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“Lily, I was just joking.Don’t take it to heart!” 

At this time, Lily called the nanny and handed Galen over so he could play in the yard. 

As she got up to pour herself a glass of water, she asked, “Aren’t you afraid your father 
will scold you for staying here for so long?” 

“Nope! Anastasia smiled. 

“I’ve already explained things to him.He agreed to let me stay with you on a three-month 
trial.” 

“Three months?” 

“Yeah!” 

Anastasia nodded. 

“I told him that since I’m already like this, another three months won’t hurt.If I don’t gain 
weight and my physical condition improves in three months, he can’t stop me 
anymore.If it doesn’t work, there’s nothing much to lose anyway.” 

Lily noticed that this time, when Anastasia spoke, her face did not have a layer of 
gloominess. 

Instead, she seemed calm.She was looking at things more positively. 

“Will your father agree?” 

With Cameron’s rigid front, he didn’t seem like an open-minded man. 

“Surprisingly, he did, but I don’t think he has much hope for me. 

After all, my body doesn’t have a terminal illness that will kill me anytime soon.” 

“Tasia…” 

Anastasia raised her head and said, “I’m not sad, so you don’t have to comfort me.I’m 
used to it.Before, I would indulge myself in overeating.This is just the punishment I get 



for tending to my emotions.To be honest, my father loves me very much.I’ve never had 
to worry about what to eat or wear.I’m lucky compared to most people.” 

“But…” 

Lily paused before continuing, “You trust me that much? I never said I could help you 
lose weight.” 

Since the beginning, Lily only said she could help Anastasia fix her diet.She had never 
said she could help Anastasia lose weight or told her how much she would lose. 

Lily did not like making such promises. 

Saying such things would only give Anastasia expectations, and if Lily did not meet 
them, it would destroy Anastasia’s spirit.By then, she would be even more discouraged. 

That was not the result Lily wanted to see. 

“I know! You never said you’d help me lose weight, but how you taught me about food 
made me feel more comfortable in my own skin.Also, I feel more energetic.I haven’t 
been as sleepy as I used to be in the past two days.” 

Anastasia was all smiles as she spoke. 

Lily studied her face and Anastasia’s complexion had indeed improved a lot. 

Back then, she had a sickly fair face. 

Now, her cheeks were tinted with a faint pink color, making her look healthier. 

“Do you always feel lethargic when you’re back home?” 

Lily asked casually after thinking about it. 

Anastasia’s face scrunched up into a frown as she carefully pondered it. 

“Now that I think about it, I do feel more lethargic at home.However, it might also be 
because I don’t go out much.I feel comfortable at home, so I’d sleep more.” 

“Do you feel uncomfortable here?” Lily asked half-jokingly. 

“Of course not! I feel comfortable here! It’s more comfortable here than at my own 
house! There’s delicious food and fun things to do, not to mention the cute baby running 
around.If it weren’t because I’m afraid of disturbing you, I’d stay here forever and never 
leave!” 



Although that was a joke, Anastasia sincerely meant the first half of her sentences. 

After all these years, this was the first place besides her own where she felt at ease. 

Even being at her uncle’s house made her feel uncomfortable. 

“Then, do you not feel sleepy here?” Lily smiled. 

Anastasia was stunned for a moment before answering, “I don’t think so! I did feel a little 
sleepy after lunch, but it went away. I don’t feel tired at all!” 

“Then, do you not feel sleepy here?” Lily smiled. 
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“Maybe it’s because I’m having so much fun at your house that I don’t feel like 
sleeping.” 

Anastasia tried to rationalize with herself. 

“If that’s the case, I’ll come over here more often.Lily, you won’t hate me for that, will 
you?” Lily smiled. 

“Of course not, but…” 

She paused for a moment before she stretched her hand out. 

“I’ll have to charge you for your meals!” 

Instantly, Anastasia broke into laughter, amused by this woman in front of her. 

