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Chap 121 A Drunken Kiss  

ne like dis might end spemaking herrry”  

or you going to do about 117” powan’s under carried a provocative:  

Last Christmas and how that hit me is determined not to be humidiated like that agai  

| want to Bune anything to do with you anymore. It’s over,” Toftefore taking far and walki
ng away with him.  

Scar was packed nearby After lunch in his rat, 1 parted my hill stomach with continent, t
hanked james for kiraller intervention. His ans had spared for from what  

sighest as he took die many food rantainer from me “No pestilen at all I’m gled could hel
p. Why don’t you rest in the rat for abit before heating back to work?” he  

Treclined the passenger seat as far as it 
would go, ut. im, and lay down “Terally could useamp“.  

ery weighing on me. I drifted of quely had a ring might by who owed in rat and sleep, pv
t like me  

larm chaned poortudly. I 
woke up feeling drowsy and stretched before sering James Baldond all next to me tauetl
y, Topened the rar door and slipped  

Fred BMW, my eye intturipely dated toward it, wondering if Ashley bad agreedtor.  

Later that attemoon at work, Linda, soded 
leside me, suddenly remarked, ““Wuncan tell Bowen really spoids her.“”  

Tomanet ilent, focusing on my tasks.  

“Theard you pursued Bowie Jor five years before marrying him. Why are you so quick to
 divorce him tour Lists asked  

Trilated, I reponded, “You know Rowan, dont you why don’t you ask him directly? It’s wo
rk hours now I’d prefer not to discess my personal lite  

Linda’s repemuoni hardened, her gave numing iry she didn’t say another word to me aft
er that.  



After work, 1 inopped by the impert.  

thered with the buildingi  

piræ up some 
fruit before mishing komne. The neighborhood serraedd i mually dark tonight  

mord and found that some poWIT  

Holding with my bag of fruit, Ilonked at the set 
of under ricott and relictantly chose to take the starcitatoval Fortunately, the motion activ
ated lights in the stairwell were fummoning Frlimbed  

When Troerbed the serund floor, il spritted a figure looming nearby just before the lights 
suddenly extinguished, plunging as into darkuni Desircleocedaylinat.  

before i cosid trigger the motion antiated light with arall, a handelespetando muy art. ser
ridly puded merlover barreamed, and alright Dickerndback işle  

his hand and fling my started cry. Hebesked weery, and Eranglik adamit whiff of alcohol 
on his breath, suggesting he had been drinking  

My heart continued to pound firmnely and I was stil reeling from these are inre recogniz
ed him, lengrily swing my bag of fesitatham, shouting, “Howwan, are you insane?you :  

Rowan didy immutan Erepeatedly streik hun with the leg untila burst open, sending fruit
y rambling down the stars. With the fruits scattered, Traved my hand, prised to strike  

In show an unused may wrist post before Terudd swing  

pated, my anger boding over as I tried to lash out with tiny t  

He remained sånt, his amour gaze coming tonigh me Then, heefturtlessly send any oth
er hand, presing me against the wall and securing my arms above my head, cansed an
d completely restrened I was helpless to resist  

I was a deeply humidiating position, and bouldering fare aflame with both anger and sha
me  

“Are you out of your mind‘ on bother Ashley if you’re drunk, not me?” I stepped, squirmi
ng my body as I tried is free myself from dali gr  

“Weed, I only think of you be this when I’ve had a few,” Rowan 
said, unexpectedly smiling. His wire was slightly golf, the scent of alcohol hanging hony 
on his been the next instant, his lips boldly met mine  



The left meeting and breathless, mely rigs yet sy familiar. With my slender hold, tengist 
own felt utterly utile. Already weak from hunger  

her skipping dinner, my legs newly per out at his anddem advance  

Hissing  

quickly taught me, wrapping around 
my waist and lifting me slightly. Ich like I was on tiptoes. As he held me, my hands finall
y broke Tene, tinalike to push him www.led at his neck ferrly  

Rowan granted in pain, his skin now bearing down angry red scan.  

“Let me go! This is self!” I shouted. As he loosened his grip, Hought to regain toy compo
sure and wamed, “I’ll call the poder”  

Powan touched his scratched neck, insperting the blood on his fingertips with a frown, “
by, are you part wild af te something ”  

“Thadadroped wildcat in me, yar’d be the merchaning after mytal,” I shot back, saosthin
g my tousled hair and taking adreji berath, “Rowan, Ashley? We’redhorced, yet here yo
u are, „telling me you miss the. How absurd!”  

you think this in a to  

At that moment, the motion–
activated light flickered off again, plunging in into darkness onlyour heavy breathing fille
d the wild, out of the darkness, Howat’s your surfaced, “I never wanted thedhore”  

“Don’t string me along it you don’t love u Rowan, I’ve given your a decade to fall in love
 with me, but it never happened, did it? I questioned My heart pounded with lingering  
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four, its rhythm loud in my throat, refusing to calm.  

“I did 
ask for time to sort things out with Ashley. It’s you who stopped trusting me,” Rowan res
ponded.  

“You won’t resolve anything, Rowan You always think too highly of yourself. It’s not that
 you’re incapable of love. It’s just that your heart belongs to Sophie and Ashley. You can
 never ignore them or fully return my feelings  



“I don’t want to cause a scene and run what we’ve had for the past decade Find your pe
ace, and allow me to find mine,” I said.  

The sadness I had managed to suppress returned quietly. Those had been the best ten
 years of my life. How could I possibly reflect on them now without feeling anything?  

Chapter 133 An Impulsive Brawl  

Bowen and I stood facing off in a tense standoff when pudenly, a figure appeared at the 
top of the stairs it was James  

Sponges hurried down and delivered a forceful punch to Rowan’s face.  

“You scoundrel!” he shouted angrily.  

The scattered fruit and my tousled hair must have presented a chastic scene to anyone 
who stumbled upon it  

Unexpectedly, Rowan refrained from 
retaluring Hecollapsed heavily to the ground, touching the bleeding earner of his Ip bef
ore getting backup  

Ignoring james completely, Rowan fixed his game on me and said, “I 
won’t retaliate since he hit me on your behal  

Imanagedawrysmile and asked, “Why bother?”  

Rowan’s aberthair tousled slightly, partially covering one eps. His emotions were unrea
dable as hesed, “Youence slow catches you off guard and deepens over time. I’m wart
ing to understand what you meant.!!  

Still seething, James shot back sharply, “Who are you trying to disgust with that sentime
ntal 
crap? Keep your romantic nonsense for your girl, alright? Be a man and own up to your 
choices!”  

It was only then that lawan tumed his gaze toward James, his eyes cold and distant.  

“What are you doing here? Are you staying at her place?” Rawan asked as he pointed i
n my direction, his expression growing more threatening.  

James bepan, “Yeah, and what I am? You  

I could tell james was trying to provoke Rowan on my behalf. They were men and surel
y understood how possessive men could be.  



But I Intervened. “He’s only staying here temprarily. You should head back there’s nothi
ng more. Your duties back at your company in the country must be calling you Don’t  

Then, took James 
by the arm and led him quickly up to the third floor, back to my apartment, and closed t
he doce behind  

“Are you still hung up on him, ky?” Janes added. His eyes reflected disappointment as h
e sank into a chair.  

“It’s not about being hung up on him. We’re dhorced, and it just want to acid unnecessar
y doma: I’dblanempel if anyone got hurt,” I replied, rubbing my temples, 
which were throbbing with pain.  

If Rowan lost his temper, things could run by, and wanted no 
part of it. As irritation simmered within me, a strong, fishy smell 
watted over me, making me gag Frushed to the  

bathroom  

Moments later, James‘ voice, enged 
with contem, came through the door. “y, are you okap? ”  

“L. I’m fine—
“Ichnked out before throwing up once I’d settled, I managed to rise and opened the door
, asking. “Jarnes, did you cook lish?”  

His face fell as he nodded in response. “I made sedood chowder Does the smell bother 
you?  

James lingered close by, watching me intently as I washed my hands. Eventually, he q
uestioned, “vy, are you pregnant?”  

Hroze Jean had made everything so complicated Living 
together only increased the chances of others decoreering my pregnancy.  

Ten minutes later, James and I sat in silence on the couch, has brow furrowed in deep
ence for what felt like an eternity.  

Finally, he asked, “Do you intend to raise this child alone? Are you not going to bell Ro
wan  

“I want the child, but not the marriage.” I sighed horvily, “Please, James, promise me yo
u won’t breathe a wood of this to anyone, including Jean She’s married to Chester 
now, and I can’t let Rowan findout.”  



“No way!” James burst out, clearly grated. Heaped to his feet, stomped to 
the door, and stored out.  

Shocked, I hurried after him. To my astonishment, Rown hadn’t left. He lingered downte
rs, casually smoking beside his car  

As I went down the stairs, I saw mes charge at Rowan and land a powerful punch to hi
s toe. The raw intensity of his rage caught me off and  

“Are you aching for a fight? Rowan yelled, soothing with fury. His cigarette lay abando
ned on the ground as he followed up with a brutal kick med at fames.  

James‘ voice thundered through the air. “Who do you think you are, hurting her like this
? Just because she 
loved you? She loved you for a decade, and even after the divorce, you’re still tormenti
ng her, you damn jek”  

He took the blow without so much as a blink. Regaining his balance, he inged forward a
nd down by the collar, roaring. “I should never have been afraid to crash your  

wedding and steal her away from you  

Rowan forcehilly shook off james‘ grip, his anger barely contained. “Do you think crashi
ng the wedding world have changed anything? She didn’t choose you then, and the won
’t choose you now. Damn it  

He overwhelmed by the scaling chaos. The two men were locked in a brawl, and 1 heat
ed to step in as I had done before, especially now with a child to protect. Any harm to u
s could have disastrous consequences.  

“Then why didn’t you appreciate her? Do you even realize that she “James nearly reveal
ed the secret  

1 gathered my courage and dashed forward, wrapping my anns around James” waist. “I
 don’t love him anymore. I really don’t!”  

A weighty silence settled over us the instant the words left my lips, james glanced dow
n at me, his eyes reflecting empathy mingled with lingering resentment. Meanwhile, Ro
wan  

are a surprisingly calm expression as it he had foreseen my words..  

‚ just go!” I sail firmly, avoiding his pare  

As Bowen climbed into his car, 1 heard the door slam shut behind me, its force carrying 
the weight of his simmering anger.  



Maments later, James broke the silence. “He’s gone.”  

“Promise me this stays behens,” I said, casing my held on his wast.  

Downplaying impuste moment, I added perily,” you don’t want me getting involved with 
him because of our child, keep this under wraps. Don’t let anyone know!  

Chapter 122 An impulsive Brawl  

James paced with frustration with hands on his hips before agreeing. “Fine,”  

Feeling a rush of relief, I smiled. “Good. Let’s get back inside. It’s late, and I’ve got work
 tomorrow.”  

With that, I headed upstairs ahead of James. The night had left me emotionally drained.
 My thoughts drifted to Rowan’s intense and unrestrained kiss earlier.  

It felt like I was the love he’d missed his chance with. But earlier that day, he’d gifted a c
ar to Ashley, letting her leap into his arms and wrap her arms around his waist.  

I realized that his mixed emotions toward me stemmed from my sudden withdrawal of lo
ve, our divorce, and his difficulty in accepting that I was no longer under his control. He 
had mistaken possessiveness for genuine affection toward me  

Finding comfort in these thoughts, I eventually fell asleep as dam approached  

The following day, I showed up at work with heavy bags under my eyes. Charles took n
otice of my weary look and summoned me into his office.  

“Rough night?” he asked.  

“Something came up last night, and I stayed up longer than I should have,” I confessed t
ruchtally.  

Charles shook his head resignedly. “Try not to stay up late. Anyway, there’s something I
 need to discuss with you. Linda has requested a transfer to the marketing department, 
so she’ll be handing off her duties in business development to you,  

“You’ll be stepping into her role. How do you feel about that? Do you think you’re up for i
t?”  

Linda naturally held a higher position and earned a higher salary than mine.  

“What 
made her decide to move to the marketing department all of a sudden?” Lasked, surpris
ed.  



“She’s keen on diving into online marketing. She’s been deeply 
involved in managing distribution channels, but she’s grown tired of it and feels it’s time
 for a new challenge,” Charles explained.  

I couldn’t shake the sense that there was more to Linda’s choice. I suspected she wante
d to be nearer to Ashley, the young woman who bere such a striking resemblance to her
 younger sister.  

apter 173. The Mistress 
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After taking with Charles, I decided to shoulder some of Linda’s duties. They were mana
geable and offered valuable experience.  

Olven my pregnancy, was careful not to overt myself, so I didn’t take on all of her worklo
ad.  

With these additional responsibilities, myschedule filled quickly, and time flew by. Two d
ays later, James announced he had secured a new place to live.  

Before departing, James regarded me earnestly and said, “If you’re comfortable, I could 
pay rent and stay here a bit longer wouldn’t be ideal for you to be alone during your pre
gnancy without someone around to take care of you.”  

“James, don’t worry. I’m handling things fine. Besides, your new place is close by, righ
t? If I need anything, I’ll reach out to you without hesitation,” I responded  

His concem touched me, but hoped he would eventually let go of me. I was already pre
gnant, and understood he might not be comfortable with the idea of becoming a fathert
o my child.  

James sighed in response but didn’t create any trouble for me as he left, carrying only a
tem simple bags  

1 had to admit that having someone else around made the apartment feel liver. Now th
at James was gone, the quiet emptiness of the room only amplified my sense of loneline
ss.  

it wasn’t so much that I missed him specifically. It was the pregnancy hormones. They in
tensified all my emotions, terning each feeling, whether joy or sadness, into something o
verwhelming composed myself, took a shower, and 
went to bed thad work to concentrate on and a life to lead  



Fortunately, I didn’tencounter Rowan over the next few days. I wasn’t sure if he had tum
ed to home country or was staying with Ashley  

As the weekend approached, our besiness development department circulated a very li
sting various entertainment activities Each employer was asked to vote for their preferre
d option. The activity with the most votes would become our weekend team–
building event  

To my surprise, our department head invited Linda to join us. It was a fitting, developme
nt department and had maintained positive relationships with everyone.  

sidering she had been one of the original members of our branch’s business  

Ashley walked closely beside Linda, greeting me with her usual polite tone whenever o
ur paths crossed, “Ivory”  

Her voice grated on me, so chose to remain silent.  

“brory, you don’t have to be so distant with her. She’s actually quite nice.” Linda defend
ed Alley. Her defence de curious glances from our colleagues, highlighting my negative 
attitude toward Ashley.  

key as a replacement for her late sister, Sophie.  

I was taken aback by how quickly Lindabad bonded with Ashley Linda probably saw As
hley  

Ashley bit her lip and reassured Unda, “It’s alright, Linda Ivory might just be worn out fro
m work and feeling down. I get it”  

Linda seemed comment with Ashley’s brief display of empathy, though Touldn’t quite gr
asp by.  

After joining in a few 
activities at the villa party organied by the business development department, I slipped a
way in a terrace for a moment of solitude,  

Linda quietly materialized bind me 
as if out of thin air. “Do you truly despise Ashley that much?  

“Are we supposed to be inseparable pals? Tshot back, findingher question absurd.  

“Back then, Sophie loathed you just as intensely.” Linda brought up Sophie again.“In th
e end, she gave up her lite Ashley reminds me of her, though she’s gender. Sometimes
 1 wonder if things would’ve been different had Sophie been more like Ashley.”  



That explained why Linda seemed so contented earlier.  

“Quit bringing this up to me. I’ve already told you, I had no invent with Sophie. I don’t ev
en know her,” I sad, sinking into the recliner and staring at the nearby scenery I continu
ed, “You should tell Ashley she’s simply taking over Sophie’s position and explain how i
mportant Sophie was to Rowan  

Linda frowned disapprovingly at my detector. She spoke coldly, “I mentioned she remin
ds me of my late 
sister, but I won’t burden her with Sophie and Rowan’s past. I’m not as wicked as you a
re.”  

“Me, wicked?” I was genuinely baffled “Am I to accept the baseless actions simply beca
use of someone I’ve never even mat? should know jump in the river as penance for lear
ning about Sophie’s firs?”  

Lindaled at me with spite.  

