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Chapter 13They Are Not in a Relationship

As it was dering working hours, Linda didn’t dare to continue arguing with me. Howev
er, the appeared upset all afternoon.

After work, | drove back home. As | drove out of the company entrance, | spotted a famil
iar red BMW. Ashley had just stepped out of
the car, looking vibrant in her stylish outfit and polka—dot beret.

She perfectly complemented the red Bmw.couldn’t help but wonder why she
was at the company atterres ening, but | decided not to dwell on it too much.

After returning to my neighborhood, | took the elevator upstairs as usual, just as the doo
rs were about to close, a hand swiftly reached in and stopped them slowly, the doors o
pened again, and Rowan stepped in with a cold expression. He glanced at me once, an
d from then on, we never made eye contact again.

Rowan was carrying groceries, and it was the first time | had seen him doing so. He see
med

like a responsible family man post as the elevator doors closed, it suddenly shook violen
tly gripped the handrail to strady myself, my heart racing.

“The elevator is out of order.” Rowan attempted to press the open button, but there was
no response

“Out of onder? Try contacting the property management.” | was speechless.
Shortly after, the voice of the property management staff was heard in the elevator. He i
nformed us not to panic, as there was a problem with the elevator. They had already cal

led the maintenance stato address it

Then, the elevator fell silent, leaving Rowan and me speechless. The stillness was abru
ptly interrupted by the growling sound of my stomach

Normally, | would
have been eating at this hour. The baby growing inside me seemed to have a big appeti
te. Rowan shot me a glance, and averted my eyes in embarrassment.

Then, my stomach let out another growl of protest

“Are you very hungry?” Bowan asked, crouching down to open the bag on the ground. A
mong the ingredients, there were also some apples and bread



He handed me a piece of bread, “Full your stomach first”

| nodded, took the bread, and began to eat. | finished the small palm-—
sized bread in just two or three

bres.

With each bite, my hunger seemed to grow even stronger. | found myself unable to res
ist glancing at the bag once more. | was starting to feel a bit desperate because of ho
w hungry | was.

Rowan appeared surprised that could suddenly eat so much, considering | used to have
a small appetite. He picked up the bag and

opened it in front of me. “The only available edibles are a bit of bread and

some apples. Help yourself to whatever you'd like”

Late the apples without thinking, even if they were unwashed. When
Linished rating, there were only three apples left. In addition, Thad also eaten all the bre
ad.

“‘Have you ever visited the hospital to check your stomach?”
he asked with a worried book. He didn’t care about the bread and apples.

Luped the comers of my mouth and reassured him, “l did. It's just a mild case of gastriti
s. Nothing to worry about.”

‘Hmm.” Rowan felt slightly more relieved.

The maintenance personnel took a bit longer than expected to arrive, Half an hour later,

| heard voices coming from above. It seemed like the issue might be in that direction. H
owever, halfway through the repair, the elevator shook again suddenly, causing me to lo
se my balance and crash into the wall

“Watch out!” Roman held me immediately, and | was pulled into his arms by the force of
the movement. The fandi scent of tobacco and a subtle fragrance intertwined and envel
oped my senses.

During my pregnancy, my sense of smell was heightened Certain
smells, like cigarettes, made me feel sick. But the tobacco smell on Bowan’s clothes wa
s light and pleasant, making me feel comfortable.

| suspected that | did not feel sick as the baby could distinguish this smell was coming fr
om his father. If | had worked so hard to raise my child, only to have them wanting to ge
t close to Rowan, it would break my heatrt.

“Thank you.” Texpressed my gratitude politely once | had regained my balance.



“Hmm.” Rowan let go of my hand and seemed undazed

There was a weak signal in the elevator, so | decided to sit down and pass the time by p
laying with my phone Right then, Rowan’s phone started ringing. He glanced at me and
picked up the call

Due to the noise of the

repair work and conversation above us, Rowan switched on the speaker. Thus, | could
also hear the voice on the other and of the line.

Ashley asked sweetly, “Mr. Payne, Joy and | made lamb stew, Linda’s coming. Are you,
Ilvan, Clarence and the others coming to eat?’

When Theard the words “lamb stew,” my stomach growled loudly once more. | touched
my belly and muttered to the baby inwardly, “You can’t eat the mistress’s lamb stew, na
ughty lad,”

‘I won'’t be going over today,” Rowan’s voice sounded less gentle than before.

“Ah, okay. In that case, I'll eat with Joy and Linda Just make sure you don’t forget to eat,
” Ashley said with a touch of disappointment but still reminded him gently.

Rowan replied, “Alright. Don Ly
[worry.”

After ending the call, | looked at Rowan and asked, “Do you not cherish it anymore once
you own it

Rowan removed his coat and commanded, “Get up”

| stood up, feeling puzzled. He spread his coat where that just sat and gestured for
me to sit down again. | doubted if this kind and gentleman was truly Rowan.

“‘How can | truly cherish something that I've never possessed?” Rowan answered my qu
estion after | sat down again

| was quite curious about the relationship between Rowan and Ashley in my past life, | d
idn’t know much and ended up falling terribly. If van badn’t told

me the details in the end, | would have known nothing until | died.

“Aren’t you two in a relationship? | was extremely surprised.

“No,” Rowan replied firmly.

| was left speechless. How could they not be in a relationship?
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Twitnessed him falling in love with Ashley at first sight and saw the text messages he se
nt to her. | even witnessed him pressuring her to quit her job and end the relationship. It
was hard to deny what truly unfolded

After awhile, I continued to ask, “Why? Don’t you like her?”

Rowan suddenly chuckled and asked, “Why do you seem so certain that | was the one
who pursued her first?”

Wasn'’t that the case? In my past life, Dan mentioned to me that it was Rowan who purs
ued Ashley. Even after my rebirth, | had seen the message he sent to Ashley.

“If nothing happened between her and me, will you remarry me?” Rowan asked without
waiting for my response.

“‘No way,” | replied without thinking. | didn’t care about what happened between him and
Ashley, 1 only knew that what | saw had deeply hurt me.

Rowan smicked and remained silent just then, the elevator doors opened. | stood up, ha
nded him back his coat, and walked out Rowan and | turned away from each other and
opened the door to go home.

When | closed the door, | felt overwhelmed. | kept thinking about what Rowan said.

If he didn’t pursue Ashley first, what sign of interest did Ashley give him?

Rowan fell in love with her
at first sight and then forcefully took her. Could it be that it was all a charade?
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In the evening, Ishared Rowan’s words in our group chat of four. Jean and the others qu
ickly transformed into Sherlock Holmes, delving into the situation to analyse it for me

Jen texted, “vy, didn’t you see Rowan asking someone for Ashley’s contact information
? Don’t that mean he was the one using her?”

Natale disagreed. “That’s not necessarily true. Asking for someone’s number doesn’t m
ean you have to pursue him. | believe that even though Rowan is a scumbag he wouldn’
t cheat on lvy.



Jean cursed, “Damn it! What are those two doing? It’s giving me almace

Olinda tested, “Anyway, in my opinion, Achley is definitely not a mimple person

Jean replied, “I completely agree. It's often the seemingly harmless people who are the
most scheming, lvy, now that you're divorced, please don’t worry about it. It's better ta

avold meeting Ashley and Roman again. They aheaps bring trouble to you.”

While reading thinlysts, | thought about van and wondered if he was aware of something
. So, | decided to call han. Heimwered my call promptly

“When are you free? | want to ask you something.“Tasked
“I'm available now. Let's meet and talk?” hon ddmk me what these was

grabbed the car key again and left the aparment. “Wright, come to you. | suppose It's no
t comment for you to come to my place either Where are you?”

Half an hour later, | met han at the restaurant. My mind was filled with questions, and |
was eager to discuss them with him, hoped he could provide arowers and clear up my d
oubts right away

“lvan, has Rowan ever told you how he started persing Ashley?” asked directly.