“Okay! No problem!” 

She slapped Lily’s hand lightly, and the two shook hands with a smile on both their 
faces. 

Anastasia went home after dinner. 

A few minutes after she left, Alexander’s car pulled in. 

Initially, Lily was waiting to greet him with a smile, but as soon as she saw him, she felt 
something was amiss. 



The couple had been together for so long that they could detect a subtle change in 
emotion at a glance. 

Without asking anything, she patiently waited for him to come over before she softly 
asked, “Are you tired? Have you eaten? I’ll get the maids to warm up some food.Rest, 
and I’ll bring some food over to you in a bit.” 

Alexander raised his eyes to look at her. 

The fatigue in his eyes was evident, but he did not say a word. 

“I’ll get them to do it right away!” 

With that, Lily turned around, but Alexander quickly grabbed her. 

“It’s okay.I’m just about to leave.” 

“Now?!” 

She widened her eyes in surprise.She thought she must have misheard him. 

Although it was not yet midnight, it was still getting late.It was already dark outside, so 
Lily wondered where her husband would be going at this time. 

At this moment, Galen overheard his father’s voice and ran over. 

“Daddy, daddy!” 

Seeing his son, Alexander bent down and pulled him close for a snuggle. 

After a moment, Alexander let go and said, “Daddy has something to do and will be 
away for a few days. 

Make sure you stay home and be a good boy to your mommy, okay?” 

“Huh?” 

The little boy did not understand as his face scrunched into a frown. 

Lily quickly regained her senses and asked, “Where are you going? How long will you 
be away? Do you need me to pack anything for you?” 

“It’s fine.If all goes well, it’ll take about three to four days.I came home to get a change 
of clothes and to inform you.I’ll leave right after this.The car is waiting for me outside,” 
he explained. 



When Lily turned to look, his car engine was still running, seemingly like the driver was 
waiting for him.It seemed like it was an emergency. 

“Then, you should get going.I’ll make some food so you can eat before you go.I don’t 
want you to starve.” 

Lily knew what he was going to say and did not give him a chance to object. 

With a gentle pat on his arm, she continued, “I’ll be fast.It won’t take long.” 

Alexander looked into her eyes deeply as he swallowed back his words and nodded 
slightly. 

“Okay.” 

With that, he went upstairs to change. 

Galen was upset because he saw that his father wasn’t paying much attention to him. 

“Mommy …Daddy, he…” 

“Daddy’s busy today.Be a good boy and play with Daisy.” 

As she spoke, she gestured for Daisy to keep him occupied. 

Then she ordered a maid to prepare some food in the kitchen. 

Alexander had changed his clothes and came downstairs just in time. 

When he sat down, Lily had already placed a bowl of soup before him and dismissed 
the maids. 

Then she softly asked, “What happened?” 

She had rarely seen him like this since they had been together, so she assumed 
something serious must have happened. 
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headed Alexander was in such a rush. 

However, he did not want Lily to worry, so he did not answer immediately. 



After taking a few mouthfuls of food, his restless heart calmed down. 

“Something happened to the factory in Burnwken.I need to go down there and check 
things out.” 

Although his tone was light, Lily knew it was bigger than what he made it up to be. 

Otherwise, he would not make such a last-minute trip. 

“What happened?” She asked bluntly. 

Alexander immediately froze and looked at her. 

Knowing her temper, he let out a soft sigh before putting down his spoon and 
explaining,” 

A collective poisoning incident happened in one of the factories in Burnwken.” 

“Collective poisoning?” 

Lily was astounded. 

It could be any sort of poisoning.It should be no big deal if it were food poisoning from 
eating unhygienic or the wrong food. 

However, it would be a different story if it was industrial poisoning. 

“What’s the situation there now?” 

She continued to ask. 

“Three have died so far.” 

“Died?!” 

‘Then this isn’t a trivial matter” 

Lily expected them to be hospitalized at most, not dead. 

