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Chapter 101 James Knows Uncle Alvin  

My phone bed. All of them were text messages wishing me a Happy New Year.  

han: “Happy New Year.”  

Benjamin: “bory, hope you become more beautiful, happier, and say goodbye to all your
 troubles!  

James: “Twy, Happy New Year”  

Le “Mr. Payne, Happy New Year. Thank you for letting 
me go home. My dad fell ill a few days ago. Luckily, I was able to send him to the hospit
al in time.”  

I repled to Le first “Happy New Year. You 
don’t have to return to work so quickly. I’ll be abroad for two years after the New Year. Y
ou can continue looking after your dad and come back to drive my dad around in betwe
en Your salary will be the same.”  

Then, opened the girls‘ groupchat.  

Jean was like a fool as she kept giving us money via Venmo, while Natalie spammed th
e chat with fireworks stickers.  

Only Olivia was accepting the money, atter which she tested, “You’re awesome, Ms. De
an!” and “Nat, Venmo some money to me tool”  

I took a video of the fireworks outside and sent it to the group chat. “Happy New Year, gi
rls.”  

All three of them were in Alton City, so they naturally saw the fireworks outside. Each of 
them took a video of the fireworks and sent it to the group chat as well, making it feel lik
e we were watching the fireworks together.  

After knowing that I was spending the New Year at home this year, jean was very excite
d. She texted, “You did well! I’m happy. Here, take this!” Then, she sent me6,666 dolus
.  

Taccepted the money without hesitation.  

Then, I told them my plan to leave the country. They were sad to hear that, but consideri
ng that Rowan still didn? Olivia sent me money to show their support.  



Ho divorce me, they supported my decision. Natalie and  

After chatting with them for some time, I replied to the rest of the messages Treceived, f
alon sent my wishes to Paula and George.  

The affection and closeness that I felt for my in–
laws had vanished completely after learning about Sophie. I felt like thad been used.  

Although I married Rowan out of my own will, I never wanted to spend five years thing li
ke a widow. I was a tool to be clueless about why Rowan treated me the way he did. 
I w really laughable  

However, George and Padda had always sided with me, su i still had to maintain basic 
courtesy. After all, I still hadn’t divorced Rowan.  

Soon, George and Paula replied to my message. They also sent a huge sum of money t
o me via Venmp, but I didn’t accept i  

At this mount, I received text from Rowan.  

“Happy New Year”  

He also gave money to me.  

This was the first time he wished me a Happy New Year. In the past, had always been t
he one to wish him at midnight.  

Did he have some kind of delay mechanism? Otherwise, why did he talué so long to res
pond to another person’s mitvtrve?  

Lignored his messages and money, just like how he had ignored me countless times.  

sty instinct told me to check instagram. As expected, I saw Ashley’s new post. It was a 
screenshot of a Venmo transaction that toned to 999,999 dollars. The person’s name an
d profile picture en Venmo had been crapped out.  

Ashley’s caption was “Happy New Year. I hope we can celebrate the New Year with yo
u every your.”  

The person who gave Ashley the money was most probably Rowan. I thought I was rath
er calm, but when I saw the post, my heart still ached.  

I didn’t think that Rowan would be so sentimental just to make Ashley happy.  



He said he would deal with Ashley, but at the same time, they were being lovey–
dovey. I thought it was ironic. If thad promised him to start over, wouldn’t be fool again n
ow?  

Just as I was feeling upset, Ashley sent me a message. “vory, Happy New Year. I hope 
you find true happiness during the festive season.”  

I knew she just wanted to cleme up, so I replied, “Thank you, I will I’ll be moving abroa
d after the holidays, but Howan still doesn’t want to divorce me. That’s why we have to 
be separated for two pries. You have to do your best in the meantime!”  

I quickly took a screenshot of the wish and money flowan sent me just now and sent it t
o Ashley. I also reminded her, “Ask Rowan to stop bothering me. Unlike you, I don’t lack
 money.”  

1 Ashley typing, but then she stopped. A few seconds later, she started typing again. S
he was probably too angered by me to figure out what to ceph.  

Twasn’t in the mood to argue with her on the New Tear, so after watching the fireworks 
for a while, returned to my room to sleep.  

The next morning, we woken up by Mom. We were visiting Uncle Alvin baday.  

Thadanther aunt, but she lived further away with her husband. Even so, Dad and Mom 
would bring us to visit her during the festive season  

Everyone was busy on the usual days and would only call each other occasionally, so it
 was nice to gather. Holidays were the time when family bonds were strongest, and Tenj
oyed being in this atmosphere  

“Uncle Alvin, Aunt Selena, Happy New Year!” greeted cheerily as soon as we arrived at 
my uncle’s house  

“Ivy,you guys here! Happy New Year! Come in,” Aunt Selena warmly welcomed  

The home was cry. On the sophisticated oak table were fruit bowls, peanuts, sunflower 
seeds, and candy in colorful wrapper. I sat on the couch and munched on some an whil
e listening to my parents and uncle chat over tea  

Just then, someone pressed the doorbell Uncle Alvin went to open the door, after which 
I heard James‘ wolce. “Mr. Sadler, Happy New Year!”  

“Mr.Dans, Happy New Year! Come Uncle Alvin was pleasantly surprbed  

I war bed in a door as James sat down opposite me. He grinned at me. “vy, Happy New 
Year,”  



Chapter 101 James Know Uncle Alm  

“james replied warmly.  

“I think he’s.. Jean’s  

1’s elder b brother, right? 1 think I met him a few years ago,” Mom said after studying Ja
mes for a few seconds.  

“Yes. Happy New Year, Mr. and Mrs. Sadler. I’m James Dane, Jean’s elder brother. I’ve
 been working abroad for the past few years and just returned, ”  

“I’ve collaborated with Mr. Sadler a few times abroad, I heard that he was back in the co
untry for the New Year, so I decided to try my luck and pay him a visit.”  

James actually worked with my uncle before? 1 recalled them both being in stormland a
fter thinking about it for a few minutes.  

Dad said with a smile, “chisee. Mr. Dane is already so accomplished at such a young ag
e. I heard that you’ve done wonders with the Danes branch company abroad. Why did y
ou come back this time?”  

Hearing this question, I quickly lowered my head. Jean was really a loudmouth!  

James 
glanced at me before saying, “I’ve been abroad for a long time and miss home. Moreov
er, I’m in my 30s now and still single. My parents are urging me to settle down.”  

My parents exchanged a look of understanding, I didn’t want to find out what they were t
hinlong about.  

My phone rang in a timely manner, and I walked away quickly to answer it. It was fean. “
Hey, has my brother arri  

“Seriously? You told him?” I really wanted to smack Jean  

“I just casually mentioned that you would be paying your uncle a visit. How was I suppo
sed to fusow that James knew him well? Jean acted innocent.  

Iknew it couldn’t be a coincidence. Jean was playing matchmaker again.  
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Chapter 102 Altercation  

ராட ‘ After hanging up the phone, I didn’t want to go to the Eving room.  



decorations were everywhere, and a few kids were having fun with firecrackers Isack ou
t and started wandering in the neighborhood. New Year Unwittingly, I had walked throug
h the gates of the community. I was strolling around aimlessly like a vagabond on the str
eet. Suddenly, Inoticed Rowan’s car parked at an intersection ahead of me Why was he
 here? Could he be looking me?  

Telt slightly unsettled, but soon, I realized that I was overthinking. It was because  

the front passenger door being opened and Ashley stepping out.  

Rowan also got 
down from the driver’s seat. Both of them said something to each other before returning 
to the car. Then, the car began driving toward me,  

The momentRowan spotted me, he stepped on the brakes. He got down quickly and wa
lked around the front of the car to me. There was a frown on his beautiful face, and I did
n’t  

was because of Ashleyer nr.  

Happy New Year.” 1miled calmly.  

“Yeah,” Rowan responded. He asked, “When are you returning Windwill Estate?  

Behind him, Ashley rolled down the window and observed us uneasily. Weird, Didn’t A
shley tell him that I planned to go abroad after the New Year?  

But that made sense. Considering Rowan’s indecisiveness nowadays, it he knew that I 
was going abroad, Ashley might get unpleasant surprises. She wouldn’t bring this on h
erwell  

It would be better to act first without telling han. By that time, I would already be in anoth
er country, so what else could he do?  

Teyed Ashley before saying calmly, “Depends. Don’t worry about me, just take another.”
 So, theveloped on New Year’s Day?  

“She” Rowan tumed to look at Ashley. Seeing that Ashley was also looking at him, his t
one became stud “We take her home first”  

“Ivory, don’t misunderstand, Ashley said sincerely. “I sneaked out alone while my pants 
were visiting others. They misunderstood and thought Mr. Payne encouraged me to sne
akout, so they went to trouble him. That’s why he came to find me and is taking me ho
me.”  