Frustrated, rose to my feet and poised at her. Linda Clark, sten closely. I’m not the one 
who caused the rift between Sophie and Roman, but Ashley was the mistress who Interf
ered in my relationship with Rowan.  

*Spare the tocking fairy tale of true love! if you see Ashley as your new Sophie, then go 
ahead and look after her. I’m even willing to divorce Rowan and let Ashley take my plac
e. That’s the most generous offer can make Don’t push me into doing something she’s 
not ready to handle!”  

As I finished speaking, I noticed Ashley and several collegues from the business develo
pment department standing at the terrace door with drinks in hand, frozen in surprise. A
shley’s face was a mix of shock, hurt, and embarrassment, her tears deliberately exposi
ng her vidnerability.  

they appeared completely word.  

All my colleagues had heard me. While we usually conversed in Lumish, they understoo
d Etherian as well Now, Ashley abruptly tuned and dashed 
away, Conored, Linda woted to follow her but first tumed to me with a question. “Do yo
u really have to do that? 
You and Rowan both divorced now! What’s the point of singing her out?  

With that, Linds hurried after Ashley.  

ly, “You see that? Ashley snatches my ex–
husband, and I’m expected to be thankful. Otherwise, I’m painted as  



Espered, took a drink from a colleague’s hand, and mocked casually, awicked person. 
How ridiculous.”  

Mycolleagues‘ mactions were completely diverse. I wondered what those few 
male colleagues, obviously charmed by Ashley’s appearance, were contemplating. Fras
ially strolled away, unconcerned about hulling officechatter. After all, Ashley ended up lo
oking worse, not me.  

Themenwapped upon a  

se note the so the friction between Ashley mul myself. After leaving the villa, I made a b
eeline lot my can, eager to retum here  

Chapter 123 The Mistress Revealed  

Just then, Rowan’s vehicle pulled up nearby. He emerged from the car, his expression u
nreadable. Surprisingly, he hadn’t departed the country. He must have been with Ashley
 this whole time.  

Linda walked by me, holding Ashley’s hand, and paused before Rowan. Their conversat
ion was out of my earshot, and soon after, Ashley began to dab at her tears  

Life was full of surprises. Linda had long held a grudge against Rowan. Could she be co
nsidering a reconciliation with Rowan because of Ashley?  

Linda’s concerned expression was that of an older sister entrusting a beloved younger 
sibling to someone else’s cate  

As Rowan 
listened, his eyes suddenly locked onto mine. I cursed my perfect eyesight, which allow
ed me to read his shifting emotions so clearly even from such a distance.  

His face shifted from disinterest to annoyance, then softened into empathy, which weigh
ed heavily on me  

I slid into my car, ignoring them completely, and drove off without a backward glance.  

When I got home, my phone rang. I was anticipating Rowan’s call to defend his “innoce
nt girlfriend, but to my surprise, Ivan’s name appeared on the screen instead.  

I picked up the phone, and Ivan’s voice came through: “Benjamin’s 
been trying to reach you. Did you block him?”  

“Yeah, I did. Why’s he reaching out to me? Lasked, sinking into the couch and closing 
my eyes to get some rest  



I blocked Benjamin when I went abroad. At first, I had sought emotional support through
 him, but I realized it wouldn’t be right to entangle him in a misguided relationship at his 
young age. So, I ended up blocking all his contacts.  

Chapter No Feelings for Ashley  

“abcrl to jest disappear after using him like that? Despite han’s woods, his smule Ingere
d in his tane  

I couldn’t detect any hintothin fading me cruel from what hend  

“It’s part,” band with a sigh rast, rebed on him for motional support that as we got closer,
 is he was mily a good person Fouldn’t keep using him Blocking him was  

“Well, that’s certainly one way to show you’ve got a conscience,” Ivan temarked, antuse
d by my words. Then, he asked, “What should tell him if he asks about you  

pid Benjamin actually po to bvan’s hospital to ask about me? I was surprised by how mu
ch becared about me.  

Feeling even more gudby, I hesitated 
for a moment before replying. “Jest inform him that after my dworce from Rowan, I reloc
ated overseas for work. I won’t be back for at least two wear. He can reach out to your 
work–rep  

Htook a moment bets asking. “He’ll come to me for work–
relead sues is he in the medical field?  

“He’s not but you can help him with other work–
related challenges, right? Dr. York, doctors like you are known for compassion lease, sh
ow him some kindness”  

My attempt to pult–
trip him left him speechless. He was likely pondering how his compassionate natime as 
a doctor could translate into helping someone with their career  

elis, think of it as doing meat. If you help him, consider it a debt owe you.” Thantly adde
d. I didn’t plan on leaving that debe unpaid.  

“And how de vou plan to repes me? han fullrasked.  

suggested. Reflecting on the day’s events, 1 reconsidered and added, “Then again, ma
ybe not. Dr. York, Ashley can be quite buchy, Choosing can hune lasting consequence
s. I’d advise eating Rowan take that risk.”  

“What if 1 help you out with Ashley the WT  



Ivan’s beam laughter echoed through the phone. He seemed genuinely amused  

Ilent, encertar whether he was mocking me. Ivan were to fall for Ashley, I would interven
e again. I would step back and respect his choices, no matter the outcome.  

“Them, I’ve abonos wondered. Who told you had a thing 
for Ashley? And why are you so convinced I’d be into her?‘ asked.  

“Didn’t you have feelings for her?” I questioned  

Deep down, I smised something was off about van in this time. Yet, another part of me 
held onto the belief that he would eventually develop feelings for Ashler, although it mic
ht bucjami later than in my past life  

“I don’t have beelings for her, han stated.  

I was shocked “Remember when you 
mentioned being drawn to someone you could pursue because of her situation? Wasn’t 
that Ashley?  

İvan stone numed serious all of a sudden “Why does it have to be Ashley? Why couldn’t
 it be you?  

My mind went blank as it a lighting bolt had just track 
inside my head was momentarily shinned What on earth did wants?  

“situatein “he was entering to was because no divorce with Rowan hadn’t been finalized
back then?  

Buddenir. I recalled jeant’s woods. She had mentioned that he was belong inilyard. At th
e time, it contined me, but Theld onto the belief that everything would  

(of my previou be, with han endly dracking Imlings for Ashley.  

Brompletely reshape the storyline of 
relationships atter myrbath‘ torrent of questions flooded my mind, indring me speechles
s.  

“Surprised” han laughed. “I was just giring an 
example, Ashley un’t the only woman around Why should be fixated on her? There are 
plenty of women whose situations would  

My heart drained. I breathed asichorzelet and replied, “Yau surprised me.  

Tet, beneath my besperise, Trouldn’t shake the feeling that we had sewed my unease a
nd found his words to res are me  



Ashley going forward She’s herself, and I’m me. I’m not interested in her,” Iwa sad with 
a sigh.  

Thân some trouble. At the same time, Tabo understood that this supposed amniscience
 had its limitations. Many drials were Land avoid projecting futer expectations on him in 
the present  

“Alright. I’en sorry I misunderstood you” Tadsch  

at make nice you take care of yourself and keep an eye on your diet,” Ivas advised.  

for a bit, Thung up Right after tha i message hom the hospital came upon my phone.  

in was for my upcoming pratal appointment. After checking the date, Indard almost a mo
nth had passed since my checkup Time had slipped away without me even anting  

The  

checkup procedure was  

i was distinct from what it was like in my home country began a calize this compared to 
what je had told me about.  

Around two mendia into my pregnancy, Funderwent blood tests for Down 
syndrome screening and discovered the baby’s gender. It was a girl. My next appointme
nt was  

scheduled for a detailed ultrasound scan.  

Ish of let, knowing it was a girl I’d been worried sick about having a boylike that jerk van 
would have delen mei  

“Sweetheart, you’ve got to toughen up and take after me, your mom!“ Imunmured, pretly
 rubbing my abdunum. I was naturally slender and way in the early stages of pregnancy,
 so my abdomen esined that mough that on one 
would suspect I was expecting whmidersand up.  

The doctor also mentioned my health condition and emphasized the need to carebelly s
anch my nutrition intakes great my body from becoming too trall, which could malnutritio
n for the baby.  

With that in mind, I humed to the kitchen to perper a simple yet nourishing dinner for my
sell.  

I had just finished dinner when Jean’s video call came in. She was at the Lowson resid
ence, lounging on the couch like a queen while Chester fed her nuts.  



Jean pushed Chester’s hand away and tumed to me. “Ing, did you hear? Roman’s jum
ped onto that Stomland project.”  

“When did that happen?” I asked.  
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“It must’ve been around the time when Ashley went overseas. Now, he’s managing Duo
 Chemicals from afar. That son–of–a–
bitch’s really bending over backward for that temptress!” Jean cursed.  

I figured Chester had filled Jean in on the 
gossip. Smiling, I replied casually, “It doesn’t bother me. We’re divorced, so his choices 
are his own now. Actually, I bumped into him earlier today.”  

“What happened?” Jean asked, keen for more details.  

in our group chat”  

I hadn’t gotten around to telling Jean and the others about Sophie and Linda yet. After a
 brief pause, I said, “I’ll till you all in on the details in our Once our call ended, 1 swiftly c
omposed a lengthy message detailing Sophie and Linda, then sent it to our group chat.  

The chat exploded with activity immediately. Despite our small group of four, the rapid–
fire responses made it feel as bustling as a crowded group,  

Jean’s voice message came first. “This is so fucking dramatic! I never knew about Sophi
e. Even Ashley was just filling in for her. Then, what about you, by? Have you been an e
motional punching bag for five years?”  

Chapter 125 Bleeding  

Olivia and Natalie finally couldn’t held back their thoughts any longer, either  

Oliva: “vy, divorcing him was the right call. Rowan is completely out of line. You didn’t e
ven know Sophie when soagreed to marry him, so why are you taking all the blame ?  

Natalie: “Exactly. How can they be soschish? You’re a victim in all of this, tool  

Jean: “And what was her name again? Linds, right? What the hell is her problem, spouti
ng all that? I would he pulled her hair out of had been there. No doubt!”  



As I scrolled through the countless messages, Icorldn’t help but feel disheartened. Row
an never mentioned Sophie to me. Back then, he only urged me to turn down Robert’s 
proposal  

With Robert’s health deteriorating, there was not hesitate, and because I didn’t refuse, I
 ended up marrying Rowan. If I made a mistake, it was agreeing to marry own despite 
knowing he had no action for me.  

That night, the group chat buzzed with activity jean and the others were burious on my b
ehalf, talking about confronting scan, but intervened.  

The more we entertained the idea of retaliation, the more complicated things would bec
ome. It seemed wiser to leave things be as they were.  

Right then, my biggest concern was how long Rowan planned to stay in soomland. I wis
 ger for him 
to finish his work and retum to our home country soon. As my prepney progressed conc
ealing my growing belly was becoming more challenging by the day  

The next day at work, I received a text from Linda “Let’s talk after work”  

“Embed up I texted back and brushed it oft  

To my surprise, Unda blocked my car at the company entrance after work lett me with n
o choice but to get out and confront her.  

trying case trouble. I just want you to lay off Ashley. She’s a part–
time streamer in the marketing department, and you’re in business development. Your p
atha hardly crossed, so there’s no reason for this hostility.” Linda said, her tone laced w
ith self–righteousness.  

Why are you defending her? tasked caveally.  

” her like a little sister. That’s all,” Linda replied, as expected.  

Ten’t help but be amused. “So, because you believe Rowan still pies for Sophie, and As
hley reminds you of her, you’re okay with Ashley being around human as a replacement
, huh?  

Was it Linda and Sophie’s strong sisterly bond that deserved admiration, or was Ashley’
s captivating presence that warranted prase?  

Linda was about to respond when Ashley emerged from the company building.  

Jahley’s eyes were red, and her small, pale face looked distraught. Upon spotting me, a
 flicker of hatred crossed her eyes bot was swiftly replaced by distress.  



“Ivorry, Tresigned today, I won’t be coming here to bother you anymore,” she said sorru
tuly  

“Ash, why did you resign? No, you can’t leave! This isn’t your fault?” Lindprotested  

“Now everyone thinks I’m the one who wrecked Ivory’s marriage. How can I possibly ke
ep working herr?Linda, thanks for having my back through al of this lowe you a meal,” A
shley said, dabbing at her eyes. She arceda hauntingly beautiful snde.  

Linda kooked at me, silently urgang me to speak up  

Esteered at Ashley’s words, “You’re not quitting because 
you’re worried about bothering me. It’s because you can’t handle the gossip, right?”  

hory, 1-“Ashley began, her eyer welling up with less  

“Enough, Ashley: You know what you’ve done. I’m done arguing about this. I wish you a
nd Rowan a happily ever after i snapped. I was starving and eager to get home for som
e  

As finished my words, Feaught Ashley’s expression shirt, her eyes staring past me laci
ng over my shoulder, I spotted Rowas looming her, his features twisted in anger. He pro
bably had heard my “well–wishes” just moments before  

“What has she done? Telle Rowan demanded stay, tould sense the simmering anger be
neath his composed demeance  

Ashley looked at me with unease.  

When I was abducted, she ignored my cries for help and instead tried to distract on and 
the others. When I was going through a divorce with Rowan, she encouraged me to pur
sue new happiness and expedite the divorce proceedings without his knowledge  

Sheen arranged for Benjamin to visit me in the hospital, mingit perfectly for him to run in
to town. She deliberately used Ella’s perfume, a gift from me, in Rowan’s carto mark her
 presence she sent me apology messages and shared her location, thrwtening to commi
t sokide.  

I meticulously recorded all her manipulations on my phone. I intended to expose everyt
hing when the time was right.  

Noxing my silence, Ashley grew flustered and blurted out, “Mr. Payne, I–there’s been a 
misunderstanding with heory. She didn’t mean it when she called me amistress last time
. I’ve caused quite a mess for her, so I’ve decided to resign today.”  



Without warning. Ashley stepped forward, grabbed my hand, and attempted to slap her 
face with it. “Lacted disgracefully, Ivory. Go ahead, hit mel deserve!”  

Her actions took me by surprise Lindaquickly intervened, grabbing my hand to prevent 
me from actually slapping Ashley  

Reacting instinctively, I pulled my hand back, but in the commination, Ashley lost her ba
lance and stumbled  

“Ashley!” kowan exclaimed, rushing over to help her up.  

Linda’s patience stapped, and she showed me hand, I fell to the ground, feeling asharp 
pain shoot through my lower abdomen. I cradled my belly, my complexion paling  

With Rowan’s assistance, Ashley regained her balance and kept up the façade of comin
g to my defense. “Don’t blame hory, please. She didn’t mean any harm. I just lost my fo
oting.”  

It warmth spreading from my lower body, and lought through the pain to say, “Now, I thi
nk I’m having my period. You know how frail my body is. Please, take me to the  
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Just then, Ashley let out a cry of pain. She hunched over and rolled up her pant leg, rev
ealing a swollen, red ankle that was probably sprained.  

My heart sank. It was clear that Ashley didn’t want Rowan to take me to the 
hospital. Normally, I might have ignored such issues, but now, with a child on the way, T
almost divudged everything to force Rowan to make his own decision.  

Yet, fear held me back. What if revealing my pregnancy didn’t influence Rowan? Would 
it only make me appear more pitiable and embarrassed? I dreaded the thought of my ch
ild being mocked and becoming a child unwanted by her father.  

1 struggled to rise, a jolt of fear coursing through me as my hand brushed the bloodstain
 on my dress. I supported my body as I moved toward my car, intending to drive to the h
ospital alone.  

Suddenly, I heard Ashley cry in frustration and urgency, “Rocan“”  

Before I could turn, someone effortlessly lifted me off the ground.  

“I’ll get you to the hospital,” Rowan declared, holding me in his arms. His strong, gracefu
lly moving jawline was aesthetically pleasing to the eye as he spoke.  



Not far behind us, Ashley fell silent. She probably couldn’t believe that Rowan had priori
tized helping me  

Rowan helped me into the passenger seat and buckded my seatbelt in silence before s
peeding toward the closest hospital. Ashley’s figure shrank until she was just a speck th
rough the window.  

“I might stain your car,” Imurmured apologetically.  