“Yeah.” 

Alexander nodded solemnly. 

“I don’t know the details of the situation yet, but the management team had also gotten 
hospitalized.I’m going over to have a look.” 



Once he finished speaking, he put down his bowl and got up to leave. 

“Hold up!” 

Lily hurriedly turned to look for something in a nearby drawer. 

Alexander was puzzled. 

Soon, Lily returned with a small vial in her hand. 

“Take this with you.” 

“What’s this?” 

Although it looked like a small perfume vial, Alexander knew it was more than that. 

After all, Lily would not have stopped Alexander and run to get him a bottle of perfume. 

Lily stuffed the small vial in his palm and explained, “This is what I used when I was 
experimenting in the laboratory recently.I extracted the detoxification properties of 
medicinal herbs into this bottle.It might come in handy.” 

Alexander was both moved and amused. 

“I have no idea what caused the poisoning or what sort of poisoning it is.Although this 
can detoxify me, it can’t cure all sorts of poisoning.I appreciate it a lot, but…” 

“But you still have to bring it!” 

She quickly interrupted him. 

“Although I can’t make an antidote for all the poisons in the world, I can detoxify 
someone from most of them.Don’t underestimate me.I’m a professional!” 

“I know you’re a professional at perfumery, but when it comes to medicinal herbs…” 

He knew she had been exposed to medicinal herbs lately, but learning was one thing, 
and application was another.On top of that, she had only been studying medicinal herbs 
for a short time. 

Still, it was an extensive and profound field. 

However, before finishing his sentence, he met Lily’s stern look.He quickly changed his 
words. 

“You’re also a professional when it comes to medicinal herbs.I believe you!” 



Lily laughed and carefully tucked the tiny vial into his pocket. 

“Take care.Let me know when you’ve reached Burnwken.” 

“Okay.” 

Alexander lowered his head and gave her a peck on the lips. 

Just as he was about to leave, Lily hooked her arm around his neck and deepened the 
kiss fiercely.Her actions surprised Alexander. 

After all, she was usually shy and reserved.It was a rare initiative, but he willingly 
responded to her. 

“Okay.” 
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peck her lips several more times. 

“Wait for me!” 

“I will.” 

Lily helped him adjust his collar and patted his pocket lightly. 

“Take care of yourself.I heard it’s quite chaotic there.” 

“Okay.” 

Alexander initially wanted to say that it was fine. 

After all, the factory had been there for more than a few years. 

However, it was true that Burnwken was relatively chaotic. 

There were very few citizens from Hyderland there. 

Also, he was only flying over to check on the factory and visit the hospital to see what 
was happening.He would probably return right after he settled everything. 

Therefore, there was no need for Lily to be worried. 



However, it was heartwarming to know that someone would be missing and worrying 
about him like this, so he nodded obediently instead. 

“I really need to go now!” 

Although Alexander was inexplicably reluctant, he would miss his plane if he did not 
leave now. 

Ever since the two got together, they had never been separated like this, which was 
why the couple was reluctant to part. 

Anastasia returned home with a grin since she had not been this happy in a long 
time.Her heart was whole. 

Constant hunger did not torment her, nor was she drowning in self-blame for overeating. 

She felt a lot lighter, and there was even a bounce in her step. 

Although Lily said she could not help her lose weight, Anastasia believed that losing 
weight would be inevitable after practicing what Lily had taught her. 

After all, wasn’t controlling her diet interlinked with losing weight? Even if Lily disagreed, 
Anastasia believed it would work. 

However, Anastasia’s newfound spirit immediately sank when she entered the door. 

“Aunt Marie,” she called out and pursed her lips. 

“What are you doing here again?” 

Maria was sitting in the living room, eating some snacks.She looked up when she heard 
the movement and waved. 

“You’re finally back.What took you so long? I’ve been waiting for you for a long time.” 

