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Chapter 371

Xanthea, now in the clutches of the “wolf,” ate the seafood soup he had cooled
and fed to her, feeling that he was becoming increasingly clingy

“Orion, I've got a question for you”

“What is it?”

“When did you start liking me?”

Onion paused for a moment, gently s

stirring the chowder with the spoon. “What do you think, Xannie?”

If she was without the knowledge of their past lives, she would’ve guessed it was during
the rehearsals, perhaps falling for her through acting as Maximus

But in their past life, where he went to the extremes of grave digging,
killed Matthew and Miranda, and even committed suicide, she had always assumed ther
e was another reason, as they were not that familiar with each other

Yet now, pondering over it, she couldn’t help but wonder if he liked her all along.

Recalling everything in detail, there were signs everywhere: He bought Realm of lllusion
s for her, silently investigated the real culprit behind the explosion incident, jumped into
a lake to save her, and even planted a mountain of irises just for her.

Cultivating a mountain full of irises seemed far—

fetched to her because, although irises thrive in sunlight, they shy away from the heat, r
equiring soil moisture levels to be maintained at 70% to survive. Planting them on an ari
d, hot mountain would demand an immense amount of manpower, resources, and effort
, hot to mention the care for such rare and delicate varieties. If someone could accompli
sh that what couldn’t they do?

“At my coming—of-age party?”
Was it love at first sight, coupled with her heroism, that sparked his affection?

Orion shook his head, leaving Xanthea surprised. “Then it couldn’t have been three year
s ago, right? When | was surrounded by those thugs?”



That seemed unlikely.

She was only 15 at the

time. But then again, it was the prime time for a teenage crush, especially considering hi
S maturity compared to his peers.

“No, it wasn’t

‘Huh?” Xanthea was even more surprised. “Then, when was it?”

Orion’s gaze softened, his eyelashes flickering with a serious light. “If | said it was when
| was five, would you believe me?”

Not a chance!

Xanthea rolled her eyes. “I’'m asking you seriously, and you're joking with me? If that’s tr
ue, then you’re a real weirdo!”

Oh well
Orion chuckled silently to himself. He was, by all accounts, a bit of a weirdo.
Otherwise, he wouldn’t have thought about “disappearing” with her.

A call suddenly came through. It was an international call. Orion glanced at the caller ID
and set down his spoon. “Babe, | need to take this call,”

“Sure.”

He switched to fluent French for a business conversation, and Xanthea listened for a bit
but soon lost interest. Scooping up a spoonful of chowder, she suddenly realized. Wher
e was her phone?!

Last night, in the heat of passion, her phone had rung. She remembered she had promi
sed Director Smith to attend the wrap—

up celebration but hadn’t shown up. Just as she was about to answer the call, Onion sn
atched the phone away and threw it out the door.

The crash it made was louder than any of her screams.

Looking around, she finally spotted her poor, flipped—
over phone stuck at the bottom of the stairs.

It was definitely smashed!

This was the second phone she had lost since being with him!



Orion, still on the call, noticed her reaction. He walked to the bottom of the stairs and pic
ked up the phone.

ked in one comer, but it was still barely usable. Her first instinct

As Xanthea took it from him, she saw that the screen was indeed was to check her mes
sages nervously. Thankfully, her family hadn’t questioned her whereabouts from the nig
ht before, probably assuring she was staying at Sunset Hills Estates.
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But why were there so many notifications on her Twitter?

She had only been gone for just one night. What had happened?

“Congratulations, you’re currently leading the fan vote in the Celestial Cinema Awards.
Why don’t you tweet something to get your fans moving?”
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Her fans were voting for her in the Celestial Cinema Awards? And the vote votes were s
o high. And her—Wait, Isabella tweeted to Support her? What was she up to this time?

Onon hung up his phone, “What’s wrong?”

*Realm of fusions is in the running for the Celestial Cinema Awards this year, and my fa
ns are going all out with their votes. Isabella is also voting. | don’t know what she’s plan

ning—

if she’s scheming again, or feeling guilty and wants to make amends. Hmph! She tricked
me so badly, no matter what | can never forgive her!”