Tak, Taking 
the blame considerately again. Ashley wished to maintain her image of a kind and inno
cent girl in front of Howa  

Tamirked. “Soc. Hurry back.”  

“Goodbye, Ivory.” Ashley waved at me  

I pretended not 
to have noticed it and tuned to walk away. I strolled around until I was tired before going
 back to Uncle Alvin’s house James was about to leave, and Iwas sently delighted abou
t my perfect timing  

Unexpectedly, Dad said, “w, Jean wants you to visit her. You might as well leave with M
r. Dan member to buy some gas and don’t go empty–handed”  

“Dad, aren’t we going to Aunt Roxy’s place?” I was shocked.  

“I will go with Uncle Alvin and the rest. It’s far so the journey will be tiring. Go and 
hang out at Jean’s house. We’ll be back tomorrow or the day after. Take care of yoursel
f for the next couple of days.”  

Dod was really going too far. He 
was asking me to try over at someone else’s place on the New Year. Were they serious
? Even though Jean was my best friend, it was still rude!  

James smiled and waved at me warmly. “Let’s go, Ivy”  

“Dad, Mom, I miss Aunt Roxy want to wish her.” didn’t want to go. It was obvious what 
my parents wanted to do.  

They were so reckless. I was still marad, but they were already looking for their next son
–in–
law. They didn’t care about how I felt at all. What about the respect they promised me?  

Mom said, “If you go, there would be another mouth to feed Aunt Boxy can’t be bothere
d to cook. Let’s go.”  

“Come on now” And Selena held Mom’s arm and walked out of the door first.  

If I remembered correctly, ever since Aunt Roxy married Uncle tw, she had stopped wor
king and became a null–
time housewife. Her favecite hobby was cooking, and she lived a simple and carefreelife
.  



Aunt Rory, who had great colinary skills, couldn’t be bothered to cook for me when went
 to visit her? I like Mom was insulting my intelligen  

But these people didn’t care about me. They got in 
the car and sped down the decorated streets of the neighborhood.  

“Is it because of me that you don’t want to visit is?” Janes said with some disappointme
nt behind me  

No, not at all I just think the New Year is not a good time to hang out at your place.” Ish
ook my hand.  

James similed. “‘s tradition to visit others on the New Year, What’s wrong with that? Fin
e, Igre up  

James‘ car was parked outside, so I chatted with him 
while we walked there, just as I was about to get in his car, Theard a horn from across t
he street and turned to look. Why was Rowan back?  

Rowan got down from the car with a 
grim expression on his face and strode over to me. When James sa Rowan, his smile di
sappeared.  

“Rowan!” I sensed that something was wrong and immediately stepped forward to stop 
Rowan.  

“Move “Rowan looked down at me. There was angen in his par.  

“What are you trying to do?” I didn’t move away and even grabbed his clothes.  

James just had to add fuel to the fine. He clearly knew that I was stopping Roman from 
coming ever, but he still stepped forward. “We meet again, Rowan.”  

Rowan already had a bad temper in the first place, and now with James‘ provocative bo
ne, Rowan was ready to start a tight. Even though I was five 
feet six inches tall, facing these Two tall men, Thad no adwentage at all. Moreover, I wa
s skinny and could easily be squished  

“Come on! I’ve been wanting to hit you for a long umil“, James got angry as well.  

He had already started calling Bown a bad guy hears ago in front of me without scruples
 and had always been hostile town.  

Seeing that the two of them were really about to fight, Lanxiously tried to stop them, but 
in the end, someone pushed me to the ground instead.  



Chapter 102 Altercation  

Isprained my ankle and plopped down on the wet ground. It was so painful that I almost 
cried.  

Seeing this, James was so anxious that he immediately came over to help me up.  

However, Rowan was faster. He carried me in his arms and glared at James. “We’re stil
l married, so stay away from her!”  

James was rendered speechless, and he put down his fist. He stared at me intently.  

At this moment, 
I was too dazed to care about others and let Rowan bring me to the car. After he put me
 in the car, he took off his coat and gave it to me  

“Take off your coat and put it in the backseat, Wear mine.”  

The back of my coat 
was indeed dirty and wet, and it made me uncomfortable. I took it off and tossed it in the
 backseat, but I didn’t want to wear Rowan’s coat. “I’m fine. I’m not cold. The car is war
m enough.”  

“Stop talking nonsense,” Rowan chided and then roughly draped his coat over me.  

He was wearing a plain shirt and a black vest, looking very gentlemanly.  

I should take care of myself, so I stopped protesting and wore his coat  
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Chapter 103 Where His Heart Truly Belongs  

Howan took me straight back to Windwill Estate. He had let all the household stall go ho
me for the New Year.  

I was rather puzzled “Why didn’t you ask someone to stay and pay them extra? It would 
be good to have someone clean and cook”  

“There’s no one at home anyway, so what’s 
the point? Rowan put me down on the sata and 
crouched down, wanting to remove my show and check my injury.  

I wasn’t used to him being so kind to me, so I extracted my foot. “Just get me the first ai
d kit. Lean take care of myself”  



But Rowan said calmly, “I’ve seen and touched every part of your body. Why feel emba
rrassed about me checking your ande injury?”  

I was rendered speechless for a few seconds before I retorted, “I’m not embarrased. I pi
st don’t need you to be this nice to me.”  

“Why?” Rowan raised his head and stared at me intently.  

“You’re asking me why?” Lanswered, “Rowan, you just sent Ashley home, but then you
 came to find me. Don’t you think you’re being too fiddle”  

He was probably still in Curling City last night. The earliest he could reach Alton City wa
s this morning, then. The moment he arrived, he went to look for Ashley and sent her h
ome like hergantian angel.  

Thinking about the past, he would only go back to Alton City and visit my house for the 
New Year after urged him repeatedly. I was obvious who was more important to him. Ro
wan frowned. “Didn’11 would the care of Ashley?  

“How? Are you looking for a suitable place to hide your mistress and maintain the faca
de of a stable marriage while having an affair? Or are you planning to sever ties with her
 and never contact her again? I got to the heart of the matter.  

Rowan looked at me silence.  

I knew it. He hadn’t decided yet. Ashley was just too special to him. I was starting in be
come special to him too, but he still hade figured out where his heart truly belonged. “Fo
rget it I’ll only get a heart attack by talking to you.” I stood up and limped toward the first 
aid kit.  

Rowan picked me up and carried me to the soda again. Then, he went to forth the firstai
d kit without a word. He opened it and gave it to me.  

I took off my sock and shoe. My left ankle was already swollen applied some ointment t
o it and then wrapped it with gauze. Rowan just watched the entire time and didn’t try to 
help.  

“Send me to the Danes,” said after putting on my sock and shee  

“No,” Rowan dosed without hestition.  

“You must insisted as well. ” it hadn’t shown up and caused a scene, I wouldn’t have be
en injured and would already be at their place now. You have to take responsibility!‘ Ro
wan scoffed. ‘Te responsible for sending you to another man’s house  



My expression darkened. “That’s my best friend’s house, Rowan, ka’t your jealousy a litt
le misplaced?  

“Didn’t James pursue you before? Rowan ignored what I sad and sat down instead. “He
 knows that we’re getting a divorce and is coming back to take advantage of it, right?” “
So what? So you can pursue others, but you don’t allow 
others to pursue me?” Tanapped, then took out my phone to call Jean.  

Since Roan, didn’t want to drive me, I’ll ask Jean to pick me up. I’d rather stap over at t
he Danes compared to staying alone with Rowan,  

When the call connected, tasked, “jean, are you tire? Can you come to windwill Estate a
nd pick me up?”  

“Sure. Just wait for me!” Jean agreed without hesitation.  

After hanging up the phone, I saw Rowan looking very displeased. “Is it so bad to stay h
ere with me?  

I looked around. “Yes. This place reminds me of how I used to wait for you alone in the 
past few years. On New Year’s Day, after I visited my family and came back here, I stay
ed home alone like a widow while the others visited their friends and families. Wouldn’t 
you say that I was miserable  

Rowan froze. After a few seconds of silence, he said, “Inever asked you to wait for me a
t home”  

“But you knew I would! I started to get emotional again. “Don’t you know how much I like
 you? You’re just using my feelings to punish me!”  

“And I never knew about Sophie. I always thought that you had never loved anyone, so 
like a fool, I rushed to marry you. I thought you would gradually fall in love with me after
 spending time with me. If I had known what happened that day, I would have lett.”  

I realized that tears were welling up in my eyes, and I sounded agreed.1 wasn’t suppos
ed to show him my emotions. I seemed weak  

So, I stood up. Even though I could only stand on one foot, I tried to maintain a proud st
ance. “Rowan, I was your emotional punching bag for the last five years, but accept it.I t
ake it as self–
inflicted punishment because I loved you, But in the future, treat Ashley well and stop be
ing indecisive.”  