Rowan’s brow furrowed deeply. He couldn’t help but glance at me as he said, “Your hea
lth is more important than the car. You’re an adult. Why aren’t you taking better care of 
yourself?”  

I was too exhausted to respond, my mind consumed with concern for the baby’s well–
being  
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When 1 arched at the hospital, Iwas promptly taken to the gynecology department for a
n evaluation, lewing Ronan sowat in the lobby  

1brieflydescribed my situation to the doctor, who then ran a series of bests. The results 
were disheartening  

She recommended that the hospitalized temporarily for prenatal care. I felt utterly devas
tated and completelydruned.  

“s the man outside your husband? Should he be informed about your condition? You  

“No, he’s just a friend let him mow if I need his help. Thank you.” I replied wearily,  

done to take care of you,” the doctor said.  

Once I had settled into my ward, Rown approached my bedside with a concemed look. 
He asked, “What’s going on? tried asking the doctor, but she wouldn’t tell me anything.”  

Thad asked the doctor to keep my condition private, and she honored my wish for confi
dentiality.  

Rowan looked genuinely worried. Besides, he had left Ashley behind to bring me to th
e hospital earlier.  



I 
struggled with whether to disclose the truth and allow him the chance to decide could ke
ep the baby, I wouldn’t withhold the opportunity for him to visit in the future.  

“Rowan, I-“I began, but his phone ring, interrupting me.  

He glanced at the caller ID and decided to answer the call. From the short conversation,
 I gathered it was Linda on the line, and I pieced together the gist of their discussion.  

“How did it get this serious? I’ll be there right away! Alright, I get it,” Rowan said.  

My doubts instantly solidified Rowan had brought me to the hospital solely out of obligat
ion. How had I let myself be swayed so easily?  

Luckily, I didn’tulter a word Otherwise, I might have been accused of using my pregnan
cy to manipulate Rowan for my gain.  

After hanging up, Howan looked at me with uncertainty. Before he could say anything, T
reassured him with a smile and said, “Go ahead. Bringing me here was more than enou
gh.”  

“She’s badly sprained her ankle. I should go check on her, Rowan said as if feeling the 
need to explain  

“There’s no need for explanations. You’re free to leave,” I replied calmly with a smile,  

I didn’t want to show any of my pain and anxiety before him right now. The baby was ou
rs, but if I decided to keep it, I understood I’d be managing everything alone.  

Rowan’s expression brieflytensed before he turned and walked away. As I watched the 
ward door close behind him, struggled to calm myself for a long while  

After a while, I asked the doctor to arrange acaregiver to 
look after me over the next few days. Next, called Charles to request some time off.  

Worried, he insisted on visiting me at the hospital. I provided him with the address and s
uggested become the following day  

Later that night, while scrolling through my phone by the bed, I stumbled upon a post fro
m Ashley, it was posted about tive hours earlier–
probably around when Rowan had taken me to the hospital.  

She had shared a photo of her sprained ankle with a caption. “What hurts 
more than my ankle is my heart.”  



It was truly heartbreaking that the man she believed loved her deeply could walk away 
when she was injured, choosing instead to take his ex–
wife to the hospital. Yet, she had it  

I’d been left behind countless 
times in the past Roman always chose her without hesitation  

In my past life, before I was diagnosed with breast cancer, frequently felt unwell. On on
e occasion, when I was enduring intense chest pain and 
drenching sweats, I asked Bowan to take me to the hospital. Yet, Ashleycalled to share 
her pregnancy news, and Rowan hurried to her side without hesitation.  

When I passed away, it was ironically the peak of the happiness. The Paynes had embr
aced Ashley, who was expecting a child, and Bowan had earned Jonah’s 
respect. Together, they had even launched a grand hotel.  

Inever expected to cause Ashley to face a setback during my lifetime. On a whim, 1 like
d Ashley’s post. Whether my action had an impact or not, she deleted it the next day.  

When Charles came to visit, he was surprised “hy, what’s going on? Why are you sudde
nly hospitalized? And why in the OB–GYN ward?  

Isighed 
resignedly and said, “My health has been delicate, especially with gynecological proble
ms. The doctor cautioned that it might affect my ability to have children in the future with
out proper treatment. It frightened me so much that I checked myself into the hospital im
mediately”  

I decided to keep my pregnancy a secret from my family.  

w thin you are now.”  

Charles sighed deeply in response. “Rowan’s the reason you’ve turned it this way. I rem
ember how healthy you were when we were younger, nothing like how  

“That’s all in the past Tean only blame myself for being such a hopeless romantic,” I re
plied with a wistful smile.  

“Good thing you never had kids together. It made your divorce smooth and simple, no m
essy complications or harm to a child,” charles commented as he opened the insulated 
container ba’d brought. Inside was a comforting, creamy beetroot soup.  

Tremained silent.  

“live it a try. Margaret whipped it up,” he urged.  



Icautiously stop and began sipping the soup directly from the container.  

Charles‘ words struck achord of doubt within me. Had I made a mistake in deciding to h
ave this child purely out of my desires? 1 understood that a child needed more than just 
material provisions. They also needed a father’s love, something I couldn’t offer  

Moreover, I couldn’t rid myself of the dread that the Faynes would unemer my child and 
interfere in my life. Even if Ashley eventually had a child for the Paynes, there was no q
uarantee they wouldn’t interfere with mis  

Lost in these thoughts, 
I heard footsteps approaching the door. I was Rowan who came in. Startled, Lasked, “
Why are you here?”  

Why her you expecting? Ron’s disapproval was evident in his expression as he asked, “
James?””  

Certain ot. I would rather hire a caregiver than depend on fames for support. I wasn’t so
 shameless as to burden him while carrying Rowan’s child, nor did I want to lake advant
age of James‘ deelings for me  

“Pen’t Ashley hurt pretty badly? You should be looking after her before you break her he
art again, I couldn’t resist mocking him  

I didn’t need to be polite to Ashley anymore. [could mock het, ignore her, and occasiona
lly needie her whenever I wanted. It belt fucking awesome  

“Do you get a kick out of mocking her?” Rowan didn’t seem angry. Instead, he took a se
at nearby and offered a half–
smile. “Why aren’t you being her supportive friend like you used to?”  

“Why bother pretending now that everything’s out there?” 1 stared icily at Rowan.  

“Is that why you spread the word that she was the cause of our divorce?” Rowan asked
.  

Iresponded dramatically, “Yes, I made sure everyone heard. I waited until our colleague
s were around and publicly accused Ashley of being the mistress. I wanted her to feel ut
terly humiliated. Are you satisfied now?  

Rowan nodded in response. “Ves.”  

“Then, hurry and let Ashley know you’ve stood up for her. Stop bothering me. I need to 
focus on staying healthy, and keeping a positive mood is crucial,” I said, mindful of my d
octor’s advice to avoid stress.  



Ignoring my sarcasm, Rowan asked solemnly, “How long will you be in the hospital? W
hat’s wrong?  

“Obviously, it’s a serious matter concerning starting a family with my future husband. Ri
ght now, I’m focusing 
on staying healthy and looking forward to a joyful marriage,” 1 replied indifferently,  

Chapter 127 Derisce News Release  
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Rowan’s expression soured whenever I broached the topic of cemarrying Yet he couldn’
t argue when faced with the divorce certificate had  

“Anyone special caught youre he asked.  

Lelicked my tongue and 
responded calmly, “Aren’t there plenty of potential partners out there? You remember h
ow I had my fair share of admirers when I was chasing after you  

chose to stick with you.”  

Rowan locked eyes with me, his dark eyes swirling with unreadable emotions. After a m
oment of silence, he asked, “itow could we have such a calm conversation now? I’ve be
en wondering if you changed suddenly or over time. My gut te me it was sudden but I 
can’t figure out what triggered it.”  

In all abruptly changed became thad died once. Considering the depth of my feelings 
for Rowan, my sadden emotional distance must 
have been battling to him, even as we now engaged in this calm conversation. These c
hanges were only possible because Thad found inner peace.  

Bows always thought he’d be the one initiating the divorce, with me clinging desperately
 to our relationship and unwilling to face reality.  

“What’s the big deal? Weren’t you instantly smitten with Ashley the moment you saw h
er? Sometimes, things just happen in 
the blink of an eye. Who knows?” I replied casually “Is 
that so?” Howan asked, his skepticism evident. “n’t it because you’ve found someone n
ew?i  

Ilapon the bed studying him. “Why does it matter to you I’ve found someone else?”  



Rowan was taken aback. He seemed to recognize the jealousy in his own words. Heese
nt, his thoughts now unreadable to me  

“Isn’t it always the case that what we can’t have and lose becomes the most desirable? 
Please, don’t come looking for me anymore. I don’t want to come between you and Ashl
ey. I genuinely wish happiness for both of you.” With these words, I turned away from R
oman and lapsed into silence.  

Howan should understand my meaning. He was simply unwilling to accept it Moreover, 
sincerely hoped for their happiness. Perhaps then, they’d be too busy to interfere in my  

Diven that Rowan and I had mutual friends, it was unavoidable that our paths would cro
ss after divorce. Even so, we could simply maintain a minimal level of acquaintance “If t
hat’s truly what you want. I’ll respect your choice” Rowan’s voice reached me, followed 
by the sound of him getting up and walking away.  

I didn’t tum to look. Instead, 1 kept my eyes closed, concentrating on resting and preten
ding he had never been there.  

Three days later, Ireceived news from back home. Rowen had gone public with our divo
rce through the media  

He’d held off on it, probably conflicted between Ashley and me. I figured that was his w
ay of closing the chapter with me  

jean and the others were already aware of my divorce, didn’t come spise to them, Wet, t
he online commit in my home country was quick to start mocking me  

“Is the Goddess of Endurance losing her edge?  

wan divorced his wife for that college girl, didn’t he?  

“Ugh, what a couple of cheaters.”  

“Mr. Payne must really be seiten with Ashley. He never left his wife despite all those sca
ndals in the past. By the way, isn’t his as–wife going after some of his assets?  

“I heard her family is quite wealthy too.”  

After reading through the comments for a while, I burned off my phone. A decade–
long chapter of my he had become fodder for gossip among stranges,  

Many comments criticized Ashley 1 wondered if Ella would stumbleupon these and onc
e again disapprove of Ashley and Rowan’s relationship..  



I hoped that would be the end of, but things didn’t go as expected Paula’s call took me b
y surprise gound her first try, but when she called again, finally picked up “Ivory, heard y
ou were at the hospital what happened?” Paula’s voice held a touch of worry:  

⠀ “Panda, I’m alright. I hesitated briefly, then continued, “My body’s weak right now, so I

 need some time in the hospital to recover  

I was still experiencing some bleeding, and the doctor suggested staying until it stopped
 and the baby was stable.  

Paula prosed, seeming unused to the coldness in my voice. After collecting herself, she 
advised, “Take care 
of yourself. You’re already so slender. Make sure you’re eating enough.” “Tenderstand, 
Paula Take care of yourself, too, I responded politel  

Paula sighed. “Ivory, it’s my family that owes you an apology Rowan told me that the de
ace was supposed to be temporary because he cared about your health and didn’t wan
t to see you unhappy. He hoped for a reconciliation eventually, but now it seems imposs
ible.”  

1 suddenly realized why his family hadn’t reacted to our divorce. They had known his int
entions all along fell silent, unsure of how to respond.  

“But I’ll never acceptahlay!” Paula exclaimed, her emotions aring “Even if she ends up c
arrying Rowan’s child someday, never acknowledge their 
child. She shouldn’t even think she could become part of the Payne family. That’s never
 going to happen!”  

I was taken aback by Paula’s intense animosity toward Ashley, to the point where she w
ould reject her future grandchild. Hadn’t she always longed for grandchild?  

Then, it dawned on me–
Paula’s words were probably fueled by anger, 11 Ashley were to get pregnant, Paula mi
ght not have it in her to be so harsh toward her.  

Tpursed nor lips and gently advised, “Paula, if Rowan and Ashley are genuinely in love,
 it’s best to let them follow their hearts. A loving family brings nothing but blessings.” In 
my previous life, I’d tearfully begged Paula to help me keep Rowan, but shecouldn’t.  

*Geminely in love? Ashley couldn’t possibly mean that sincerely. Regardless, I won’t ac
cept her. If the Payne family is to welcome a daughter–in–
law, it will be you and one whe “Ivula stated  

Iser voice resonated with sincerity and agitation, yet it failed to move me. Perhaps she g
enuinely saw me as a potential daughter–in–



Ins, but I couldn’t ignore her role in what happened with Sophie After a few more words 
wereaschanged, Tended the call.  

Howan must have been the one to into Paula about my hospitalization. No anneke from 
our home country could have knowl  

Thadn’t told jean and the others because I didn’t want to burden them. Yet, Thadowlock
ed semurane who always managed to appear unexpectedly.  

On the fourth day after Rowan annouced or divorce, Ashley showed up at the door of m
y ward and called out, “Ivory““””  

Chapter 127 Divorce News Release  

Her foot appeared almost healed, though she still had a slight up, Carrying a bunch of bl
e hydrangeas, she placed them by the head of my bed as she approached.  

“Mr. Payne mentioned you were very ill and ended up in the hospital, so I thought I’d sto
p by to see how you’re doing,” Ashley said. Her hair was styled elegantly, half–
up and hall- down, framing her lovely foreheal  

Her expression was calm as she asked, “Ivory, are you feeling any better?”  

1 looked at her without expression and didn’t bother replying. How.m had already made 
our divorce known, so she was probably here to revel in her triumph.  

Ashley had concerns about me, feeling Insecure because Rowan’s devotion to her see
med less steadfast. Thus, she felt compelled to show off to boost her self–assurance,  

“He said keeping your spirits up is crucial for your recovery,” Ashley continued, “But it w
as insensitive of him to share such news now. I’m sorry. I know he meant well for my s
ake.”  

Inearly laughed at the absurdity. Playing along with Ashley, I 
sat up and flung the bouquet in her direction.  

“You know I can’t afford to be upset right now, yet you bring me flowers with such a ne
gative connotation. How considerate of you.”  
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Ashley was hit by the bouquet, causing her head to say to the side and leaving a faint s
cratch on her cheek  

Instinctively, she raised her had to shield her face, staring at me in disbelief. It was the fi
rst time that confronted  

physically Until then, I’d only mocked her verbally.  

“Ivory, Lonly stopped by to check on you because I was concerned. I had no idea what t
he flowers meant Ashley exclaimed, tears pooling in her eyes. Even if she didn’t realize 
it, wouldn’t the florist have been aware? She had always employed these potty tactics to
 provoke me.  

“Erich with the drama det out of my sight, now! I wamel coldly “Or I’ll have someone esc
ort you out.”  

Ashler walked away with beats streaming down her tice, clearly wounded.  

Italy. This seemed a minor incident, but Naralle sent me a video that night.  

The video showed me hurling the banquet at Ashley in my ward and ordering her to get
 out of my sight. I had been edited 
into a short clip lasting only a few seconds, featuring just one on out of my sight, now  

Ashley’s vulnerable expression stirred empathy from those who cherished her appearan
ce. It sparked a wave of support from her former classmates and friends, who still saw h
er as the gentle and kind sool ther remembered.  

Despite her sinuation as a mistress, they believed she had been pushed into it with no o
ther choice couldn’t care less about these things. Whether Ashley shared the video with 
Rowlace or sympathy didn’t concrm mi.  

I was surprised that Rowan never came to see me, nor did he seek revenge for Ashley 
after the incident where I threw the bouquet at her.  

I cherished the peace and selinade, focusing on my prenatal care in the hospital until th
e bleeding stopped. After undergoing a series of tests, I was discharged.  

Before I left, the doctor advised me, “Ms. Sadler, your health isn’t at its best. Remember
 to get plenty of rest, eat balanced meals, avoid strenuous activities, and take care of yo
ur emotional well–being”  

1 heeded the doctor’s adhace seriously and began 
pondering work matters when I returned home from between continuing to work and pri
oritizing the birth of mychild. Conting to work posed a risk to my pregnancy, but resignin
g seemed the anthinkable option.  



As I wrestled with this dilemma, the doorbell rang  

“man” texclaimed My jaw nearly dropped when I saw him outside the door  

He was dressed in a brown trench coat, his dark hair neatly trimmed, looking well–
rested and sharp, yet there was still a hint of aloofness in his demeanor. What grabbed 
my attention the most was that he was holding a leather briefcase.  

