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Spoiled by mr. russell chapter 1751 -Initially, Mike thought he could end all of this and
save Nick if he obeyed all the instructions.However, his hope lessened as days passed.

The trio said nothing momentarily, resulting in stiff silence in the room.
The atmosphere was so tense that it was almost depressing.
Lily picked up the cup before her and sipped her tea.

After a while, she broke the silence, “What’s the point of you telling us all that today? Do
you want us to look for Nicky?”

The couple would think of a way to save Nick even if Mike did not bring the matter up.
After all, the kid was innocent.
They could not stand by and do nothing when they knew Nick was in danger.

‘Is that what Mike meant, though? Is that why he came to look for us today? He had
never sought our help.Is he at his last straw and needs our help?’

“That’s just part of it.”
That was an unexpected answer.
“It's about something more important.It’s about...this organization.”

Lily was rendered speechless.She turned to meet Alexander’s gaze before looking back
at Mike.

“I'm listening.”

Even if Mike appeared sincere and the couple understood his difficulties, they could not
trust no.velebook him entirely due to recent events.No matter what he said, they would
still be doubtful of him.

“More powerful people from another country control the organization, and I've yet to
discover where they’re from.However, | believe they have a strong background, and we
can’t afford to mess with them.”

Mike suddenly stopped talking and looked at Alexander.




Mike used the term “us” to tell Alexander that even he could not do anything to the
external forces.

They were not easy people to deal with.

“What about that?”

Alexander raised his brow while his expression remained calm.He had a feeling the
organization was controlled by a party that was much more powerful and influential,

even without Mike’s words.

Otherwise, the party would not have the audacity to challenge them so many times
within the borders of this country.

As for Professor Thompson, Mike, Rhea, and even those who controlled them directly
might be insignificant people in the organization.

The core members might not even be in the country at this time.

“When they first talked to me, they wanted me to take over the research center for two
reasons.

Firstly, they needed investments.

Secondly, they wanted me to take advantage of my relationship with you to seize
control over the research center and complete the research successfully.”

Mike sighed.
“‘However, things don’t always go according to plan, do they? We didn’t expect Lily to

discover the research institute’s secrets so quickly.You insisted that the research stop
and soon left the team.We genuinely couldn’t predict what you'd do.”

The “compliment” did not make Lily happy as she said, “What does that organization of
yours plan to do to me then?”

“To be honest, they had planned to take your life at one point,” Mike said honestly
without hiding anything.

“You...”

Alexander, calm the entire time, became emotional upon hearing this.He wanted to
stand, but Lily pressed her palm on his thigh to stop his movement.




She just chuckled nonchalantly before continuing, “Gale and | got into a car accident
and had assassins chased after us before this.\Was that the organization’s attempt to Kkill
me?”

Unexpectedly, Mike shook his head.

“No, that was not the organization’s doing.It was just Rhea.”

“‘Rhea?”

Lily was astonished to hear that.

‘| thought it would be the organization, but Rhea arranged that instead?’
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Spoiled by mr. russell chapter 1752-“That was all Rhea.At the time, the organization still
wanted to get you on the team and work for them, so they had no intention of killing
you.Rhea got punished because of that too.” Mike told them the truth.

Lily did not inquire further about the type of punishment Rhea received.

After all, that was not important to her.

Now that Rhea was dead, everything...

Suddenly, a thought hit her, and she exclaimed, “Is Rhea really dead?”

Mike did not know how to answer that question.

After a moment of hesitation, he finally said something under Lily’s scrutinizing gaze.
“She...should be dead.”

“Should be?”

Lily raised her brow, obviously not buying his words.

Alexander was skeptical about it too.

“What do you mean by ‘ should be?’ Aren’t you here to tell us the truth about

everything? Then why are you still hiding things from us?”He paused, then added after
a while, “Perhaps, is...Rhea still alive?”




They had suspected that Rhea was still alive and that the institute covered up the truth
to deceive them.

However, the autopsy report proved that the dead was indeed Rhea, with the matching
blood type and DNA.

As a result, Fabian and Maria were also preparing for Rhea’s funeral.

Although there was a series of evidence to prove Rhea’s death, it was a strange
occurrence, and so no.velebook coincidental that it was unbelievable to them.

