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Chapter 355

“Truly, I'm okay,” Lily said helplessly, “Do you want me to get out of bed and turn around so you can see
that I’'m all right?” She was about to lift the blanket and get up when Alexander pressed her down onto
the bed.

He said disapprovingly, “Don’t be naughty.”

The word naughty was supposed to be for a child. Lily nodded, “ Don’t worry. I’'m genuinely fine, but you
don’t believe me.”

‘T was at ease before this, but now | can’t help but worry about you,” Alexander sighed and continued,
“How did you provoke them?”

After some thought, Lily said, “l don’t know who they were. Only when Frank appeared later did | realize
this was all because of him.”

“That name sounds familiar.” Alexander had never met Frank before. He heard Lily mention him a few
times but felt that he was unimportant and did not take it to heart. He felt a little familiarity when he
heard Lily mention him again.

“Mel and Nate invited him to help them once, but he wasn’t a company employee, and | don’t know
their relationship. However, | am certain that Frank is targeting me.”

“That is to say. This is all because of Mr. Hall again?” Alexander furrowed his eyebrows angrily.
Lily noticed his anger and cupped his cheeks with both hands. She looked into Alexander’s eyes and
shook her head, “Not really. It might be Melanie’s intention, or it might be Frank’s instead. He seems to

be interested in me.”

Alexander narrowed his eyes when he heard her last sentence, “

What did you mean when you said he’s interested in you? How come 1 didn’t know about this?”

“Oh, it’s just a small matter. Frank wanted to molest me before, but he failed. | even taught him a
lesson, so | don’t know if the incident this time is related or not. It might also be related to the perfume
sampling conference.



“After all, Melanie also advanced into the final round. They could be lovers since | heard both of them
are in a relationship.” Lily tilted her head and was deep in thought. All of these were just her
speculations. After all, she did not get an answer when she asked Frank.

That lunatic did not say anything except shout non-stop that he wanted to sleep with her. After that, the
police arrived before she managed to get an answer. It was unbelievable. In the movies, the police
would only arrive after everything had come to an end. It would seem that the police were efficient this
time.

“Regardless of the reason, | will not let him live!” Alexander’s whole body emitted a dangerous
demeanor as he said so. He was like an enraged beast who would bite off the enemy’s neck the next
instant.

Lily could feel his anger, and it made her tremble. It was not because of fear but because she was
touched and felt warmth. Alexander’s anger showed that he cared about his wife. He was outraged
because someone had hurt Lily.

“The police have already caught Frank. He was the mastermind behind the kidnapping, colluded with
internationally wanted criminals, and took drugs. These crimes would guarantee him a bad life. You
don’t need to take action, Alex,” Lily gently held his hand and continued, “He’s not worth your time.”

Alexander’s fingers were slender. Although there were thin calluses on his fingertip and joints, it did not
affect the perfect proportion of his hand. Those were a pair of hands that could significantly impact the
business world and determine its direction. It was not worth it to be stained with the blood of such
people.

“What about the drugs?” Alexander was shocked.

“What do you want to know about it?”
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If she were to tell Alexander that Frank had planned to inject her with drugs, it was likely she would be
unable to stop Alexander from killing Frank. Lily said, after some thought, “I heard the kidnappers talking
about it when | woke up. Oh, right, they seem to have somewhere they held me hostage. The police

should have confiscated them as evidence.”

Alexander listened to her quietly. Although he did not say anything, his hand holding her clenched
tighter over time, showing his nervousness.

‘The kidnappers had drugs there? What if she accidentally touched it, or worse, what if they used it on
her?!” He dared not think further!

“Let’s go home,” Alexander emphasized. He wanted to take her home since he could no longer allow Lily
to stayin such a

dangerous place. When he thought of the consequences if the rescue was late or if he had not flown
over and rushed to her side, he would likely blame himself for everything.



Lily obediently leaned on his shoulder but sat straight when she heard his words, “No way! | still have
the last round of the competition to participate in.”

“You don’t need to go,” Alexander said without hesitation. The competition, the prize, and everything
else were of no importance. Alexander only wanted Lily to be safe and sound.

“B-But...” Lily was speechless. However, she could understand her husband’s feelings. She knew he was
saying this because he was too worried about her.