Ivan’s are appeared complex “What’s the matter? Why are you bringing this up all of a s
udde

| lowered my head and took a sip of water. “I’'m just curious Did Bowen tell you about it
?”

Iven pondered a moment and shook his head. “Notemctly.”

Ilvan didn’t seem to know either. He noticed my distress and as deathly, “Did Rowan say
anything to you?*

In the past, Tused to think that van would also develop berlimps for Ashley so cold conf
ide in him about Rowan and Ashley. However, things had changed and now han was cl
early interested in me | didn’t want to share too many details about Rewan with him now
| still shook my head. “No, it's just a question that suddenly crossed my mind.”

Although said therwise, | was actually stil quite curious.

At that moment, my phone vibrated. It was a message from Jean. “Damn, | discovered s
ome unknown secrets from!”



| was surprised and replied quickly, “What’s it

Jeanned to call me, but | declined because
he was sitting in routed masked Joan to send messages instead.

Soon,jeansen asenes of messages. “Didn’t that bastard chester help Rowan with vario
us idea of parsing Ashley? So he
knows most about their relationship What Ashley did truly amazed me. Impressive!”

Upon reading an’s text, | finally understood what Bown meant by what he said in the ele
vator. He did ask for Ashley’s contact number because he thought she looked like Sophi
e at first sight

However, it was not Rowan who contacted Ashley first Instead, it was Ashley. She got R
owan’s member from a certain person in chieps.

Shemessaged Rowan to ask why he had requested her contact information, and that w
as how they started contacting each other from this paint

Jean serta final message.

“Incredible. A good hunter always hunts in the form of pery, Chester only provided me w
ith these
detalls. | asked about Rowan’s specific method at pursuing Ashley, but he refused to tel
| me by to interrogate him to extract more information alert you promptly if there are any
updates.”

Hell into silence and switched off the screen. Yet, in that very instant my heat was in tur
moil.

The initial situation when Rowan and Ashley first met in their previous Ite, and this curre
nt life should have semained unchanged.

Therefor, in their previous life, it was an Ashley who took the initiative to reach out to Ho
wen. However, due to my reincamaton, things took a different turn after their paths cros
sed.

In my past life, despite Ashley taking the mitiative to appenach Rowan, it was umately o
wn who fell deeply in love with her. Her determined efforts proved successful

However, in this present de, Rowan
had undergone significanttransformations as a result of changes within me. Consequent
ly, love had not existed until this wry moment.

“What are you thinking about?” Ivan inquired gently, noticing my prolonged silence



He gazed at me with inusually gentle eyes, and as | looked at han’s charming face, a su
rge of sympathy washed over my heart.

Iseemed to understand how he fell in love with Ashley in

his past life. It was very likely that Ashley made up a story about being forced by Bowm
an went from not being able to stand seeing her suffer to feeling distressed about her ex
perience and eventually fell in love with her

Heance spoke to me about Ashley According to him, Ashley was portrayed as
a vulnerable, defenseless, and pitiful girl, completely subjected to Rowan’s control. Mor
eover, Ashley strongly resembled Sophie How could Ivan not care about her?

Most of the information Thad about the story of Rowan and Ashley came
from lvan, leading me to subconsciously believe that Rowan was forcing her. It was tru
ly outrageous.

Thad been deceived by Ashley for two lifetimes, and | couldn’t understand why Rowan h
ad never clarified it to me. Ashley’s exceptional skill in manipulation truly opened my ey
es.

| pursed my lips and asked, “I're curious about what kind of person Ashley is. Do you t
hink she was truly forced into submission by Bowen? Did she know both Rowan’s and
my Identity from the start?”

That was truly terrifying, sending chills down my spine. After | was reincarnated, | went t
o the cale to colle

Did she already recognize me? And when she saw me and Rowan at the conference, s
he must have been pretending not to notice our relationship.

Later, when she and | were in the car on our way to have dinner with Benjamin, she sen
t a test message to Rowan, When she received Rowan’s reply while we were at dinner,
she

| Chapter 139 She té the Hunter

seemed to deliberately display discomfort and anxiety.

Was it meant for me to notice? She was truly something

lvan replied calmly, “I'm not sure, but she’s definitely not a simple person. At first, | didn’

t really care about these matters. But after hearing you all about her, | deliberately starte
d observing her. She’s good at acting,”



1 unwittingly changed van’s perception of Ashley. Otherwise, she might have remained
a fragile and innocent woman in his eyes. With a striking resemblance to Sophie, she eff
ortlessly captivated two outstanding men.

She purposely made Ivan feel sympathetic toward her and fell in love with her, probably
to strengthen her relationship with Rowan Competition colding tumeuse pressure to
men, | was truly impressed. If | had hall of Ashley’s strategic thinking, | wouldn’t have fai
led to win over Rowan’s heart in those ten years.

| didn’t want to say anything else and didn’t feel like eating either. | stood up and smiled
bitterly, “There’s no denying the outshone me. Alright, I'm heading bacit now.”

I'll go with
you.” lvan stood up as well.
“You’re coming with me?” Tasked, bewildered.

“Yeah. | didn’t drive here. Can you please drive me back first, it's not too much trouble?
lwan asked politely.
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“Alright. Let’s go.” It was my initiative to meet han, so it made sense for me to the himbe
ck

vanlived in adormitory apartment
arranged by the hospital was not very far from where | rented, but it still took me half an
hour to drive there.

He was ammet few words, and we didn’t communicate much daring our joumep. | was f
eeling somewhat down, so | chose to remain silent.

When we reached the first four of the apartment, instead of going opstairs right away, h
an asked me, “vory, if Rowan and Ashley’s relationship is not what you think, what wou
Id you do? Would you consider reconciling with Bower

This question was quite similar to what Roman had asked, and my answer remains unc
hanged. No. There are too many painful memories. Bring with him will only deepen my

pain.”

Ilvan smiled. “Yeah, it's mue, But if there are truly many misunderstanding), and you wa
nt to reconcile with him in the end, I'll support you.”



“Will you support me was taken aback.

Didn’t he like me?’ why did he encourage me to return to my former partner?

lvan smiled and

said, “Yes, but before that, I'll contre to pursue you until you're certain of your feelings”

After saying that, he unbuckled his seat belt and got out of the car. Ivan waved to me th
rough the car window. | left feeling somewhat conflicted was still very puzzled even after
reached home. | wondered if ban was so perous

In his past life, he showed no mercy toward Rowan to

be together with Ashley. Their 20 to 30 years of friendship were destroyed. Yet, he sho
wed no signs of giving up. B changed, and wasn’t Ashley. | rahsed to be the cause of su
ch a fisterconflict

But people

1did not sleep well, filled with tangled thoughts and a flood of uncontrollable ideas. Con
sequently, | felt the need to take the next day off, as | singly couldn’t handle it anyk

Charles was exceptionally accommodating Helew that | came here solely for experience
, and had notions of staying for an extended period. Therefore, his primary concern was
my well—

being. He even offered to send me food when he leamed about my leave. However, | de
clined because | didn’t want to take advantage of his kindness

konper..

While being alone at home, opted for simpler meals, In the morning, | papered a bowl o
f oatmeal, boiled two eggs, and drank milk, ensuring the baby in my belly had a well-

balanced diet

After eating. | went to sleep and didn’t feel like moving or going out. Suddenly, | heard m
y phone ringing. Twas half asleep and answered it without checking the caller ID. “Who’
s that what’s up?

“Clarence noticed that you didn’t leave for work this moming. He also didn’t see you retu
rn home after finishing work What's happening? Rowan’s surroundings were a bit noisy
, because he was outdoors, but his voice came through crystal clear

Isuddenly woke up. | glanced at the time on my phone and the sky outside the window.
To my surprise, it was alreadying!