Since Mike visited them today, they had to take this chance to make things clear with
him.

“Well...”
Mike looked at the couple and frowned.

Then he picked up the cup and downed the tea before sighing heavily, “Fine! Let me put
it this way.I've received word that she is dead, but I'm as suspicious as you are.”

“Oh?”

The couple looked at each other, noticing the doubt in each other’s eyes.

‘I know you’re suspicious of me because | was the one who wronged you at first.But
there’s no need for me to lie about this.I'm just someone insignificant in this
organization.Rhea could be alive, but they didn’t tell me about it.Or perhaps she has
really kicked the bucket.One thing | can assure you is | have the same information as
you!”

The room returned to silence for a moment.

The two looked at him for some time, believing that Mike was telling the truth.

There was indeed no need for him to lie about this.
If he wanted to lie to them, he could assure them that Rhea was truly dead.
However, he had his own suspicions as well.

That made it look like he was telling the truth and meant he was clueless about Rhea’s
situation.

As expected, the organization was cunning and cautious.




Even Mike, who was under their control, was wary of them.

‘I have another question for you,” Lily asked with narrowed eyes, her fingers gently
tapping on her arm.

“‘Ask away. I'll tell you everything | know and give you as much information as possible

about the things | don’t have the answers to.” Mike stretched his limbs.
He looked ready to be frank with them and had an air of righteousness around him.
Lily did not get convinced by just that attitude of his.She still had doubts and asked,

“The organization has been trying to get me on their team because they want to blend
the poison with the scent of the fragrances, don’t they?”
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Spoiled by mr. russell chapter 1753-Lily pondered the question before this and could not
make sense of it, especially after retrieving the data from the encrypted database.

The institute was researching many types of poisons simultaneously, and they
experimented with their products on many people, as shown by the data.

This proved that the organization had its share of capable researchers.

There were many people out there who were well-versed in the field of pharmacology,
such as Rhea.

Hence, Lily did not understand why they were so persistent in recruiting her into the
team.

The only possible reason she came up with was related to the concept Professor
Thompson had at the initial stage of the experiment.

They wanted to blend the medicinal properties thoroughly with the fragrances, making
its users unknowingly take medicine into their bodies.

Professor Thompson’s vision was to use this new creation to save lives, but the wicked
organization no.velebook went against his original intention.

Instead of doing good to society, they wanted to use poison to control and harm others.

“You’re right,” Mike admitted with certainty without any hesitation this time around.



“To be frank, | have no idea about the core of their plan, but the thing they’re developing
is still a bit short of success.Just a tiny bit short of it, and they’ve delayed it for along
time.

“I'm guessing that it’s their last step before succeeding.They’ve recruited other
perfumers to participate in the research, but the materials were never a perfect blend,
perhaps because they were from different professions.

“You were the only one who made it happen!”

Mike continued after a pause, “Plus, you achieved many milestones while you were
working for the institute.That made the organization want to recruit you even more!
Hence, your safety is guaranteed for the time being.”

In other words, they would not kill her yet because she could still provide value to them.
Lily could not help but chuckle at the sound of that.

“In that case, should | be grateful to the organization?”

Ahint of awkwardness flashed across Mike’s face as he lightly coughed to cover it up.

‘I know it seems hypocritical to say this, but | must clarify that I'm not with them.”

“As you said, you were forced and controlled into doing things unwillingly, but why are
you telling us all this now? Are you no longer afraid of their threats? Or have you figured
things out? Or... are you going to give up on Nicky?”

Mike retorted immediately.

“I would never leave Nick! | could die and rot in the pits of hell, but he can’t!” Lily said
nothing.

She knew Mike would not just abandon his son, but his words still shocked her.
As a mother, she understood how much parents loved their children.She was not

scared of anything, except for her child encountering danger and getting hurt in the
process.

Almost subconsciously, she gently stroked her belly with a hand and lowered her gaze
in silence.

Seeing that she would not say anything, Alexander leaned forward and crossed his
arms as he said, “Are you here for my help?”

“| can’t just sit around and wait any longer!”




Mike propped his hands on his knees and stood up.He paced the room while taking in
deep breaths.It seemed like it took him a lot of courage to make this decision.