“Is there something important for you to have waited for me for so long?” Anastasia 
walked in a little reluctantly.She began to feel like she had come home too early. 

“Of course!” 

Maria exclaimed as she clapped her hand.She put down the snacks, got up, and walked 
over. 

“Remember the miracle doctor I told you about two days ago? Right, how could you 
forget something so important?” 



‘oh, not this again!’ Anastasia thought. 

She probably would not have minded it back then since she had already given up on 
herself. 

However, she was starting to have hopes again. 

On top of that, the miracle doctor was someone who Lily did not like. 

Since Lily did not like him, Anastasia would not either. 

Therefore, there was no need for her to see him. 

“Oh, are you talking about the charlatan?” 

Anastasia pretended to think before answering flatly, ”I don’t think I need to see him.” 

“What do you mean by a charlatan? He’s a legitimate miracle doctor!” 

Maria quickly retaliated defensively. 

“It’s okay.I get it.You don’t leave the house often enough to understand the outside 
world.Mr.Austin is Mr.Dominic’s apprentice, and people recognize Mr.Dominic as a god 
regarding medicinal herbs. 

“Mr.Austin is his secret apprentice and the one he is most proud of! Do you know that 
people are lining up to meet him? You don’t know how much time and effort I’ve put into 
getting him to see you. 

“You’re lucky they didn’t hold any grudges against you because of what you did back 
then.You can’t call Mr.Austin a charlatan to his face!” 

Anastasia was tired of hearing her aunt droning on about this miracle doctor. 

Without replying, she walked to the kitchen counter and poured herself a glass of water. 

Lily mentioned that drinking water promotes a faster metabolism. 

Therefore. Anastasia must drink more water and cut out on sugary beverages.. 
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Now, she was just actively trying to drink water. 

Maria rushed over and pushed all the snacks on the counter to the ground when she 
saw her niece walking toward the kitchen counter. 

Anastasia was speechless. 

Ultimately, she quietly hovered over Maria’s hands and took a glass of water. 

Maria watched her quietly. 

When she noticed the change in Anatasia’s complexion, she quickly explained, ‘Tasia, 
don’t be offended! I was just looking out for you.Look at you.You shouldn’t be eating 
these things.” 

“I don’t want to eat them,” 

Anastasia answered solemnly.She was full today, and she was not craving any 
snacks.She was just a little thirsty. 

“That’s great!” 

Maria exclaimed, even though she did not believe Anastasia. 

“I was afraid Mrs.Russell might’ve influenced you.You know your dad has been worried 
sick about you.I heard you’ve been controlling your diet, haven’t you? It seems like it’s 
working.You look a little thinner than before. 

“Although it’s only a little, you’re still losing weight.How can someone your size lose 
weight without being hungry? Don’t listen to the nonsense Mrs.Russell is telling you.Is 
she the one telling you not to see the miracle doctor? From what I see, she has no good 
intentions! You shouldn’t mix around with her anymore!” 

After everything Maria said, she got upset when she did not receive a response. 

“All right, enough drinking! If you drink too much, you’ll gain weight!” 

She snatched the glass out of Anastasia’s hand. 

However, Anastasia quickly dodged. 

In the end, all Maria grabbed was the air.She was startled. 

Then Anastasia snarled, “Aunt Marie, I know I’m fat.I’ve been fat ever since I was 
young.You’ve watched me grow up, and I’ve always been this size. 



“What’s wrong with being fat? I’ve never gone to eat the food off your dinner table, have 
I? I didn’t gain this weight from eating the food you made, did I? So, why do you bother 
if I’m fat?” 

It was different from the reaction Maria was expecting.She stood there, shocked to the 
core. 

Maria was in a daze, not knowing how to react.She knew Anastasia had a weird temper 
and was usually cold to outsiders, but she still had some respect for Maria. 

All this while, Maria admonished her like this, and Anastasia had never answered back. 