“I'm taking a day off and resting at home today.mine” stop, my vale a little horse from sl
eeping too long. My throat felt inflamed and slightly see.

“Have you not eaten yet?” Rowan asked again
“Hmm. I'll get up and rat later,” | replied calmly before hanging up the phone

My stomach was growing, so had to resist the hunger and get up to prepare something t
o ext. However, when opened the refrigerator, | discovered that there were no Ingredien
ts left.

There was nothing for me to eat. | grabbed an apple and started eating it, then promptly
placed an online order for groceries.

While waited for the groceries to arrive, | received a video call from fan.

, her complexit was fate and rosy, and hat eyes were bright and lively. was obvious that
she was

was clear that she had gained weight. Her face had gone from and to round, b happily
married and living a truly bulfillinglife.

Chester used to be a playboy. After marrying, he underwent a remarkable translation a
nd became very focused on his family. He started working diligently in a company, worki
ng from nine to finery day and then went straight home to be with fran

“beat upchester three times last night, and yet he refused to disclose the detalls about R
owan and Ashley Should confront him again tonight?” Jean said in a tone that valued fri
endship over love.

immediately reassured her, “No, it's not necessary. | don’t care anymore. Please don’t |
et his distress you. You're still pregnant! If Chester reveals everything to you, Rowan wil
| reanly not let him go. We need to give him some space.”

Jean’s discontent persisted as she exclamed, “Damn it! | did it not just for you but for m
yself as well. I'm hous! How could he possibly believe that Ashley was a

saharmless

“‘He mentioned that even

though she has questionable thoughts, she’s not mean at all. His word made me want t
o Kkill him. At worst, my child will lose a foolish father.”” Talmost choked on

the apple. Adar coughing for awhile, exclaimed helplessly, “Don’t react. Chester is your
husband. You should know him well Hemint have been tricked by Ashley’s appearance
Don’t hold him responsible”



Jean was extremely furious. “Damen id Are all men chlimous? Can’t they disanguish bet
ween genuine women and bitches? They’re all cunning and sly when they’re doing bu
siness But when it comes to beches, they’re all bind”

Alter scolding Chester for over ten minutes, Jean suddenly told me, “lvy, forgot to menti
on that I'm pregnant with twins. Haha

| was unterly astonished. “ally? That’s fantastic they are opposite sex wins, you have a
boy and ag

“Yeah, Tabo hope for opposite—
sexwins. But regardless of whether it's a boy or a girl, ribe delighted. How about having

ons?
Then, if you and Bat have a daughter in the future, you can marry her to my son be thei
r mother le law. I'll make sure to stand up for her if the bastard dates to treat your daugh

ter poorly Jean sald whimsically

Unconsciously, Hound me touching my slightly protruding stomach. The bulge was mini
mal, perhaps even smaller than the stomachs of others after ameal

It have a daughter in the future, let her decide whether she wants to get married. What a
re the benefits of marriage anyway?” | asked with a smile.

“Yes, | completely agree. It is up to our child to decide their own marriage.” Jean agree
d.

Chapter 134 Fond Delivery

chanding outside my place. He was

As we were chatting, the doorbell rang | quickly said goodbye to Jean, hang up, and hur
ried to open the door. To my surprise, Rowan was standing holding some packed meals
, and a delightful aroma wasted toward me.

“You don’t have to do this.” | sighed.

“My mom instructed me to take good care of you while I'm here, or else she’ll sever our
mother—son relationship.” Rowan walked straight into the living room and put the food

on the table

He should be extremely busy here. Having invested in the project, he was undoubtedly
committed to handling it personally, ensuring that no resources were wasted. This was



one of Rowan’s remarkable qualities. He exhibited great stability and maturity in his wor
K.

He would undoubtedly fulfill his obligations and excel at them. He had to oversee the wo
rk in his home country remotely while managing the project in person here. It was clear t
hat he had very little time to spare

| scent of tomatoes, my keen sense of smell effortlessly detected the fishyodor.

Just as Rowan opened the food container, the aroma of fish stew watted out. Despite th
e powerful sce Despite my recent ease of morning sickness, | still found the fishysmell u
npleasant.
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Telt, and could feel something ring from my stomach, but | fought hard to hold it back

Noticing that i didn’t go over, Rown called out to me again, “Come and eat. Aren’t you h
ungry?”

Tremained silent as Thurried to the bathroom. Estruggled to suppress the sound, using
the flesh to mask the noise of vomiting. The suffocating feeling overwhelmed me. Upon
lving the bathroom, Hound Rowan waiting for me at the door.

“Are you having some kind of obsession? Why are you following me to the bathroom?” |
felt quite flustered, so intentionally reprimanded him Rowan’s expression humed somb
er as he coldly responded, “You go ahead and I’'m heading home.”

loudly

Leagerly awaited his departure, opting to main silent. As soon as he wanished from my
sight, | promptly disposed of the fish stew. The remaining dishes perfectly suited pallate,
so 1finished them instantly. After that, | cleaned up and went downstaus to discard the
garbage

“Hand—

made cookie! He must foolery touched. Suddenly, a voice sounded. As | turned around,
| saw Ashley and Joy walking toward me, a inam. Ashley was also holding a beautiful co
ntainer in her hand that seemed to be filled with snacks.

Joy was praising Ashley. However, they stepped talking when they spotted me. Ashley
appeared geminely

shocked, it was as if she never expected to run into me here, especially considering that
Rowan now lived here too.
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| gazed at the two of them stoically and stepped into the elevator. After a moment’s hesi
tation, Ashley followed suit. Joy rolled her eyes at me, while Ashley played comple expr
ession. It seemed like Rowan world have some explaining to do later.

How unlucky why does she live here too?” Joy couldn’t contain herself and began to gr
umble.

Ashley glanced at me, her thoughts unreadable.

Ashley’s face it up with a captivating mix of shock and awe as the elevator arrived at my
floor. She appeared bewildered, ping at me blankly as | opened the door, stepped insid
e and closed it.

Joy sputtered, “Fuck Why is she living opposite Charmer’s

| closed the door, shutting out her words. As for whether Ashley and Rowan would argu
e afterward, | couldn’t be bothered.

What | didn’t expect was to receive a message from Ashley after some time, Ivory, are y
ou available to chat?”

| did not reply and directly blockader. Ten minutes later, the doorbell rang. As | peered t
hrough the peephole, | was surprised to see Jaileystanding there couldn’t comprehend
how she dared to show up at my door.

Where was Rowan? Did he leave right after delivering food to me?

As | opened the door, Ashley ganod at me with a complex expression and asked, “hory,
do you really hate me so much now?

“Come in and close the door,” instructed in differently, returning to the living room and si
tting doum.

Ashley closed the door silently and took a seat

across from me. Adler a few moments of profound silence, Ashley’s composure faltered
and she was the first to break the peace.” hey, can you please stay away from Rowan
moving forward?”

was surprised. “Why?”

“Are you diced I'm with him now, but | sense that he still has feelings for you that he sho
uldn’t. It's unfair to me,” Ashley said, biting her lower lip, appearing very innocent.



| looked at her nonchalantly and replied, “How is it unfair?er said these things to you wh
en you were a mistress. Nour that you’re ready to be with
him, you bring it up instead Don’t you think it's disgusting?”

Ashley’s face turned pale. “lvory, not a mistress only started seeing Mr. Payne after you
were disceced!”

| confronted her directly, “Rowan told me you two weren’t together at all You don’t nee
d to pretend in front of me. | already know that you were the one who reached out to Ro
wan first, Ashley

“You were sting in the car with me on our way to dinner with Benjamin, and yet you wer
e secretly sending messages to a red man. Do you have any shame lett?”

Ashley was startled and filled with disbeled at my words. She inquired andously, “Did Be
njamin tell you about this?

1 was also quite shocked. Was she saying that Benjamin knew about all of this?
“What do you think?” | was being intentionally ambiguous.