“That side is pressuring me now.They ordered me to do anything to get you on board to
help the organization.l know | won’t be able to convince you, and | don’t know what else
| can do.After some pondering, | decided to be honest.Let's cooperate on this!”

Mike proposed.

“Cooperate?”

Alexander lifted his head to look at Mike.

“Actually, | have a plan...”

Mike leaned toward Alexander but looked at Lily.He trailed off and just stared at Lily
profoundly.

Lily turned to look at Mike, but before she could say anything, she heard Alexander
reject decisively, “No!”
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“Save it then! I'm pretty sure it's not a good plan.Plus, why must we cooperate with
you?”

Alexander was tense and questioned hostilely, “You’ve long lost your credibility
here.Why would we cooperate with someone we can'’t trust?”

“It’'s different this time around...”

Mike did not expect to get rejected by Alexander before he even told them his plan.For
a moment, he did not know how to continue the conversation.

“I'll think of a way to save your son, but that’s it.Mike, our relationship as business
partners ends here!”

Alexander got up and extended his arm toward Lily to help her stand.He seemed to
have no intention of staying on the topic any longer.

However, Lily did not get up.She just looked at Alexander’s extended arm before again
averting her gaze to Mike.




“What is it? I'm interested to know.”

Alexander was speechless for a moment.

“You’re wasting your time listening to his nonsense!”
Alexander bent over, wanting to pull Lily to her feet.
“‘Don’t trust anything he says! He has ulterior motives!”

Alexander was slightly agitated at this point.By now, Mike understood why Alexander
was acting this way.

‘I know you’re afraid Lily would get hurt, but that’s our only option right now.”

“Should | sacrifice her just because we have no other options?”

Alexander asked angrily, unable to contain his anger any longer.

He did not need to hear what Mike had to say to guess his so-called plan, which was to

put Lily’s life in danger no.velebook by using her as a spy to get insider information
about the organization.

After all, the organization wanted Lily on its team to complete the experiment in the first
place.

Lily joining them voluntarily would be the best scenario for them.

Moreover, she might even be able to help Mike find out the whereabouts of his son.
However, that was a dangerous plan.

The level of danger associated with this plan could give Alexander chills down his spine
whenever he thought about it.He would never allow Lily to be in such a dangerous
position.He was unwilling to let her suffer this way.

“‘Alex...”

Lily held his palm and gently called out his name.

Her voice managed to bring some sanity back to Alexander’s head.He turned to look at
her and sighed heavily before continuing, “

Plus, why don’t we have other options? For such a huge organization with strong
market influence, don’t they have other potential candidates to help them other than
Lily? “What are they trying to achieve by experimenting with all those poisons? Why




must it blend with the fragrances? Why must it diffuse into the user’s body without them
realizing it? How are they so sure that Lily could succeed? What if she doesn’t? Does
that mean that they can’t achieve their goals?”

Alexander’s series of pressing questions rendered Mike speechless for a moment.

It was not that Mike had not thought of those things before, but... he also had no
answers to them.

He was merely an insignificant pawn of the organization who had to carry out his duties
or anything they ordered of him.

As for what they were planning to do, how much could he possibly know? “| can’t
answer those questions, but | know time is running out.”

Mike looked up and breathed a heavy sigh, revealing a hint of helplessness in his gaze
as he repeated, “Time is running out!”
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Spoiled by mr. russell chapter 1755-Alexander’s frown deepened as he watched
Mike.He held Lily’s hand tightly and said, “Let’s go!”

He did not want to listen anymore.He feared he might get convinced if he stayed a
second longer.He knew the situation’s pros and cons and that they had no choice.He
understood that they could settle this matter quickly if Lily pretended to cooperate with
them.

Then they could investigate the organization’s roots and crush them
completely.However, Alexander could not allow Lily to risk her life.

He would be willing to try it if it were him or someone else tasked to be a spy.But he
would not allow Lily to get involved.She was the most important and loved woman to
him.

He would not risk her life, even if there were only a one in a billion chance she would
get hurt.

If something happened to her, he would not be able to take it.

Still, he did not manage to get Lily up to her feet.She was still sitting on the couch,
looking in Mike’s direction.

Calmly, she asked, “What do you need me to do?”




“I disagree! You can’t do this! Do you understand me?”
Alexander could not help it anymore and exploded when he heard her say those words.