Orion looked at her, her face all scrunched up in anger, “Do you want Starlight Media to
terminate her contract?”

“Terminate the contract? Even if she gets terminated, with her populanty and influence,
a lot of agencies would scramble to sign her.” “No company would dare sign an artist
terminated by Starlight Media.”



That would be like blacklisting her, she’d never appear in the entertainment industry aga
in.

Isabella, having started young and persevered all this time, the only thing she hadn’t imi
tated her was acting. If she got blacklisted... Xanthea paused, blinking. “There’s no nee
d. | bother not to deal with her!”

Orion smiled indulgently, gently nudging her nose, “A tough—talking
softie. Sometimes, being kind to others is being cruel to yourself.” ©
gnoring her is the best way to get back at her!”

I am not! | just think i

Although she always imitated her and had deceived her, which made her
quite annoying, it wasn’t to the point of ruining her career “Really? | think it's not enough

Orion unlocked his phone, and Xanthea hastily grabbed it, only to find he was signing u
p for a Celestial Cinema Awards voting account? “Why are you registering for that?”
“Fans should vote for their goddess, why?”

“Ha, Mr. Lockwood, you're so good at this.”

Today the group had an important contract negotiation with Seraphia’s DMSU Group. C
edric and other senior executives were waiting for the chairman’s instructions when sud
denly, their phones chimed, and they saw the

chaimman had sent a link to vote for the Celestial Goddess?

Cedric “Number 1 is the lady, make sure not to vote for the wrong one.”

“Are you sure don’t want to terminate Isabella’s contract?”

“No need, really.”

“And if she bullies with you again?”

“She wouldn’t dare!”

She had been desperate for those scandalous photos of that despicable couple, so she
was momentarily blinded by Isabella’s lies. Never again would she fall for her tricks!

Xanthea looped her arms around Orion’s neck, smiling seductively. “Maybe
| be the wife of her boss soon; let’s see if she dares to cross me?”

Hearing “the wife of the boss, Orion’s eyes narrowed, and he grabbed her chin to kiss h
er “Not ‘maybe, that should be ‘definitely”



“‘“Mmmph”

“Ring, ring, ring The phone rang suddenly; Xanthea pushing him away, answered, “Orio
n, stop, | need to take this.”

“Go ahead, I'm not distracting you.”
As if he wasn’t a distraction, with him kissing and touching.
“Hello?”

The call went through, and Oliver’s clear voice came through, startling Xanthes into cont
rolling her breaths and speaking solemnly. Uncle!”

“Xan, where are you right now?”

“Im, uh, at Sunset Hills Estates, why?”
“‘Are you?”

1/2

At that moment, Oliver, standing at the door of apartment 3002, had been knocking for a
while with no response. Hearing her guilty tone, he immediately knew where she was

Meanwhile, Oliver, standing at the door of Room 3002, had been knocking for a while wi
th no response. Hearing her guilty tone, he knew exactly where she was.
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Oliver: “Just so happens I’'m at your door. Come and open it for me.”
“What?!” Xanthea panicked. “You're at the door right now?”

“Yeah, am | not welcome?”

“Of course, you’re welcome! It’s just terribly unfortunate timing, | left half an hour ago, so
it might be...”

*Inconvenient, huh?” Oliver understood, “Well, let Orion take the phone then.”



“Sure!”
Xanthea instinctively agreed, then realized what did she just agree to?!

Orion, who had been playfully nipping at her neck, paused slightly, his eyes dazed, and
called out, “Uncle.”

Xanthea glared at him furiously. “T” Who allowed him to call out?

And that deep, husky voice, like someone talking the morning after a night out. This sch
eming fox did it on purpose!

“Orion, | had a hunch it was you.”
“‘Uncle, listen, 1-°

“Alright, Xan, stop lying” Oliver laughed, “Tve watched you grow up. Do you really think |
can’t tell when you're telling the truth or not?”