“You’ve lost even more weight? van critiqued me as soon as he saw me. “Are you not e
ating properly? you’ll end up malnourished and sick if you keep losing weight like this.”  

“h, what brings you here?” Tasked, still taken aback  

“Werk assignment,” Ivan answered casually. “I’ll probably have to work at a hospital 
here for over six months.  

Before tenuespond, been entered the living room and placed his suitcase beside the co
uch. “Ivory, Inced to ask you for a favor”  

After losing the door, I asked with contusion, “What kind of favor?  

“The hospitals accommodation isn’t ready yet. Is it alright if I stay here for aba? Ivan ask
ed.  

Thad so many questions “Stay here? Why not with Rowan? He’s close by, ain’t he? And
 there’s Clarence, too.”  

“That let them know I’m here yet,” Ivan replied casually  

The situation was becoming intriguing van seemed closer to me than to own and the oth
ers.  

Icouldn’t shake the memory of how saying he felt nothing for Ashley before. He had eve
n asked me once why the one he couldn’t chase couldn’t be me. Was it possible…  

My heart sank. This was the last thing I needed. I thought I had escaped Rowan’s labyri
nth Was In our stepping into Ivan’s den?  

To complicate matters further, Ivan and Rowan were good friends. Getting involved with
 Ivan would inevitably invite Rowan back into my life.  

Considering all this, firmly declined Ivan “No way. You’ll need to stay at a hotel  

“Because of Rowan ran seemed to understand the smuation well  



“He’s part of the reason, but mostly it just feels awkward for us to be alone together,” I s
aid, shaking my head  

James‘ short stay in my place inadvertently led to him finding out about my pregnancy. I
 fretted over what might come to light with van staying here. With his medical expertise, 
hecould easily spot anything aspal within a day.  

Ivan smiled wryly and asked. “How about join you for dinner tonight? hope that’s not to
o forward of me. I’ll head to the hotel right after  

Bebuldn’t turn down his request and reluctantly 
agreed. As I gathered ingredients from the fridge and started cooking, Ivan stepped in a
nd took them from my hands handle this  

His voice carried a hint of fatigue that made me take no  

notice.  

“Let me  

y voice, “Ivan, are you running a fever? Your  

I briefly felt his hand, which was surprisingly warm. Looking at Ivan’s back as he washe
d wetables, a hit of concern crept into my v hands feel warm.”  

“I’m fine,” han replied briskly.  

1 approached him while nagging as if I were a worried mother. “Thave an infrared therm
ometer. Why don’t you check yourself? You’re a doctor, and you were lecturing me abo
ut not taking care of myself alter. Don’t neglect your health like I do What if you faint fro
m a fever?”  

As I spoke, reached out to feel bran’s forehead. As my hand hovered near his forehead,
 he swiftly caught my wrist, fixing an unreadable gaze at me. I passed, msing I had  

pass blycrossed a line. At that moment, a bit of menace flickered in ‘space.  

Suddenly, he asked, “Why does james get to stay at your place and not me?”  

“Who told you that?” I was caught off guard.  

Chapter 128 A Love Confession  

Since when did Jean become the gossiphub?  



I pulled my wrist from Ivan’s grip, awkwardly explaining, “Jean was just messing around.
 James was only here for a few days.”  

“Are you completely over Rowan now? Do you still have any thoughts of revenge? Iran’
s question startled me.  

Contusion swirled in my mind as I asked, “What exactly are you implying? You do realiz
e we’re divorced, right?”  

“I do, but if you’re still holding onto any bitterness, I could be helpful to you.” Ivan’s word
s took an unexpected turn.  

I stared at hvan with wide eyes, feeling utterly speechless.  

He frowned. “Is it so hard to understand? Whatever you used Benjamin for, you could u
se me for the same purpose. I should be more effective than him.”  

“Stop!” I burst out suddenly, my 
heart pounding. “Ivan, are you out of your mind with this fever? Aren’t you and Rowan b
est friends? Do you even hear how ridiculous you sound?” Ivan simply grinned “Falling f
or you in the first place was already ridiculous ”  

Chapter 129 Did she Discover My Pregnancy  

I remembered the doctor selling me to control my emotions and avoid feeling is to prote
ct the baby. So, after harmg ivan’s words, I took a deep bath  

“han, I’ll pretend I didn’t hear what you just said. I’m certain you have a lever. Please go
 and lie down on the couch peget you some medicine.” After saying that, Thurned aroun
d and let immediately. I drove to a nearby pharmacy to purchase cold and fever medicin
e,  

*Ms. Sadler! Just as I was about to leave, Clarence came out from behind a medicine di
splay rack. He was holding a few boxes of hangover pilh  

“Mr Lewisham,” Tereeted politely  

“What coincidence! Do you live nearby? Clarence asked with a gentle amile,  

Inodded. “Yes. How about you? Why are you here?”  

Chuence’s personality was different from Rowan’s and Ivan’s. He was talkative and cou
ld easily chat with anyone, whether they were close to each other or not  

He replied, “It’s a long story. Didn’t Rowan Invest in a project here? It’s the project of the
 company  



be a party nearby tonight. So came to the pharmacy to buy some medicine in advance!  

working for now. He and 1 are considered partners now. There happens to  

“ch, I see. That’s great. Anyway, Thave something else to do at home, so I’ll head back 
first” I smiled and bid goodbye.  

“Alright. Bye.” Demceward.  

ested the pharmacy and discovered that my car was completely encircled. Both the fron
t and back parking spaces were occupied by other cars.  

Moreover, there was an 
illegally parked car mattended most to mine. To me matters worse, the owner of the ille
gally parked car didn’t even leave a contact number.  

Just when I was feeling 
upset, 1 saw Clance come out from the pharmacy and stride toward a car across the ro
ad. As he entered the car, he rolled down the window, and that was when I noticed Row
an in the driver’s seat.  

A certain intensity filled or when Rowan swime, but he quickly composed himself. After 
saying something to Clarence, the car started and drove off. I remained in place, waiting
 for the legally parked driver to show up  

Three minutes later, Rowan’s car returned and stopped a little in front of me. Rowan ste
pped out of the car  

He was wearing a white shirt and black trousers. It was simple yet charming. His hair w
as neatly slicked back, showcasing his captivating eyes and accentuating his flawless a
nd subtly rugged facial features.  

He glanced at the illegally parked car, then at me “Are you in a rush to go home?  

“Hmm, Itepbed with a hint of difference.  

“I’ll send you back,” Rowan said after a pause,  

I was indeed eager to return, but declined Rowan’s offer  

“No, thank you. I just take at back.” Injected him. Then, I waited for a biby the roadside.  

“Are you having a cold?” Rowan wasn’tupset when I rejected him. Instead, he glanced 
at the medicine in my hand.  

couldn’t fathom why he was concried about this, so I simply shook my head. “No,”  



Rowan’s eyes darkened instantly. “Is anyone else in the family sick? Hoe James moved
 out yer?  

At that moment at pulled up in front of me without answering Rowan, I get into the taxi T
hen, I provided my address, and wesped off.  

Not long after, we approached an intersection. While waiting for the red light, i glimpsed 
Rowan getting into his car via the rearviewminor.  

Subsequently, his car pulled alongside me, and we both waited for the light to change. 
I didn’t look at him, but as soon as the light turned green, our cats went seperate ways.  

When I arrived home, ivan had already prepared some simple dishes. He was sitting 
on the couch, sipping wit  

As soon as be noticed my return, he set aside the glass and exclaimed, “Heelsomuch b
etter now.”  

“Take the medicine and read the instructions yourself!TM 1 said as I impatiently stuffed t
he medicine into haun’s hands.  

Ivan didn’t mind my irritation. He calmly opened 
the medicine box, read the instructions, and took the medicine. Meanwhile, I served two
 plates of pasta 1 handed one to ban and began beat  

I shared my encounter with Rowan and Clarence with Ivan. He didn’t react much and ev
en give me some mout. “Eat more”  

“Take the medicine Once you feel better, go stay in a hotel.” I el a little down after meeti
ng Rowan. It felt like a sign from God that engaging with either of them would lead to co
mpleations with the other  

Iwan nodded. “Okay, Is it raming notside?  

“Yes, it’s raining” Thumed my head to look through the balcony.  

“I didn’t have time to buy a car when larrived here. I’ll walk to the roadside in the rain wit
h a high lever while carrying a suitcase and hailing a radi,”  

van said calmly.  

His words instantly painted a vivid picture in my mind. I look a bite of my greens and ask
ed puzzledly. “Why don’t you tell Bowan and the others? He can come pick you up.  

Ivansdown his utensils and inquired, “What should say to him? Should I tell him that i w
ent abroad to pursue his ex–wife?”  



Inearly choked on a mouthful of greens.  

Issed to find van somewhat uninteresting and slower to express emotions compared to 
own. His Back of directness was abe hindering him in the pursuit of love.  

But now, I couldn’t help but feel as this meds were like 
bombs, causing chaos and destruction in my mind  

After coughing a few times and taking a sip of water, 1gland at hon. “Ahem, In, please s
top talking nonsense. There’s absolutely no possibility between us!”  

Ivan gazed at me intently. “Anything is possible, Don’t reject me so soon”  

Of course, Thalia decline, I was perse!  

Tran my hand through my hair in frustration, then stood up and said, “Let’s take care of t
he dishes tomorrow. I’m heading to bed. You can sleep in the second bedroom night, Y
ou should start looking for a hotel fisting bomorrow morning!  

Posted by Admink, ?  

Chapter 129 Did She Discover My Pregnancy  

Afterward, I entered my room, completely oblivious to the sly smile that spread across Iv
an’s lips.  

The following day, I had to return to work, so I woke up early.  

Ivan had impeccably made the bed in the second bedroom, and the dishes on the dinin
g table were washed. It seemed that he should have lett.  

Texhaled a sigh of relief and proceeded to the company I couldn’t decide if I should quit 
my job, so I had to go to work as scheduled.  

When I just started working. Charles approached 
me and told me about Ashley. At first, the marketing department was resistant to Ashl
ey’s resignation. However, Charles was displeased after he learned about her identity  

He intervened and urged the department director to approve Ashley’s resignation. Sinc
e it was just a part–time role, the process was straightforward. I had no objections.  

After I finished work, I went to the parking lot to drive home. When 
opened the car door, I felt like vomiting. Thus, I had to run to the parking lot’s bathroom 
to vomit.  



As soon as I came out, I saw Ashley and joy standing there with strange looks on their f
aces. Joy was about to speak when Ashley immediately pulled her away.  

I frowned and wondered if she had seen me vomit 
just now. It concerned me that Ashley might suspect that 1 was pregnant. She was sens
itive, and women’s intuition was usually more accurate than men’s in such situations.  

Chapter 130 Neighbors  

After returning home from work, I still felt a little unevaly. However, couldn’t ask Ashley 
directly  

At that moment, Mom called me. She was already aware that Ashley had arrived in Sto
mland because Churles had intermed her.  

“What’s her intention? is the deliberately bothering you? You’ve already divorced Rowa
n, so what else does she want? Mom was furious.  

Implied irritably, “She came here to pursue her studies abroad and happened to get a p
art–time job harles‘ company Some incidents occurred, and she had decided to resin  

“Did Rowan go there as well Mom’s guess was convect  

Lagreed silently. This truly pissed my mom ott. She believed Rowan and Ashley were b
ullying me. She wanted to call Rowan, but I prevented her from doing so.  

“atom, there’s no need for you to worry about these matters. Lean manage them on my 
own. You and Dad should focus on taking care of yourselves, especially you. Please, try
 not to per emotional, right? Texpressed my concern because Teared that my mom getti
ng upset could negatively impact her health.  

sty mom understood me well. No matter what she said, it didn’t make a difference. In th
e end, I had to face and handle things myself, so she stopped bothering me.  

Luckily, nothing else happened afterward. I enjoyed a peaceful life for the next few days
 without 
any disturbances. My morning sickness also started to get better. The doctor said. that 
most people’s morning sickness improved after the first two to three months.  

Yet, I was worried about my growing belly. I could keep it a secret for now, but it would 
be hard in two to three months.  

Excuse me  



It was early in the morning on the weekend as I headed out to run an errand As I steppe
d outside, I noticed a moving company transporting furniture upstairs, and the door direc
tly across from mine was wide open  

My neighborhood was classified as a mid–range area. It was 
not particularly desirable, However, fortunately, it was close to my workplace and Uncle 
Alvin’s house. Thus, Charles secured it for me  

The apartment across from me had been unoccupied before, and it should be rented ou
t nine  

I didn’t parmuch attention to it, and after a quick glance, I took the elevator downstairs. 
When I returned from running errands, the door across was closed I assumed they had f
inishedmoving in.  

Just as I was about to close the door, clarence emerged from the elevator, looking surpr
ised. “Ms. Sadler? Do you live here too?”  

looked at han in utter astonishment. “Are you the one who’s moving in 
front of my aparment?”  

Clarence grinned and responded, “Yes. To be more precise, it’s own and me. This locat
ion is conveniently close to my workplace, which is why we’ve decided to rent it  

I was taken shark Had Rowan just moved in across my aparment? Was he truly not livin
g with Ashley?  

Clarence asked in a concomed tone, “What’s wrong? It appears to me that you’re not ve
ry welcoming towed us as your new neighbors. Do you feel uncomfortable living close t
o Rowan after the divorce?  

Of course, the situation was awkward even suspected that Rowan moved here just to m
ake me uncomfortable. If Ashley knew we were neighbors, she would be jealous what w
as hethinking?  

Noticing my silence, Clarence let out a sigh. “It seems he has truly hurt you.”  

“It’s all over. I hope you enjoy your stay,” said with a smile. Then, Felosed the door  

Although Clarence and Rowan lived across from me, I had never seen Rowan. Every ti
me I went to and from work, I only saw Clarence coming and going. And that was just fi
neby  

our of here soon.  



Thad no interest in meeting Rowan. Plus, if everything went as planned, I would be mov
ing our of  

“Back from work, Ms. Sadler? Clarence always greeted me first whenever he saw me, a
nd he was always enthusiastic..  

“Hmm.” Inodded.  

Clarence said with a smile, “Do you know that van has come over? So we’re hosting a p
arty tonight and you’re welcome to join us.”  

How could possibly attend it? intentionally steeredclear of both Rowan and Ivan  

“No, I’m feeling a bit tired today and I plan to go to bed early “I declined  

Clarence didn’t insist. “Alright then, have a good rest”  

Around 4:10 pm, Theard loud voices outside that sounded like a comversation among s
everal people. I checked through the peephole and saw a lively gathering happening ac
ross. Rowan, Han, Ashley, and Joy were present, along with a few unfamiliar men and 
women.  

Rowan seemed to sense that I was watching through the peephole. He tumed his head 
sharply,  

w, staring at my door with an intense gaze, I quickly averted my eyes and sat back on  

the couch.  

Gradually, the noise from the other side subsided, indicating that the door must have be
en closed. Finally, I could rest undisturbed. After washing up, I was ready for bed.  

Suddenly, the doorbell rang. Startled, I quickly made my way to the door, only 
to find a blonde woman standing outside.  

Lasked her in Lomish, “What’s the matter  

The blonde woman asked sheepishly, “Excuse me, do you have any salad dressing at h
ome? We’re preparing a salad, but we don’t have any dressing”  

I glanced at the open door opposite and caught a glimpse of people walking in the livin
g room. Not wanting to be spotted by Rowan and the others, calmly rejected the blonde
 woman, “I’m sorry, I don’t have any salad dressing.”  

The blonde woman left feeling disappointed. She later spoke with the people inside.  



Shortly after, Clarence and she emerged, accompanied 
by joy. The three of them entered the elevator and went downstairs. They should be gon
e to buy salad dressing  

I was a little irritated. I felt like a wanted criminal and didn’t dare to leave the apartment f
or fece of beag discovered  

Iretumed to the bedroom and lay down. I closed my eyes and relaxed. Thanks to the ba
by in my belly, I fell asleep easily.  
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Chapter 130 Neighbor  

Suddenly, I was awakened by a thunderous rour. 1 groggily glanced out of my bedroom 
window and saw flashes of lightning, along with strong winds.  