She sighed softly and did not go against his wishes. Instead, she lowered her eyes and feigned

disappointment, “Oh well, | guess 1

won’t participate then. Even though I've prepared well for the competition and am confident in winning,
it doesn’t matter. Rebirth and Giselle will be disappointed, but that doesn’t matter. Nothing is more
important to me than you.

“No one would dare argue with you as long as you say something. It doesn’t matter how my colleagues
will view me. At worst, | can stay home and be a housewife. Then | can go to the spa, shop, have fun,

and live an easy life,” even though that was what she said, Alexander could see the reluctance and
unwillingness on Lily’s face.

Alexander knew she said these things on purpose. He understood Lily’s dreams and aspirations, so he
supported her wholeheartedly all this time. However, he had the intention of withdrawing his support
just now.

He looked at Lily’s pretty face. Although she said she was willing to respect his wishes, Alexander
noticed the unwillingness in her expression. If he agreed with Lily, she would likely wilt like a flower with
no sun and rain.

Alexander sighed in resignation, “Fine. You can go if you want to, but you must promise me you will pay
attention to your safety.

Your safety must be a priority. There is nothing more important than you and your life.”
“I know. You’re the best.” Lily planted a kiss on Alexander’s cheek and smiled.
Alexander shook his head, “That’s it?”

“What?”

Alexander put his hand behind Lily’s head as he leaned forward to kiss her, “l want it like this.”



Their soft lips touched, and Lily’s sweet scent filled Alexander’s nose. He could only feel at ease this way.
Although Lily did not

suffer any harm, Alexander could not bear it even at the slightest possibility.
Alexander closed his eyes and hugged her tighter.
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Alexander had suppressed the news about Lily’s kidnapping as much as possible. The domestic media
had not reported it, but there was news in Westwood. The people in the industry, ’ especially those who
participated in the perfume sampling conference, knew about it.

Lisa was distraught. She would have run over to see Lily, but it was already late at night, and her father
stopped her from going.

Giselle was the most confused person in the whole event. She was one of the kidnapped people but
slept throughout the whole incident. She did not know what had happened and only learned about the
situation after the doctor examined her.

She was still very uncertain about it after watching the news. She asked Lily repeatedly, “Is what the
news says true? Is it true? I— no, | mean, we got kidnapped?” She gasped when she saw Lily nodding
affirmatively. Her mouth was so wide open that a whole apple could fit inside. “How come | don’t know
about it at all?!”

“You got drugged and were unconscious the whole time, so it’s normal if you did not know about it.” Lily
paused for a moment. She feared her words were too harsh for Giselle and added, “The drugs were very
high dosage.”

“You said we got exposed to the drugs since we got into the car. Was it in the air freshener?” Giselle
asked again after some thought.

Lily nodded and replied, “They only intended to kidnap me, but because you insisted on following, they
kidnapped you too. I'm sorry for implicating you,” Lily felt sorry from the bottom of her heart, as Giselle
had become a victim of kidnapping because of her.

“That’s not the problem. How come you’re okay?” Giselle did not
mind the reason she had gotten kidnapped. What puzzled her was that she did not feel like she had

participated in the whole incident. She only felt like she had a very long sleep.

“I-1...” Alexander had asked her this question yesterday. She coughed and said, “You know I’'m a
perfumer myself, so I'm sensitive to scents. | held my breath when | noticed something was wrong. | still
got drugged, but | probably had a little immunity against it as I'd gotten used to certain smells. That’s



why | regained consciousness quicker than you did. You don’t need to be overly concerned about this.
What is important is that we are fine now.”

Giselle did not say anything but thought for a moment more. Then she asked, “Why did they kidnap
you?”

“Maybe they don’t want me to participate in the final round. Of course, it may also be for other reasons.
I’'m not too sure. We'll have to wait for the investigation results,” Lily said.

She did not want Giselle to continue asking about this matter, so she deliberately changed the subject,
“Anyway, the police have caught the bad guys, and we’re safe. That’s something we should be grateful
for. We arc about to enter the final round but still don’t know the theme. Are you not nervous?” Lily
deliberately showed a nervous look to divert Giselle’s attention.

Sure enough, Giselle stopped thinking about the kidnapping when she saw that Lily was agitated. She
comforted Lily, “You don’t have to be too nervous since this is the last round. | have full confidence in
you now.

“Also, didn’t the kidnapping further prove your capabilities since they did it to prevent you from
participating? Besides, the company didn’t have a strict requirement for the final result.