Ashley was feeling quite Instrated. “He’s
despicable! He promised not to tell anyone about this!”

| just recalled that Benjamin had read Ashley and nowan’s messages, so he must have
been aware of it at the time. Benjamin truly went above and beyond for Ashley, and he
never revealed it. Otherwise, Ashley’s reputation would be even worse.

1. “I wasn’t him. No one informed me

Inaturally wouldn’t tell her that Chester was the one, yet | also wanted to ensure Benjam
in wasn’t understood. Therefore, | explained, ” about this covered it on my own.

“Did you snoop through Mr. Payne’s phone? Ashley asked again.

Lancered “Don’t stress over how | found out. I'm aware of almost everything you've don
e, so don’t pretend in front of me anymore. You should be grateful that I'm willing to sep
arate from Rowan. It’s best for you to keep your distance from me and avoid causing pr
oblems for yourselt. Also, | have some evidence Rowan will likely leave youence he see
S

It was clear that Ashley was intimidated by me. She was determined not to lose Rowan.
She probably didn’t expect me to know so much. After moment of silmes, she stood up
and tried to leave

“When did you find out about Rowan’s and my identity?” inquired.



Ashley stopped and turned to look at me. The smile on her lace seened forced. “Ivory, |
reached out to Mr. Payne first because | found out he had requested my contact Infoma
tion

‘I wanted to question him about it.

ever met him

belace, and | didn’t know who you were. Anyway, the other mer to attend to. Goodbye.”
She left quirkly after speaking, but i didn’t believe her. | wanted to find a way to check fo
r myself. Then Inmoved Benjamin from the blacklist and planned to ask him i anything
Chapter 135 Stop Pretending

Before texting him, | took a look at his Instagram. There had been no recent updates fo
r a while. The most recent post was from the day he and 1 climbed Emerald Mountain, c
onsisting of several photos.

of me holding Biscuit, although my face was not visible

| also noticed that he had changed his Whatsapp profile picture to a photo of me ho

I

was overwhelmed by gut, as if | had caused him harm. | felt too ashamed to approach
him with more questions. | blocked him when nothing happened, and unblocked him wh

en something did happen. It seemed unjust to treat him in such a manner.

Maybe | could consider other options. | sighed and decided to block Benjamin once agai
n.

Just as | was about to block Benjamin, he texted, “lvory, have you finally unblocked me?

| was speechless

Benjamin continued testing, “Why d

ay did you block me? Did | do something wrong?”

Treplied, “No, Benjamin. You did nothing wrong. | accidentally blocked you I'm sorry.”

Benjamin asked, “Are you free for a video call now? | want to see you. Dr. York said you
went abroad. Are you abroad now?” went
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chapter 136 Battle of Buffalo Wings

kinitiated a video call, and Benjamin promptly answered. It had only been a few months
since we last saw each other, yet the carefree boy had transformed into amature young
man. He sported a cow—cut halestyle and was dressed in a slightly may grire jacket.

He sheepishly touched his hair and said, “hvory, | just got back from work and my clothe
s are a bit dicty. I’'m currently inteming at a construction site, living and eating with a gro
up of rugged guys. So please excuse the mess

| promptly replied, “Why should | mind? You look quite handsome in your crow cut, clea
n and neat

Benjamin said cheerfully, “I also think it's great Having long hair can be quite inconvenie
nt

when it comes to work. When | first arrived there, everyone commented on my trendy w
hile and was dazzled by my appearance.”

nes back home, and | plan to

Touldn’t help but chuckle at his words. While we were talking, he inquired, “hey, when
are you coming back? I've transfered a portion of my earnings

tomaside to take you out for a meal or buy you a small gift Bot I’'m not able to afford anyt
hing too expensive at the moment:*”

“Ne, you should save your money for yourself. You can use it to support your family or s
o it for your future wedding. In summary, it's important to be mindful of your spending ch
oices.” could’t help but feel both moved and slightly guy

“‘Don’t worry are some of my sublay every month. It’s just that the internship salary isn’t
veryhigh,” replied Benjamin.

“Which company are you working for asked

“Samderd estate company. Currently, I'm working on construction sites, and | plan to gr
adually advance in the future,” Benjamin replied confidently.

He was consistente optimistic and brimming with hope for what lay ahead. | truly admire
d his mentality. If | were to return soon, the only possible time would be during All Soul
s‘ Day, which was fast approaching

Hence, | promised Benjamin that we would have a meal together after my retum. | was r
eally eager to meet him in person and learn more about Ashley’s Issue

Benjamin was bursting with jos, exclaiming, forest! be waiting for you!”



“Alright, see you in two days.” replied gently

After ending the

call, | decided to go out to get some fresh air. | had slept too long during the day, and n
ow | couldn’t sleep. It seemed that enemies als crossed paths. When | went downstairs,
| bumped into Ashley and Joy again.

Their faces stantly showed signs of displease upon seeing me Joy was sharp tongued a
nd vicious. It was as if her words flowed uncontrollably, spreading negativity, “Ash, if we
had that St. Payne wasn’t here, we wouldn’t have come. It's so unlucky that we comter
ed her twice. How terribly unlock!”

Ashley came a frig glare. We had already made our posts clear moments ago, so her pr
etense was unnecessary. Her gaze and expressions finally revealed the hostility of

| approached the pale with subtle smile and asked, “y, isn’t? Do you know that continuin
g to speak nonsense can actually harm Ash?”

“What did you say Joy asked arrogantly.

Ashley’s expression changed as she realized what | meant She didn’t know what | had
against her, so she had to be careful. She quickly stopped Joy and said, “Joy, stop talki
ng!” Her tone was authoritative, with a much of tritation, pop

clearly had much more to tell me, but after Ashley’s statement, she held it back and just
stared at me

| was pleased and commented, “Good job. You know your place!

Abbey and joy seemed angry, but they didn’t done to say anything

At that moment, the elevator doors opened, and Clarence exited. “Ashley, Joy, let’s go!

When he saw me, he was stunned. “Ms. Sadler, why are you? |

Then he locked back and forth between Ashley and me, feeling awkward

The presence of a friend’s ex—

wife andearrent wife in the same place made the situation even more comfortable. 1t wa
S

was as it all the key players had assembled under one roof.

Ashley maintained a calm facade. “Clarence, let’s go. Mr. Payne is still waiting for? |

“Alright!” Clarence glanced at me once more. Then, the three of them left together Ent



| followed slowly and drove away once | reached mycar. If Ashley had understood the si
tuation better and refrained from disturbing me, | might have considered stepping back
. and allowing her and Rowan to carry on with their relationship.

However, if the continued to bother me like this, | might feel compelled to share the insi
de information learned today online, along with some past recordings. It could significa
ntlydamage her reputation

By that time, the Payne family would never accept a disgraced Cinderela

| drove through the city streets as the night brought prosperity to lie. The gentle warmth
of the wind against my face was incredibly soothing

Upon arriving at the food market, | parked my car and instantly found myself sumounde
d by aromas watting from the various food stalls. The food aromas stimulated my appeti
te

Without hesitation, | started eating. | was down to anything savory, aromatic, and swee
t recept for seafood. | was even craving for something sour and spicy

After indulging myself, | finallycame across a buffalo wings stall. This small stall was po
puler, with only one serving remaining. | couldn’t resist and blurted out, “Sir, may have

“Sir, | want the last serving of buttals wings!” Joy exclaimed loudly and provocatively
Itumed and noticed Ashley, Rowan, van, and clarence standing behind joy. When Rowa
n saw me, he looked slightly surprised. Maybe he was wondering why I was sill hungry
The dinner be delivered to me was enough for WD.

“But this lady ordered it first” The owner hooked at me and spoke up for me kindly.

“She hasn’t finished her words yet, has she joy asked unhapply.