That was the first time Anastasia had talked back like this, and her words were ruthless. 

Although she had never eaten the food Maria cooked, Maria was still an elder. 

How could Anastasia speak to Maria like that? “asia, do you know who you’re talking 
to? When did you become so rude?” 

She immediately scolded with a downcasted face. 

At this moment, Anastasia banged the glass onto the counter, making Maria jump. 

“Aunt Marie! How can you come to my house and call me fat with every sentence you 
speak, especially since you’re my aunt? Have you ever thought about how I feel?” 

Anastasia spat coldly, “Besides, Lily is my friend! I don’t like people slandering my 
friends like this..!” 

After hearing all this, it was as if a cat had caught Maria’s tongue. 
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“Why wouldn’t I care about how you feel? I’m telling you privately, aren’t I? On top of 
that, I’m just telling the truth! You need to face reality! Do you want me to lie to your face 
and tell you that you’re not fat? “Do you want me to tell you that you’re too thin and 
should eat more? Is that what Lily has been telling you? Only your family would be 
honest with you, and sometimes honesty is hard to swallow.However, you must know 
we’re doing this for your good.Why would outsiders try and help you?” 



Maria continued to persuade her niece, “Look at you.You’ve known her for a few days, 
and you’re already saying hurtful things to your aunt.I think you should stay away from 
her.As your aunt, why would I try to hurt you?” 

“I just said one thing, and you’re already offended? Aunt Maria, your heart must be 
made of glass! All these years, you’ve been saying these nasty things to me.Why didn’t 
you stop to think about how it’ll hurt me?” 

Anatasia questioned coldly. 

Then she turned around and said, “It’s getting late, so maybe it’s time to go home, Aunt 
Maria.After all, we’re not making dinner tonight, and people like me shouldn’t be eating.I 
can’t let you suffer like that!” 

“Tasia, why are you saying these things? Tasia, if your father hears about this…” 

Maria tried to threaten Anastasia with her father again. 

After all, he was the person she cared about and feared the most as a child. 

However, before Maria could finish, Anastasia suddenly turned around and snapped, 
“Then you might as well repeat what you said to me to my dad.It’s okay if you don’t 
remember your exact words.I’ll record it.” 

Again, Maria was rendered speechless. 

With just a few words, Anastasia had shut her down. 

Of course, Maria dared not repeat what she had said in front of Cameron. 

Those were things she could only say to Anastasia. 

After all, she was just a child, while Maria was an elder. 

Maria, as an aunt, felt responsible for teaching this child since her mother had passed 
away very early on.However, she was well aware of Cameron’s temper.He was direct 
and cold, with a bad temper. 

Despite that, he constantly spoiled Anastasia. 

If he heard what Maria had said about Anastasia, Maria would be finished. 

“Tasia, you know how I am.I’ve always been a very honest person.I’m saying all that for 
your good.” 



Maria changed her tone and continued, “If you don’t want the miracle doctor to come 
over, why don’t I take you to see him instead?” 

“There’s no need for that.” 

With that, Anastasia walked off, followed by a thud as the door closed. 

Ultimately, Maria had no choice but to leave.She was disheartened. 

The more she thought about it, the angrier she became. 

On the other hand, Fabian was oblivious to what was going on. 

When Maria got home, he sat by the kitchen counter, pouring himself a glass of wine as 
he hummed a little tune.He even had a packet of peanuts next to him. 

“You seem happy!” 

She walked over to snatch the glass from his hand, then slammed the glass down, just 
like Anastasia did. 

“Hey! o Seeing how some of his wine had spilled, Fabian immediately frowned and 
scolded, “Why are you acting all crazy?” 

“I’m acting crazy?! Perhaps you should look at your precious niece! “ 

Maria yelled as she plopped down on the chair next to him. 
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stemmed from somewhere else, and she was here to vent. 

He calmly summoned a housekeeper to clean up the mess and poured himself another 
glass. 