We're already doing well enough since we entered the final round and got a good ranking. Relax.”

Giselle seemed to think of something else, saying, “By the way, if that person didn’t want you to
participate in the finals, then that person is likely a contestant who got into the final round. Even if that
isn’t so, that person must have some relationship with the contestant. That's a critical point. Did you tell
the police to check on this?”
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Lily turned to look out the window, unable to continue the conversation. A while later, they arrived at
the venue where the final round of the competition would be held. Lily wore a tailored suit, so it would
be easier tor her to move around.

Lily was not nervous about the competition anymore. Maybe the sudden kidnapping had relieved her of
her tension. Compared to the competition, she was more worried about her health now.

Recently, she realized that her body was becoming different, like something hidden inside her had been
unlocked. That hidden pow er within her threatened to break free, especially after being kidnapped. She
wondered if it was because her mind was not focused on her work these days or if it happened because
she left Nathaniel and MN Inc.

She grew up with the influence of the Lodge family, and she learned some combat skills from them.
Although she was not considered exceptionally talented back there, her abilities were enough to fight
off those who had never received proper training.



However, it was easy for her to defend herself against those three internationally wanted criminals, and
that was not something she should have been able to do. The occurrence puzzled her, but she had no
time now to search for the answer.

Maybe because of the kidnapping incident, everyone’s attention was on her when she stepped into the
venue.

Since Giselle was Lily’s assistant, she could not enter the competition hall and could only wail outside.
Upon entering the venue, Lily straightened her back and walked over to her seat before she glanced
around her surroundings.

Everyone had a certain level of skills to enter the final round of the competition. Other than Lily and
Melanie, none of the other participants were from Hyderland.

There was a reason why Frank, or rather perfumers from other countries, looked down on the people of
Hyderland. Despite being such avast nation, there were relatively few renowned perfumers from
Hyderland.

Although a few were quite talented in this field, their skills were nothing compared to the other
perfumers at the international level. Those who made a name for themselves in the industry either
migrated or joined the research labs of a foreign country, causing a loss in the pool of talent in
Hyderland.

This made Lily uncomfortable. She would not say that she was an extremely patriotic person. Still, her
emotions of being a representative of Hyderland would flow naturally when she was in a foreign place,
facing all the I'r.fAmiliar faces when she had the looks of a Hyderland woman Sil “ was here to represent
Hyderland in the competition. She felt she 1 jS p< rtly responsible for how Hyderland was looked down
up?n

She must win today’s competition to prove everyone wrong!

However, she did not see Melanie anywhere in the hall. Initially, she thought they would be engaged in
a heated argument again today, with Melanie insulting her in any way she could. That was something
Melanie would do for sure, but it was surprising to Lily that she was nowhere in sight.

Melanie was not late for the competition, but she did not have the chance to come. That was because a
group of police officers stopped her at her doorstep. At that moment, she was about to leave home in
extravagant attire, hoping to gain fame and glory by winning the competition.
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“What’s going on?” The sight of the police officers made Melanie anxious.

She had heard about Lily’s kidnapping, but the authorities never revealed the kidnappers. After

watching all the news and reading all the articles, she only learned that three internationally wanted
criminals kidnaped Lily. The reason for the kidnap was not explained either.



Melanie thought it was quite a pity that Lily was not killed during the abduction. Even if she was not
dead, Melanie wished she would only be rescued later in time. That way, Lily would not be able to
participate in the final round of the competition.

However, Lily was lucky. She was rescued, safe and sound. It was aggravating to Melanie when she
heard that! Moreover, she could not get in touch with Frank, which made her even more anxious
because she had a feeling that Frank was involved in Lily’s kidnapping.

It did not matter to Melanie if Frank was involved, though. Recently, she realized Frank was getting less
reliable, and there were not many benefits she could get from him anymore.

Back then, she thought that she would be able to be an internationally recognized perfumer and form
connections with other renowned perfumers as long as she got on Frank’s good side. When she arrived
in West wood, she realized that Frank’s reputation was terrible here, and it was lough for him even to
make a name for himself. That was why he went to other countries to scam people. Knowing that, how
could Frank be her shortcut to success?

After thinking things through, she planned to get rid of Frank and

find someone else to rely on. According to her observation, Wesley was the best choice for her. He was
old and had the status and reputation Melanie had dreamt of. Besides, he was an actual top perfumer,
and Melanie believed that her future would be limitless if she could form a connection with Wesley.