Sir, can you pack this firm

spokesatly to the bass, ignoring the group of people.

Joysdenly tumed to Rowan and asked, “Mr. Payne, Ash really wants to eat buttalo wing
s. The buffalo wings here are the best There’s only one serving left. Why don’t you buyi

Crupter 126 Battle of Buffalo Wings

for her?



1 was baffled. How did Joy find the courage to talk to Rowan like that? Maybe she thou
ght her best friend had started a relationship with a wealthy man, thus elevating her soci
al standing. It was really frustrating dealing with people who lack sel~awareness.

| glanced at Rowan and noticed Ashley doing

the same with a glint of anticipation in her eyes. Although she was scheming, she still h
ad a hint of naivety due to her upbringing. For example, she now pinned her hopes on
grabbing a serving of buffalo wings to test Rowan’s feelings for her.

Yet, looking back, | was once naive too. | desperately sought evidence to convince mys
elf that | was special to Rowan

Rowan stood completely still, his gaze fixed on me, lvan’s expression revealed a hint of
concern, perhaps wondering if there was an issue with my physical well-

being. After all, he had caught me overeating several times.

Ashley’s eyes gradually filled with disappointment and a hint of reluctance. At that mom

ent, Clarence stepped in to smooth things over. “Let’s find somewhere else to eat. Joy,
you were the one who insisted on coming here. You must know where the best food is.

The buffalo wings stall owner had already packed the buffalo wings for me. | walked up t
o Ashley and placed them directly into her hand. She looked at me in surprise.
Chapter 117 Too Many Coincidences

“I wat hill, but as | encountered a star dig on the road, | decided to by somebuttalo wings
for it. Since to crave it so much, I'll trout you,” Ild sarcastically.

Ashley’s are was already flushed, her eyes teary, and she couldn’t help but bitches lips
Why did she love bring her lips so mich?

“ver!“Rowan called out to me. His voice led with dent displeasure at my rather disagreea
ble remark

Joy shouted, “Who do you think you are to call shadog?”
| burst into how. “Dida say that? You’ve cedibly clever

After expressing me thoughts, | named and left. | vetused to let anyone daupen my goo
d mood for eating

| recalled the doctor’s advice about how a mother’s stable mood during
pregnancy could positterly influence her child’s personality post—
birth. Once finished may meal and drink, theaded home to show and sleep.



Before going to bed,eceived a message from “Do you still like having burtalo wings? bri
ng them over to you”

He was culy kind. | replied, “No, I'm good Fill Thank you!”

Ivan did not reply, so peacefully fell asleep The bollowing day, | went to work as usual.
All Souls Day was approaching, and the company had already announced a holiday, C
harles was a religious person who hold all Souls* Day in high regard. Thus, all employer
s of the company were granted a three—daybreak

Uncle Ahrin had also planned as to the cemeteries this year, so | tumed with him. The d
ay before the holiday, 1 packed my luggage and went to the airport with Uncle Alvin afte
r work to travel back home overnight

After several hours

of flying, Llanded safely. Before heading home, | contacted Lee, who now worked as ad
e her for my dad. When he found out was returning home, he readily agreed to pick me
up at the airport in the middle of the night.

Lee was waiting for us outside

the airport, When he saw Uncle Akin and me, he greeted as warmly and promptly appro
ached to assist us with our luggage “Mrs. Payne.”

“Call me Ms. Sadler from now on,”

“Isaid with a smile.

Lee was the driver we hired after Rowan and 1 got married. He always addressed me a
s “Mrs. Payne“. Now that Rowan and | were divorced, there was no longer any need for
him to use that title when referring to me

Lee nodded. “Alright, Ms. Sadler”

Then he politely grated Uncle Alvin, “Hello, Mr.Sadler”

“Thank you“Uncle Alvin replied gently.

“My pleasure,” Lee said, putting our pap away and driving us home.

It incredibly comforting to be back in the familiar surroundings of my home. My parents
were still awake, eagerly awaiting my return along with Uncle Alvin.

| stepped forward and hugged my mother. “Mom, | miss you and Dad so much.”



sty mom patted my shoulder and said, “We mas you too. Have you and Alvin had dinne
r yet? I'll you some foed.”

“I've eaten. Don’t worry about it. We had our meal on the plane,” | replied

My dad and Uncle Ahan were chatting The atmosphere in the family was filled with har
mony. After a while, we wood to our rooms to sleep.

It was early in the morning, and 1 was exhausted. | slept until noon, and Mom didn’t wak
e me up for breakfast. | got up and ate lunch directly,

“Is Rowan back?” Mom asked during the meal
‘I don’t know,” leplied, shaking my head. | didn’t ask him at all.

Dad was serious.“by, you shouldn’t hang out with him anymore. He arranged for
Ashley to study abroad and even went with her. Don’t be foolsh.”

“‘Don’t worry, Dad. I'm not a masochist,” Implied.

“That’s good. Don’t underestimate yourself. Many people care about
you.” Dad nodded in reliet.

twas All Souls Day the following day. My grandparents passed away many years ago, a
nd their graves were in a cemetery in Ahon City. Each year, we visited the cemetery to

pay
our respects to them.

Mom was preparing for All Souls’ Day when Jean called me, “Ivy, you're back home? Le
t's hang out!”

“Where do you want to go?” asked, feeling lazy as 1 lounged on the couch

Jean excitedly suggested, “Let’s go out for a meal PU invite Nat and Lives well. 'Eask
Chester to treat us After all, he hasn'’t treated you to a meal yet.”

| thought having a meal would be fine, but | made it clear to Jean in advance, “Alright. L
et’s have a cousted whole bamb

“Sore. Feel free to eat as much as you like I'll ask him
to find the very best one!” Jean eagerly replied.

After ending the phone call, Jean immediately tagged Natalie and obvia in the group ch
a. When they learned that | had returned to Alben city, they were very excited and agre
ed without hesita



In the evening, jean sent me the address of a farm restaurant. Upon arrival, | was warmi
y welcomed by Jean, Natalie, and Olvia, who were already seated with chister and Jas

per

Jean and the others were thrilled to see me and hugged me warmly, Eating me like a q

ueen, Chester and jasper seemed uncomfortable, likely due to our past unfriendly relati

onship

We roasted a whole lamb outdoors over acharcoal fire, ghing it a great atmosphere. We
put a sbaughtered lamb on the rack, seasoned it, and then roasted it

Halfway through the roasting, Jean looked behind me in disbelief. Then, a lack of disgus
t spread across her face. “Am Thallocinating? Is Ashley back too?”

Erned around, and there they were; Ashley and Rowan just a few days ago, we were ar
guing over buffalo wings at the food market. And now, was she coming here to fight ov
er

Trouldn’t help but wonder if things we truly just a coincidence. It was bewildering how th
ey seed to appear wherever went
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Rowan, are you guys back home? Chester greeted them excitedly.

Rowan gazed at me intently, and | averted my eyes to focus on the roasted whole lamb,

Upon seeing them, Jean rolled her eyes.

Ashley replied on behalf of Rowan, “Yeah, we both came back for All Souls” Day | saw
on your Instagram story that you were eating roasted whole lamb, so | couldn’t resist jo
ining in | didn’t know Ivory was here either.!

Chester looked at me guiltly. He tagged our location when he posted his Instagram stor
y, and it caused a lot of trouble for me.

“‘Rowan, are you broke? Can’t!

‘t you even afford a roasted whole Lamb? Why does she come and take advantage of u
s? Jean’s temper grew even more volatile after she was pregnant.



Rowan probably didn’t expect to meet us here. He glanced at Ashley and replied gloomi
ly, “I'll pay the bill later.”

“lt!S
not about settling the bill I do not welcome you and Ashley, Jean emphasized loudly, giv
ing Ashley an unwelcoming glare.