I woke up and felt nervous. I checked my phone and saw that it was already 330 am.  

Theard a loud noise in the living room, like something falling. 
I got up and went to check. As the balcony door was not closed, 
I was worried something might have blown in.  

There was nothing out of the ordinary in the living room except for the fact 
that the rack on the balcony where I hang my socks had been blown down.  

As the rain began to drift into the living room, I wanted to close the balcony door. Yet, at
 the critical moment, the door refused to budge.  

2/2  

Another thunderclap resounded, and let out a scream of fright, feeling my heartbeat quic
ken. I was most afraid of this land of weather. During such moments, I longed to cocoon
 myself, seeking solace and safety,  

“Ivory” Rowan called out loudly from outside, his voice unaffected by the loud thunder.  

I struggled to 
calm myself down before rushing to open the door, desperate for Rowan’s help to clos
e the balcony door.  

Upon opening the door, lightning crackled, startling me. I instinctively covered my ears, 
but Rowan immediately embraced me, soothingly patting my back.  

“It’s just thunder. There’s nothing to be afraid of ”  
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Chapter 13They Are Not in a Relationship  

As it was dering working hours, Linda didn’t dare to continue arguing with me. Howev
er, the appeared upset all afternoon.  

After work, I drove back home. As I drove out of the company entrance, I spotted a famil
iar red BMW. Ashley had just stepped out of 
the car, looking vibrant in her stylish outfit and polka–dot beret.  

She perfectly complemented the red Bmw.couldn’t help but wonder why she 
was at the company atterres ening, but I decided not to dwell on it too much.  

After returning to my neighborhood, I took the elevator upstairs as usual, just as the doo
rs were about to close, a hand swiftly reached in and stopped them slowly, the doors o
pened again, and Rowan stepped in with a cold expression. He glanced at me once, an
d from then on, we never made eye contact again.  

Rowan was carrying groceries, and it was the first time I had seen him doing so. He see
med 
like a responsible family man post as the elevator doors closed, it suddenly shook violen
tly gripped the handrail to strady myself, my heart racing.  

“The elevator is out of order.” Rowan attempted to press the open button, but there was 
no response  

“Out of onder? Try contacting the property management.” I was speechless.  

Shortly after, the voice of the property management staff was heard in the elevator. He i
nformed us not to panic, as there was a problem with the elevator. They had already cal
led the maintenance stato address it  

Then, the elevator fell silent, leaving Rowan and me speechless. The stillness was abru
ptly interrupted by the growling sound of my stomach  

Normally, I would 
have been eating at this hour. The baby growing inside me seemed to have a big appeti
te. Rowan shot me a glance, and averted my eyes in embarrassment.  

Then, my stomach let out another growl of protest  

“Are you very hungry?” Bowan asked, crouching down to open the bag on the ground. A
mong the ingredients, there were also some apples and bread  

He handed me a piece of bread, “Full your stomach first”  



I nodded, took the bread, and began to eat. I finished the small palm–
sized bread in just two or three  

bres.  

With each bite, my hunger seemed to grow even stronger. I found myself unable to res
ist glancing at the bag once more. I was starting to feel a bit desperate because of ho
w hungry I was.  

Rowan appeared surprised that could suddenly eat so much, considering I used to have
 a small appetite. He picked up the bag and 
opened it in front of me. “The only available edibles are a bit of bread and 
some apples. Help yourself to whatever you’d like”  

Late the apples without thinking, even if they were unwashed. When 
Linished rating, there were only three apples left. In addition, Thad also eaten all the bre
ad.  

“Have you ever visited the hospital to check your stomach?” 
he asked with a worried book. He didn’t care about the bread and apples.  

Luped the comers of my mouth and reassured him, “I did. It’s just a mild case of gastriti
s. Nothing to worry about.”  

“Hmm.” Rowan felt slightly more relieved.  

The maintenance personnel took a bit longer than expected to arrive, Half an hour later,
 I heard voices coming from above. It seemed like the issue might be in that direction. H
owever, halfway through the repair, the elevator shook again suddenly, causing me to lo
se my balance and crash into the wall  

“Watch out!” Roman held me immediately, and I was pulled into his arms by the force of
 the movement. The fandi scent of tobacco and a subtle fragrance intertwined and envel
oped my senses.  

During my pregnancy, my sense of smell was heightened Certain 
smells, like cigarettes, made me feel sick. But the tobacco smell on Bowan’s clothes wa
s light and pleasant, making me feel comfortable.  

I suspected that I did not feel sick as the baby could distinguish this smell was coming fr
om his father. If I had worked so hard to raise my child, only to have them wanting to ge
t close to Rowan, it would break my heart.  

“Thank you.” Texpressed my gratitude politely once I had regained my balance.  

“Hmm.” Rowan let go of my hand and seemed undazed  



There was a weak signal in the elevator, so I decided to sit down and pass the time by p
laying with my phone Right then, Rowan’s phone started ringing. He glanced at me and 
picked up the call  

Due to the noise of the 
repair work and conversation above us, Rowan switched on the speaker. Thus, I could 
also hear the voice on the other and of the line.  

Ashley asked sweetly, “Mr. Payne, Joy and I made lamb stew, Linda’s coming. Are you, 
Ivan, Clarence and the others coming to eat?‘  

When Theard the words “lamb stew,” my stomach growled loudly once more. I touched 
my belly and muttered to the baby inwardly, “You can’t eat the mistress’s lamb stew, na
ughty lad,”  

“I won’t be going over today,” Rowan’s voice sounded less gentle than before.  

“Ah, okay. In that case, I’ll eat with Joy and Linda Just make sure you don’t forget to eat,
” Ashley said with a touch of disappointment but still reminded him gently.  

Rowan replied, “Alright. Don Ly  

[worry.”  

After ending the call, I looked at Rowan and asked, “Do you not cherish it anymore once
 you own it  

Rowan removed his coat and commanded, “Get up”  

I stood up, feeling puzzled. He spread his coat where that just sat and gestured for 
me to sit down again. I doubted if this kind and gentleman was truly Rowan.  

“How can I truly cherish something that I’ve never possessed?” Rowan answered my qu
estion after I sat down again  

I was quite curious about the relationship between Rowan and Ashley in my past life, I d
idn’t know much and ended up falling terribly. If van badn’t told 
me the details in the end, I would have known nothing until I died.  

“Aren’t you two in a relationship? I was extremely surprised.  

“No,” Rowan replied firmly.  

I was left speechless. How could they not be in a relationship?  
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Chapter 132 They Are Not in a Relationship  

Twitnessed him falling in love with Ashley at first sight and saw the text messages he se
nt to her. I even witnessed him pressuring her to quit her job and end the relationship. It 
was hard to deny what truly unfolded  

After awhile, I continued to ask, “Why? Don’t you like her?”  

Rowan suddenly chuckled and asked, “Why do you seem so certain that I was the one 
who pursued her first?”  

Wasn’t that the case? In my past life, Dan mentioned to me that it was Rowan who purs
ued Ashley. Even after my rebirth, I had seen the message he sent to Ashley.  

“If nothing happened between her and me, will you remarry me?” Rowan asked without 
waiting for my response.  

“No way,” I replied without thinking. I didn’t care about what happened between him and
 Ashley, 1 only knew that what I saw had deeply hurt me.  

Rowan smicked and remained silent just then, the elevator doors opened. I stood up, ha
nded him back his coat, and walked out Rowan and I turned away from each other and 
opened the door to go home.  

When I closed the door, I felt overwhelmed. I kept thinking about what Rowan said.  

If he didn’t pursue Ashley first, what sign of interest did Ashley give him?  

Rowan fell in love with her 
at first sight and then forcefully took her. Could it be that it was all a charade?  
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Chapter 133 She Is the Hunter  

In the evening, Ishared Rowan’s words in our group chat of four. Jean and the others qu
ickly transformed into Sherlock Holmes, delving into the situation to analyse it for me  

Jen texted, “vy, didn’t you see Rowan asking someone for Ashley’s contact information
? Don’t that mean he was the one using her?”  

Natale disagreed. “That’s not necessarily true. Asking for someone’s number doesn’t m
ean you have to pursue him. I believe that even though Rowan is a scumbag he wouldn’
t cheat on Ivy.  

Jean cursed, “Damn it! What are those two doing? It’s giving me almace  



Olinda tested, “Anyway, in my opinion, Achley is definitely not a mimple person  

Jean replied, “I completely agree. It’s often the seemingly harmless people who are the
 most scheming, Ivy, now that you’re divorced, please don’t worry about it. It’s better ta 
avold meeting Ashley and Roman again. They aheaps bring trouble to you.”  

While reading thinlysts, I thought about van and wondered if he was aware of something
. So, I decided to call han. Heimwered my call promptly  

“When are you free? I want to ask you something.“Tasked  

“I’m available now. Let’s meet and talk?” hon ddmk me what these was  

grabbed the car key again and left the aparment. “Wright, come to you. I suppose It’s no
t comment for you to come to my place either Where are you?”  

Half an hour later, I met han at the restaurant. My mind was filled with questions, and I 
was eager to discuss them with him, hoped he could provide arowers and clear up my d
oubts right away  

“Ivan, has Rowan ever told you how he started persing Ashley?” asked directly.  

Ivan’s are appeared complex “What’s the matter? Why are you bringing this up all of a s
udde  

I lowered my head and took a sip of water. “I’m just curious Did Bowen tell you about it
?”  

Iven pondered a moment and shook his head. “Notemctly.”  

Ivan didn’t seem to know either. He noticed my distress and as deathly, “Did Rowan say
 anything to you?*  

In the past, Tused to think that van would also develop berlimps for Ashley so cold conf
ide in him about Rowan and Ashley. However, things had changed and now han was cl
early interested in me I didn’t want to share too many details about Rewan with him now
.  

I still shook my head. “No, it’s just a question that suddenly crossed my mind.”  

Although said therwise, I was actually stil quite curious.  

At that moment, my phone vibrated. It was a message from Jean. “Damn, I discovered s
ome unknown secrets from!”  

I was surprised and replied quickly, “What’s it  



Jeanned to call me, but I declined because 
he was sitting in routed masked Joan to send messages instead.  

Soon,jeansen asenes of messages. “Didn’t that bastard chester help Rowan with vario
us idea of parsing Ashley? So he 
knows most about their relationship What Ashley did truly amazed me. Impressive!”  

Upon reading an’s text, I finally understood what Bown meant by what he said in the ele
vator. He did ask for Ashley’s contact number because he thought she looked like Sophi
e at first sight  

However, it was not Rowan who contacted Ashley first Instead, it was Ashley. She got R
owan’s member from a certain person in chieps.  

Shemessaged Rowan to ask why he had requested her contact information, and that w
as how they started contacting each other from this paint  

Jean serta final message.  

“Incredible. A good hunter always hunts in the form of pery, Chester only provided me w
ith these 
detalls. I asked about Rowan’s specific method at pursuing Ashley, but he refused to tel
l me by to interrogate him to extract more information alert you promptly if there are any 
updates.”  

Hell into silence and switched off the screen. Yet, in that very instant my heat was in tur
moil.  

The initial situation when Rowan and Ashley first met in their previous Ite, and this curre
nt life should have semained unchanged.  

Therefor, in their previous life, it was an Ashley who took the initiative to reach out to Ho
wen. However, due to my reincamaton, things took a different turn after their paths cros
sed.  

In my past life, despite Ashley taking the mitiative to appenach Rowan, it was umately o
wn who fell deeply in love with her. Her determined efforts proved successful  

However, in this present de, Rowan 
had undergone significanttransformations as a result of changes within me. Consequent
ly, love had not existed until this wry moment.  

“What are you thinking about?” Ivan inquired gently, noticing my prolonged silence  

He gazed at me with inusually gentle eyes, and as I looked at han’s charming face, a su
rge of sympathy washed over my heart.  



Iseemed to understand how he fell in love with Ashley in 
his past life. It was very likely that Ashley made up a story about being forced by Bowm
an went from not being able to stand seeing her suffer to feeling distressed about her ex
perience and eventually fell in love with her  

Heance spoke to me about Ashley According to him, Ashley was portrayed as 
a vulnerable, defenseless, and pitiful girl, completely subjected to Rowan’s control. Mor
eover, Ashley strongly resembled Sophie How could Ivan not care about her?  

Most of the information Thad about the story of Rowan and Ashley came 
from Ivan, leading me to subconsciously believe that Rowan was forcing her. It was tru
ly outrageous.  

Thad been deceived by Ashley for two lifetimes, and I couldn’t understand why Rowan h
ad never clarified it to me. Ashley’s exceptional skill in manipulation truly opened my ey
es.  

I pursed my lips and asked, “I’re curious about what kind of person Ashley is. Do you t
hink she was truly forced into submission by Bowen? Did she know both Rowan’s and 
my Identity from the start?”  

That was truly terrifying, sending chills down my spine. After I was reincarnated, I went t
o the cale to colle  

Did she already recognize me? And when she saw me and Rowan at the conference, s
he must have been pretending not to notice our relationship.  

Later, when she and I were in the car on our way to have dinner with Benjamin, she sen
t a test message to Rowan, When she received Rowan’s reply while we were at dinner, 
she  

| Chapter 139 She të the Hunter  

seemed to deliberately display discomfort and anxiety.  

Was it meant for me to notice? She was truly something  

Ivan replied calmly, “I’m not sure, but she’s definitely not a simple person. At first, I didn’
t really care about these matters. But after hearing you all about her, I deliberately starte
d observing her. She’s good at acting,”  

1 unwittingly changed van’s perception of Ashley. Otherwise, she might have remained 
a fragile and innocent woman in his eyes. With a striking resemblance to Sophie, she eff
ortlessly captivated two outstanding men.  



She purposely made Ivan feel sympathetic toward her and fell in love with her, probably 
to strengthen her relationship with Rowan Competition colding tumeuse pressure to 
men, I was truly impressed. If I had hall of Ashley’s strategic thinking, I wouldn’t have fai
led to win over Rowan’s heart in those ten years.  

I didn’t want to say anything else and didn’t feel like eating either. I stood up and smiled 
bitterly, “There’s no denying the outshone me. Alright, I’m heading bacit now.”  

I’ll go with  

you.” Ivan stood up as well.  

“You’re coming with me?” Tasked, bewildered.  

“Yeah. I didn’t drive here. Can you please drive me back first, it’s not too much trouble? 
Iwan asked politely.  
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Chapter 134 Food Delivery  

“Alright. Let’s go.” It was my initiative to meet han, so it made sense for me to the himbe
ck  

vanlived in adormitory apartment 
arranged by the hospital was not very far from where I rented, but it still took me half an 
hour to drive there.  

He was ammet few words, and we didn’t communicate much daring our joumep. I was f
eeling somewhat down, so I chose to remain silent.  

When we reached the first four of the apartment, instead of going opstairs right away, h
an asked me, “vory, if Rowan and Ashley’s relationship is not what you think, what wou
ld you do? Would you consider reconciling with Bower  

This question was quite similar to what Roman had asked, and my answer remains unc
hanged. No. There are too many painful memories. Bring with him will only deepen my  

pain.”  

Ivan smiled. “Yeah, it’s mue, But if there are truly many misunderstanding), and you wa
nt to reconcile with him in the end, I’ll support you.”  

“Will you support me was taken aback.  

Didn’t he like me?’ why did he encourage me to return to my former partner?  



Ivan smiled and  

said, “Yes, but before that, I’ll contre to pursue you until you’re certain of your feelings”  

After saying that, he unbuckled his seat belt and got out of the car. Ivan waved to me th
rough the car window. I left feeling somewhat conflicted was still very puzzled even after
 reached home. I wondered if ban was so perous  

In his past life, he showed no mercy toward Rowan to 
be together with Ashley. Their 20 to 30 years of friendship were destroyed. Yet, he sho
wed no signs of giving up. B changed, and wasn’t Ashley. I rahsed to be the cause of su
ch a fisterconflict  

But people  

1did not sleep well, filled with tangled thoughts and a flood of uncontrollable ideas. Con
sequently, I felt the need to take the next day off, as I singly couldn’t handle it anyk  

Charles was exceptionally accommodating Helew that I came here solely for experience
, and had notions of staying for an extended period. Therefore, his primary concern was
 my well–
being. He even offered to send me food when he leamed about my leave. However, I de
clined because I didn’t want to take advantage of his kindness  

konper..  