Hence, she spent more time dolling herself up before leaving for the competition venue, hoping to
attract Wesley’s attention. If she managed to do that, losing the competition would be nothing to her
because she would still be the winner in the long run!

However, she did not expect to get stopped by the police at her doorstep.

“Are you Ms. Melanie Thayer?” One of the police officers asked as he displayed his credentials. “You're
suspected of being involved in a kidnapping case. Please come with us to the police station to help with
the investigation. You may choose to stay silent, but anything you say may be used against you in the
court of law.”

Melanie’s mind went blank instantly. “No! | have a competition to attend! It’s very important to me! You
guys must’ve been mistaken. I've been staying in the hotel for the past few days, so how could | be

involved in any kidnapping case? Who could 1 possibly kidnap? Oh, is it Lily? Did she tell you that | did
it?”

Taking a few steps back, she exclaimed everything that came to her mind, “Let me tell you this, she
hates me and is framing me! | did not do it! Please let me go so | can join the competition, okay? It's
important to me, so | beg you to let me leave! Even if you need me to come with you, that’ll need to
wait till the competition is over!”



When the police mentioned the kidnapping case, she could guess it was Lily’s case. She did not
understand why the police looked for her when this had nothing to do with her at all!

Although she did drop hints and had given ideas to Frank, she had not thought of a solid plan. This time,
it really had nothing to do with her!

“Sorry, you must come with us now!” Her hands got cuffed, and her objection was unheard. She had no
choice but to obey.

“No! No...”
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Melanie wanted to say something else but could not disobey them. With that, she was brought to the
police station right before the final round of the competition.

The final round had begun, but the challenge had not yet been revealed. Instead, a group of ladies, each
with a tray in their hands and a smile on their faces, came in from one side of the hall.

All the participants were puzzled about the situation. The ladies had set the trays in front of them, and
the lids were lifted simultaneously. On the tray, there were two bottles of perfume that looked identical.
The only difference was the labels on the bottles.

The invigilator spoke. “Everyone, please stay silent. First, congratulations on making it to the final round
of the competition. Being in this round proves that all of you are the cream of the crop in the perfumery
industry. However, there’s still a long way before you can become a top perfumer in Westwood. Today,
we’ll have the final round of the competition. We hope all of you can be serious and put in your best
effort!”

After a pause, he continued, “You have two perfume bottles in front of you. The task is the same for
everyone. Mr. Parker produced one of the fragrances, and the other is from a middle-tier perfumer. You
must identify the ingredients and evaluate the perfume’s relative merits and flaws.

“Use the paper and pen in front of you to jot down the information. Whoever has the most questions
answered correctly will be declared the winner. If more than one player has the same score, the player
who completed the challenge in less time will be

declared the winner.”

Then, he picked up his timer. “The competition begins now!”

Almost everyone picked up the two bottles simultaneously, but they were not in a rush to open them.
After all, they were all professionals. They started by observing the perfume and tried to get a whiff



through its bottle before opening its lid, allowing the scent to fill their noses up slowly. Lastly, they
sprayed a little of it on their wrist to find out the base notes of the perfumes.

That was what everyone did, but Lily started by looking at the labels first. She could see the labels of the
bottles on other participants’ tables as well, and they were identical. The perfumes were already labeled
with the names of the mid-tier perfumer and Wesley.

It was rare to find competitions that tell you the answers right away. Usually, they would cover the
names or choose not to reveal the perfumers’ creators to the participants. That was done to avoid
affecting the participants’ judgment in identifying the characteristics of the perfumes.

After all, it was tough to become the cream of the crop in the perfumery industry. Hence, novice
perfumers tended to admire masters in the field strongly. Some admired the top perfumers, while
others wanted to defeat them, so it was customary for people to have intense emotions.

The invigilator had told them upfront that one of the perfumes was created by a mid -tier perfumer
while Wesley created the other. Besides, the bottles were labeled with their names as well. This would
affect the participants’ judgment to a certain extent.

Lily looked up at the invigilator. He was watching over the participants seriously, appearing to be
someone who would be fair and square. Then, she looked at Melanie’s seat again. It was still empty. She
really did not come to the competition.

After thinking for some time, Lily put one of the bottles near her nose and took a sniff. A faint scent of
fragrance filled her senses up.