A long silence fell over the living room Jean’s honk finally broke the silence.  

She sent me a message. “Come out, I’m here!!  



Holding my phone, limped out Rowan didn’t stop me,  

“Is Rowan inside?” After getting in the car, jean looked at the half–closed door.  

“Yes.” I was freezing I didn’t take Rowan’s coat and was dressed lightly.  

“James sald Rowan took you away. That scumber! I hope 
he has abesemal kids!” jen cursed.  

For some reason, Te my eyelid twitch.  

Jean drove away. We scrived at the Danes‘ place soon. Fortunately, Jean’s parents wer
e out visiting relatives. Leslie was married, so she rarely came here daring the festive se
ason So, there was only me, Jean and fames at home.  

tering me, james harried over to 
help me is your injury serious? Have you applied medicine? Do you want to get it check
ed at the hospital?  

“‘s not senkuus. Just swollen” He helped me to the sofa Jean served me hot bee and so
me snacks.  

“I’m sorry. I didn’t mean to hurt you.” James was wrecked with guilt.  

Chapter 103 Where His Heart Truly Belers  

“We can’t be sure who pushed me, so it isn’t necessarily your fault. Don’t be so anxious.
 It’s not like I broke my leg.” Esmiled,  

Jean snickered. “James‘ Intentions are as clear as day” I glared at her, but she pretende
d not to notice.  

James was used to his sister’s antics and was amused, so he just smiled and asked, “
What do you want to eat? I’ll make bunch.  

It was already two in the afternoon now, and we hadn’t even had lunch, Jean named a 
couple of dishes straight away. I said I was fine with anything  

Jean started yapping again, “Oh, don’t worry, 
Ivy, James remembers what you like to eat. He’ll make sure everything is to your taste!”
  

James 
had already entered the kitchen, so he probably didn’t hear her. I was so furious that 
I covered Jean’s mouth. “Don’t make the commit a crime on the New Year!”  



“Mmm……. Mmmm….” Jean mumbled something  

After I released her, she said, “How could you murder your future sister–in–law?”  

Thad no idea how to deal with Jean and just leit her to her wild fantasies,  

In between, Mom sent me a message, asking if I had arrived at the Danes place. I replie
d, “Yes.”  

Then, Jean and Ichatted while watching the television. For some reason, Ashley was br
ought up, so I told Jean about Ashley’s Instagram post from yesterday and how Rowen
 sent her home today.  

Jean was Aulous. “He’s double timing! hy, listen to me! We don’t want unfaithful men!”  

“That’s my plan,” I said calmly while unching on some snacks  

“Are you really going to go abroad after the New Year?” Jean bugged me tightly. “I don’t
 want you to go.!!  

it’s not like I won’t come back. I will surely return when I have time to strengthen our am
azing friendship!” I hugged Jean back and kissed her forehead.  

Jean cheered up at once. Having money meant freedom Whenever she missed me, sh
e could visit and travel abroad at the same time.  

We were still chatting when James‘ voice came from the dechen. “Jean, Ivy, food is rea
dy!”  

“Okay,” Jean said. Then, she helped me to the dining room.  

Thad to admit that James was good at cooking. He made six dishes, and everything loo
ked and smelled good:  

Most importantly, he made all my favorite dishes  

He was considerate as he had served food on our plates already,  

We had a great conversation 
at the dining table, James and 1 could actually get a good conversation going if pean di
dn’t try to match us up. That wretched woman!  

In the end, 
I was right to be distrustful of her. Even though she didn’t say anything inappropriate dur
ing lunch, she had secretly taken a photo of James piling food onto my plate and me tha
nking him.  



ti I hadn’t logged into Instagram after the meal, I wouldn’t have known that jean was up t
o something again.  

“Tean Dane!” I reared..  

“What?” Jean looked at me innocently.  

I showed her my phone screen, which floating around someone!”  

i displaying her post. James and I looked “loving” in the picture. Her caption was even w
orse! She had written, “Pink love bubbles are  

Jean shrank back and sat further away from me. “Aren’t these pink love bubbles around
 james? Look at his face..!!  

I wanted to tell James, who was washing fruits, that he had a “great” sister.  

“Can you be more normal? I’m married while your brother is a very eligible bachelor! Ca
n you stop causing trouble for ham?” I pinched Jean.  

Jean grimaced in pain. “I’m bringing him happiness, not trouble!  

“If your parents knew, they would kill you!” I reminded her.  

“My parents don’t care as long as he gets a girlfriend, Jean stubbornly said.  

Just as I was lecturing Jean, my phone rang. Ivan was calling me, but why? I was puzzl
ed but I still answered the phone.  

“Happy New Year.” fran was polite.  

“Happy New Year. Aren’t you working today, Dr. York?” I asked.  

He replied after two seconds of silence, “No. Are you at home?”  

“You mean Windwill Estate?  

I wasn’t there, of course I had already designated that place as unlucky and wanted to s
tay as far away as I could from it  

I asked curiously, “Did you want to visit  

Ivan coming to visit me was ble him visiting a rider. It felt strange  

As expected, I was wrong. He answered, “No. Lonly knew that you were at the Danes‘ p
lace after seeing Jean’s post on Instagram  



Right. I placed at pean again, but she was looking down at her phone and grinning for s
ome reason  

“Yeah. My parents went out and I was feeling lonely, so I came to hang out at peary’s h
ouse,” I said casually.  

“Rowan isn’t with you?” han sounded confused,  

”  

“Why would he be? He can’t clone himsell and our country 
doesn’t allow polygamy,” I said frankly. “He’s probably with Ashley now  

ban fell silent. I had probably touched his sore spot, so I quickly changed the topic. “For
get it. Let’s not talk about him. Where are you?  

Only then did hwn continue speaking. “At home”  

“Say hi to your parents for me,” I said politely in fact, I didn’t know his parents at all. I did
n’t even know what they looked like.  

Ivan smiled. “Sure.”  

Suddenly, I thought of something. Did van know about Sophie? As Rowan’s best friend, 
he probably knew a thing or two, right?  

I wanted to ask, but I didn’t know where to start. Moreover, Jean was beside me, and I d
idn’t want to tell her about Sophile for now, I was afraid to cause her undue stress. I wo
uld be the culprit by then  

“Dr. York, when are you going to work? My heart seems to be aching a little and I want t
o get it checked,” I said.  

“Tomorrow,” Iwan answered really quickly. But it was still the New Year. Were all doctor
s so busy?  
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_ Chapter 104 A Chat With Ivan  

I couldn’t drive because I had sprained my ankle, so I planned to ask Jean to send me t
here. I really wanted to ask Ivan in person about Sophie.  

“Then I’ll go to the hospital tomorrow,” I said without much thought.  



After hanging up the phone, I looked at pean again. She was still grinning at her phone. 
Who was she chatting with that made her so happy? 1inched toward her and tried to ta
ke a peek, but she reacted quickly and hid her phone away.  

Iacked suspiciously, “Jean, are you dating someone? The men she 
was involved with had just been flings.  

Jean blushed and denied in embarrassment, “No, he’s just a fallback guy. 
I think he’s quite amusing.”  

“I see.” I dragged out my last syllable and blinked. “Jean, are you superstitious?” Jean s
hook her head. “Good Then come with me to the hospital tomorrow,” I chuckled.  

“Well.. it’s really bad to go to the hospital right after the New Y  

Year.” Tean  

rott  

rolled her eyes dramatically, “But I’m your best friend, so I can’t say no.”  

James had finished washing the fruits, and he brought them out. We ate and drank, and
 then we played some video games for a while. Time passed by quickly.  

Early the next morning, I limped into Jean’s car. She wanted to ask James to drive me a
t first, but I had stopped her quickly.  

After I reached the hospital, I registered myself and got a 
number. When it was my turn, I went into Ivan’s room while Jean waited outside.  

Since it was the New Year, there were significantly fewer people at the hospital. Seeing 
that there weren’t any more patients after me for now, I thought I could have a longer ch
at with Ivan.  

Lasked frankly, “Do you know Sophie?”  

When Ivan heard this name, his expression changed. “Where did you hear that from?”  

“Paula told me,” I replied. “She was Rowan’s first true love, right?”  

After staring at me intently for a few seconds, han asked, “Are you free to meet tonight?
” “Yes.” I was eager to learn more about Sophie.  
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Chapter 105 What the Hell Is That Noise  



After agreeing on the time and place with Iwan, I left the hospital with Jean  

“Can you dehes me home? Lasked after I got in the car.  

Home Which home?” Jean was surprised, “Don’t you want to go to my house?”  