Since the day they got together, he had never been this angry.He always supported and
understood her no matter what she did or said.

But this time, he was truly furious.His eyes were bloodshot, and his expression was
grave.He resembled a raging lion that could not make sense of anything right now.

“‘Don’t listen to him! Have you forgotten how he lied to you? How can you still trust him?
Are you the only person no.velebook who can settle this issue? Why must it be you?
Stop listening to him! Let’s go!”

Seeing that he could not pull her up to her feet, he bent over and tried to carry her in his
arms to bring her away forcefully.He had no idea what else Mike would say, but he
could not allow Lily to stay here any longer.

Knowing Lily’s character well, he could tell Mike’s words had already moved Lily.

It was a similar situation to the plague’s antidote.She did not have to bother and get
involved, but she did it.Her words might be harsh, but she was a typical soft-hearted
person.

Just as he was about to bend down and carry her into his arms, he saw Mike coming
forward to stop them.

At that moment, Lily suddenly called him softly, “Alex...”
“Yeah? Oof...”

Alexander widened his eyes because Lily circled her arms around his neck without
warning, pulling herself closer before locking their lips together.

The gentle kiss instantly washed his anger away and relieved his worries and anxiety.

Alexander was stunned at first, but soon, his gaze filled with helplessness as he looked
at the woman he loved kissing him passionately.

Although he did not want to give in, Lily knew this would work for him.He could not get
mad or say anything.

Helplessly, he just let out along sigh.

Mike was speechless at what he saw.




It was not something he had expected to see.

When he returned to his senses, he quickly turned around and covered his face with
one hand, slightly embarrassed.

Lily kissed Alexander just to get him to calm down temporarily.
He was too emotional earlier, and she could not get anything into his head.

That was the simplest way to deal with him, and it worked like magic.
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Spoiled by mr. russell chapter 1756-Lily wanted to move away after seeing Alexander
calm down, but as soon as she tried, a hand suddenly grabbed her waist and pulled her
forward.

Alexander lowered his head and deepened their kiss in this position.He initially wanted
a taste but was addicted to it now.

It had been a long time since they last kissed each other so passionately.

It was not like he wanted to put on a live show for Mike, but since Lily chose this method
to shut him up, he believed she should do her best at it.

After all, Alexander could never be satisfied with just a light kiss.

‘Since she started this, she should know she can’t stop so easily”
Alexander kept deepening their kiss, which was as hot as a blazing fire.
Lily would be unable to take it if this went on longer.

Fortunately, his hand supported her back, which she felt would have broken by now if
otherwise.

He just held her in his arms and tasted her lips while Lily touched his chest to create a
distance between them.

However, there was a vast difference between their strength, and it felt more like a
tease to Alexander when she touched him.

If it were not because there was someone else there and Lily was pregnant, he would
have gone all the way with her.




On the other hand, Mike was in an awkward spot.

He knew he should not look at them but wanted to know when they would stop.

With a hand covering one side of his face, he stole glances at them from time to time.
From his peripheral vision, they were not planning to stop anytime soon.

‘Uh...are they so in love with each other? They’ve been together for quite some time
and even have a child, no.velebook but why does it look like they’re still madly in love?’
As much as Mike wanted to let them be, he coughed lightly.

“‘w- Well, what about the two of you take a breather?”

The two were stunned, especially Lily, whose face reddened obviously.

They went astray from her original intention.

Initially, she wanted to kiss Alexander lightly to ease his anger before continuing the
conversation.

She did not expect Alexander to take control over the kiss and make her lose control
until she had almost forgotten what she did this for.

Now that Mike’s voice had brought her back to her senses, she wished she could hide
in a hole after being so intimate with Alexander when someone else was around.

However, Alexander was not as concerned about that.

After getting a taste of her, Alexander became more shameless as well.

Sensing her embarrassment, he held her in his arms and adjusted his position.
She was now in his embrace, with his chest as a wall to cover up her red cheeks.
“Say whatever you have to say!”

Alexander did not sound pleased.

Although Lily was embarrassed, it felt even worse for her to be held by Alexander in his
arms as he spoke to Mike.

She struggled to break free, but it only made him hug her tighter.