This was it. She was done forl

He knew she and Orion had spent the night together, breaking over
a hundred rules of the Nightshade family. He was definitely going to scold her!

Xanthea felt like a withered flower, hanging her head low waiting for the scolding, but to
her surprise, Oliver offered her comfort.

“Don’t worry, I've got a tight lip. But when you’re with the Lockwoods, you’ve got to be o
n your best behavior. Listen to Orion, especially in front of the elders. Don’t act spoiled a
nd lose the demeanor of a lady from a respectable family.”

Xanthea: “?”

Not only was Uncle not scolding her, but he was also advising her to be obedient? What
kind of sweet talk had Orion given him to eam such trust?

“Yeah, yeah, I'm very well-behaved. I'll listen to whatever Orion says!”
Hearing this, Orian squinted his eyes and lightly tickled the little liar's waist as punishme
nt. Xanthea nearly burst into laughter, but held his hand and mouthed, “Don’t move, or I

[l bite you!”

Bite him?

?:Taa’xé'i'@gé



He’d welcome it.

“‘Good. By the way, | called to discuss work.” Oliver continued, “Director Smith mentione
d that you and Benjamin didn’t show up at the celebration party last night?”

“‘Benjamin didn’t go either?”

As soon as Xanthea spoke, she felt a sharp nip on her neck. Orion’s teeth pressed agai
nst her skin, as if a wolf was holding a little bunny by the neck, ready to tear at any ment
ion of “Benjamin.”

This jealous man, flipping out at the slightest provocation!

“Yes, you both stood Director Smith up, and he was quite upset. So, I've arranged for yo
u to do a live stream tomorrow to make it up to him.”

“Live stream?”
“At the Glory Building. It's mostly Q&A with fans and some interaction with the host, pro
moting Realm of lllusions. Nothing too stressful. I'll send you the details on the location

and time later.

Xanthea lowered her eyes, looking at the sly fox staring intently at her, “is
the Movie King going? If he’s going. | won’L”

The moment she said that, the sly fox biting her neck instantly let go, instantly turning int
0 a meek lamb, tenderly nuding her
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Xanthea silently rolled her eyes.

“He’s off shooting a movie abroad and probably won'’t have the time, Oh, and Xan, Real
m of lllusions has wrapped up filmning. I've got a stack of scripts here, all of them specif
ically requesting you. There are also some advertising endorsements and magazine cov
ers actively inviting you. Il send them all to you later, and you can choose whichever you
like. | won't interfere!”

1] But”

“Listen, | know you’ve been busy with your love life



Yeah

ely, but you can’t neglect your career. Orion will understand that, right?”

It took Orion a moment to respond, his reluctance clear.

Xanthea bit her lip to suppress a laugh

He didn’t understand at all, he hadn’t been going to the company himselfi

“‘Okay, | gotit.”

“Then | hang up. Have fun with Orion!”

As soon as the call ended, Orion scooped her up in his arms.

Xanthea was startled. “What are you doing?”

“Aren’t you the obedient one, Xannie, always listening to what | say?” Orion’s tongue lig
htly pressed against his palate, and his dark eyes gleamed with mischief, “Right now, I’

m want to...”

“What the hell do you want!” Xanthea clung to the sofa tightly. The first sentence about
being obedient was a lie, the second sentence biting you is what | meant”

“Is that so? Orion’s lips curved up, and his tone sounded full of eager anticipation. Then
go ahead and bite.”

Someone actually wanted to be bitten. Did he have a hidden masochistic side? Wait.
She looked down at him in shock. “What are you doing?!”

you wanted to bite me?”

“Didn’t you say you

“Ah” Xanthea's beautiful eyes widened as she pointed at him, “What are you doing?”

Orion chuckled, a mischievous glint in his eyes as he whispered, “Xannie, biting is a phr
ase”

How could bite be a phrase? It was clearly a word.

Suddenly, it clicked for Xanthea, and her face flushed with embarrassment and anger.
“Orion, you're shameless pervert!”