Ashley’s expression changed immediately. She looked at Rowan pitifully, then at Chest
er and Jasper, she apologized softly, “I'm sorry, Jean. | have no idea lvory is here...”

“Jean, I'm going to the bathroom.” | stood up, dusting off the grass clippings from my pa
nts, Without even glancing at Rowan and Ashley, | headed directly to the bathroom.

| felt like someone was watching me, but | didn’t turn around. When | exited the bathroo
m and was about to wash my hands, | saw Rowan’s reflection in the mirror. He looked a
t me with a slight frown and said, “l didn’t know you were here. Otherwise, | wouldn’t all
ow her to come over.

H

| washed my hands and replied casually, “Does it really matter?1 don’t understand why
your girlfriend is so insecure. She always tries to show off in front of me and make sure
1 notice her. Do you think it’s just a coincidence that | keep bumping into her?”
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Chapter 138 Unspeakable Struggle

Rowan was not foolish. In fact, he was Intelligent. However, he repeatedly failed to see t
he truth about Ashley,

The only explanation that made sense to me was that he was pretending to be ignorant.
He had asked for time to handle Ashley’s situation previously, but he persistently acted
oblivious. | was relieved that | didn’t trust him

There are things | know that you don'’t,” said Rowan with a gloomy expression, as if ther
e was an unsolvable problem troching him.

1 suddenly raised my voice and exclaimed, “Just tell me! If you do, maybe we can clear
up all the misunderstandings.”

Howan’s Lips parted, as if on the verge of speaking, but ultimately choosing to remain si
lent

1 smeered. “Rowan, is this your plan to deal with Achley? You met her at the conferenc
e, and she was the one who reached out to you first. You never mentioned it to me, and



no eneelse knows about it. Are you trying to protect her by taking the blame for seducti
on?

ladded, “Even though | munderstood your actions, beleving that you were attracted to h
er and that you forced her into the

breakup, that your love for her consumed you to the point of losing control, it seemed as
if you were determined to do whatever it

took. Then why did you pester me after we divorced? What are you thinking? Are you tr
uly the person Lonce knew?

| wondered if | could be reincamated Why couldn’t Rowan be possessed by someone el
se’s soul? Maybe he wasn’t really Rowan but possessed by someone else’s soul.

Rowan clenched his teeth, and | saw his jaw tighten. He seemed very upset. | was feeli
ng the same. Chad to endure seeing Ashley’s pretentiousness while eating a whole roa
sted

As | was getting ready to leave after | wiped my hands, Ashley came over. She looked a
t Rowan and then at me with a complicated expression.

hery, what happened today has nothing to do with Mr. Payne We’re here because of my

Ichose to stay silent and not engage in Ashley’s unnecessary drama
” Ashley misunderstood and thought i was blaming Rowan for this.

“Ashley went to the bathroom too. Did she go to look for you? Jean asked in a red tone
after 1 came back.

‘I don’t know left when | saw her, Tanswered casually.

At that moment, Chester approached and offered a heartfelt apology, “lvory, I'm truly so
rry | shouldn’t have posted that on my Instagram story”

| glanced at Chester and suddenly remembered what Jean had sad. So, 1 inquired, “Ch
ester and Jasper, what are your thoughts on Ashley?”

The two changed glances, user of how to respond. If Chester said something incorrectly
, Jean would probably roast him stead of the lamb

In the end, Jasper commented, “She is simply a young lady who was blinded by love. S
he’s tolly very loving, cheerful, and enthusiastic toward everyone.”

As soon as he finished speaking, Jean lunged at Jasper, aiming to hit him. However, Ja
sper immediately dodged ber attack.



Chester was utterly shocked. He quickly embraced jean and exclaimed, “Baby! Stay cal
m. Let’s be cautious for the sake of our child”

Then, he scolded Jasper, “What on earth are you talking about? How dare you upset je
an and my kid

With her pregnant badly, Jean pointed at Jasper
and said furiously, “Jasper, you're lucky that the law exists!”

Jasper used to be quite afraid of Jean, hasing witnessed her brutality. Hence, he was so
mewhat packed at that moment.

“That’s right jean has sharp eyes. Ashley is indeed very scheming.” Chester and to soot
he Jean’s emotions.

Coincidentally, Ashley had just returned. Upon hearing his words, her expression turned
sumber. Chunter turned and saw Ashley in tears. He panicked and did not dare to cont
inue.

‘I know | shouldn’t have come today.” Ashley wiped away herteers, then turned and wal
ked away quickly.

hester signaled with his eyes to Rowan, who returned later. When Jean discovered this,
she slapped Chester on the head, and he quickly became submissive Rowan didn’t qu
estion why and directly pursued Ashley

‘Rowan’s love for Achley is truly genuine!” Natalie said, with a touch of both sarcasm
and admiration.

“Exactly. If that’s the case, why pester lvy again?” Olivasid, visibly intraed

“Scumbag! Bah!” jean cured.

Chester couldn’t

bear to hear his good friend being scolded. He couldn’t help but it rupt them, “Don’t say t

hat. Dewan has his own struggle.”

Since couldn’t obtain any specific information from Rowan, | decided to ask Chester, “oh
, what’s his issue? Why don’t you tell me?

When asked about the details, Chester fell silent, Jasper swiftly changed the subject. “L
et’s dig into the lamb. | think it's almost ready, and it smells absolutely delicious!”

He then grabbed aknite and skilly sliced the lamb, placing it onto plates and serving eac
h of us a generous portion



The issue was brushed aside, and no one pursued it fether. In the end, | was still unre o
f Rowan’s problems.

The lamb was delicious. A few of usate and chatted until midnight, and then we all went
home.

Early in the morning on All Souls Day, Mom woke me up. Then, my whole family, includi
ng Uncle Ahin, drove to the cemetery.

This was the only cemetery in Alton City,
sated on the outskirts Rowan’s grandparents were buried there, so it wasn’t surprising f
or me to meet the Paynes.

Four en wisked the Payne family grave, including Rowan, his father, his uncle, and his
cousin. Parla was not there as she visited her parents’ graves every All Souls‘ Day.

Gege and my dad used to greet each other happily but no longer talked when they met.
My dad took us away after seeing them

When we met again after we finished and were about to leave, lowas was the first to ad
dress my parents, saying,
“‘Samuel and Hilary, it’s been such a long time since we last sm wach other”

Ted snorted and ignored him while my mom mustered an award smile and instantly pull
ed me into the car. Outside the car window, Rowan’s family appeared somewhat

embarrassed

Thad www driving the car, complaining, “How dare he come and say hello to us? He sh
ould consider himself lucky that i didn’t beat him up!”

Mom responded, “Torget it. As long as by and Roman stay
clear of each other in the future, everything will be fine. He just greeted us out of courte
sy, so let’s not dwell on it.”

*py, you must not be soft—
hearted anymore. Remember this!” Dad was particularly worried about it

Chapter 138speakable Struggle

| never even dared to imagine their reaction if they were to find out about my pregnancy.
| wondered if they would force me to ha

have an abortion.



As long as the child was present, Rowan and | would never
be able to fully sever our connection. His familial bond with the child was unalterable.

| replied, “I know, Dad.”

Even if | said so, | gradually understood the challenges that my child and | would encou

nter. It was highly probable that we would not receive a warm or loving reception but ins
tead face opposition. Although | didn’t plan to remarry in the future, | still wanted to have
a child. It was one of my wishes
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Chapter 139 Accused of Being a Murderer

Being a M

Jen called in with the latest update when | got home

Ashley was in the hospital!

As for why she was hospitalized, it won'’t clear yet.

“Is Rowan with her at the hospitat?” Tasked

“Yeah. He's the one who took

Ashley there.” Then, Jean speculated, “How could someone so young suddenly end up i

n the hospital she pregnant?

| was taken aback. It felt like my own secret had been exposed. Rowan had told me the
y had never slept together, so Ashley couldn’t be pregnant.

