A soft almost gentle thud sounded from the
door, and my neck rotated to face in that
direction.

I'swung my legs around, using the weight of

my body to turn my chair to the door.

That was very fast, I didn't expect Cassie to
get over here so quickly. Was her office that
close? Thinking of it now. | didn't know any place
in here except my office and perhaps Mr

Larson's own.
"Yes."

[t was only a matter of time, I reassured
myself as I thought to myself. In no time [ wil
know everything I need to know about this
company.

“That was ver-" The words stopped in my
mouth as [ saw 3 ta]| figure step into the office,
Albie. His focus settled onme as he walked i,
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*What?" He asked astoundingly. "Did I come
at the wrong time? If [ did, I could just come
later”

“No!" I shot out” I mean, no you didn't, please
come in." I quickly added.

Oh no, why did | always sound so breathless
and giddy when I was with him a warm feeling
Creeps into my abdomen and | get a bit
lightheaded.

‘If you say so because it looked like you
were surprised and weren't expecting me."
“That's true, [ wasn't, | thought it was

Cassie."

‘Of course, she's definitely the person for
the job." He acknowledged as he sat down

[ nodded, using the op‘portunity-j"‘f
m properly, he leaned back j into
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doing? For a first day,

Relaxing my body, I rubbed my forehead and
cracked my neck. His question made me feel
relieved.

“Well, it's definitely different but I will get
used to it

“Yes and to celebrate your first day!" He
Paused, taking a package from his side. and
Placed it on the table. It was at that instant that |
noticed he was holding something in his hand. "]

brought something "

He proceeded to unwrap it, revealing some

delicacy he brought along with him.

‘Oh my! I stared at him and the package. He
Was now sitting directly opposite me and |
couldn’t help but stare at his fingers as he
displayed the content.

Long, slender and vein stripped fingers
~ Worked on the wrappings of the edibles. My
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“I'hope you are hungry because I'm
starving”

“Yes, | think is past my lunchtime already
and I have nothing to do"

“Help yourself"

He was thoughtful, he wasn't only checking

i on me but also thought of bringing something

along with him

[ could get used to this. the silence in the

office was not deafening, in fact, it was quite
Satisfying and pleasant. We

both ate quietly,
taking the

time to relish the moinent.

"Do you like jt?"
head sharply

He asked, making me lift my

"Huh? Do [ Like what?"

He paused, taking his time to da
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"The meal”

“Yes, yes, [ do, your order is exquisite.”

“I'm glad you like it perhaps we could go

there some other time. my treat.” In a low tone,

he said and waited for my response.

What was that? Was that a date? No

probably not, he was just being nice, Again.,

But a part of me Yearned for him to say

something, to actually invite me out and without

the pretense of some 8ood co-worker bullshit.

‘I will have to hold you out on that one”

[ jokingly said with the

intentjon ofbrushing
it off, I doubt he would ac

tually ask us to eat out.

It's settled then, we will go as soon as
possible.”




1 linger of something else, something I couldn’t
: 'ﬁfﬁté place but I could tell it was there and it
made me curious.

"What?" [ asked him, surely [ didn't have
something stuck on my face and he was still
looking at me intently.

"You have very beautiful eyes."

He replied out of the blue, [ wasn't expecting
him to compliment me, it was SO random but still
had an effect on me. I felt heat gather on my

face, neck, and cheeks.
"Thank you," I sajd softly.

[ smiled for the first time today since Danjel
called and I had a I)I‘cakdown, it was like Albje
was my relief, he always happened to be my
source of joy after any conversation with Daniel.

[t was so much of 3 coincidence that | would |
have thought it wag Purposely but he barels )
knew what was actually happening, No




His eyes followed my movement as I turned
my eyes and felt lost in his. The same way |
stared at him when he stepped in. [ just couldn't
tear my eyes from him and break the contact.

I didn't even want to, all I wanted to do was
Lo keep staring, keep being his center of
attention. It was perfect,