Orion’s laughter was bright and clear. “Do you want more?”

“Let go of me, you pervert! Someone helps me!”

“No way” Orion tightened his embrace, kissing

her deeply as if relieving a craving, “Now that you're in my arms, don’t even think about
going anywhere”

Xanthea couldn’t shake off the feeling that screaming would be futile.

A servants voice came from outside, “Sir, ma’am, I've brought some fresh fruit from the
orchard.”

“Quick, let go of me!”
Xanthea struggled, and Orion finally set her down.
“Ding”

Her phone buzzed with an email. It was from the research institute, and Xanthea froze a
s she read it.

‘StarTech Explorers invites y
you to participate in the annual team selection exam. The time. Is..”

StarTech Explorers was a top chemistry research team at Crestwood Hall Academy an
d nationwide, her dream workplace.

But now, she was torn between the enthusiastic support of her fans, her uncle’s expecta
tions, and her own long—held aspirations

“What’s wrong?”

Orion, who had just brought in the basket of fruit from, noticed her unusual expression.
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“It's nothing.” Xanthea glanced at a basket of fresh produce, “Are these picked from the
orchard behind the mountain?”

“Yeah, do you want to go there?”

1 do, but you know, circumstances won't allow
It was all his fault, her legs were still sore!

If you wanna go, | would

Orion leaned in, his hands bracing against the couch on either side of her his voice smo
oth and enticing. “If carry you”

Xanthea blushed at his sudden gentle yet commanding gesture, feeling like he was up t
0 no good.

“No need. It would be embarrassing if someone saw us. Let’s just stay in and watch a m
ovie”

“‘How about the home theater then?”

Why the home theater? It's all dark in there, and what if, in the middle of the movie, he s
uddenly changed the movie and got all beastly Xanthea shook her head defensively, “N
0, no, let’s stay here.”

“Alright.”

Orion went to pick a movie for her while she continued to look at her phone.

“Orion, | initially entered the entertainment industry to win a bet with isabella over gettin

g those

scandalous photos of Matthew and Miranda, Now that it's over should | continue?”

“Do you like it?”

“Well, | didn’t feel much about it before, but now I find it quite interesting. Especially acti
ng, living out someone else’s life lets me gain a lot”

For example, the character Phoenix. Her resilience, her bravery, and her relentless purs
uit had deeply resonated with Xanthea, making her reflect on family, love, friendship, an
d revenge.

Orion said, “Then continue. Whatever Xannie likes, I'll be there to support”

Oh?



So gentle and understanding, accommodating to her every whim?

Xanthea raised an eyebrow, “Alright then, my uncle just sent me a bunch of scripts, and
there’s this one that seems interesting, called Summer Romance!”

At the mention of “romance,” Orion’s hand holding the remote paused.

Xanthea glanced at him slyly and continued, “It's adapted from a novel. The tone is light
and sweet, though the plot is a bit melodramatic”

“In the first chapter, the male and female leads

accidentally kiss. In the second chapter, due to a family arranged marriage, they sign a

contract to be a couple and live together. In the third chapter, the female lead is taking a
bath when the power suddenly goes out, and then the male lead walks in.”

As Xanthea spoke, she sneaked another

glance at him, seeing his expression change from calm to stormy, a dark cloud hanging

over his face. She bit her lip to hold back her laughter.

“Sounds a bit too melodramatic, huh? | wonder if the audience would like it. Maybe | sho
uld think it over-

She pretended to be in a dilemma, flipping through the pages. Her eyes lit up. “Hey? Ori
on, guess who they’re considering for the male lead? It's our old friend, Nelson!”

“I never thought my second drama would be with a heartthrob, but now that the co—
star is ‘so handsome. Ah!”

Just as Xanthea was speaking, a shadow pounced on her like lightning, pinning her do
wn on the sofa, making her close her eyes in fear.

“What did you say?”

She slowly opened her eyes to see a man with grim

face and dark clouds looming over her. She quickly shook her
head, “I was joking, just joking”

Terrifying!