I needed to speak co van at night and it would 
be inconvendent if I were at the Danes‘ place, Isaid, “Send me back to The Southview. 
You know the way!”  

I was living at the apartment called The South  

alone now. When 
we were in university, Jean and the others often came to my place to hang out  

Although Jean was puzzled, she didn’t ask further. She stepped 
on the gas and drove toward The Southview.  

Jean helped me up to my apartment and sat me down on the couch. She asked worriedl
y. “Ivy, are you sure you can manage staying alone? You can’t even walk 13…” “‘ll be fi
ne My ankle is swollen so can’t go anywhere anyway, 1 just want to be down alone. Do
n’t worry about me and go home. Drive safe,” I said with a smile.  

„Okay, just call me if you need anything. I’m here for you” jean nodded reluctantly  

After sheet, Esat on the sofa in a dizer a long while.  

I didn’t know when I tell rp, but whim I woke up, I felt a bit cold.  

Thad just had a nightmare. Sophie’s corpse was in front of me, and just as leaned into l
ook, she suddenly opened her eyes and strangled me.  

Her voice was with hate as she end, “You stop How  

was still shaken. To get rid of the dear,quickly switched on the television and put on a d
rama for some noise, I calmed down a little, stening to the chatter on screen. But as I w
atched, my mind started to wander again.  

on the night that we were married, Rowan had said many hectful things to me. We were
 sleeping on the same bed, but 
he didn’t even touch my hand when it was about one in morning, he got up and left in hi
s car  

Back them, thought the reason he left was that he hated sleeping with me. Now, it was 
probably because he wanted to see Sophie for the last time, even though he knew she 
wouldn’t come back  



My phone sounded, and it startled me  

I picked it up and saw a message from Ivan. “Since you hurt your ankle, see you at your
 house tonight”  

He was indeed a doctor–very detailed.  

Now that I was living alone, it would be convenient for him to come over, so I agreed. 
“Okay. The Southview, Bulking, Unit 6, gave him my address.  

Ivan texted, “Oh, you’re living alunenow?  

Isent hima smug ema “Yeah. Didn’t think I was this cool, right?!  

Ivan replied, “That’s pretty cool, but is Rowan okay with this?”  

I responded, “He doesn’t even like me, so why does he care? Is he going to have a say
 in who mury even after divorcing him, like he’s my dad‘  

Ivan texted, “Are you really thinking of marrying?  

I replied, “Doh Thave 
never known what it’s like to have a normal marriage. I’m not willing to settle want to fin
d a normal man.  

Ivan didn’t reply. He probably thought I was being unfaithful.1 wasn’t divorced yet, but I 
was already thinking of who to choose is my next husband.  

Since Iwan would be coming, I had to dress decently. I didn’t want to look like a pathetic
 woman who was abandoned. Ilimped to the bathroom to take a shower and wash my h
air Obviously, overestimated my ability to stand on one leg After finished showing and w
as about to limp out of the shower, my right foot finally protested, I fell flat on my face, a
nd my scream reverberated in the bathroom Ikea ID sumound sound system  

T  

My phone, which was on the sink near the door, rang at that moment. I couldn’t even 
stand, so I crawled over and felt for my phone. Why was Rowan calling?  

frowned but still picked up his call “what do you want?” if he didn’t have anything import
ant to say, I needed to call the ambulance,  

“What the hell is that noise?” Rowan asked out of the blue  



“What noise?” I was disheveled and talking on the phone with my towel wrapped around
 me on the bathroom floor Naturally, I was in a bad mood: “You‘ or the one whocame fro
m hell If you have anything to say, spit it out busy.”  

Rowan said after a pause, “I’m outside your apartment Open the door. ch. So he had he
ard me scream.  

Infused without hesitation. “I can’t see you right now. You should leave.”  

“If you don’t open the door, get a locksmith to do it” Rowan was so infuriating!  

“What’s your problem?‘s the New Year, but you still can’t leave me alone I really didn’t 
want to see Rowan now. Every time I thought of Sophie and Ashley, my heart sched.  

I even began to understand why Paula and George accepted Ashley so quickly in my pa
ste. They probably felt that they had destroyed Rowan’s first relationship and didn’t want
 to repeat their mistakes.  

I was an idiot from the beginning til the end. 1 didn’t know anything and was just making
 a fool out of myself by not letting Rowan go  

“You sprained your ankle and can’t live alone. Why not continue staying at the Danes pl
ace?” Rowan asked.  

He seemed to be concerned about me 1 
answered indifferently, “I wanted to back, soldid”  

“Did you tall? What’s the password? I’m coming in.” Rowan added a threat, “I could get 
a locksmiths to open it, but you would need to change the lock after that.”  

How was a man of his word, and Lindeed nerded someone to help me right now. It woul
d be less embarrassing for Rowan to see me like this compared to the modies.  

But my password was still Rowan’s birthday. It was awkward to say it out loud.  

Suddenly, I hoved the door being locked, followed by a falchuckle. Book deep breath an
d hung up the phone.  

Soon, Boould hear Bowai’s voice metsäle the bathroom. “Are you in there? I’m coming i
n”  

Chapter 105 What the Hell is That Molon  

Heated the door open and looked down, spotting me on the floor at once.  



Alter string each other for a few seconds, he crouched down. “Why did you take a show
er knowing you had a sprained ankle?”  

*for cripple to shower? 1 rebutted coldly.  

“No. Come on.” Rowan extended his hand and signaled for me to take it.  

I didn’t hesitate 
and put my hand in his. He closed his hand, completely enveloping mine.  

As I struggled to get up, Texplained, “I set that password when I was in university, 1 just
 moved back here and didn’t have time to change it.”  

“okay.” Rowan didn’t eat much.  

“Ah!” The moment Estood up, pain shot up from my right foot. It hurt so much that I fell b
ack down.  

Rawon quickly pulled me toward him and used his body to support me. However, he hit 
his back hard on the door frame. I heard the dull thud. It was my fault.  

Hedidn’t make a sound. He just carried me to the bed and sat me down.  

After checking my right foot, he said, “They’re symmetrical”  

“Huh?” I was still feeling embarrassed and hadn’t been paying attention  

“Yousprained both ankles, so they’re symmetrical now. Your right foot is swollen too,” 
Rowan said as he stood up.  

What kind of dark humor was this?  

I didn’t feel grateful for Rowan at all. Instead, tasked with annoyance, “Why did you com
e here?”  
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Chapter 106 Ivan the Matchmaker  

How said, “Je went to the bar, so you shouldn’t beat her place anymore.”  

Jean was exceptionally talented and lived 
up to the bold comments she had made in the past. The bar was her second home  

“Oh, okay. Thank you for helping me. You can head back.” Twrapped myself in my bath
robe, my attitude remained indifferent.  



Rowan was helpless as he sat in a corner. His book said, “You’re not getting rid of me t
hat easily.”  

Iwas completely naked with no underwear on Icovered myself very tightly when Rowan l
ooked at my leg earlier. Otherwise, I would have accidentally flashed mysel  

How was supposed to change with him sitting here?  

“How much did my mother tell you about Sophie? To my surprise, he willingly brought th
at girlup.  

“She didn’t tell me much, only briefly about your relationship with her. Then, she said th
e girl took her men lite by jumping into a river because you married 
me,” I said flatly as i towered my pos  

Icould sense the weight on Rowan’s shoulders when mentioned Sephie  

That was his taboo. He probably wouldn’t bet Paula tell me about Sophie if he wanted to
 stay married to me  

“Ashley looked exactly like her.” I was speechless toward Rowan’s comment.  

I was nothing but a replacement. What was I supposed in say to this?  

Why couldn’t look more like Suple?therwise, five years would have 
been long enough for Rowan to faller me  

“How did the both of you meet? Leould only ask me question after a long time.  

“A friend introduced us,” Rowan said casually.  

“How long have you known each other before you got together?” I asked again.  

Rowan didn’t respond this time. Although he mentioned Sophie, he obviously did i  

d not want to talk much about her  

I knowingly shut my mouth and refused to press further. I was meeting Ivan tonight; per
haps he would ted memore.  

His ringtone broke the silence between Rowan and me. I glanced at his phone and notic
ed Ashley was calling  

He answered the call without hesitating I felt sad as 1 retracted my gaza. Could be not r
ealise he couldn’t let go of Ashley?  



“ribe right 
over!” I was unsure what Ashley said, but Rowan’s expression changed. He got up and 
walked toward the exit  

I didn’t call for him and quietly watched his figure as he disappeared Then, the sound of 
the door closing sounded  

Twasn’t sure how long 1 sat on the bed. I only realized that night had fallen when Ivan c
alled. Plus, it started to drickle as the raindrops pattered on the window.  

“Open the door. I’m outside.” Ivan was hurting. He sounded like he was in a hurry.  

