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After Nathaniel finished speaking, he threw the apple core in his hand into the trash can.

Melanie looked at the expression on his face. It was full of indifference, no longer with the distressed
eyes like before. He was for real, and he wanted to break up with her.

After what he said, she did not need to act anymore. She took a deep breath and said, “Yes, | framed
her. What about it?

“If she hadn’t dodged, how could | have fallen and lost my child?” She clutched her lower abdomen,
“Even if it was my fault, the child is innocent, and the child is yours!”

Shaking his head, Nathaniel said, “l don’t care who the child belongs to. The child is indeed. innocent. |
didn’t intend to have him in the first place, and neither did you!”

Facing her wary eyes, Nathaniel looked up at the ceiling and let out a long sigh of relief, “Mel, you’re
seriously getting out of hand!”

“| asked someone to transfer all your hospital consultation records. You went to the hospital to prepare
for an abortion a while ago, didn’t you? If it weren’t for your inflammation, | think the child would have
died long ago, right?”

Melanie was stunned.

She never thought that Nathaniel would even find out. Isn’t the hospital information confidential? That
was why she avoided going to any random clinic at the time, though she had no idea he would still
discover this.

“Since we used to be lovers, I'll give you a little leeway. You can take my house, and I'll give you some
compensation. However, you’re no longer the director of MN Inc. If you want to stay in the company, go
ahead, but | won’t stop you if you want to leave. You have your own plans and ambitions, so | wish you a
bright future!”

Melanie panicked while he was saying those words.

In any case, she needed MN Inc.’s support if she wanted to participate in an annual competition, win
awards, or even excel in the industry! Without the company, she would not even be eligible to
participate.

“No, Nate! You can’t treat me like this!” She did not care that her IV was still attached and hurriedly sat
up, “I know | was wrong, but you know how much effort and price | paid for this new product? You can’t
do this to me!”



“At the very least, can | leave MN Inc. after the annual competition is over?” she asked eagerly. Looking
at her hand freed from the needle, Nathaniel said, “I didn’t ask you to leave the company. You don’t
have to go, but the director’s position...”

“If I'm no longer the director, how can | stay in the company? How would other employees see me? How
would the people in the lab see me? How can | participate in the annual competition?” She was almost
going nuts, “Nate, you can’t do this to me!”

“Mel, be reasonable. Why would you hold this position if it weren’t for the relationship between us?
What qualifications and abilities do you have? You’ve been sitting in this position for so long. MN Inc.
wants to recruit those capable of the position, but what about you? I've

offered my best to you, but you didn’t cherish it yourself. What else can | do?”
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Nathaniel could not feel the slightest pity for her now.

In retrospect, he should have suspected that she was trying to dispose of the baby and sent someone to
investigate, but he didn’t. He never knew that she wanted to abort the baby so early on.

Nathaniel even thought about their future and living a good life with her, but she was halfhearted,
making her worthless.

“I’'m nice enough not to ask you to leave MN Inc. Of course, the company will participate in the annual
competition, but it’ll be in the name of MN Inc., not you as a representative. You can only accept the
award as a representative, and that’s the best | can do.”

“No, no!” Melanie could not accept it.

She made a deal with herself for the competition and to bring herself to a higher level.

Her feelings and everything were on the table, and the bet was still on. How could she give up her
future?

“You can’t do this to me! You can’t take my credit. This new product is my achievement. It belongs to
me!” Melanie rushed toward Nathaniel. She was about to go crazy.

He moved the wheelchair back to avoid her. Nathaniel looked at her coldly and only felt that the woman
in front of him was becoming insane. She used to be charming and cute, but what happened to that? He
felt regretful and disappointed.

“Take the credit?” He sneered, “Mel, don’t forget about how you took the credit that belonged to Lily in
the first place. Since you’re saying that the new product is yours this time, let me ask. you. Did you write
the formula? Was the inspiration yours as well? Did you even prepare anything in the laboratory? What
else did you do besides exchanging your body for the formula? What qualifications do you have to say
that it’s your product?”