His pounce was indeed wolf-like

“Who’s handsome?*.

“You, of course! Who else could be more handsome than my dear boyfriend?”

00 56
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Xanthea cooed, wrapping her arms around his neck, trying to appease him. But the man
wasn’t buying it; he pinned her hands above her head. Really? That’'s not what you said
just now.”

As he spoke, he began to tear at her clothes.

Xanthea quickly grabbed the script, “I told you; it was a joke! Nelson’s name isn’t even o
n here, see for yourself!”
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Orion glared, the fire in his dark eyes not diminishing in the slightest but instead growing
more interise. “You can’t take it!”

(HHHuh?”

“You're not to accept any romantic scripts!”

His voice was almost a command, dripping with jealousy, which made Xanthea both am
used and annoyed. “What? But you just said you’d support whatever | liked. You’ve cha
nged your mind so quickly?”

Onion’s eyes narrowed dangerously, “Do you like it?”

“Of course” Xanthea was about to answer but was abruptly silenced by his threatening
demeanor. She stiffened and shook her head quickly, “No, no, | don't like it at all!”

Despicable, shameless, getting angry just like that.
“So, what does Xannie like?”

“It's you, obviously!”

“And I like Xannie too, 1 like

€ you so much

Onion lowered his head, biting her neck with obsessive affection and his hands moved t
0 undress her, clearly up to no good.



“Orion, what are you doing?! You promised you wouldn’t touch me today!”
“‘But you made me angry just now, Xannie.”

“I was just joking with you!” Xanthea protested weakly, panicking, “I took a suspense scr
ipt, not a romance!”

Orion wasn't listening, focused entirely on her

Xanthea felt tears welling up, “Orion, you jerk! You don’t care about me at all! You wore
me out last night, and now you won’t stop, only caring about venting your desires.”

It proved that teasing a dog was fine, a bit of coaxing would do, but teasing a wolf was a
mistake, as it demanded meat once provoked. Her crying worked, even if it was fake, it
successfully made him halt.

“Do you still want to take romance scripts?”

His low, intimidating voice frightened Xanthea, “No, | don’t!”

She had no intention of acting in it anyway; she was just teasing him.

“If you dare to take it, and ill cripple you in bed.”

Such a ruthless man.

“Did you hear me?”

“I heard you.” She peeled a grape and fed it to him, “So sour, Mr. Lockwood”

The grape was sweet and juicy, just like her, it made Onion’s
eyes crinkle, “No, it's sweet”

“‘Really? Then have some more

‘I don’t want anymore.” Orion pushed the grapes away, his eyes full of deep desire, “I w
ant you,”

Xanthea frowned, “You promised not to, no!”
No to devour her, but he could.

He leaned in slightly, and Xanthea, following his gaze, grabbed her collar in fright, “You
pervert!”

“Who aroused me? You have to take responsibility.”



Who aroused him?! It was obviously because he was too easily stirred, just a hug and y
ou

know.
The phone suddenly rang, and Xanthea tumed and shushed him.
Eloise?

Why her? Wasn’t she supposed to be locked at the research institute conducting experi
ments? Did the experiment end?

“My best friend’s calling, keep quiet?

“Hey, Ellie?”

“Xan!” Eloise’s voice came through, “Why aren’t you home? I've beating here for ages.”
06:57
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“‘Huh?” Xanthea was taken aback, “Why did you go to my place? Are you at Lakeside M
anor?”

“Yeah, | took half a day off from the institute. If you don’t come back soon, you won’t se
e me. Hurry back, | have something important to tell you”
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“It's a bit difficult to explain it over the phone, Eloise said, “Are e you busy right now? Ca
n’t you come back?”

“Not really.” Xanthea glanced at
the man wrapped around her, who was lost in his infatuation, “Wait a little longer, I'll be t
here soon.”

(‘O kay”

After she hung up, she bit her lip gently, speaking to him in a negotiating tone, “Orion, |
need to go back now.”



Orion abruptly lifted his head, and firmly refused, “No!”