Alexander lowered his head and whispered, though it sounded more like a warning to
her, “Stop moving unless you want to put on a show for him again.”




Lily did not know what to say.

His words worked because she did not dare to move anymore.

She wondered where he learned this method, as it was difficult for her to deal with him
when he acted this way.

Mike noticed all the subtle exchanges between them, but it was not the time to think
about that now.

He made a fist with one hand and put it to his mouth, coughing as he said, “I know your
concerns.l’ll be honest that there are risks to the plan, but | promise to lower the risks as
much as possible!”

“‘How can you promise that?”

Alexander retorted directly.
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Spoiled by mr. russell chapter 1757-That made Mike speechless.
A promise was something abstract and vague.

Even if Mike were to guarantee it with his life, it would be unable to reverse any damage
if Alexander took Mike’s life should anything happen to Lily.

A moment of hesitation later, Lily, in Alexander’s arms, said, ” Then, what if I'm the one
to promise you that?”

Alexander and Mike were stunned.

Alexander lowered his head and looked at Lily. She raised her head slightly to meet his
gaze, a faint smile on her face.

‘| promise I'll take good care of myself. I'll stop if | immediately sense any danger or if
something feels off. I'll prioritize my and our baby’s safety at all times. What about that?”

Lily even raised her hand to swear on her words. She appeared to be serious about it.

Alexander did not know what to say for a moment. If it were anyone else, he would have
many things to retort to them.




However, it was Lily who would always make him feel helpless. She knew this clearly
and took advantage of it as well.

However, Alexander still squeezed his lips shut and stayed silent as he struggled in his
mind. no.velebook He was genuinely unwilling to put her in any dangerous situation. It
terrified him.

“It's different now. | know the organization is desperate for Lily’s abilities and her help in
their experiments. They should be in a dire state for them to pressure me this way. I'll
admit | have selfish reasons.

‘I want to relieve my burdens, for my son to be safer, and to buy myself more time. Still,
you must agree that this is the best and fastest way to settle this issue,” Mike persuaded
when he noticed Alexander’s hesitation.

Mike took in a deep breath and a step forward to convince Alexander. He looked like he
had made an important decision before saying, “There’s one thing you may not know.
The drug they’ re trying to create is far beyond your imagination. It can do things from
controlling other people’s minds to their souls and bodies.

“The organization is pretty ambitious, | would say. Although they’ve never told me this, |
think they’re not only after a strategic location when they snatch the vaccination project
away from you.

“They want more than just that. Once they start, it's not something you and I, nor
anyone else, can control,” Mike said solemnly.

“They want more...”
Alexander repeated the phrase and pondered.

“They want to use the vaccines as a cover-up and quicken the virus’s transmission,
leading to the country’s and society’s downfall at breakneck speed!”

Lily suddenly added.

Alexander widened his eyes and looked at her.

Although she was petite and cooped up in his arms, her face still slightly flushed from
earlier incidents, she looked as determined as ever.

Every word she said sent chills up their spines.

‘She mentioned they wanted to use the vaccines to speed up the transmission of the
virus. By then..”




The thought itself was terrifying enough.

By then, it would not be the problem of merely a few people or families. It would be
catastrophic destruction for humankind.

‘What the hell were those people trying to do?!’
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Spoiled by mr. russell chapter 1758-Alexander’s hand, which was holding onto Lily’s
arm, tightened.He did not want Lily to endanger her life.

If he could replace Lily and take the risk for her now, he would do it without any
hesitation, but it was her the organization needed.

“They’re eager for me to join them because they believe | can blend the medicinal herbs
and fragrances perfectly together to achieve what they want. That’s not difficult as I've
succeeded several times before.

“also, | know how to protect myself.Since they still need me, they won’t hurt me.You can
rest assured I'll be fine, at least during the period when they need me.”

Lily was still trying to convince Alexander.She could have disregarded his opinions and
done whatever she wanted, but she understood where he was coming from.

He loved her, so he cared so much about her safety.He was just as worried as she was
when his situation was uncertain back in Burnwken.She was emphatic because she
understood his feelings exactly.

“What will happen when you’'ve succeeded, and they don’t need you anymore?”

Alexander asked in return, anxious as he softly placed his hand on her belly.