“I can’t go anywhere now. You can enter Rowan’s birthday as the password and let your
self in, 1 saldas licked my dry lips.  

The sound of the door opening came through the phone and the living room  

Things and shouted, “I’m here, Ivand  

Ivan appeared at the door of the bedroom shortly after. The raindrops on his dark hair li
stened.  

He brought the chill from outside with him, appearing even colder.  

What’s the matter? Why couldn’t you come to me?” He entered my bedroom. A look of s
hock flashed across his 
face when he noticed I was wearing nothing but a bathrobe. He quickly averted his gave
.  

Embarrassed, I wrapped the bathrobe tightly around my chest. Then, I said, “I slipped a
nd fell in the bathroom. Now, both of my legs are swollen, so I couldn’t move Can Iroubl
e you to get a set of pajamas for me from my wardrobe?  

I was completely paralyzed.  

Iwan nodded and got a comfortable and loose set of pajamas and a white bra  

Doctors were always so considerate.  

“I don’t have any underwear on. Can you lie one for me?” I shamelessly said since I had
 nothing to lose now.  

van’s look became more peculiar, laced with a hint of embarrassment. He wardly clear
ed his throat and went to get some underwear for me.  



His fingers were long and well–
kept. He hooked the underwear at the tip of his index finger to pass it to me, trying to av
oid me.  

“Thank you. You can head out now. I can handle it myself.” I thanked him erteously and 
took the underwear from him.  

bran Immediately left the room and locked the door. I wore my top half first truously we
aring the bottom half  

“van, can you piggyback me out of this room? I was ready to be utterly shameless abou
t it treated own the same way, and now, Ivan.  

After all, I was leaving the country in a few days. I didn’t owe if embarrassed myself.  

The door opened again, and then went to the bedside silently. Then, he bent down with 
his back facing me climbed onto him and wrapped my arms around his neck.  

I was a ply that ashley didn’t pick such a good man like him.  

When we reached the living room, 
I noticed some fruits and ingredients on the table. The ingredients looked like they were
 for a stew. I pointed and said, “Did you buy these?”  

I’t eaten dinner yet han picked up the ingredients and had a natural look on his face.““D
o you want to eat some? We can talk while we rat  

Il was snnecessary if I wanted to 
eat. Why wouldn’t Tratt if he was cooking at my house?’  

Inodded “sur, I would like some, but I don’t wait aty food to be loo spicy”  

ban got by in the kitchen. My apartment was small. It had one bedroom, a living room, a
kichen, a toilet, and a slightly bigger balcony. It was chase to Alon UniversTIL KO JE W
AL  

Chapter 106 Ivan the Matchmaker  

mainly used as my accommodation back then  

From where I was sitting in the room, I could see Ivan getting busy in the kitchen. He ha
d taken his coat off and looked exceptionally young in a gray sweatshirt  

After some time, Ivan brought out a small electric cooker. It was filled with a cooked ste
w, which was fragrant.  



He brought everything they needed and sat opposite. “Let’s dig in.  

“Hey, where’s your daughter?” asked curiously  

“My daughter?” van was slightly taken aback.  

“Bobo! Don’t you need to feed her dinner?” I reminded him.  

Ivan looked like he suddenly remembered it and laughed. “Don’t worry. My parents will t
ake care of her.”  

2/2  

I nodded and started enjoying the stew. The sleet falling outside had turned into snowfla
kes, flying wherever the cold wind took them. The stew was the perfect warm meal for t
he cold weather  

My whole body felt warm hallway through the meal. I was energized. “Okay, tell me abo
ut Sophie. Rowan told me he met Sophie through a mutual friend. Is that true?”  

“Yes, it is.” It was as if Iran’s eyes were caught in the steam from the stew. They looked 
moist.  

I looked closer and realized his lashes were longer than I expected.  

I wanted to ask which friend made the introduction. After all, Rowan wasn’t one to easily
 fall for someone. I had pursued him for five years at that time, yet he still didn’t like me. 
Allt heard was van laugh in a self–mocking manner. “I was that friend.”  

The cutleries in my hand fell on the table with a clang. My mind went blank.  
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Chapter 107 Ashley Had A Car Accident  

Ivan was an underhude man.  

I only knew how he lost to Rowan in his pursuit of Ashley. I never knew the extent of the
 resentment that dested before the pursuit  

Sophie was the cause of it all.  

sophie was a medical student and Ivan’s classmate. She went after van at the start, but 
he had no capacity to date, so he had never reciprocated.  



Altes that, Sophie met Rowan at a party, she got closets Rowan, probably of spite agai
nst ban, Eventually, they fell for each other and became a couple  

“Why are you so unlucky, han?” Isinerrely empathiar with the man atter hearing everyth
ing.  

“Am Lunlucky?”  

“Is this not unlucky enough?” I blurted, “Someone who fancied you ended up fancying R
owan, Someone you fancied ended up together with Rowan. What is the world are you 
doing?  

After saying that, I realized Thad misspoken. How could I have told wan that Rowan and
 Ashley were together?  

It was stabbing him where it hurt!  

Thankfully, hem didn’t seem dazed by it. He probably had accepted that he was always 
one step behind Rowan  

“Honestly, it seemed like you also fancied Sophie back then. However, you didn’t like he
r enough that you wanted to tell her about your feelings. You were okay giving her up, s
o you let bow have her,” Lanalyzed.  

“Yes, you’re probably right.” I nodded.  

1thought to myself, finally understanding why Town and bean fought for Ashley fiercely.  

1inally understood everything that had gone down, and the fixation in my heart dissipat
ed  

I could peacefully leave the country in a few days and no longer be concerned about th
e drama bere.  

“Tunderstand everything now.” Tabe a plece of meat from the stew with a relaxed smile.
  

Tran never told me about Sophile in my previous Ede, probably because it was a sore s
pot for him. I wasn’t sure why he was telling me about it now.  

Istill had a good impression of him as a man with good moral values.  

Once I left the country, I hoped he would be more resolved about Ashley and not lose e
verything like he did in my previous life.  



After finishing the stew, twn thoughtfully cleared the table and kitchen. He placed the dis
hes in the dishwashers and thoughtfully took out the garbage.  

It was already late, Ivan helped me apply medication to my legs, piggybacked me onto t
he bed, and was ready to leave.  

“Ivan,” Icalled after him.  

Isaid from the bottom of my heart, “it’s better not to be too persistent sometimes. At time
s, giving up is also a choke. Don’t try to go after someone who doesn’t love you and  

torture yourself.”  

A good man should enjoy a peaceful lite. God, have merry on him!  

pan considered what i said. Eventually, he curled his lips and said, “okay”  

As the door closed in the living room, I lay in bed and quietly stared at the light abovem
e  

A picture of the sea usually appeared in mymind, accompanied by the sound of crashin
g waves as they rose and fell.  

However, the seas dappeared after tonight, and a desert appeared instead. There was 
no wind or rain, silent and undisturbed  

I didnt want to ponder about the conversation over Rowan’s call, or bean would ten the t
alike around in his favor anymore. Tonly wanted to sleep.  

The next day, Mom and Dad brought me home from the apartment.  

After nursing my legs at home for a few days, my legs recovered. Uncle Alvin bought m
y plane tickets for me, and I was ready to depart for Storland.  

The night before my departure, Jean, Olivia, and Natale came to my house. They bough
t food and drinks, wanting to give me a farewell.  

“Don’t worry, hry. We never told a soul about your departure. Rowan and the rest don’t 
know about it. You will have without saying a word. When you come back, divorce him.
 He wouldn’tmowwhat he him!” Jean had a tile too much to drink and slurred.  

“Yes, find a handsome man and bring him back, You can’t lose to Rowan olivia suggest
ed.  

Natale acted as if she had seen through everything and killed the hopes of love. “What’s
 the paint of dating? Focus on your career. Men are unreliable.  



I thought everything they said made sense and kept rodding by the side.  

It won’t until late that the three of them leit.  

When daylight came, Fearried light luggage and my passport, Dad drove and picked u
p Uncle Alvin and Aut Selena Then, we went toward the airport.  

No one besides Jean and my friends knew I was leaving the country today. They said th
ey wouldn’t send me off to avold feeling sappy about it, so I could only 
board the plane with stride.  

“Ivy, will you miss it here ant Selena asked after getting onto the  

“Twill miss my pa was reluctant to love them. After all, I was their only daughter.  

*Remember to call more of. After working hard, come back and help them with some of 
their burdens,” Aut Selena.comdected me.  

Lagreed with her. Since love didn’t work out for me, I would put more effort and work ha
rd in my career.  

When the plane took off, I felt a heavy priser. My stomach started acting up as I had 
eaten something wrong  

I wanted to pake  

Touldn’t eat down. I quickly book a log and tried yelling in it.  