While being alone at home, opted for simpler meals, In the morning, I papered a bowl o
f oatmeal, boiled two eggs, and drank milk, ensuring the baby in my belly had a well-  

balanced diet  

After eating. I went to sleep and didn’t feel like moving or going out. Suddenly, I heard m
y phone ringing. Twas half asleep and answered it without checking the caller ID. “Who’
s that what’s up?  

“Clarence noticed that you didn’t leave for work this moming. He also didn’t see you retu
rn home after finishing work What’s happening? Rowan’s surroundings were a bit noisy
, because he was outdoors, but his voice came through crystal clear  

Isuddenly woke up. I glanced at the time on my phone and the sky outside the window. 
To my surprise, it was alreadying!  

“I’m taking a day off and resting at home today.mine” stop, my vale a little horse from sl
eeping too long. My throat felt inflamed and slightly see.  

“Have you not eaten yet?” Rowan asked again  



“Hmm. I’ll get up and rat later,” I replied calmly before hanging up the phone  

My stomach was growing, so had to resist the hunger and get up to prepare something t
o ext. However, when opened the refrigerator, I discovered that there were no Ingredien
ts left.  

There was nothing for me to eat. I grabbed an apple and started eating it, then promptly
 placed an online order for groceries.  

While waited for the groceries to arrive, I received a video call from fan.  

, her complexit was fate and rosy, and hat eyes were bright and lively. was obvious that 
she was  

was clear that she had gained weight. Her face had gone from and to round, b happily 
married and living a truly bulfillinglife.  

Chester used to be a playboy. After marrying, he underwent a remarkable translation a
nd became very focused on his family. He started working diligently in a company, worki
ng from nine to finery day and then went straight home to be with fran  

“beat upchester three times last night, and yet he refused to disclose the detalls about R
owan and Ashley Should confront him again tonight?” Jean said in a tone that valued fri
endship over love.  

immediately reassured her, “No, it’s not necessary. I don’t care anymore. Please don’t l
et his distress you. You’re still pregnant! If Chester reveals everything to you, Rowan wil
l reanly not let him go. We need to give him some space.”  

Jean’s discontent persisted as she exclamed, “Damn it! I did it not just for you but for m
yself as well. I’m hous! How could he possibly believe that Ashley was a  

saharmless  

“He mentioned that even 
though she has questionable thoughts, she’s not mean at all. His word made me want t
o kill him. At worst, my child will lose a foolish father.“” Talmost choked on 
the apple. Adar coughing for awhile, exclaimed helplessly, “Don’t react. Chester is your 
husband. You should know him well Hemint have been tricked by Ashley’s appearance 
Don’t hold him responsible”  

Jean was extremely furious. “Damen id Are all men chlimous? Can’t they disanguish bet
ween genuine women and bitches? They’re all cunning and sly when they’re doing bu
siness But when it comes to beches, they’re all bind”  



Alter scolding Chester for over ten minutes, Jean suddenly told me, “Ivy, forgot to menti
on that I’m pregnant with twins. Haha  

I was unterly astonished. “ally? That’s fantastic they are opposite sex wins, you have a 
boy and ag  

“Yeah, Tabo hope for opposite–
sexwins. But regardless of whether it’s a boy or a girl, ribe delighted. How about having  

ons?  

Then, if you and Bat have a daughter in the future, you can marry her to my son be thei
r mother le law. I’ll make sure to stand up for her if the bastard dates to treat your daugh
ter poorly Jean sald whimsically  

Unconsciously, Hound me touching my slightly protruding stomach. The bulge was mini
mal, perhaps even smaller than the stomachs of others after ameal  

It have a daughter in the future, let her decide whether she wants to get married. What a
re the benefits of marriage anyway?” I asked with a smile.  

“Yes, I completely agree. It is up to our child to decide their own marriage.” Jean agree
d.  

Chapter 134 Fond Delivery  

chanding outside my place. He was  

As we were chatting, the doorbell rang I quickly said goodbye to Jean, hang up, and hur
ried to open the door. To my surprise, Rowan was standing holding some packed meals
, and a delightful aroma wasted toward me.  

“You don’t have to do this.” I sighed.  

“My mom instructed me to take good care of you while I’m here, or else she’ll sever our 
mother–son relationship.” Rowan walked straight into the living room and put the food  

on the table  

He should be extremely busy here. Having invested in the project, he was undoubtedly 
committed to handling it personally, ensuring that no resources were wasted. This was 
one of Rowan’s remarkable qualities. He exhibited great stability and maturity in his wor
k.  



He would undoubtedly fulfill his obligations and excel at them. He had to oversee the wo
rk in his home country remotely while managing the project in person here. It was clear t
hat he had very little time to spare  

I scent of tomatoes, my keen sense of smell effortlessly detected the fishyodor.  

Just as Rowan opened the food container, the aroma of fish stew watted out. Despite th
e powerful sce Despite my recent ease of morning sickness, I still found the fishysmell u
npleasant.  
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Chapter 135 Stop Pretending  

Telt, and could feel something ring from my stomach, but I fought hard to hold it back  

Noticing that i didn’t go over, Rown called out to me again, “Come and eat. Aren’t you h
ungry?”  

Tremained silent as Thurried to the bathroom. Estruggled to suppress the sound, using
 the flesh to mask the noise of vomiting. The suffocating feeling overwhelmed me. Upon
 Iving the bathroom, Hound Rowan waiting for me at the door.  

“Are you having some kind of obsession? Why are you following me to the bathroom?” I
 felt quite flustered, so intentionally reprimanded him Rowan’s expression humed somb
er as he coldly responded, “You go ahead and I’m heading home.”  

loudly  

Leagerly awaited his departure, opting to main silent. As soon as he wanished from my 
sight, I promptly disposed of the fish stew. The remaining dishes perfectly suited pallate,
 so 1finished them instantly. After that, I cleaned up and went downstaus to discard the 
garbage  

“Hand–
made cookie! He must foolery touched. Suddenly, a voice sounded. As I turned around, 
I saw Ashley and Joy walking toward me, a inam. Ashley was also holding a beautiful co
ntainer in her hand that seemed to be filled with snacks.  

Joy was praising Ashley. However, they stepped talking when they spotted me. Ashley 
appeared geminely 
shocked, it was as if she never expected to run into me here, especially considering that 
Rowan now lived here too.  

2  



I gazed at the two of them stoically and stepped into the elevator. After a moment’s hesi
tation, Ashley followed suit. Joy rolled her eyes at me, while Ashley played comple expr
ession. It seemed like Rowan world have some explaining to do later.  

How unlucky why does she live here too?” Joy couldn’t contain herself and began to gr
umble.  

Ashley glanced at me, her thoughts unreadable.  

Ashley’s face it up with a captivating mix of shock and awe as the elevator arrived at my
 floor. She appeared bewildered, ping at me blankly as I opened the door, stepped insid
e and closed it.  

Joy sputtered, “Fuck Why is she living opposite Charmer’s  

I closed the door, shutting out her words. As for whether Ashley and Rowan would argu
e afterward, I couldn’t be bothered.  

What I didn’t expect was to receive a message from Ashley after some time, Ivory, are y
ou available to chat?”  

I did not reply and directly blockader. Ten minutes later, the doorbell rang. As I peered t
hrough the peephole, I was surprised to see Jaileystanding there couldn’t comprehend 
how she dared to show up at my door.  

Where was Rowan? Did he leave right after delivering food to me?  

As I opened the door, Ashley ganod at me with a complex expression and asked, “hory, 
do you really hate me so much now?  

“Come in and close the door,” instructed in differently, returning to the living room and si
tting doum.  

Ashley closed the door silently and took a seat 
across from me. Adler a few moments of profound silence, Ashley’s composure faltered 
and she was the first to break the peace.” hey, can you please stay away from Rowan 
moving forward?”  

was surprised. “Why?”  

“Are you diced I’m with him now, but I sense that he still has feelings for you that he sho
uldn’t. It’s unfair to me,” Ashley said, biting her lower lip, appearing very innocent.  

I looked at her nonchalantly and replied, “How is it unfair?er said these things to you wh
en you were a mistress. Nour that you’re ready to be with 
him, you bring it up instead Don’t you think it’s disgusting?”  



Ashley’s face turned pale. “Ivory, not a mistress only started seeing Mr. Payne after you
 were disceced!”  

I confronted her directly, “Rowan told me you two weren’t together at all You don’t nee
d to pretend in front of me. I already know that you were the one who reached out to Ro
wan first, Ashley  

“You were sting in the car with me on our way to dinner with Benjamin, and yet you wer
e secretly sending messages to a red man. Do you have any shame lett?”  

Ashley was startled and filled with disbeled at my words. She inquired andously, “Did Be
njamin tell you about this?  

1 was also quite shocked. Was she saying that Benjamin knew about all of this?  

“What do you think?” I was being intentionally ambiguous.  

Ashley was feeling quite Instrated. “He’s 
despicable! He promised not to tell anyone about this!”  

I just recalled that Benjamin had read Ashley and nowan’s messages, so he must have 
been aware of it at the time. Benjamin truly went above and beyond for Ashley, and he 
never revealed it. Otherwise, Ashley’s reputation would be even worse.  

1. “I wasn’t him. No one informed me  

Inaturally wouldn’t tell her that Chester was the one, yet I also wanted to ensure Benjam
in wasn’t understood. Therefore, I explained, ” about this covered it on my own.  

“Did you snoop through Mr. Payne’s phone? Ashley asked again.  

Lancered “Don’t stress over how I found out. I’m aware of almost everything you’ve don
e, so don’t pretend in front of me anymore. You should be grateful that I’m willing to sep
arate from Rowan. It’s best for you to keep your distance from me and avoid causing pr
oblems for yourselt. Also, I have some evidence Rowan will likely leave youence he see
s  

It was clear that Ashley was intimidated by me. She was determined not to lose Rowan.
 She probably didn’t expect me to know so much. After moment of silmes, she stood up
 and tried to leave  

“When did you find out about Rowan’s and my identity?” inquired.  

Ashley stopped and turned to look at me. The smile on her lace seened forced. “Ivory, I
 reached out to Mr. Payne first because I found out he had requested my contact Infoma
tion  



“I wanted to question him about it.  

ever met him 
belace, and I didn’t know who you were. Anyway, the other mer to attend to. Goodbye.”
  

She left quirkly after speaking, but i didn’t believe her. I wanted to find a way to check fo
r myself. Then Inmoved Benjamin from the blacklist and planned to ask him i anything  

Chapter 135 Stop Pretending  

Before texting him, I took a look at his Instagram. There had been no recent updates fo
r a while. The most recent post was from the day he and 1 climbed Emerald Mountain, c
onsisting of several photos.  

of me holding Biscuit, although my face was not visible  

I also noticed that he had changed his Whatsapp profile picture to a photo of me ho  

I 
was overwhelmed by gut, as if I had caused him harm. I felt too ashamed to approach 
him with more questions. I blocked him when nothing happened, and unblocked him wh
en something did happen. It seemed unjust to treat him in such a manner.  

Maybe I could consider other options. I sighed and decided to block Benjamin once agai
n.  

Just as I was about to block Benjamin, he texted, “Ivory, have you finally unblocked me?
”  

I was speechless  

Benjamin continued testing, “Why d  

ay did you block me? Did I do something wrong?”  

Treplied, “No, Benjamin. You did nothing wrong. I accidentally blocked you I’m sorry.”  

Benjamin asked, “Are you free for a video call now? I want to see you. Dr. York said you
 went abroad. Are you abroad now?” went 
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chapter 136 Battle of Buffalo Wings  



kinitiated a video call, and Benjamin promptly answered. It had only been a few months 
since we last saw each other, yet the carefree boy had transformed into amature young 
man. He sported a cow–cut halestyle and was dressed in a slightly may grire jacket.  

He sheepishly touched his hair and said, “hvory, I just got back from work and my clothe
s are a bit dicty. I’m currently inteming at a construction site, living and eating with a gro
up of rugged guys. So please excuse the mess  

I promptly replied, “Why should I mind? You look quite handsome in your crow cut, clea
n and neat  

Benjamin said cheerfully, “I also think it’s great Having long hair can be quite inconvenie
nt 
when it comes to work. When I first arrived there, everyone commented on my trendy w
hile and was dazzled by my appearance.”  

nes back home, and I plan to  

Touldn’t help but chuckle at his words. While we were talking, he inquired, “hey, when 
are you coming back? I’ve transfered a portion of my earnings  

tomaside to take you out for a meal or buy you a small gift Bot I’m not able to afford anyt
hing too expensive at the moment:“”  

“Ne, you should save your money for yourself. You can use it to support your family or s
o it for your future wedding. In summary, it’s important to be mindful of your spending ch
oices.” could’t help but feel both moved and slightly guy  

“Don’t worry are some of my sublay every month. It’s just that the internship salary isn’t
 veryhigh,” replied Benjamin.  

“Which company are you working for asked  

“Samderd estate company. Currently, I’m working on construction sites, and I plan to gr
adually advance in the future,” Benjamin replied confidently.  

He was consistente optimistic and brimming with hope for what lay ahead. I truly admire
d his mentality. If I were to return soon, the only possible time would be during All Soul
s‘ Day, which was fast approaching  

Hence, I promised Benjamin that we would have a meal together after my retum. I was r
eally eager to meet him in person and learn more about Ashley’s Issue  

Benjamin was bursting with jos, exclaiming, forest! be waiting for you!”  

“Alright, see you in two days.” replied gently  



After ending the 
call, I decided to go out to get some fresh air. I had slept too long during the day, and n
ow I couldn’t sleep. It seemed that enemies als crossed paths. When I went downstairs, 
I bumped into Ashley and Joy again.  

Their faces stantly showed signs of displease upon seeing me Joy was sharp tongued a
nd vicious. It was as if her words flowed uncontrollably, spreading negativity, “Ash, if we
 had that St. Payne wasn’t here, we wouldn’t have come. It’s so unlucky that we comter
ed her twice. How terribly unlock!”  

Ashley came a frig glare. We had already made our posts clear moments ago, so her pr
etense was unnecessary. Her gaze and expressions finally revealed the hostility of  

I approached the pale with subtle smile and asked, “y, isn’t? Do you know that continuin
g to speak nonsense can actually harm Ash?”  

“What did you say Joy asked arrogantly.  

Ashley’s expression changed as she realized what I meant She didn’t know what I had 
against her, so she had to be careful. She quickly stopped Joy and said, “Joy, stop talki
ng!” Her tone was authoritative, with a much of tritation, pop 
clearly had much more to tell me, but after Ashley’s statement, she held it back and just
 stared at me  

I was pleased and commented, “Good job. You know your place!  

Abbey and joy seemed angry, but they didn’t done to say anything  

At that moment, the elevator doors opened, and Clarence exited. “Ashley, Joy, let’s go!
”  

When he saw me, he was stunned. “Ms. Sadler, why are you? |  

Then he locked back and forth between Ashley and me, feeling awkward  

The presence of a friend’s ex–
wife andearrent wife in the same place made the situation even more comfortable. It wa
s  

was as it all the key players had assembled under one roof.  

Ashley maintained a calm facade. “Clarence, let’s go. Mr. Payne is still waiting for? |  

“Alright!” Clarence glanced at me once more. Then, the three of them left together Ent  



I followed slowly and drove away once I reached mycar. If Ashley had understood the si
tuation better and refrained from disturbing me, I might have considered stepping back
. and allowing her and Rowan to carry on with their relationship.  

However, if the continued to bother me like this, I might feel compelled to share the insi
de information learned today online, along with some past recordings. It could significa
ntlydamage her reputation  

By that time, the Payne family would never accept a disgraced Cinderela  

I drove through the city streets as the night brought prosperity to lie. The gentle warmth 
of the wind against my face was incredibly soothing  

Upon arriving at the food market, I parked my car and instantly found myself sumounde
d by aromas watting from the various food stalls. The food aromas stimulated my appeti
te  

Without hesitation, I started eating. I was down to anything savory, aromatic, and swee
t recept for seafood. I was even craving for something sour and spicy  

After indulging myself, I finallycame across a buffalo wings stall. This small stall was po
puler, with only one serving remaining. I couldn’t resist and blurted out, “Sir, may have  

“Sir, I want the last serving of buttals wings!” Joy exclaimed loudly and provocatively  

Itumed and noticed Ashley, Rowan, van, and clarence standing behind joy. When Rowa
n saw me, he looked slightly surprised. Maybe he was wondering why I was sill hungry 
The dinner be delivered to me was enough for WD.  

