private elevator? She’s just an
actress who knows nothing about fragrances. Doesn’t she feel ashamed?”
“Not only does she know nothing about fragrances, but her acting skills aren’t
particularly good either. Everyone praised her performance in the film, which
was released around the new year, but | was not impressed at all.

“I was only focused on Nicole the whole time. She’s just lucky that she has
connections and was born into the right family. She got the opportunity to
work with Leighton and Nicole to boost her career right after joining the
industry. But in fact, her acting skills are as bad as dog shit.” “She probably
can’t survive in the entertainment industry anymore, and that's why she came
back with her tail between her legs. Mr. Saun probably has nowhere else to
place her, so he dumped her into our company.”

Jaylene still looked somewhat unpleasant. Although they might not like Stella,
she was still the person with the most authority in the company after Darcie.

Because of the blood running through her veins, Stella did not have to do
anything to get what others longed for.

That was the difference between a true heiress and a stepdaughter.

With a nonchalant face, Jaylene spoke flatly as the elevator arrived, “Let’s go.
We’re going to be late.”

So, the others stopped talking and entered the elevator.

“I'm sorry. Could you please tell me how to get to the canteen?” Larry asked
softly.



One of them said, “The canteen is on the second floor. There are stairs over
there. Just go straight up.”

Larry asked again, “Can | also collect my meal card at the same place?”
“Yes.”