That’s the maller? Are you okay?” Ant Selena asked with concern  

Chapter 107 Ashley Had A Car Accident  

I tried for a while, and 
nothing came out. I put the bag down and patted any chest. “It’s okay. I think I had too 
much to drink last night. My stomach isn’t feeling well.”  

Aunt Selena said, “Don’t drink alcohol too much. It damages your health,”  

Inodded  

When we reached Stormland, I immediately saw my cousin, Charles, the moment we la
nded. He came to pick us up.  

“vy!” Charles saw me and ruffled my hair with a warm smile. “Why are you so skinny no
w? You look nothing but bones.”  



My cousins, Charles and Betty Sadler, and I were close as kids. We used to 
play a bot growing up. Then, they moved overseas with Uncle Alvin, so we didn’t stay in
 contact as much.  

“Tam skinny because I had no appetite or sleep as an unemployed person, so I’ve com
e to rely on 
you, Charles!” parted my luggage. “Throught everything under my name here.”  

He guffawed. “Great, great! Come and work for me!”  

After getting into the car, I spoke with Charles the whole way. Uncle Alvin and Aunt Sele
na smiled and listened to the conversation.  

The atmosphere was light I could sense that everything else at home was milles away fr
om me now that I had left the country.  

I stayed at Uncle Alvin’s place for now, but Charles would help to 
look for a place for me. Soon, I would move out.  

That night, Uncle Alvin’s family gathered. My cousin in–
law, Margaret Smith, and Betty came back, too. Aunt Selena cooked a scrumptious mea
l. We exchanged words and laughter; the meal was enjoyable.  

There was no time difference between Storland and home. When I glanced at the time b
efore heading to bed, it was 10:30 pm  

Jean sent me a few text messages on WhatsApp that said, “Oh my god, Ashley had a c
ar accident!”  

I was shocked and immediately replied, “When did it happen?*  

Jean responded, “It was a few days ago, I just found out about it today and immediately 
texted you. Let me calculate when it happened.” Jean replied shortly after, “It happened 
on the second night of the New Year!”  
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Chapter 108 The Cause Of The Accident  

I was silent for awhile,  

se after receiving a phone call when he came to look for me at my apartment on the sec
ond night of the New Year.  

It turned out Ashley was in a car accident! It was an emergency. No wonder he left quic
kly and disappeared for the next few days.  



However, was was oblivious to this? Why did the tell me anything about in the next few 
days?  

Telt like I was being too perous and treated van like he was my eyes and ears, as a ma
tter  

My fingertips danced across the screen of the phone “okay, 
I got it. However, these things are none of my business now.  

Jean replied with a thumbs–up.  

I put my phone side, closed my eyes, and started tulling, self to sleep. I had to report 
to the company first thing in the morning and officially start my job, I didn’t want 
to waste my time on anything else.  

My body was exhausted, so I fell into a deep sleep. 1 proprly woke up only when my ala
rm ranng,  

I couldn’t be late on the first day of work, so I gathered the energy and got ready. Then, 
I went to the company in Charles‘ car.  

I was assigned to the business development department, Charles told me that it was a b
ranch that was still in its early stages, so the department was crocial and designed to nu
rture talent. The department was responsible for developing marketing channels and pr
omotions  

Thad no opinions about IL A white–
collar employee the me should be depent and quick to leam. I decided to do precisely th
at  

Charles found an apartment for me three days later. It was close to work. He was besy 
looking for a moving company. He finally sighed in relief once everything was done.  

“Ifinally settled you down. Uncle Samel kept calling me all day, nagging use about not c
aring for you. I was scared to my wits.  

“I will buy you a meal once I get my first pay, Charles,” I said with a laugh. “Bring 
Margaret and jordan alone. We’re not leaving either of them behind.”  

Jordan was Charles‘ son and mynepluew. He was only two. He was fair and chubby, ex
tremely adorable.  

Charles nodded pleasingly “Okay, sounds like a great plan. 1 see you’ve matured”  

“I’m six months younger than you, you know.” I rolled my eyes,  



“You’re still younger than me” Charles suddenly sighed. “See, my son is already two. Ho
w about 
you? You went after Rowan for so long and had finally gotten married. Now, everything t
urned out this way. Was it worth it  

Mychest tightened. “Don’t rub it in. Are you trying to provoke mei  

Charles hit my head. “I’m feeling sorry for you! You have sacrificed the beauty of a youn
g lady’s youth to a man who do not love you. Even if you divorce him, you would have t
o carry the name of being a divorcee and pay for your stupidity”  

“I will never fancy a man who minds that Lama divorcee, Isnorted.  

“You’re right. Don’t worry. I know a bunch of handsome and brilliant fellows. I will introdu
ce you to them when the time comes” Charles smiled lovingly.  

Alter speaking to Charles for awhile, I noticed that night had fallen. I rushed back for din
ner.  

I wasn’t living with Uncle Alvin anymore, so dinner was cooking a simple pack of instant
 noodles at the new place to filmy stomach.  

I started to miss home in this foreign country, city, and atmosphere  

Torpel the sense of loneliness, Tinitiated a group call with my friends. The comforting thi
ng was all three of them answered.  

Natalie was lying on the sofa, eating some fried chicken. While eating, she asked, “hy, a
re you settling in alright?”  

Olivia had gone to work and had to work overtime at the beginning 
of the new year. Her head was buried in her desk, her tace practically 
ghed to the documents, and her voice was slightly muttled “Don’t worry. A lot of our own
 people are in Sterland. They are from different cities and states.”  

Isaid quietly. “They speak Lumish here.”  

“So what? It’s like you don’t speak in jean had her pajamas and a face mask on. Her fac
e looked like a ghost. 
“Ivy, my brother said he wants to return to the company in Stormland.  

“No!” I almost jumped. “You have to stop him!”  

“How am I supposed to stop him? Pur a ball and chain around him?” Jean took her mas
k off. Her face was moist and glistening. “Even I’m moved by my brother’s determinatio
n” Natalie giggled. “Ivy, don’t reject him so quickly James doesn’t seem too bad.”  



olivia raised ber head from her work and nodded vigorously.  

Trubbed my forehead.  

Suddenly, Jean cautiously asked, “try, if, and I say it, if Rowan and the rest know you h
ave left the country, it shouldn’t be a problem, right? You’re gone, after all.”  

“Did you tell him retorted.  

“No, no. I’ve not been in contact with him. It’s just that occidentally told someone else, a
nd I’m not sure if he will catch awhiff of ir, Jean said meeldy.  

I was initially angry. However, after some thought, my leaving wasn’t the world’s biggest
 news. So what if I left the country? Plus, I couldn’t hide it from Rowan and the rest for  

that long.  

So, I decided to let it go.“It’s okay. If they know, they know, as long as they don’t know 
my exact location. I don’t think he can reach where I am.”  

Jenn sighed in cellel  

Olivia, the detective, suddenly interrupted, “No, jean. Who did you tell that you think wou
ld reach Rowan’s ear?  

It was her hen, Chester, or Jasper However, none of these men were close to je  

İran lagghed. “We’re all in the same circle. It might spread to Rowan’s ear Anything is p
ossible!!  

“Okay, you’re right. Oltacontinued to bury herself in her work.  

Clure 100 The Cause Of The Accident  

After chatting for some time, we ended the call. Then, Jean video called me personally.  

After I answered, she told me, gloating about another’s misfortune, “Ashley’s hand is pe
rmanently disabled.”  

“What happened?” Lasked.  

“The nerve on her 
left hand is severed, and the surgery did not go well Her fingers on her left hand will be 
weak, and she wouldn’t have much control over them,” Jean said, almost bursting into l
aughter.  



Logically, 
I should have been laughing: Ashley deserved such karma. However, I couldn’t bring m
yself to do so.  

What it her hand was disabled? It brought no substantial benefit to me apart from attaini
ng psychological retribution.  

Lasked, “How did she get into the accident?!  

“You’ve asked the right question! I know just the answer!” Jean said.  

She continued, “Theard her mother had found a match for her and found an excuse to 
bring him to meet her at her home, She was in a foul mood after knowing why the perso
n was there. When the man left, she went into a heated argument with her parents. The
n, she ran off and got into an accident.”  

Ella was looking for a match for Ashley, What a bold move,  

Ashley had always set her eyes on Rowan 
and would never accept her family’s arrangements for her. No matter how beautiful she 
was, she would never get a man of Rowan’s caliber under normal circumstances.  

She wasn’t out of her mind. She didn’t need to be a genius to know that capturing Rowa
n’s heart was the most important thing  
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Chapter 109 She Was A Haunting Ghost  

“Hey, I have an incoming call. I’m going to answer it now. Have some intright!” jean hast
ily said and hung u  

What did I have for fun? Unless someone told me Roman had a change of heart and de
cided to dump Ashley or van had successfully won Ashley over. Then, I can laugh abo
ut it.  