“My bestie’s looking for me. She works at a research institute and is currently participati
ng in an experiment, speaking to him in a negotiating tone”

“Still a “no” Orion frowned, holding her tight as if afraid she’d escape, “Who’s more impo
rtant, me or her?”

Xanthea couldn’t help but laugh at this all-too—
familiar question, “Mr. Lockwood, are you being childish?

Ever since they started dating, he had become like a child, clingy and capricious.
“Childish, yes. So, Xannie, stay with me”
“But she really has something important.”

Wrapped tightly in his embrace, feeling his strong heartbeat through his warm chest, sh
e couldn’t resist closing her eyes and nuzzling

his ear.
Actually, she also wanted to stay with her dear Ori forever,
“‘How about you take me back now, and | come to you tomorrow?”

“Tomorrow?” Orion paused for a second, his tone softening
as he cupped her chin, his gaze intense, “The whole night”

Xanthea caught the implication in his words, her heart skipping a beat, “No”

“If not, then you can’t leave.”

Damn! The demon of lust, a man after tasting the forbidden fruit was terrifying indeed!
“Keep hesitating.”

“Alright, alright, | agree!”

Xanthea nodded rapidly, knowing him well enough that agreeing meant only one night,
while refusal could mean two—and that would surely be too much for her

“Good”

Orion, like a triumphant puppy, kept happily nuzzling her



Xanthea gritted her teeth, “So, can you take me back now?!”
“NO”

7

“You still owe me before.”

Orion’s gaze dropped to her loosened collar.

Xanthea, “77” What did she owe her?

He didn’t give her a chance to argue, suddenly lowering his head.
“‘Mmm”

“QOrion, stop”

Xanthes held his head, her beautiful face lost in a daze, biting her tender rosy lips to su
ppress her moans.

Lakeside Manor, the Nightshade family!
“Eloise, try the offer i made for you.,

Susanna made a cup of coffee, and Eloise thanked her, taking a sip. It was smooth, refr
eshing, with a lingering fragrance. “This is wonderful, what kind of coffee is this?”

“It was made from Panama Geisha coffee beans.”

“What?!” Eloise almost spilled her tea in surprise. “That’s a premium! It's one of the mos
t expensive in the world! Did | just drink the

Chapter 877

equivalent of a designer handbag?”

“Ha, not that exaggerated,” Susanna said, her face beaming with pride. “This was a gift
from Orion, Xan’s dad treasures it a lot. He only. put a little bit in the living room, | have
no clue where he keeps the rest’

“I've heard so much about Xan’s boyfriend.”

“‘Madam, the young lady is back!”



Zora came in to announce, and Eloise immediately stood up. “lll go meet Xan. It's been
almost six months; I've missed her so much!”
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Eloise had just dashed out the door when she spotted a sleek black Rolls—

Royce parked by the lake. Standing beside it was an Impeccably handsome—

man, kissing the beautiful girl in his arms. A cluster of rosy begonias bloomed gloriously
bloomed behind them, creating a scene straight out of a romance novel cover!

As she approached, Eloise realized the man was unbelievably attractive!

Was he even real? It was a sight beyond words, as if she had encountered a deity!
“Sweetie, call me when you get back.”

Orion gently caressed her forehead, leaving soft kisses on her eyelashes and nose tip.

Xanthea, still flushed from desire, crossed her arms and bared her pearly white teeth, “
We'll see!”

SlyFox, he had wom her out!
“If you don’t call, | won’t let you go.”
‘Kan!”

Eloise’s voice called out from behind. Xanthea turned, only to be tackled into a big hug t
hat knocked her a few steps back

“I've missed you so much, it's been half a year!”

Xanthea, who had just been tackled after having taken one step, | felt like | would fall ap
art!

1 missed you too. Now let go, so we can talk.”
“Xan, who'’s this? He’s so handsome! Introduce us!”

Before she could respond, Eloise let go and focused all her attention on Onion, winking
playfully.