“From raw materials to experiments, the company paid the funds and costs. | can only let you accept the
award as a representative. This is already in the past. If you're still ignorant, don’t blame me for being
ruthless! “”

Melanie did not expect that he could be so heartless. She suddenly began to laugh and burst into tears,
“Nate, why are you even trying to reason with me and make yourself sound so righteous? Were you not
part of the plan to settle things with Lily? Now you regret it? You miss your ex-lover and want to break
all ties with me?

“It’s none of Lily’s business.”



Indeed, he regretted it and wanted to get back with Lily. He wanted to return to her, but even without
Lily, it would be impossible to save Nathaniel and Melanie’s relationship.

Thinking about that time with Frank and her kneeling in front of him made Nathaniel’s stomach flip. Her
felt so disgusted with her that he would even lose his appetite.

The more he said that, the more Melanie felt it was because of Lily.

She grabbed her hands tightly on the hospital bed, and the blood on her hands dripped down, Nate, do
you think Lily will still be with you? Go and find out for yourself. She had already

reached the top of the ladder at La Beauté Group. Do you think she’ll still think about you? It’s
ridiculous!”

“Stop with the nonsense!” Nathaniel said coldly.

He might have believed Melanie before, but since leaving MN Inc, things have gone pretty smoothly for
Lily. However, now that Lily has support from the Lodge family, Lily did not need another sponsor.
“Don’t you know how to verify? Go and check it out. Do you think I’'m nasty? How many graceful people
do you think there are in this circle? At least I’'m genuine! Lily, on the other hand?” She laughed
mockingly, laughing at his self-righteousness.
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“l can tell you're not feeling too well after your surgery, so I'll stop arguing with you now.”

After turning the wheelchair around, Nathaniel continued, “I have to head back and rest. I'll arrange for
someone to take care of you. As for going home, let’s discuss it when you’re ready to be discharged.”

At that point, there was nothing left to say. In addition to Lily, he also needed to consider maximizing
the company’s interests. It was inappropriate for Melanie to hold onto her position for a long time.

Lily quickly hopped into the shower when she got home. She felt like bad luck had assaulted her from
every corner today.

Melanie was no threat to her, but the whole thing had been frustrating. Lily had not expected Melanie
to use her pregnancy to frame someone. Melanie was far more vicious than she had imagined.

When Lily got out of the shower, she saw that she had a missed call from someone named “Grumpy
Craftsman.”

She pursed her lips and thought that something must have happened. She pressed the redial button and
waited for a moment. Finally, someone answered, and she said in a low voice, “Hello?”

“Good employees don’t skip work. Aren’t you afraid that your boss will fire you?” Lily said mockingly.
Judging by how he had acted earlier, he should be pretty afraid of his boss, so he would not skip work
for no reason. However, the man on the phone was irritated and did not seem to be in a joking mood.

His voice was still low as he replied, “I don’t want to do it anymore. Find someone else.”

After that, he wanted to hang up, but Lily shockingly replied, ” Wait! Why won’t you do it? Didn’t you
already agree to the job? Are you not satisfied with the payment? What’s the problem?”

“It’s nothing. | just don’t want to do it. Find someone else.”



“What do you mean?!” Lily was pretty upset. “Do you understand the spirit of a contract? You can’t back
out after you’ve agreed to it! ” After a pause, she asked, “Are you facing any difficulties?”

“No.” The line went silent for a moment before he added, “I’'m sorry.” Then he hung up the phone. Lily
redialed his number, but he did not pick up.

Lily was upset. ‘What’s going on today? Why is everything going in the wrong direction? This is getting
really annoying.’

Lily was irritated and had to find a way to vent. She changed and went straight to the laboratory. Once
she got there, she went straight to her private lab.