Then he casually ate his peanuts and asked, “What did she do this time? You know how 
she is. 

She’s a young lady with a temper, so you must be more patient with her.” 

“Be more patient? Then why don’t you do it? That niece of yours is getting more 
unbearable now.She would throw a small fit back then because she wanted to eat.She 
has started to answer back to everything I say while also slamming cups. 



“She even questioned me, saying I didn’t consider how she felt when I was in her 
house!” 

As Maria explained her situation, rage began to pulse through her veins.She wondered 
if any of the maids had seen what had happened. 

“Oh? She said that?” 

Fabian raised his eyebrows and sipped his wine.He was a little surprised by what he 
heard. 

“Who else would’ve said that? Me? What is she rambling about? With how she looks, if 
it weren’t for her father’s sake, no one would even take a second glance at her! What 
self-esteem is she talking about?!” 

All this complaining made Maria thirsty, and she reached out to take a sip of her 
husband’s wine. 

At this point, Fabian began to frown as he snatched back his wine glass. 

“Don’t say that.If it weren’t for her father’s sake, you wouldn’t have been shunning her 
like this, would you? Also, you’re free to talk about her body, but Tasia is not ugly.She 
looks just like my sister!” 

Speaking of which, Fabian’s sister was a beauty queen back then. 

When Anastasia was born, she looked very much like her mother. 

However, as she grew older, the fats in her body increased as well. 

Now, she was covered with a layer of meat, squishing her facial features together. 

“So what? Her fat ruined everything!” Maria said, unconvinced. 

“From what I see, our baby, Ree, is prettier than her!” 

Fabian paused with the wine glass in his hands as if he were planning to say something 
before changing his mind. 

Maria shot him a look. 

“What’s wrong? Do you disagree?” He rolled his eyes and shook his head. 

“Of course, I think Ree is pretty!” 

“Exactly!” 



After getting the answer she wanted, Maria felt a little better. 

“Speaking of which, where is she? Is she home? I haven’t seen her for the past two 
days.” 

“We haven’t been home for the past two days.You’re occupied with that miracle doctor 
of yours while I’m busy bidding on a new project.As for Ree, it seems like she’s off 
doing some experiments again.We’re all too busy nowadays to even see each other.” 

“Who’s to blame for that? Isn’t it all for you and our family? If you were more like 
Cameron, I wouldn’t have to be so busy running around like this.I would lie at home 
peacefully,” she could not help but complain. 

Cameron was competent. 

He managed to climb into such a position at such an age.It was a pity that his wife died 
so early on. 

Otherwise, she would have been happily enjoying her life with her husband. 

In the past, government servants were seen as being on a lower tier compared to 
scholars, farmers, business people, and merchants. 

Now, it seemed like they were on top of the pyramid. 

If Maria were a Secretary’s wife, countless people would try to curry favor with her. 

Instead, she was stuck with having to see if she was worthy of joining the wives of 
wealthy families, drinking afternoon tea by herself, and having to stand in the corner for 
group photos. 

To be frank, with her family background of being the Moores, if it weren’t for Cameron, 
she might not even be worthy of standing on the sidelines. 

She felt more resentful the more she considered this. 

She was no worse than those noblemen’s wives. 

Why did she not marry someone better? 

“What do you mean? Are you looking down on me? Have you ever stopped to think 
about what Cameron thinks of you?” 

Fabian immediately lowered his darkened face. 
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you could be a Secretary like Cameron? I’m not saying that I want to marry him.Why are 
you so uptight?” 

Maria nudged him and continued, “Besides, with Cameron’s dull temperament, only 
your sister can stand him.I could never!” 

She couldn’t afford to offend her husband. 

After all, she still wanted to live a life where she didn’t have to worry about having a roof 
over her head. 

Therefore, she quickly tried to coax him. 

Upon hearing this, Fabian’s face lifted. 