“But this lady ordered it first” The owner hooked at me and spoke up for me kindly.  

“She hasn’t finished her words yet, has she joy asked unhapply.  

Sir, can you pack this firm  

spokesatly to the bass, ignoring the group of people.  

Joysdenly tumed to Rowan and asked, “Mr. Payne, Ash really wants to eat buttalo wing
s. The buffalo wings here are the best There’s only one serving left. Why don’t you buyi  

Crupter 126 Battle of Buffalo Wings  

for her?  



1 was baffled. How did Joy find the courage to talk to Rowan like that? Maybe she thou
ght her best friend had started a relationship with a wealthy man, thus elevating her soci
al standing. It was really frustrating dealing with people who lack self–awareness.  

I glanced at Rowan and noticed Ashley doing 
the same with a glint of anticipation in her eyes. Although she was scheming, she still h
ad a hint of naivety due to her upbringing. For example, she now pinned her hopes on 
grabbing a serving of buffalo wings to test Rowan’s feelings for her.  

Yet, looking back, I was once naive too. I desperately sought evidence to convince mys
elf that I was special to Rowan  

Rowan stood completely still, his gaze fixed on me, Ivan’s expression revealed a hint of 
concern, perhaps wondering if there was an issue with my physical well–
being. After all, he had caught me overeating several times.  

Ashley’s eyes gradually filled with disappointment and a hint of reluctance. At that mom
ent, Clarence stepped in to smooth things over. “Let’s find somewhere else to eat. Joy, 
you were the one who insisted on coming here. You must know where the best food is.
”  

The buffalo wings stall owner had already packed the buffalo wings for me. I walked up t
o Ashley and placed them directly into her hand. She looked at me in surprise.  

Chapter 117 Too Many Coincidences  

“I wat hill, but as I encountered a star dig on the road, I decided to by somebuttalo wings
 for it. Since to crave it so much, I’ll trout you,” Ild sarcastically.  

Ashley’s are was already flushed, her eyes teary, and she couldn’t help but bitches lips 
Why did she love bring her lips so mich?  

“ver!“Rowan called out to me. His voice led with dent displeasure at my rather disagreea
ble remark  

Joy shouted, “Who do you think you are to call shadog?”  

I burst into how. “Dida say that? You’ve cedibly clever  

After expressing me thoughts, I named and left. I vetused to let anyone daupen my goo
d mood for eating  

I recalled the doctor’s advice about how a mother’s stable mood during 
pregnancy could positterly influence her child’s personality post–
birth. Once finished may meal and drink, theaded home to show and sleep.  



Before going to bed,eceived a message from “Do you still like having burtalo wings? bri
ng them over to you”  

He was culy kind. I replied, “No, I’m good Fill Thank you!”  

Ivan did not reply, so peacefully fell asleep The bollowing day, I went to work as usual.  

All Souls Day was approaching, and the company had already announced a holiday, C
harles was a religious person who hold all Souls‘ Day in high regard. Thus, all employer
s of the company were granted a three–daybreak  

Uncle Ahrin had also planned as to the cemeteries this year, so I tumed with him. The d
ay before the holiday, 1 packed my luggage and went to the airport with Uncle Alvin afte
r work to travel back home overnight  

After several hours 
of flying, Llanded safely. Before heading home, I contacted Lee, who now worked as ad
e her for my dad. When he found out was returning home, he readily agreed to pick me 
up at the airport in the middle of the night.  

Lee was waiting for us outside 
the airport, When he saw Uncle Akin and me, he greeted as warmly and promptly appro
ached to assist us with our luggage “Mrs. Payne.”  

“Call me Ms. Sadler from now on,”  

“Isaid with a smile.  

Lee was the driver we hired after Rowan and 1 got married. He always addressed me a
s “Mrs. Payne“. Now that Rowan and I were divorced, there was no longer any need for 
him to use that title when referring to me  

Lee nodded. “Alright, Ms. Sadler”  

Then he politely grated Uncle Alvin, “Hello, Mr.Sadler”  

“Thank you“Uncle Alvin replied gently.  

“My pleasure,” Lee said, putting our pap away and driving us home.  

It incredibly comforting to be back in the familiar surroundings of my home. My parents 
were still awake, eagerly awaiting my return along with Uncle Alvin.  

I stepped forward and hugged my mother. “Mom, I miss you and Dad so much.”  



sty mom patted my shoulder and said, “We mas you too. Have you and Alvin had dinne
r yet? I’ll you some foed.”  

“I’ve eaten. Don’t worry about it. We had our meal on the plane,” I replied  

My dad and Uncle Ahan were chatting The atmosphere in the family was filled with har
mony. After a while, we wood to our rooms to sleep.  

It was early in the morning, and 1 was exhausted. I slept until noon, and Mom didn’t wak
e me up for breakfast. I got up and ate lunch directly,  

“Is Rowan back?” Mom asked during the meal  

“I don’t know,” Ieplied, shaking my head. I didn’t ask him at all.  

Dad was serious.“by, you shouldn’t hang out with him anymore. He arranged for 
Ashley to study abroad and even went with her. Don’t be foolsh.”  

“Don’t worry, Dad. I’m not a masochist,” Implied.  

“That’s good. Don’t underestimate yourself. Many people care about 
you.” Dad nodded in reliet.  

twas All Souls Day the following day. My grandparents passed away many years ago, a
nd their graves were in a cemetery in Ahon City. Each year, we visited the cemetery to 
pay  

our respects to them.  

Mom was preparing for All Souls‘ Day when Jean called me, “Ivy, you’re back home? Le
t’s hang out!”  

“Where do you want to go?” asked, feeling lazy as 1 lounged on the couch  

Jean excitedly suggested, “Let’s go out for a meal PU invite Nat and Lives well. I’Eask 
Chester to treat us After all, he hasn’t treated you to a meal yet.”  

I thought having a meal would be fine, but I made it clear to Jean in advance, “Alright. L
et’s have a cousted whole bamb  

“Sore. Feel free to eat as much as you like I’ll ask him 
to find the very best one!” Jean eagerly replied.  

After ending the phone call, Jean immediately tagged Natalie and obvia in the group ch
a. When they learned that I had returned to Alben city, they were very excited and agre
ed without hesita  



In the evening, jean sent me the address of a farm restaurant. Upon arrival, I was warml
y welcomed by Jean, Natalie, and Olvia, who were already seated with chister and Jas
per  

Jean and the others were thrilled to see me and hugged me warmly, Eating me like a q
ueen, Chester and jasper seemed uncomfortable, likely due to our past unfriendly relati
onship  

We roasted a whole lamb outdoors over acharcoal fire, ghing it a great atmosphere. We
 put a sbaughtered lamb on the rack, seasoned it, and then roasted it  

Halfway through the roasting, Jean looked behind me in disbelief. Then, a lack of disgus
t spread across her face. “Am Thallocinating? Is Ashley back too?”  

Erned around, and there they were; Ashley and Rowan just a few days ago, we were ar
guing over buffalo wings at the food market. And now, was she coming here to fight ov
er  

Trouldn’t help but wonder if things we truly just a coincidence. It was bewildering how th
ey seed to appear wherever went 
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2/29  

Rowan, are you guys back home? Chester greeted them excitedly.  

Rowan gazed at me intently, and I averted my eyes to focus on the roasted whole lamb,
  

Upon seeing them, Jean rolled her eyes.  

Ashley replied on behalf of Rowan, “Yeah, we both came back for All Souls” Day I saw 
on your Instagram story that you were eating roasted whole lamb, so I couldn’t resist jo
ining in I didn’t know Ivory was here either.“!  

Chester looked at me guiltly. He tagged our location when he posted his Instagram stor
y, and it caused a lot of trouble for me.  

“Rowan, are you broke? Can’t!  

‘t you even afford a roasted whole Lamb? Why does she come and take advantage of u
s? Jean’s temper grew even more volatile after she was pregnant.  



Rowan probably didn’t expect to meet us here. He glanced at Ashley and replied gloomi
ly, “I’ll pay the bill later.”  

“It’s 
not about settling the bill I do not welcome you and Ashley, Jean emphasized loudly, giv
ing Ashley an unwelcoming glare.  

Ashley’s expression changed immediately. She looked at Rowan pitifully, then at Chest
er and Jasper, she apologized softly, “I’m sorry, Jean. I have no idea Ivory is here…”  

“Jean, I’m going to the bathroom.” I stood up, dusting off the grass clippings from my pa
nts, Without even glancing at Rowan and Ashley, I headed directly to the bathroom.  

I felt like someone was watching me, but I didn’t turn around. When I exited the bathroo
m and was about to wash my hands, I saw Rowan’s reflection in the mirror. He looked a
t me with a slight frown and said, “I didn’t know you were here. Otherwise, I wouldn’t all
ow her to come over.  

H  

I washed my hands and replied casually, “Does it really matter?1 don’t understand why 
your girlfriend is so insecure. She always tries to show off in front of me and make sure 
1 notice her. Do you think it’s just a coincidence that I keep bumping into her?”  
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Chapter 138 Unspeakable Struggle  

Rowan was not foolish. In fact, he was Intelligent. However, he repeatedly failed to see t
he truth about Ashley,  

The only explanation that made sense to me was that he was pretending to be ignorant.
 He had asked for time to handle Ashley’s situation previously, but he persistently acted 
oblivious. I was relieved that I didn’t trust him  

There are things I know that you don’t,” said Rowan with a gloomy expression, as if ther
e was an unsolvable problem troching him.  

1 suddenly raised my voice and exclaimed, “Just tell me! If you do, maybe we can clear 
up all the misunderstandings.”  

Howan’s Lips parted, as if on the verge of speaking, but ultimately choosing to remain si
lent  

1 smeered. “Rowan, is this your plan to deal with Achley? You met her at the conferenc
e, and she was the one who reached out to you first. You never mentioned it to me, and



 no eneelse knows about it. Are you trying to protect her by taking the blame for seducti
on?  

1added, “Even though I munderstood your actions, beleving that you were attracted to h
er and that you forced her into the 
breakup, that your love for her consumed you to the point of losing control, it seemed as
 if you were determined to do whatever it 
took. Then why did you pester me after we divorced? What are you thinking? Are you tr
uly the person Lonce knew?  

I wondered if I could be reincamated Why couldn’t Rowan be possessed by someone el
se’s soul? Maybe he wasn’t really Rowan but possessed by someone else’s soul.  

Rowan clenched his teeth, and I saw his jaw tighten. He seemed very upset. I was feeli
ng the same. Chad to endure seeing Ashley’s pretentiousness while eating a whole roa
sted  

As I was getting ready to leave after I wiped my hands, Ashley came over. She looked a
t Rowan and then at me with a complicated expression.  

hery, what happened today has nothing to do with Mr. Payne We’re here because of my
  

Ichose to stay silent and not engage in Ashley’s unnecessary drama  

” Ashley misunderstood and thought i was blaming Rowan for this.  

“Ashley went to the bathroom too. Did she go to look for you? Jean asked in a red tone 
after 1 came back.  

“I don’t know left when I saw her, Tanswered casually.  

At that moment, Chester approached and offered a heartfelt apology, “Ivory, I’m truly so
rry I shouldn’t have posted that on my Instagram story”  

I glanced at Chester and suddenly remembered what Jean had sad. So, 1 inquired, “Ch
ester and Jasper, what are your thoughts on Ashley?”  

The two changed glances, user of how to respond. If Chester said something incorrectly
, Jean would probably roast him stead of the lamb  

In the end, Jasper commented, “She is simply a young lady who was blinded by love. S
he’s tolly very loving, cheerful, and enthusiastic toward everyone.”  

As soon as he finished speaking, Jean lunged at Jasper, aiming to hit him. However, Ja
sper immediately dodged ber attack.  



Chester was utterly shocked. He quickly embraced jean and exclaimed, “Baby! Stay cal
m. Let’s be cautious for the sake of our child”  

Then, he scolded Jasper, “What on earth are you talking about? How dare you upset je
an and my kid  

With her pregnant badly, Jean pointed at Jasper 
and said furiously, “Jasper, you’re lucky that the law exists!”  

Jasper used to be quite afraid of Jean, hasing witnessed her brutality. Hence, he was so
mewhat packed at that moment.  

“That’s right jean has sharp eyes. Ashley is indeed very scheming.” Chester and to soot
he Jean’s emotions.  

Coincidentally, Ashley had just returned. Upon hearing his words, her expression turned
 sumber. Chunter turned and saw Ashley in tears. He panicked and did not dare to cont
inue.  

“I know I shouldn’t have come today.” Ashley wiped away herteers, then turned and wal
ked away quickly.  

hester signaled with his eyes to Rowan, who returned later. When Jean discovered this,
 she slapped Chester on the head, and he quickly became submissive Rowan didn’t qu
estion why and directly pursued Ashley  

“Rowan’s love for Achley is truly genuine!” Natalie said, with a touch of both sarcasm 
and admiration.  

“Exactly. If that’s the case, why pester Ivy again?” Olivasid, visibly intraed  

“Scumbag! Bah!” jean cured.  

Chester couldn’t 
bear to hear his good friend being scolded. He couldn’t help but it rupt them, “Don’t say t
hat. Dewan has his own struggle.”  

Since couldn’t obtain any specific information from Rowan, I decided to ask Chester, “oh
, what’s his issue? Why don’t you tell me?  

When asked about the details, Chester fell silent, Jasper swiftly changed the subject. “L
et’s dig into the lamb. I think it’s almost ready, and it smells absolutely delicious!”  

He then grabbed aknite and skilly sliced the lamb, placing it onto plates and serving eac
h of us a generous portion  



The issue was brushed aside, and no one pursued it fether. In the end, I was still unre o
f Rowan’s problems.  

The lamb was delicious. A few of usate and chatted until midnight, and then we all went 
home.  

Early in the morning on All Souls Day, Mom woke me up. Then, my whole family, includi
ng Uncle Ahin, drove to the cemetery.  

This was the only cemetery in Alton City, 
sated on the outskirts Rowan’s grandparents were buried there, so it wasn’t surprising f
or me to meet the Paynes.  

Four en wisked the Payne family grave, including Rowan, his father, his uncle, and his
 cousin. Parla was not there as she visited her parents‘ graves every All Souls‘ Day.  

Gege and my dad used to greet each other happily but no longer talked when they met. 
My dad took us away after seeing them  

When we met again after we finished and were about to leave, lowas was the first to ad
dress my parents, saying, 
“Samuel and Hilary, it’s been such a long time since we last sm wach other”  

Ted snorted and ignored him while my mom mustered an award smile and instantly pull
ed me into the car. Outside the car window, Rowan’s family appeared somewhat  

embarrassed  

Thad www driving the car, complaining, “How dare he come and say hello to us? He sh
ould consider himself lucky that i didn’t beat him up!”  

Mom responded, “Torget it. As long as by and Roman stay 
clear of each other in the future, everything will be fine. He just greeted us out of courte
sy, so let’s not dwell on it.”  

*py, you must not be soft–
hearted anymore. Remember this!” Dad was particularly worried about it  

Chapter 138speakable Struggle  

I never even dared to imagine their reaction if they were to find out about my pregnancy.
 I wondered if they would force me to ha  

have an abortion.  



As long as the child was present, Rowan and I would never 
be able to fully sever our connection. His familial bond with the child was unalterable.  

I replied, “I know, Dad.”  

Even if I said so, I gradually understood the challenges that my child and I would encou
nter. It was highly probable that we would not receive a warm or loving reception but ins
tead face opposition. Although I didn’t plan to remarry in the future, I still wanted to have
 a child. It was one of my wishes  
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Chapter 139 Accused of Being a Murderer  

Being a M  

Jen called in with the latest update when I got home  

Ashley was in the hospital!  

As for why she was hospitalized, it won’t clear yet.  