Xanthea: Truly the research institute’s most famous fangirl.
“This is Mr. Sly, ah, Mr. Lockwood”

Hearing “Mr. Lockwood, Orion narrowed his eyes dangerously, prompting Xanthea to qu
ickly add. “My boyfriend.”

“You really did it, huh!” Eloise nudged her shoulder playfully and solemnly extended her
hand, “Pleased to meet you, I'm Eloise, Xan’s best friend and confidantel”

“Orion, Xan’s lover.”
At the word “love” Xanthea shivered—how could he be so corny?

Eloise’s hanging hand hung awkwardly in the air. Even his voice was as mesmerizing—
he was. Perfect!

Xanthea noticed Orion had no intention of shaking Eloise’s hand, Xanthea raised an eye
brow. What was he doing? How rude!

Just as she was about to pull his hand out, he yanked her into his arms, “Did you
you hear that?”

‘I didn’t hear anything!”

“Are you sure?”

As Eloise beheld their display of affections, she felt herself hurt. She turned away quietl
y.

“lll go in and greet your parents.”

“‘Hey, wait. | heard it, | heard it, Xanthea blushed, pushing him away, “You should go ba
ck now!”

“Ellie, let’s go.”

She turned to greb Eloise, who looked at her bewildered, then at Orion, “You two done?
Don’t mind me, | won’t hear a thing!”

“You’re not upset?”

“Why would | be upset?”



“‘Because Orion didn’t shake your hand, don’t get it wrong, he’s just a bit of a clean, um.

Wait, calling hin a clean freak might sound dismspectful.

“Oh, come on, Eloise chuckled, “When have | ever been that petty in your eyes? Beside
s, these days, finding a guy who's handsome and upholds gentlemanly conduct is pare.
I’m more than happy for your

Gentlemanly conduct?

Indeed, someone obsessed with good looks are infinitely forgiving towards good—
looking people.
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“Xan, even though I've been in the lab for the past six months, your mom’s been filling
me in on your situation. Entering the entertainment industry, starring in hit dramas, appe
aring on variety shows, surpassing top stars, kicking scumbags to the curb, and finding
a billionaire boyfriend—you’re living life of a winner straight out of a feel-good novell”

“And let’s not even start on your boyfriend. Handsome, wealthy, and with a voice that co
uld melt hearts! Not to mention how he dotes on you. You're living such a happy life!”

As Eloise spoke, she glanced over at Orion and was immediately struck again, “Look! H
e hasn'’t left yet. That look he’s giving you is giving me goosebumps!”

Xanthea turned to see Orion standing by the car, his reluctant and affectionate gaze filli
ng her heart with warmth. Indeed, she was felt very happy.

“Come on, tell me. What's it like dating a guy like that?”

“It feels,” Xanthea blushed, scratching her head. But before she could elaborate, Eloise
noticed her limping. “Xan, why do | get the feeling that you’re walking a bit funny?”

Xanthea’s heart skipped a beat, “Uh, | had a little accident on set.
“Oh no, are you okay?”

Tm fine, really. I’'m almost recovered!”



Xanthea winced with pain, trying her best to walk normally. Eloise might not notice, but
her mom definitely would!

“That’s a relief. | was wondering why your boyfriend was carrying you out of the car earli
er. | thought you were into some kinky stuff but tums out you were hurt. You gotta be m
ore careful.”

Xanthea internally cried. It was that bastard’s doing!

“Ellie, looks can be deceiving. You shouldn’t be so superficial.”

“As if you’re not. Have you forgotten the days we used to spy on handsome guys with bi
noculars? Hey Xan, does your boyfriend have any brothers, cousins, anything?”

Eloise rubbed her hands together eagerly. “Introduce me! | don’t need someone as han
dsome as him, even enough!”

nten p
percent would be

“Well.” Xanthea pondered, “He doesn’t have brothers, but he has a relative who looks g
uite similar to him. At least a solid 50-60% resemblance.”