‘I don’t know. Let’s leave them be,” replied
Jean agreed. “Yeah, forget about them. I’'m going to stay tabulously sing?”

After hanging up, | felt distracted, and an ansios feeling crept through me. | had a forebo
ding sense of unease, bitcouldn’t tell why.

| would be flying to Stomland with my uncle tomorrow afternoon. | hoped nothing else ch
aotle would happen.

That night, Benjamin texted me.

“Ivory, I’'m coming home to visit the graves got the ticket for this afternoon. How about in
ch together tomorrow?”



“Sure Have a safe journey,” | replied

Thenext day, | met Benjamin at noon. He had yet to return things to his rented place an
d was carrying a bag.

He seemed abit awkward at first but loosened op after we chatted for a bit. We found a
place in a mall to eat, and Benjamin gradually became more talkative. He even asked m
e about things abroad.

*Benjamin, did you know Ashley also went to study in Stormland 1 suddenly asked.

Benjamin paused, then nodded. “I heard from a friend, but | don’t know the details. Thar
dly keep in touch with her.”

the other way around. Did
“Yeah, Rowan funded it, took a sip of water and continued,
“theard something Interesting. Initially, it wasn’t Rowan who contacted Ashley first, but

th you know about that?!

Upon hearing this, Benjamin’s expression changed slightly. His eyes betrayed a hint of
guilt, but he stayed silent.

| wasn’t blaming him. In a way, he was quite loyal and honorable Despite their breakup,
he didn’t slander ber.

he wasn’t this way.

v, he could have spilled everything he knew to the media during the time Ashley was b
eing cyberbullied. That would definitely have made things much worse

for her.
Benjamin didn’t do that. H
He wasn’t the type to kick someone when they were down.

“‘Benjamin?” teasually repeated my question, “Did you hear what | said earlier? Did you
know Ashley initiated contact with awan?

Finally, Benjamin looked at me again. He was clearly conflicted
| stared back, my pse sharpening-

Eventually, he nodded. “Yeah, new.”



Benjamin had sent Ashley’s messages to Rowan. He was devastated when he found ou
t that his beloved girlfriend had actually in tuned contact with a married man!

Also, Ashley Rowan was married. Yet, she asked for his contact information from some
one else.

It was ablatant signofiring

Benjamin knew Ashley had many admirers, and he had always been aware of it. He had
always been able to control his feelings about it.

it was only when Rowan appeared that Benjamin’s defenses were shattere
However, Benjamin still kept Ashley’s secret and didn’t say anything.

“Tasked her why she reached out to Rowan first Didn’t she realize what the guy wanted
?”

Benjamin seemed

more at peace when he brought this up, but there was still a trace of contusion in his ey
es. “She said she was following her heart and liked him.”

That left me speechless.

So it wasn’'t Rowan who fill for Ashley at first sight, but the other way around?

This conversation puzzled me a lot but abo clarified one thing

It was Ashley who started this whole love story.

Even if she hadn’t made the first move, Rowan had already gotten her number and wou
Id have contacted her eventually. But

the fact that she took the initiative made a big difference

It was like seeing a little bunny chased by a big bad wolf saddenly reveal its dos tail.

As we were about to part win and stood by the road. | could bill be was string glances at
me from time to time.

ivory, are you leaving for Storland this afternoon?” he asked.
“Yes” | nodded.

He looked a bit reluctant and sad, but he faced a smile and sad, wish you a safe and sm
ooth journey.”



Tuled back. Suddenly, he opened his arms and hugged me tightly, quickly saying “miss
you!”

Then help, grabbed his bag, and ran towards a bus stop without looking back.

| was still in shock when Benjamin got on abus. He sat by the window, looking back at
me until the bus disappeared from view. Lepened my mouth to say something, but ther
e
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Benjamin really was a sweet college kid. | hoped he could keep his pure and simple nat
ure even after he graduated and entered the real world. Though, that was probably goi
ng to be tough.

What | didn’t expect was that my meeting

ecting with Be

Benjamin would later cause a bit of a storm.

Late that night, my uncle and | rehamed safely to Storland, Charles came to pick us up.
He dropped me off at my place first before driving my uncle home.

As | unlocked my door, | glanced across the hall. Rowan wasn’t here yet. Given that
Ashley was in such a bad state she needed hospitalization, he must be with her.

| didn’t think too much about it. After freshening up, | went straight to bed.
The next morning at work, | learned about Ashley’s situation from a furious Linds

“Ivory, you’re so cruel!” Linda pointed a finger at me, her eyes bloodshot with anger. “If
anything happens to Ashley, you’ll go to he

“What's this about? What happened to her?” | frowned, confused by her outburst.

“‘Don’t you know she has a heart condition? You kept agitating her, and now she’s in the
ICU, fighting for her life! Don’t you feel responsible? Linda yelled.

Our colleagues exchanged uneasy glances, unsure how to intervene.
Ashley had a heart condition? That was news to me!

“What kind of heart condition? Tell me,” | asked calmly,



“she.” Linda seemed to remember something and hesitated for a few seconds. Then, s
he continued, “She has a severe congenital heart defect and can’t handle stress. You k
ept agitating her, so you’re basically a murderer!”

| kept my expression neutral. “| never knew she had a heart condition, and | never went
out of my way to upset her. If you want to blame someone, blame her for always trying t
o make herself the center of attention around me.”

Linda was furious and screamed, “lvory, are you even human? How can you be
so ruthless? You're so croel!”

Ignoring her, | picked up my phone and sent a message to Benjamin. “Does Ashley hav
e a heart condition?”

Benjamin replied quickly, “It's a minor issue. She takes medication and can’t do strenuo
us activities, but she was fine when we were together.”

So, a minor heart condition. Nothing that should land her in the ICU.
| didn’t respond to Benjamin and went back to work

But Linda wouldn'’t let it go. She suddenly grabbed my arm and shoved me with unexpe
cted force.

She’s a bit heavier than me and stronger too. If Charles hadn’t shown up just then and p
ulled me behind him, she might have knocked me over.

“Linda!” Charles called out sharply, his tone full of warning. “We’re at work. What do you
think you're doing?”

Linda glared at me, “Mr. Sadler, your cousin caused Ashley to have a heart attack! Doe
sn’t she need to take responsibility?”

Charles seemed surprised by Linda’s closeness to Ashley. He glanced at me, then said
coldly, “Wasn’t it Ashley who first caused tvory’s divorce?”

Linda’s chest heaved, clearly struggling to accept what Charles said about Ashley. Sudd
enly, she tore off her work tag.

Given how long she had worked under Charles, it was clear how much she cared about
Ashley to resign in a fit of anger.

But | didn’t understand—was it just because Ashley looked like her deceased sister?

“Go to the Human Resources Department and handle your resignation with them on you
r own.” Charles was also angry and didn’t seem interested in stopping her.



| felt a twinge of guilt. This mess started because of me. If | hadn’t joined the company,
Linda wouldn’t have resigned.

Linda stormed out, and Charles called me into his office
“Charles, I'm sorry,” | said, genuinely apologetic

“Linda was too impulsive in this matter. Physical altercations during
work hours are unacceptable.” Charles sighed. He rubbed his temples, looking weary.

“Is it really necessary for her to resign?” asked

thad to
admit that Linda was good at her job, and losing her would be a setback for the compan

Y.

Churles shook his head. “No. I'll talk to her. Ivory, you need to manage your workplace r
elationships better, okay?”

Chapter 140 Fainting

After leaving Charles’ office with a heavy heart, couldn’t focus all day. As soon as work
ended, Irished home. To my surprise, van was walling downstairs.

“Why are youbere 1 asked in surprise.

“O you how about Ashley’s heartendition?” an asked.

| nodded, “Yes, but don’t know the details”

‘I do. Let’s go upstates and talk,” he replied.