“Plus, you’re pregnant now, so it'll be inconvenient for you to move around much.You
must be wary of many more things.How can | let you get involved in something so
dangerous?”

“If [had a choice, | wouldn’t do it either,” Lily said bluntly.
She was frank about not feeling the need to save the world by herself.She stuck her

tongue out and continued, “I don’t have a choice now since I’'m already involved in it,
no.velebook and it’s difficult to pull myself out of the situation as well.”




Without giving Alexander a chance to speak, she continued, “I think we shouldn’t be too
pessimistic about this.Perhaps they’re not as hideous as we think they are.”

“That’s because you don’t know what they’re capable of!”

Mike could not help but interrupt.

He had been a player in business for many years and had seen many things, including
the influences from the people of the dark side.He made his way through many
obstacles but was genuinely terrified of the organization, which he had no idea what
they were capable of.

Most importantly, he did not know where Nick was.

“‘Maybe!”

Lily did not argue with him and continued, “They’re in desperate need of me, an
insignificant person with no fame to help them now.I think they might not be that difficult
to deal with.

“Since they’re planning to use the vaccines to do something, why don’t we go along with
their plan and turn the tables around when the time is right? This could be a good
opportunity for us too.”

With her head tilted to one side, Lily was formulating a plan in her mind.

Then she looked at Mike before averting her gaze back to Alexander.

“l can produce the things they want according to their “needs” at least.”

It was obvious that Alexander was already convinced by her.

Hesitation was still evident in his gaze, but he was no longer as determined to stop her.

Lily tugged at his sleeve with both hands and swung it lightly while she softly said, “I
know you’ re worried about me, but have you thought of what the organization would do
if | reject them? “To such an organization, the best thing to do to someone without any
value is to destroy them!”

That stunned Alexander.
‘I won’t allow such a thing to happen!”
Subconsciously, his grip on her became firmer while his heart tightened.

Lily smiled and used his words against him.




“‘How can you promise that? Don’t tell me you’ll use your life and wealth to promise me
that.You’re well aware that | can do that too.But nothing in this world is absolute, so
regardless of my choice, the risk is there.Why don’t | choose an option where | have
more control over its consequences in that case?”
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of persuasion better than he did.

No matter how worried or anxious he was, he gave in after listening to her well-
reasoned explanation and analysis of the situation.He did, however, want her to stay in
touch with him at all times, and she had to give up immediately if she sensed any
danger, as her safety had to be her top priority.

As for Mike, he promised to keep her safe to the best of his abilities.

The three had reached an agreement before going their separate ways.

Alexander and Lily had their respective concerns, so they said nothing to each other on
the way home, their brows locked the entire journey.

When they arrived home, Lily was stunned when she noticed Olivia standing at the
door.

Olivia did not inform Lily that she was coming, nor did she wait inside the house.
Instead, she just stood outside and waited for Lily to return.

The car was nearby, so Olivia probably noticed they had returned and strode in their
direction.

“Stop the car,” Lily said.

When the car came to a halt, she opened the door immediately and exited the vehicle.
“What’'s up? You didn’t even call to tell me you were coming.”

Lily raised her hand to hold Olivia’s belly.

Seeing Olivia’s worried expression, she seemed to understand the reason behind her
look.




Just as Olivia was about to speak, Lily pulled her hand lightly and said, “Let’s head
inside first.”

The yard was not a great place to chat, and it was also chilly out here.
Olivia said nothing and just followed them into the house.
Soon after, Alexander left again.

It had been a long time since he left the company, and there were many matters he had
to settle.

He was even busier than Lily.

Lily got one of the maids to serve them two glasses of warm milk, then got the others to
disperse no.velebook to do their respective work.

Then she looked at Olivia and asked, “What’s wrong?”

Olivia held the glass of warm milk, but her face was pale while her fingers and lips
trembled lightly.

However, she said nothing.It looked like she was trying her best to calm herself down.
“Is it about Edward?”
Lily probed after some thought.

“Did he say anything to you after returning home? Did he notice you’ve already realized
it, or is he still pretending that nothing had happened?”

“He wants to file for a divorce.”
Olivia stopped Lily from guessing further.
Suddenly, she raised her head, and from her gaze, one could tell she was panicking.

Lily was stunned.