“That’s true.He’s too uptight.To be honest, he’s like a thorn in my flesh.I doubt he could 
climb to where he is now without that temperament of his!” 

After muttering a few words, he continued to drink his wine. 

Then he thought of something and turned his head to look at her. 

“By the way, have you figured out what kind of miracle doctor you’ve been seeing yet?” 

“Don’t even talk about that.I didn’t see him because your niece refused to see him.If you 
ask me, I think Mrs.Russell must have brainwashed her.” 

Right now, she loathed Lily. 

Who knew what she had fed Anastasia for her to follow Lily’s advice blindly? Maria had 
tried for years to teach Anastasia what she knew, but it had never worked.She was an 
ungrateful brat! “Mrs.Russell…” 

Fabian repeated after Maria and suddenly grinned. 

Seeing his weird smile, she asked strangely, “Why do you have a weird smile on your 
face?” 

She initially wanted to say that he looked like a fool, but she was afraid she would 
offend him again. 



“Hehehe…” 

After chuckling several times, he cleared his throat and answered, “Do you know who’s 
my biggest competitor for the project I’m bidding on?” 

“Who?” 

Maria blinked. 

She had no understanding of what was going on in the business world. 

“La Beauté Group! They’ve been dipping their toes in the pharmaceutical industry for 
the past few years.They’re also well connected.Not many companies can compete with 
them!” 

He sighed as he shook his head. 

Maria frowned in confusion. 

“Didn’t your brother-in-law promise to give you this project? What are you afraid of?” 

“He did, but I’m worried that things might change! That Alexander guy has the brains of 
Einstein.If he pulled some strings, the project would be in shambles!” 

This was something that Fabian was worried about. 

As far as he knew, La Beauté Group was also very interested in this project. 

No one could stand a chance if they wanted to get their hands on it. 

“Then, why aren’t you urging Cameron about it? You’re still sitting here, giggling to 
yourself!” 

Maria was even more confused at this point. 

“Hahaha, you don’t get it.I was worried, but not anymore!” 

He continued to hum and sip on his wine. 

Seeing his snarky look, coupled with his lack of elaboration, Maria was furious.She 
snatched the wine glass from his hands and growled, “Well, go on then!” 

“Hey!” 

Fabian smacked his lips before lightly drumming his fingers on the table. 



“It’s because Alexander will be going abroad! From my calculation, I don’t think he can 
make it back in time for the bid.” 

“Going abroad? Why? Why wouldn’t he make it back in time?” 

She was still lost. 

Was it not normal for business people to go abroad? If La Beauté Group really held the 
project in such high regard, wouldn’t Alexander prioritize it and fly back before the 
bidding? 
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company’s president to come for a bid. 

If their company had a good plan, one of their employees could do it for them. 

However, Fabian shook his head and looked at Maria. 

“You don’t understand anything! Do you know why Alexander went abroad? According 
to one of the sources, something happened to his factory in Burnwken. 

“There’s some sort of poisoning among his staff.Regardless of whether it’s something 
he can deal with or how chaotic Burnwken is, once he leaves, who knows when he’ll 
come back.” 

Fabian hoped that Alexander would not return. 

It would be even better if he died there. 

Once Alexander died, La Beaute Group would be in chaos. 

Following that, the company’s market share would drop, which would be when Fabian 
would step in and buy a large portion of the company. 

Then he would take advantage of this opportunity to surpass them. 

Even the thought of this made him laugh out loud. 

“It’s so chaotic in Burnwken.Why does he have to go there personally? Why can’t he 
just send someone down?” 



Although Maria hoped for the same results as Fabian, she still did not understand why 
Alexander did what he did. 

“You know youngsters nowadays.They like to do everything by themselves to try and 
win people over.I have no idea why he even bothered to do that.Those poor immigrant 
workers have nothing.If they worked for me, they should be thankful I gave them food 
on their plates!” 