After idly scrolling my phone for a while, I felt the age to sleep–
the ringtone the next second almost gave me a heart attack  

The name “Rowan” on the screen pre me a headache.  

“Hello,” answered, my mice sleepy and tired.  

“Why did you suddenly leave the count?” Rowan’s voice carried a restrained amper.  

Who did Jean accidentally sell it to? How did it reach Rowan’s ear so quickly?”  



Epaused. “I just felt like leaving the country. Is there a problem?”  

“Don’t you think you should have told me? Don’t forget, we’re still married” Rowan almo
st scotted in anger  

“You didn’t want to sign the divorce paper, so I decided to leave the country. Why are yo
u bringing it up? You should be taking care of Ashley. Her hand is disabled, so you sho
uld be there for her Mockery laced thickly in my lane.  

Rowan fell sent briefly, but his voice returned to normal. “If this is to divorce me, that ca
n be done Send a new copy of the divorce papers, and I will sign them.  

www.sightly startled “Really?”  

“Yes” Then, Rowan hung up the phone.  

Thadn’t reened my senses completely. Previously, Rowan had agreed to get a dhorce 
with me. However, he delayed it for so long, and had yet to receive word about it  

Would he lie to me the second ce?  

It didn’t matter, it was worth a shot  

When I went to work the next day, I made a copy of the template of the divorce papers 
saved previously. Then, I signed them and mailed them via express mail.  

Then, all I had to do was wait  

Rowan never looked for me again. I also refrained from asking the received the papers.  

I still chose to love the marriage with nothing and didn’t want a single penny from him on
ly wanted my freedom.  

After half a month, I received an express delivery from home. A divorce certificate was i
n there, quietly displayed in front of me.  

1 gently lifted the certificate to look at it. I probably took the colored photo on the certific
ate during my internship after my graduation, I was clueless about how Rowan found it 
and how he handled the procedures alone.  

it didn’t matter, it was enough as long as I got what I wanted.  

I told my parents, Jean, and my friends about it. However, I didn’t wait to tell anyone els
e. It was enough to keep it to myr  



Rowan could do what he pleased. He could pathcly announce it or keep a low profile lik
e me. However, matter he low of a profile he kept, he would tell Ivan and the rest, his pa
rents, and Ashley  

His business had nothing to do with me anymore.  

“Bey, Nat and I had decided to come to you to celebrate your newfound redom. You ca
n buy us a meal!” Jean called me and said hopply  

“Are you girls coming ever” I was surprised.  

“Yes, we’re at the airport now Livis too busy, in she can’t come. It’s just me and Nat.” Je
an expressed her regret, then said, “Quick, book us a nice restaurant. Wait for us!” The
n, she hung u  

jean and the gang came to look for while bately left for a month. I was surprised and deli
ghted quickly booked a restaurant and was prepared to have dinner with them  

Benight  

Coincidentally, it was Saturday. That  

work the first half of the day but was oft in the afternoon and Sunday I could bring pean 
and Natalie around.  

I drove to a bedding store and quickly bought a blanket. The place I was staying in had t
wo bedrooms, a kitchen, and a tollet. However, the guest bedroom did not have bedspr
ead. I couldn’t own and Natalie sleep on the floor  

After buying four sets, I left them with the shop to wash and dry. Then, I went to the sup
ermarket to get some daily necessities, fruits, and snacks.  

However, my good mood completely dissipated upon hearing Ashley’s voice  

“Ivory”  

Ashley wore a white sweater  

sweater and black jeans. Her hair was tied to the back, and she looked gentle  

Avery Watson was beside her, pushing a cart filled with subes of toothpaste, toothbrush
es, face cleansers, and the like. The cart’s most eye–
catching lems were the men’s underwear bows.  

I retracted my pace and looked at Ashleyindifferently. “What a coincidence. Wayar you 
here?”  



We were not in Alton City, we were overseas. There was a slim chance of meeting so c
oincidentally.  

“I’m here to study” A complex look appeared in Ashley’s eyes. She asked, “Why are you
 here?!  

“Oh, I’m here for work I didn’t want to waste my time talking to Ashley anne. “I’m done w
ith my shopping. I’ll take my leave.”  

ignored Ashley’s sudden pale face and pushed mycart to the payment counter.  

figured she came here to study with Rowan’s help. Otherwise, it would have been hard f
or Ashley to get her approval to come here, Hus, her family could to the exorbitant ixpen
diture overseas.  

Was Rowan here? Were the boxes of men’s underwear him?  

Chapter 109 She Was A Haunting Ghost  

I stood in the line at 
the payment counter, lamenting that they had finally lived the everyday life of an averag
e couple.  

Ashley probably told her parents that Rowan and I were divorced. Plus, she almost died
 in an accident, so Ella and Jonah couldn’t do anything about it.  

라고  

After leaving the supermarket, I went to the beckling store, collected my four sets of bed
spreads, and went home. I tried my best to make the bed in the guest room. Then, I dro
ve to the airport and waited for Jean and Natalle.  

“vy!”  

Jean’s figure appeared. Her loud voice sounded friendly and familiar. She wore black fo
r with blue skinny jeans, loolding hot and seductive as always.  

Natalie was carrying a cream–
white Birkin Cargo bag and dragging a Horizon trolley suitcase of the same series. She f
ollowed behind and happily rushed to me to greet me, “hy!”  

“Nar, I can see the improvement in your quality of life after breaking up with laden,” I tea
sed Natalie.  

“This is my newfound youth! I can say the same for you. Your face is glowing. Natale thr
ew the luggage in the trunk and sat in the passenger’s seat Jean sat in the back.  



I laughed as I drove to the restaurant. “Newfound youth, my ass! Didn’t you say you no l
onger want to date or marry?”  

Natalie giggled. “Yes, I did think so, but life is so unpredictable. I can’t be so serious wit
h my words.”  

Life was indeed unpredictable. I had left the country, yet bumped into Ashley. I was here
 for work while she was here for her studies  

Could I be the one for her?”  

I told Jean and Natalie what happened at the supermarket jean almost sprung up from t
he back seat. “What? Damm, is she a freaking ghost? Why is she everywhere haunting 
you?  

Chapter to Pregnant  

“Rowan might be here,” I said,  

jean was seething with anger. She sneered and spar, “of counsel otherwise, why did sh
e get into a car accident in the first place? she just wanted to be with Rowan.  

“Now, you and Rowan have divorced. She is terrified of becoming the town’s gossip, so 
she fled the country for her studies, securing herself with finances and avoiding the gos
sip  

“I can’t believe Rowan is here accompanying her. This is true love,” Natale sighed.  

He was busy with work 
every day and had so many things to manage. Yet, hecould squeeze time to accompan
y Ashley overseas for her studies. He was a man who was willing to give his money, eff
ort, and time.  

Jean spet, “My ass. She could choose anywhere in the world, but she chose here. Did s
he hire someone to look to you? She knew you were in Stormland and purposely came t
o  

mess with you!  

I was skeptical of Jean’s idea, but I didn’t think Ashley could pull off  

Stormland was small, but it would be challenging to figure out my whereabouts here an
d stage a coincidental bump–in  

I could still believe it Rowan found out my whereabouts, but he and I were divorced. Wh
y would he look into?  



Amid the convasation, the three of us had arrived at the restaurant.  

Looking at how livid Jean was, I quickly comforted her. “Don’t be angry anymore. Let’s 
get something to eat  

Jean agreed, but 
she barely ate anything on the contrary, she was glued to her phone and tapping away  

After a while, she anguly said to me, it was Rowan’s idea for Ashley to come here for he
r studies!!  

“Huh?” I was dumbfounded by what she said as I was enjoying my meal. “Why?”  

“How would I know?” Jean’s eyes were burning with rage. “Ashley initially wanted to stu
dy in Frevia. Rowan intervened and brought her here. Did he do this on purpose to mes
s. with you?!  

Rowan had alousy personality and temper but wouldn’t stop this low to mess with i me. 
After all, Ashley was the apple of his eye  

Then, I suddenly understood 
the look on Ashley’s face when I told her in the spermarket that I was working in Stocnla
nd  

Sheraust have assumed Rowan wanted her to come here for her sales because of me.  

“Jean, who did you ask about it?” Natalie asked curiously.  

“A–A friend. I have a lot of frands. Don’t you know that? pean stutered.  

Of the few of us, she had the most friends she met from partying and having fun.  

I took some food for her. “Thank you for your hard work, our in–
house intelligence. Have some food.  

Jean took the food and placed it on her plate. However, she spat it out the next second 
and made a etching sound  

Metale and exchanged glances. What was going on? Was the food that disgusting?  