Imediately led on upstairs. As Funlocked my door, the door across the hall openedton,
Cernice stepped out with a

trash bag and paused, clearly surprised to see bean and me together.

“an, you and Ms. Sadler..arence trailed off and hesired.

have something to das with her,” Iwn replied smoothly.

Inodded to Clarence and then brought han inside, closing the door behind us.

Once seated on the sofa, hangot straight to the point. “Ashley is in a hospital where a co
lleague of mine works. He’s a cardiothoracic surgeon and mentioned Ashley’s case to

| listened quietly



“Ashley has acongenital heart condition and needs a transplant it's complicated. Once s
he’s stable, Rowan plans to take her to a hospital in another country, Dalloria. She migh
t have to wait for a human heart transplant or possibly get an artificial heart.”

My mind was blank. The sudden revelation of Ashley’s severe heart condition felt surrea
I

How could this have come up out of cashere?
Could this be Bowen'’s hidden burden?
But no, Ashley’s heart dozas wasn’t lowan’s Lault. He wasn’t responsible for it.

If he was doing this, it just meant he really cared about Ashley and didn’t want anything
bad to happen to her.

Suddenly, a wave of dariness washed across me. My vision blurred, and lvan’s voice s
eemed to come from far away.

“‘Nory? Are you okay?!

Then, Lostconsciousness.

“She’s fourteen weeks pregnant, but it's not going well Her

HCG levels are low, and the fetus is developing slowly. This fainting spell was likely due

to tatigue and emotional stress

Islowly woke to the sound of voices found myself in a pale pink hospital room with an IV
in my hand, dripping slowly.

wn had sent away the doctor and now stood by my bedside. He silently watched me wit
h his strikingly cold and beautiful eyes.

“Nan.“1 spoke, my voice a bit homse
“Yeah,” he responded softly. “You’re pregnant it's Rowan’s, right?”
| was already in the hospital, and there was no way to hide it. So, | nodded.

“Why didn’t you tell him?” There was a hint of emotion on hon’s face. “You’re carrying hi
s child while he’s with another woman. Are you that open—minded?”

1 smiled bitterly. “I found out after the dicece. There was no need to say anything. | wa
nt this child but don’t want to be with Rowan anymore. It doesn’t conflict”



Ilvan grew angry. “If you don’t want to be with him, why keep his child? Have you
thought about what'’s best for yourself or the child? Achillin‘ toy! It's a lide. You'l be a sin

gle

‘I know. I've thought it through. | won'’t regret it.” Though I felt a pang of panke at my sec
ter being exposed, 1 quickly regained my composure.

Tren took out his phone and showed me a photo: “Take a good look”
The picture showed two hands tightly clasped, one with an TV on the back.

The caption was heartwarming, “Mr. Payne, as long as | have you by my side, | have th
e courage to face anything”

There was no need to guess who had posted this.
it www.Ashley.

My heart winged, a dull ache settling in. Perhaps because, at this moment, my child’s fa
ther was tenderly suppecting another woman.

“Her condition has improved today. In a couple of days, she’ll be going to
hospital in Dallots for the transplant surgery.” Ivan pot away his phone and asked, “Are
you sure you Want to face the challenges of pregnancy and childbirth alone?

My hand clenched slowly, and uses pricked my eyes. It all like there
was a heavy stone pressing on my chest, making it hard to breathe had been a long tim
e since | had properly, so instinctively held back the tears.

My voire choked up as | said, “Did you ever think about what would happen i lost this ch
ild? Could I still get pregnant?

lwan frage. There was shock in his eyes, then disbeliel. “What?”
Thad thought about getting an abortion before. The doctors had subtly warned me that,
given my physical condition, it would be very difficult to conceive again if | lost this child

. ' would only get pregnant again if twww.exceptionally lucky

“Thai might be the only child I'll have in my lifetime Tran’t lose her. Took a deep both, un
able to control a ter slipping from the core of my eye

int a moment then, he reached up to wipe are the tears my eyes and sighed deeply.

Emring thats lospital stay, that incheie hut to take more time off work. Thankfully, Charle
s envinced Linda to to the company, so | could avoidber let a while.
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But Charles didn’t understand why | needed to be hospitalized again. After his persiste
nt questioning, | told him about the pregnancy and the threat of miscarrying

“No, this is something you have to tell your parents!” Charles insisted, refusing to keep it
from them. He believed pregnancy was a significant matter, especially when it involved
a child with one’s ex—husband.

“I'll tell them myself, but not now,” | replied immediately.

“Are you sure you’ll do it? Charles asked.

“Yes,” Laffirmed.

He only relented after getting my agreement.

After hanging up, | closed my eyes wearily | was trying to figure out how to broach the s
ubject with my parents. After spending some time in the hospital, my condition stabilized

, and | was discharged.

| couldn’t return to work right away. Charles urged me to rest properly and gave measter
n reminder.

“Ilvory, you must find the right time to tell your family about the pregnancy. If you keep d
elaying, I'll tell them myself.”

“Don’t worry, I'll handle it myself, | replied to Charles.

Once Charles left, | went to my bedroom to lie down and rest. | felt physically and emoti
onally exhausted, even after my hospital stay. But for the sake of the child in my belly,
| couldn’t just lie there—I needed to take care of myself.

Summoning my energy, | went online to order some groceries. | planned to cook simple
and nutritious meals for myself. When the groceries arrived and | went to answer the do
or, | was surprised to findnot a delivery person but Ashley and Joy standing outside.

“Ivory, are these yours?”

Ashley’s face looked pale. After not seeing her for a few days, she seemed to have lost
weight

She gestured towards the bags Joy was holding, who dropped them to the ground with
an annoyed look at ine.



They were indeed my groceries. Perhaps Ashley had encountered the delivery person a
nd brought them up herself. | didn’t need such enthusiasm from her, especially since sh
e was supposed to be in the hospital due to her heart condition.

| picked up the bags and was about to close the door.

“Not even a thank you? What, cat got your tongue?” Joy snapped at me, clearly irritated

“Joy, Ivory just got out of the hospital and isn’t feeling well. Don’t rile her up,” Ashley sai
d. She made it sound as if she was being considerate of my health.

She knew about my hospitalization, but did she low about my pregnancy?

A nervous unease crept into my mind. However, Ashley

quickly dispelled my suspicions with gentle advice. “lvory, you’re alone in a foreign cou
ntry. Don’t put too much pressure on yourself. Overworking yourself can harm your heal
th ”»

“Ashley, you're too kind—
hearted. Does someone like her really deserve your care? Joy muttered under her breat
h.

At that moment, the door opposite opened. Upon seeing Ashley and Joy with me, Clare
nce’s face briefly flashed with surprise and a hint of awkwardness.

“Clarence” joy eagerly greeted him, her face lighting up with joy and her voice suddenly
becoming sweet.

She seemed quite affectionate towards Clarence,

The awkwardness on Clarence’s face faded as he asked, “Why are you here? Ashley, w
eren’t you hospitalized? Why

Ashley blushed shyly, “I'm feeling better. Originally, | was planning to go directly to Dallo
ria for surgery. But the test results showed my condition needs to be stabilized a bit mor
e before | can do that. So, Rowan asked me to come over here with him because his re
cent work focus is here.”

“He just wants you to be with him!” Joy interjected with a grin “You know how it is, it feel
s like an eternity when he doesn’t see you. If you're not by his side, he’ll suffer from love
sickness!”

Joy glanced at me, clearly pleased with herself.



| wasn’t sure what she was
so smug about. | was the one who wanted to divorce, and it wasn'’t like Rowan had gott

en together with her anyway. She was just a little follower

Ashley blushed even more, biting her lip without denying Joy’s words.

Clarence turned to me and asked,

“Ms. Badler, did you just come back today? | heard you were hospitalized. Are you unw
ell?
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