Fabian shook his head. 

As they were in the same industry, he had heard stories about Alexander. 

He either went to Burnwken to put up a show, or he was just stupid. 

As a businessman, why would he waste his time on something that would not profit 
him? With his employees getting collective poisoning, was he not afraid their family 
members or other local employees would try to release their anger on him? Based on 
Fabian’s perspective, Alexander should have just sent a high-level executive to 
appease the situation. 

All Alexander had to do was offer them some money. 

Why did he have to go there by himself? Still, for him to do this was a win for Fabian. 

He felt things had been smooth sailing recently as if God was on his side. 

Firstly, his old-fashioned brother-in-law finally decided to give him a helping hand. 

Now, something happened to his biggest competitor. 

This was his chance to be prosperous. 

Until now, Maria did not understand half of what her husband was saying. 

However, she also felt happy when she noticed how happy Fabian was. 

Her mood had improved. 

“All right, I’ll leave you to your wine.Just don’t dilly-dally.I’m going to call Ree.” 

It had been a few days since Maria had seen her daughter, so she was starting to miss 
Rhea. 

Maria pushed the wine glass toward Fabian and left for her room. 

Inside, it took about three rings before Rhea picked up the phone. 



As soon as her voice came through, a sense of relief washed over Maria. 

“Ree, why did you take so long to answer my call? I was so anxious I almost called the 
police.” 

“Mom, I told you that if I don’t answer, it means I’m occupied with my experiment,” a 
deep female voice rang through the phone. 

“Oh, did I disturb your sleep?” 

Maria quickly lowered her voice. 

“No, I’m experimenting.” 

After hearing Rhea’s response, Maria did not know what to do with her daughter. 
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still experimenting? Even though you’re back, you’re rarely at home.You stay out so 
much that I barely see you,” Maria said. 

However, the voice on the other end was calm. 

“Even if I’m home, how often would you see me?” 

“I…” 

Maria was at a loss for words. 

Rhea was right because Maria was rarely home herself.She would go out to play cards 
with her friends or go shopping every day. 

Recently, she had been occupied with this miracle doctor and would always drop by 
Cameron’s house. 

“Then let’s go shopping when you’re back.Don’t spend your days stuck in the lab.What’s 
there to do there? How can you find a boyfriend if you lock yourself up in that place? 
You’re not young anymore; if you don’t start thinking for yourself, I’d have to step in! Are 
there any boys chasing you right now?” 

Sure enough, Maria brought up this topic again. 



The call went silent, and Maria thought the call had gotten disconnected, so she 
checked to see if Rhea was still on the line. 

Just as Maria was about to speak again, a voice came through the phone. 

“Is there anything else? Otherwise, I’l] hang up.” 

“Hey, don’t hang up!” 

Maria quickly yelled. 

“You’re like this every time I talk about your future.Besides being young and beautiful, 
you’ve just returned from overseas.You should marry into a wealthy family for them to 
pamper you.All these good-for- nothing men shouldn’t sway you. I’ll help you find a 
good suitor!” 

“I’m hanging up!” 

“All right, all right! I won’t talk about this anymore.” 

Maria knew her daughter’s temper and quickly changed the topic. 

“So, what have you been up to lately?” 

At this moment, a faint cough sounded from the phone. 

Then Rhea slowly called out, “Mum…” 

“Yes, dear?” 

“Do you understand what I’m talking about?” 

“Huh?” 

Maria did not understand what was happening. 

Rhea expected this, so she did not bother to wait as she continued, “Did you go to 
Uncle Cameron’s house again today?” 

“Yeah, how did you know?” 

Maria was delighted to finally have something to talk to her daughter about, so she 
quickly continued, “Your uncle wasn’t home.You know how busy he is.As for your 
cousin, she’s getting fatter! I think she’s going overboard!” 

“Did Tasia continue seeing the doctor?” Rhea asked. 



 