“Why does the food in the restaurant taste so weird?pean wiped the comer of her mout
h with her napkin, her face looking disgusted.  

“The food tastes amazing is something wrong with your stomach? Tacked.  



Jean rubbed her stomach. “I think so. Nothing late since the New Year casted good. I st
opped drinking too. I only liked eating our and sweet fruits  

Beside her, Natalie widened her eyes, “Shit! Don’t tell me you’re pregnant, Jean! Why d
o your symptoms sound so similar to when I was pregnant?  

I was shocked too and looked at Jean in disbelief. “Jean, have you been getting your pe
riod on time?”  

Unlike me, Jean was physically fit. Even if she was swimming in a pool of alcohol, she h
ad good health. Her period came more on time than she had been paying her credit car
d  

Jeam slumped, her eyes guilty, “It can’t be, I never fooled around with anyone 1 only ha
d alcohol with them.”  

“Really?” I didn’t believe her..  

There was one person! Jean’s heart tightened as her voice grew louder. “It could only b
e him if there is. I will ensure he no longer can celebrate Father’s Day if he dates to avoi
d taking responsibility for thk”  

Malabe and I were dumblunded “Responsibility?”  

Was she planning to marry that man if she was really pregnant?  

This idea wasn’t something Jean would be okay with  

Before we could regain our senses, jean had started a video call. The call was answere
d quickly. When I saw the man’s face, immediately snapped back to reality, making sen
se of why Jean had so much information about Rowan and Ashley lately.  

Chester was the “spy” who told her.  

“I might be pregnant. You can decide what to do with the banny, Precious!” 
Jean dropped the bomb immediately  

Chester fell to an endless state of silence.  

I moved closer. His face was riddled with a look of shock, lost, and helplessness with a 
hint of blankness.  

“Did you get rested?” He weakly said after a long time.  

My period is one accurate than the clock in your home. I haven’t gotten it for almost two 
months. I can’t keep food  



d down and feel like puking. If I’m not pregnant, I musth  

Jean bere me boritative and said, “home and tell your parents. If they despise me being 
loose, I’ll print your check–in records and hand a copy to every member of your family!”  
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Chapter 110 Pregnant  

Before poor Chester could say a word, Jean hung up.  

At that moment, I could sense the terror and panic in her.  

chester was a playboy and two to three years younger. What if he didn’t want to take re
sponsibility?  

The woman was still the one carrying the baby. No matter whether she decided to keep 
the baby, she was at the losing end of the stick.  

No matter how loud or confident Jean was, she was still afraid.  

“Don’t panic. We’ll get a pregnancy test kit later. Otherwise, we can get you checked at t
he hospital” I patted Jean’s back,  

“I’m not panicking. If he doesn’t want to take responsibility for this, I’ll kill him.” Jean was
 stubborn.  

Natalie understood how she felt best and quickly said, “That’s right. I’ll be right by your s
ide. Don’t worry. Even if he dies, we’ll be your Precious‘ godmother.”  

Chester was as good as dead in our conversation without him saying a word.  

We were not in the mood to finish our meal. I drove Jean and Natalie home after stoppin
g to get a few pregnancy test kits. When we reached home, I asked Jean to test herself 
in  

the bathroom.  

She walked out three minutes later. Two lines were evident as she showed us the preg
nancy stick.  

“Why don’t we try it tomorrow morning? It’s more accurate that way,” Natalie said, unsur
e whether Jean was overjoyed or  

“Yeah, pregnancy sticks aren’t always accurate,” I said.  



Jean sighed. She took a picture of the pregnancy stick with 
her phone and sent it to Chester.  

What shocked me was that she sent it to a group chat with her parents, Leslie and Jam
es.  

r sad.  

“I can’t hide such a big news. Worse comes to worst, I’ll stay a few more days here and 
only head back once they have cooled down.” Jean seemed undaunted  

Isaid nothing and only started researching diets for pregnant women that could benefit t
he baby on my phone.  

It still baffled me that Jean only realized she was pregnant today after not getting her pe
riod for two months.  

Chapter It Wasn’t His Baby  

Jean and Natalie extended their two–day trip at the last minute,  

Besides working, Natalie and I spent the day researching recipes to ensure Jean’s bab
y received enough nutrition  

The Danes went ballistic. They called one after the other, asking who the father of Jean’
s baby was. However, she was unwilling to share before Chester gave her a reply  

1pped my mouth shut for her, giving James an excuse when he asked me about it.  

“I have a sudden craving for turkey,” Jean said as she rubbed her belly.  

Natalir, who was preparing the duck in the kitchen, propped her head out “Is duck chay?
!  

“I want to eat turkey.” Jean lay on the soda, unmoved, as if paralyzed.  

Her pregnancy symptoms had become more apparent these days–
her appetite for food kept changing  

Sometimes, she couldn’t keep her food down other times, she went down hard on her fo
od  

I took my car keys. “I buy some back. Wait for me.”  

“You’re the best, boy!” Jean’s eyes immediately brightened as she sent flying kissen to 
me,  



It was raining outside. Without hesitation, I drove to the restaurant had gone to before T
hey sold the best roasted turkey.  

It was dannet time, so the restaurant was packed ordered a portion of roasted turkey an
d other foods to go. Then, I found a seat near the door and waited.  

When Rowan entered, my head was buried in my phone. When I heard the door open, i
nstinctively raised my head and was stunned,  

He was wearing a gray and white suit with a black sweater. The for–
made salt fitted him perfectly, with intricate craftsmanship and excellent proportions. Th
e suit made him book chivalrous and regal  

His dack hair was parted three–quarters, with some of 
his bangs resting on his eyebrows. He looked exceptionally dishing with his intricate fa
cial features.  

When he walked in, the restaurant was vaguely filled with shricks from a few ladies.  

I had to admit—the man was handsome and became the 
center of attention wherever he went.  

Rowan saw me to. A look of surprise flickered in his eyes and slowly calmed  

The waiter went to welcome him. Rowan ordered two pactions of turkey and desserts in
 the Lumish and asked about  

I wondered if Ashley craved turkey too. However, I remained indifferent and continued t
o look at my phone  

Rowan and I were divorced, so his business had nothing to do with me,  

For some unknmum reason, Rowan walked over and sat beside me,  

1 felt uncomfortable. However, I would appear weak if I got up and switched seats. Sinc
e he didn’t feel skward, why should I?  

“Is Jaan with you? Howan broke the awkward silence between us.  

“It’s none of your business,” said indifferently.  

Rowan seemed to chuckle. “Of course, she is none of my business. She’s not carrying 
my baby”  

I rolled my eyes at him, thinking why he was asking then.  



Rowan looked at his watch for the time and asked, “Can you ask an out?  

“If you have nothing to do with her, why do you want to meet  

mocked. “Aren’t you afraid Ashley would get angry with you if she finds out?”  

The expression on Rowan’s face tumed slightly cold at the mention of Ashley. Then, it q
uickly turned back to normal.  

He explained, “Chester asked me to findout where Jean is. He took a plane this morning
 and should have reached the airport by nowe should be on his way here”  

That was strange. “Why is Chester bere? is be here to speak to Jean? A playboy bastar
d like him would never be able to take responsibility.”  

Rowan was speechless, and his face turned ghastly. “Why would he not be able to take 
responsibilty?”  

“Jean is pregnant, and Chester had gone missing the last few days, probably hiding and
 finding comfort in some other beautifd lady’s arms.  

“Rowan, other than Ivan, all of you are good for nothing. Honestly, I don’t know how lon
g Ashley can keep you. Let’s see how loyal you can be after the passion has faded,” I e
xpressed my deepest doubes.  

Previously, I had thought about it. I died early in my past life and did not witness Row an
d Ashley’s married life together. Maybe he had gotten bored after a few years. The expr
ession on Rowan’s face had darkened tremendously at my comment  

“Ishan that special to you?” he asked in a displeased tone,  

ivan remained uncorrupted among you bunch of playboys. Does that make him special?
 it was strange for Rowan to ask me about such a simple fact.  

Rowen scoffed. He looked at me coldly, averted this gaze, and never looked at me agai
n.  

After awhile, my turkey takeout was ready. I took the food, left the restaurant, and drove
 off. Une pectedly, Rowan Inllowed behind me in his car.  

Thad no choice but to stop the car, Rowan followed suit.  

“Why are you following me I was unhappy. “When did you become a stalker?  

“We’re coincidentally going in the same direction” own sat in his car, turning his head to 
look at me  



“What? Your love nest with Ashley is right by where I live?‘ angrily inked.  

Buwan browned. “in not staying with her  

I was started. “You’re not staying ineler? Then, why are you here? Weren’t you the one 
who arranged for her to study 

 