Since the start of the new project, Lily has had a separate lab. Olivia and herself would be there most of
the time. Their newest product had been a success, so the two had gone on a short vacation. That was

why the lab was locked all the time.

When Lily stormed into the room, she accidentally locked the door from the inside. No one knew what
was happening, and they just stared at each other in silence.

Soon after, Jenny got word of Lily’s arrival and rushed to the lab.
She stood outside and knocked on the door. “Lily, it's Jenny.”

There was no response, but faint tinkling sounds of equipment echoed. Was Lily in the middle of an
experiment? There had been no news about any new projects.

“Lily, are you making a new product? Do you need help? Do you want me to call Olivia?” Jenny asked
after knocking on the door again.

Nobody responded, and the people outside asked, “Do you think something happened inside?”
“Nonsense. Lily is just developing a new product. Are you guys finished with your work? Have you
completed all your tasks for this quarter? Everyone should have at least one new product. Will you be
able to complete the assignment?” Jenny sounded quite intimidating as she questioned the staff.
After getting an earful, the staff went straight to their respective labs and continued their work
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Jenny, standing outside the door, was worried, so she decided to call Olivia. “Has Lily mentioned
anything to you about new products?”



“No. What’s wrong?” After leaving the hospital, Olivia went shopping for groceries before heading home
and cleaning the house. The vacuum cleaner was rumbling in the background, and she could not hear
Jenny too well.

“Lily went into the lab and locked herself inside. | tried to talk to her, but she ignored me. | don’t think
she’s in a good state. I'm a little worried.”

Upon hearing this, Olivia was stunned and quickly turned off the vacuum cleaner. She subconsciously
mumbled, “Is it because of what happened today? She looked okay when she left earlier, though.”

Jenny was curious. “What happened today?”

“Long story. Lily is in the lab, right? I'll go checkin on her.” Olivia quickly put aside her things, took off
her apron, washed her hands, and hurried to the lab.

There was no response from inside the lab. Helpless, Jenny could only sit on the sofa outside and wait.
When office hours were over, the staff left one after another. Jenny had sat there for about an hour
before Olivia arrived on the scene, panting heavily.

“Is she still inside?”
Jenny pouted in the direction of the laboratory. Olivia nodded and

ran over to knock on the door. “Lily, It’s Olivia. Please open the door. What are you doing inside? Let me
come and help you. Lily—"

Before Olivia finished speaking, the lab door swung open, accompanied by a horrid smell. Olivia was the
first to bear the brunt. She was stunned for a moment before she started to cough uncontrollably. She
could barely stop.

Jenny raised her head when she heard the door opening, but before getting close, she was
overwhelmed by the strong scent and started coughing as well. “W-What’s that smell?” Both of them
were practically choking, but Lily seemed unaffected. She just looked at them and said, “Were you guys
looking for me?”

There was silence from Jenny and Olivia. They had knocked on the door while calling on to her
repeatedly. Was Lily unaware?

Even if they wanted to reply, they could not stop their coughing fits and could barely say a word.

“I'm sorry. | forgot to turn on the ventilation,” Lily said. She turned to the side and flipped on the fan
inside the room. The wind quickly took away the smell.

When she regained control over herself, Olivia wiped the tears from the corners of her eyes and looked
around. “Lily, what were you doing in here? What was that pungent smell?”



“It’s nothing. | wanted to try mixing some of the most intense and strong scents.” As Lily walked out of
the lab, she seemed pretty gloomy. Today’s events had left her in a somber mood.

So what do you get when you mix all the bad stuff?
In the field of perfumery, sometimes, one would require making

bold attempts. Lily had closed the door and immersed herself in what she was doing. She had paid little
attention to whatever was happening outside the door.

“You could’ve died in there!” Jenny said as she coughed again. ” This idea of yours is a little too bold.”

“I think the effects were pretty good. | kept a few samples and will wait for the results to come out.” Lily
said in a serious tone as she pulled off her gloves.