That was something she had not expected.

Her mind even went blank for a moment.

“What did you say?”




“He said he wanted to get a divorce with me, and he’s serious about it.I-| don’t know
what | should do.”

Olivia almost spilled the warm milk, so she hurriedly placed it back on the table.She
curled her legs as she hugged her knees to her chest.

However, she could not hold them right because of her belly, so she just stayed in that
awkward position, looking like a frightened rabbit that was cowering pitifully.

“Why did he bring that up all of a sudden? Did you guys get into a fight?”

Lily could not figure it out either.
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was controlling Edward or that he was just putting on a show, there was no need for him
to get a divorce.
It was not like he had a change of heart or found another lover.
Sure, he had fallen out with Alexander and Lily, but Olivia had always been loyal to him.
There was no need for him to treat Olivia this way.
Moreover, Olivia was now pregnant.

It was too heartless of Edward to treat her this way.

“Did you ask him why? What's with the sudden decision? Weren'’t you both just fine
yesterday?” Lily frowned, trying to figure out a reason for Edward’s behavior.

Olivia nodded fervently.

“Yeah, we were fine yesterday.He went out late at night, and | pretended | didn’t
notice.I'm always putting on a good act, so he probably hasn'’t realized it yet.Still, he
wants to get a divorce.l cried and begged him to stay.l even yelled at him, asking him
why.Other than insisting on the divorce, he said nothing else.l...”

She trailed off, unable to suppress her sadness anymore, which was evident in her
tone.Before she came here, Olivia spent along time trying to calm herself down.Her
eyes were swollen from the long hours of crying.She did not want to cry anymore but
could not hold it in.




When she saw Lily, she reminded herself not to cry and to be strong.
After all, crying was not a solution to any problem.

However, she could not control herself and got heartbroken whenever she thought of
this matter, and his no.velebook expression at the time he brought it up to her.

“‘Don’t cry!”

Lily took a piece of tissue and handed it to Olivia while she moved to sit nearer to the
latter.

Lily placed her hand on Olivia’s shoulders as a form of comfort, hoping to lend the girl
some confidence and strength in this dire moment.

“‘Don’t be afraid.Edward had done many things that are out of character recently, which
we can’t analyze from our standard perspectives.

Hence, why don’t you think of them as two different people instead of just one? “Would
you feel better that way?”

Lily wanted to comfort Olivia.

After all, they felt something was off about him but could not pinpoint it yet.

“Huh?”
Olivia was not crying anymore.
Instead, she looked at Lily with widened eyes, confused by what she said.

‘I mean, he’s been behaving strangely these days.I’'m sure you've noticed it as well.He
has been working for Alex and could even risk his life for Alex, taking bullets for him.

“But then he had suddenly turned on Alex and said such things.l don’t think that’s what
the old Edward, who had been loyal to his boss, would do.It’s either he was forced to do
so or that...he isn’t the person we used to know.”

Lily explained seriously, but Olivia shook her head.
“No, that’s not possible.l can still recognize my own husband, be it from the memories

we shared or his touches...”Her cheeks flushed red, and she continued, “l can assure
you he’s still the same Edward we know! It’s just that...he might've changed?”




“Even if he had changed, how could he have changed so drastically? I'd think it's either
because he was forced into doing this, or some kind of drug controlled him, and that he
had no idea about it.”

“What?”

Olivia was appalled.She was more afraid than she was upset now.

“You said that Edward is controlled by someone? By who?”

After some thought, Lily decided to tell Olivia the truth.

She had previously kept it from Olivia out of concern for her well-being.

If Lily continued to keep the situation from Olivia now that Edward wanted to file for
divorce, Olivia would only overthink the situation.

That might even be worse for her health, both mentally and physically.

“Liv, there’s one thing | haven'’t told you because you might be scared after learning
about it.”After a moment, Lily continued, “

There’s been an experiment recently dedicated to the study of substances that can
control a person’s mind and actions.”

Olivia widened her eyes in bewilderment and looked at Lily in disbelief.
“What experiment? Your experiment? Why don’t | know about it?”
She was obviously more emotional now.

Lily held one of Olivia’s hands while she picked up the glass of milk with another.

“‘Have some of this and calm down first.I’ tell you about it slowly.”