‘Really?” Eloise’s eyes lit up with excitement. “That would still make him super handsom
e. Who is it? Tell

mel

“His nephew.” Xanthea kept a straight face, “He’s five years old now. Give it another thir
teen years, and you can make your move. I'll help you then.”

“Xan,

,how dare you tease me!”

‘Haha.”

The two chased and played all the

way home, while Susanna indulgently shook her head and called them to dinner.
“Xan, actually, | came over with a mission in mind.”

Xanthea: “A mission?”



“Yep.” Eloise nodded, her expression becoming serious, “Professor Fred is starting a m
ajor experiment after the New Year. It's something you were very interested in during un
iversity. He highly values you and

hopes you can pass the exarn to join the research institute as a researcher and particip
ate in the experiment.”

“A researcher?”

“‘Exactly. Sylvia and | have been in the institute for nearly a year and we’re still assistant
s in Professor Fred’s team. But now, he’s willing to entrust the new project entirely to yo
u. It shows how much he respects and trusts you. | also hope you can participate in the
experiment, as it will greatly increase our chances of success, but of course,”

She paused, setting down her utensils.
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know you’re doing great in the entertainment industry right now, and it’s hard to leave, b
ut becoming a world—

renowned chemist has always been your dream. You've got the talent and the brains for
it. | don’t want to see that go to waste, nor do | want to see you give upt want to continu
e fighting alongside you. Would you please consider it?”

anthea frowned slightly and, after a moment, replied, “Okay, | think about it seriously.”
At the Glory Building, in Realm of illusions promotional livestream room.

The quests and crew had all arrived. The host walked into the frame with a microphone,
“Welcome to the live

broadcast of Realm of Elusions, viewers and fans of the main cast. Today, | will be inter
viewing the cast based on vanous scenes and questions from the drama that fans are c
urious about!”

Tve got a stack of question cards here, carefully selected from the millions of comments
our show has received. Of course, we'll also randomly pick a comment from
the live broadcast to ask—its a special surprise for everyone!”

“First, let’'s give a warm welcome to the actress playing the lead role of Phoenix in Real
m of illusions—Xanthea

To match today’s interview theme, Xanthea changed her outfit style.



She wore a biker sweatshirt with slits on the sides, subtly revealing her slender, delicate
waist. Her straight—

leg jeans accentuated her already perfect legs, making them look like they stepped out
of a comic book. She also wore a black knit hat making her look radiant and stunning
As soon as she appeared, the live comments exploded

Ahhh she’s so cool and hot today, just like Phoenix herself. I'm drooling over here]

How can this woman switch so effortlessly between pure sweetheart and cool badass ¢
hick

[rm bent, totally bent by Xar’s coolness, please, please give me a chance, sister”
Are those legs even real? They’re longer than my lifespan
i herd

That seductive and sexy figure, that stunningly beautiful face if | had her Id keep her at
home every day’]

Dan is mine! Xan is mine! I'm screaming! Twisting Lurking in the
shadows! And creeping i in the dark ]

Back off, all of you! Xan belongs to Mr. Lockwood, and only M. Lockwood

The deep love CP just appears out

of nowhere Xan’s too cool and hot today | want to pounce on her. If instructor Lockwood
saw her like this, he definitely wouldn’t be able to resist

| bet Instructor Lockwood is watching Xan’s livestream night now

“Hi everyone, I'm Xanthea, the actress playing Phoenix.”

Xanthea sat down and waved at the live camera. The comments were scrolling so fast t
hat she only caught two words. Instructor

Lockwood?

Adventure Blitz Two Days, One Night had already started a new episode, and yet peopl
e were still shipping her with Orion as if their relationship was public.

“Hi Xan, I’'m from Starlight Media. You can just call me Orange Orange was practically s
tarstruck upon seeing her



“Actually, I've been following Realm of lusions too, and | absolutely adore your role as P

hoenix—
the character that perfectly combines beauty, intelligence, and strength You’ve won ove
r countless fans, and seeing you in person today, you’re even more stunning than on T

V I'm just thrilled, and so are the fans in the comments”