“Is Rowan with her at the hospitat?” Tasked  

“Yeah. He’s the one who took 
Ashley there.” Then, Jean speculated, “How could someone so young suddenly end up i
n the hospital she pregnant?  

I was taken aback. It felt like my own secret had been exposed. Rowan had told me the
y had never slept together, so Ashley couldn’t be pregnant.  

“I don’t know. Let’s leave them be,” replied  

Jean agreed. “Yeah, forget about them. I’m going to stay tabulously sing?”  

After hanging up, I felt distracted, and an ansios feeling crept through me. I had a forebo
ding sense of unease, bitcouldn’t tell why.  

I would be flying to Stomland with my uncle tomorrow afternoon. I hoped nothing else ch
aotle would happen.  

That night, Benjamin texted me.  

“Ivory, I’m coming home to visit the graves got the ticket for this afternoon. How about in
ch together tomorrow?”  



“Sure Have a safe journey,” I replied  

Thenext day, I met Benjamin at noon. He had yet to return things to his rented place an
d was carrying a bag.  

He seemed abit awkward at first but loosened op after we chatted for a bit. We found a 
place in a mall to eat, and Benjamin gradually became more talkative. He even asked m
e about things abroad.  

*Benjamin, did you know Ashley also went to study in Stormland 1 suddenly asked.  

Benjamin paused, then nodded. “I heard from a friend, but I don’t know the details. Thar
dly keep in touch with her.”  

the other way around. Did  

“Yeah, Rowan funded it, took a sip of water and continued, 
“theard something Interesting. Initially, it wasn’t Rowan who contacted Ashley first, but 
th you know about that?!  

Upon hearing this, Benjamin’s expression changed slightly. His eyes betrayed a hint of 
guilt, but he stayed silent.  

I wasn’t blaming him. In a way, he was quite loyal and honorable Despite their breakup, 
he didn’t slander ber.  

he wasn’t this way.  

v, he could have spilled everything he knew to the media during the time Ashley was b
eing cyberbullied. That would definitely have made things much worse  

for her.  

Benjamin didn’t do that. H  

He wasn’t the type to kick someone when they were down.  

“Benjamin?” teasually repeated my question, “Did you hear what I said earlier? Did you 
know Ashley initiated contact with awan?  

Finally, Benjamin looked at me again. He was clearly conflicted  

I stared back, my pse sharpening-  

Eventually, he nodded. “Yeah, new.”  



Benjamin had sent Ashley’s messages to Rowan. He was devastated when he found ou
t that his beloved girlfriend had actually in tuned contact with a married man!  

Also, Ashley Rowan was married. Yet, she asked for his contact information from some
one else.  

It was ablatant signofiring  

Benjamin knew Ashley had many admirers, and he had always been aware of it. He had
 always been able to control his feelings about it.  

it was only when Rowan appeared that Benjamin’s defenses were shattere  

However, Benjamin still kept Ashley’s secret and didn’t say anything.  

“Tasked her why she reached out to Rowan first Didn’t she realize what the guy wanted
?”  

Benjamin seemed 
more at peace when he brought this up, but there was still a trace of contusion in his ey
es. “She said she was following her heart and liked him.”  

That left me speechless.  

So it wasn’t Rowan who fill for Ashley at first sight, but the other way around?  

This conversation puzzled me a lot but abo clarified one thing  

It was Ashley who started this whole love story.  

Even if she hadn’t made the first move, Rowan had already gotten her number and wou
ld have contacted her eventually. But 
the fact that she took the initiative made a big difference  

It was like seeing a little bunny chased by a big bad wolf saddenly reveal its dos tail.  

As we were about to part win and stood by the road. I could bill be was string glances at
 me from time to time.  

ivory, are you leaving for Storland this afternoon?” he asked.  

“Yes” I nodded.  

He looked a bit reluctant and sad, but he faced a smile and sad, wish you a safe and sm
ooth journey.”  



Tuled back. Suddenly, he opened his arms and hugged me tightly, quickly saying “miss 
you!”  

Then help, grabbed his bag, and ran towards a bus stop without looking back.  

I was still in shock when Benjamin got on abus. He sat by the window, looking back at 
me until the bus disappeared from view. Lepened my mouth to say something, but ther
e  
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Benjamin really was a sweet college kid. I hoped he could keep his pure and simple nat
ure even after he graduated and entered the real world. Though, that was probably goi
ng to be tough.  

What I didn’t expect was that my meeting  

ecting with Be  

Benjamin would later cause a bit of a storm.  

Late that night, my uncle and I rehamed safely to Storland, Charles came to pick us up. 
He dropped me off at my place first before driving my uncle home.  

As I unlocked my door, I glanced across the hall. Rowan wasn’t here yet. Given that 
Ashley was in such a bad state she needed hospitalization, he must be with her.  

I didn’t think too much about it. After freshening up, I went straight to bed.  

The next morning at work, I learned about Ashley’s situation from a furious Linds  

“Ivory, you’re so cruel!” Linda pointed a finger at me, her eyes bloodshot with anger. “If 
anything happens to Ashley, you’ll go to he  

“What’s this about? What happened to her?” I frowned, confused by her outburst.  

“Don’t you know she has a heart condition? You kept agitating her, and now she’s in the
 ICU, fighting for her life! Don’t you feel responsible? Linda yelled.  

Our colleagues exchanged uneasy glances, unsure how to intervene.  

Ashley had a heart condition? That was news to me!  

“What kind of heart condition? Tell me,” I asked calmly,  



“she.” Linda seemed to remember something and hesitated for a few seconds. Then, s
he continued, “She has a severe congenital heart defect and can’t handle stress. You k
ept agitating her, so you’re basically a murderer!”  

I kept my expression neutral. “I never knew she had a heart condition, and I never went 
out of my way to upset her. If you want to blame someone, blame her for always trying t
o make herself the center of attention around me.”  

Linda was furious and screamed, “Ivory, are you even human? How can you be 
so ruthless? You’re so croel!”  

Ignoring her, I picked up my phone and sent a message to Benjamin. “Does Ashley hav
e a heart condition?”  

Benjamin replied quickly, “It’s a minor issue. She takes medication and can’t do strenuo
us activities, but she was fine when we were together.”  

So, a minor heart condition. Nothing that should land her in the ICU.  

I didn’t respond to Benjamin and went back to work  

But Linda wouldn’t let it go. She suddenly grabbed my arm and shoved me with unexpe
cted force.  

She’s a bit heavier than me and stronger too. If Charles hadn’t shown up just then and p
ulled me behind him, she might have knocked me over.  

“Linda!” Charles called out sharply, his tone full of warning. “We’re at work. What do you
 think you’re doing?”  

Linda glared at me, “Mr. Sadler, your cousin caused Ashley to have a heart attack! Doe
sn’t she need to take responsibility?”  

Charles seemed surprised by Linda’s closeness to Ashley. He glanced at me, then said 
coldly, “Wasn’t it Ashley who first caused tvory’s divorce?”  

Linda’s chest heaved, clearly struggling to accept what Charles said about Ashley. Sudd
enly, she tore off her work tag.  

Given how long she had worked under Charles, it was clear how much she cared about 
Ashley to resign in a fit of anger.  

But I didn’t understand–was it just because Ashley looked like her deceased sister?  

“Go to the Human Resources Department and handle your resignation with them on you
r own.” Charles was also angry and didn’t seem interested in stopping her.  



I felt a twinge of guilt. This mess started because of me. If I hadn’t joined the company, 
Linda wouldn’t have resigned.  

Linda stormed out, and Charles called me into his office  

“Charles, I’m sorry,” I said, genuinely apologetic  

“Linda was too impulsive in this matter. Physical altercations during 
work hours are unacceptable.” Charles sighed. He rubbed his temples, looking weary.  

“Is it really necessary for her to resign?” asked  

thad to 
admit that Linda was good at her job, and losing her would be a setback for the compan
y.  

Churles shook his head. “No. I’ll talk to her. Ivory, you need to manage your workplace r
elationships better, okay?”  

Chapter 140 Fainting  

After leaving Charles‘ office with a heavy heart, couldn’t focus all day. As soon as work 
ended, Irished home. To my surprise, van was walling downstairs.  

“Why are youbere 1 asked in surprise.  

“O you how about Ashley’s heartendition?” an asked.  

I nodded, “Yes, but don’t know the details”  

“I do. Let’s go upstates and talk,” he replied.  

Imediately led on upstairs. As Funlocked my door, the door across the hall openedton, 
Cernice stepped out with a 
trash bag and paused, clearly surprised to see bean and me together.  

“an, you and Ms. Sadler..arence trailed off and hesired.  

have something to das with her,” Iwn replied smoothly.  

Inodded to Clarence and then brought han inside, closing the door behind us.  

Once seated on the sofa, hangot straight to the point. “Ashley is in a hospital where a co
lleague of mine works. He’s a cardiothoracic surgeon and mentioned Ashley’s case to  

I listened quietly  



“Ashley has acongenital heart condition and needs a transplant it’s complicated. Once s
he’s stable, Rowan plans to take her to a hospital in another country, Dalloria. She migh
t have to wait for a human heart transplant or possibly get an artificial heart.”  

My mind was blank. The sudden revelation of Ashley’s severe heart condition felt surrea
l  

How could this have come up out of cashere?  

Could this be Bowen’s hidden burden?  

But no, Ashley’s heart dozas wasn’t lowan’s Lault. He wasn’t responsible for it.  

If he was doing this, it just meant he really cared about Ashley and didn’t want anything 
bad to happen to her.  

Suddenly, a wave of dariness washed across me. My vision blurred, and Ivan’s voice s
eemed to come from far away.  

“Nory? Are you okay?!  

Then, Lostconsciousness.  

“She’s fourteen weeks pregnant, but it’s not going well Her 
HCG levels are low, and the fetus is developing slowly. This fainting spell was likely due
 to tatique and emotional stress  

Islowly woke to the sound of voices found myself in a pale pink hospital room with an IV
 in my hand, dripping slowly.  

wn had sent away the doctor and now stood by my bedside. He silently watched me wit
h his strikingly cold and beautiful eyes.  

“Nan.“1 spoke, my voice a bit homse  

“Yeah,” he responded softly. “You’re pregnant it’s Rowan’s, right?”  

I was already in the hospital, and there was no way to hide it. So, I nodded.  

“Why didn’t you tell him?” There was a hint of emotion on hon’s face. “You’re carrying hi
s child while he’s with another woman. Are you that open–minded?”  

1 smiled bitterly. “I found out after the dicece. There was no need to say anything. I wa
nt this child but don’t want to be with Rowan anymore. It doesn’t conflict”  



Ivan grew angry. “If you don’t want to be with him, why keep his child? Have you 
thought about what’s best for yourself or the child? Achillin‘ toy! It’s a lide. You’l be a sin
gle  

“I know. I’ve thought it through. I won’t regret it.” Though I felt a pang of panke at my sec
ter being exposed, 1 quickly regained my composure.  

Tren took out his phone and showed me a photo: “Take a good look”  

The picture showed two hands tightly clasped, one with an TV on the back.  

The caption was heartwarming, “Mr. Payne, as long as I have you by my side, I have th
e courage to face anything”  

There was no need to guess who had posted this.  

it www.Ashley.  

My heart winged, a dull ache settling in. Perhaps because, at this moment, my child’s fa
ther was tenderly suppecting another woman.  

“Her condition has improved today. In a couple of days, she’ll be going to 
hospital in Dallots for the transplant surgery.” Ivan pot away his phone and asked, “Are 
you sure you Want to face the challenges of pregnancy and childbirth alone?  

My hand clenched slowly, and uses pricked my eyes. It all like there 
was a heavy stone pressing on my chest, making it hard to breathe had been a long tim
e since I had properly, so instinctively held back the tears.  

My voire choked up as I said, “Did you ever think about what would happen i lost this ch
ild? Could I still get pregnant?  

Iwan frage. There was shock in his eyes, then disbeliel. “What?”  

Thad thought about getting an abortion before. The doctors had subtly warned me that, 
given my physical condition, it would be very difficult to conceive again if I lost this child
. I would only get pregnant again if twww.exceptionally lucky  

“Thái might be the only child I’ll have in my lifetime Tran’t lose her. Took a deep both, un
able to control a ter slipping from the core of my eye  

int a moment then, he reached up to wipe are the tears my eyes and sighed deeply.  

Emring thats lospital stay, that incheie hut to take more time off work. Thankfully, Charle
s envinced Linda to to the company, so I could avoidber let a while.  



■ Chapter 140 Fainting  

But Charles didn’t understand why I needed to be hospitalized again. After his persiste
nt questioning, I told him about the pregnancy and the threat of miscarrying  

“No, this is something you have to tell your parents!” Charles insisted, refusing to keep it
 from them. He believed pregnancy was a significant matter, especially when it involved 
a child with one’s ex–husband.  

“I’ll tell them myself, but not now,” I replied immediately.  

“Are you sure you’ll do it? Charles asked.  

“Yes,” Laffirmed.  

He only relented after getting my agreement.  

After hanging up, I closed my eyes wearily I was trying to figure out how to broach the s
ubject with my parents. After spending some time in the hospital, my condition stabilized
, and I was discharged.  

I couldn’t return to work right away. Charles urged me to rest properly and gave measter
n reminder.  

“Ivory, you must find the right time to tell your family about the pregnancy. If you keep d
elaying, I’ll tell them myself.”  

“Don’t worry, I’ll handle it myself, I replied to Charles.  

Once Charles left, I went to my bedroom to lie down and rest. I felt physically and emoti
onally exhausted, even after my hospital stay. But for the sake of the child in my belly, 
I couldn’t just lie there–I needed to take care of myself.  

Summoning my energy, I went online to order some groceries. I planned to cook simple 
and nutritious meals for myself. When the groceries arrived and I went to answer the do
or, I was surprised to findnot a delivery person but Ashley and Joy standing outside.  

“Ivory, are these yours?”  

Ashley’s face looked pale. After not seeing her for a few days, she seemed to have lost 
weight  

She gestured towards the bags Joy was holding, who dropped them to the ground with 
an annoyed look at ine.  



They were indeed my groceries. Perhaps Ashley had encountered the delivery person a
nd brought them up herself. I didn’t need such enthusiasm from her, especially since sh
e was supposed to be in the hospital due to her heart condition.  

I picked up the bags and was about to close the door.  

“Not even a thank you? What, cat got your tongue?” Joy snapped at me, clearly irritated
.  

“Joy, Ivory just got out of the hospital and isn’t feeling well. Don’t rile her up,” Ashley sai
d. She made it sound as if she was being considerate of my health.  

She knew about my hospitalization, but did she low about my pregnancy?  

A nervous unease crept into my mind. However, Ashley 
quickly dispelled my suspicions with gentle advice. “Ivory, you’re alone in a foreign cou
ntry. Don’t put too much pressure on yourself. Overworking yourself can harm your heal
th ”  

“Ashley, you’re too kind–
hearted. Does someone like her really deserve your care? Joy muttered under her breat
h.  

At that moment, the door opposite opened. Upon seeing Ashley and Joy with me, Clare
nce’s face briefly flashed with surprise and a hint of awkwardness.  

“Clarence“” joy eagerly greeted him, her face lighting up with joy and her voice suddenly 
becoming sweet.  

She seemed quite affectionate towards Clarence,  

The awkwardness on Clarence’s face faded as he asked, “Why are you here? Ashley, w
eren’t you hospitalized? Why  

Ashley blushed shyly, “I’m feeling better. Originally, I was planning to go directly to Dallo
ria for surgery. But the test results showed my condition needs to be stabilized a bit mor
e before I can do that. So, Rowan asked me to come over here with him because his re
cent work focus is here.”  

“He just wants you to be with him!” Joy interjected with a grin “You know how it is, it feel
s like an eternity when he doesn’t see you. If you’re not by his side, he’ll suffer from love
sickness!”  

Joy glanced at me, clearly pleased with herself.  



I wasn’t sure what she was 
so smug about. I was the one who wanted to divorce, and it wasn’t like Rowan had gott
en together with her anyway. She was just a little follower  

Ashley blushed even more, biting her lip without denying Joy’s words.  

Clarence turned to me and asked, 
“Ms. Badler, did you just come back today? I heard you were hospitalized. Are you unw
ell?  
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