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Chapter 0021

"Sorry ladies, we got called into the weekend training, so it's
a light and early night for us. Maybe next time." Dakota said
as the five guys turned around and started ushering us up
the lit pathway before anyone else could argue.

"Damn, that was brutal” Sam let out under his breath before
we even made it through the path opening. "Don't get me
wrong, | loved the two-female body shot, we will definitely
be revisiting that situation, but did anyone else feel like the
whole night just tanked as soon as the party got too big?”

"First, over my dead body are taking a shot off my sister and
second yes. | don't think it's ever been like that before.”
Mateo says

| realize they are talking in code and | am smart enough to
know whao is the reason for the code, but at the same time |
don’t know why.

The twins say goodbye to us from the back patio and say
they will drive us all to training in the morning. Also a new
situation, because I'm pretty sure | was included in that

invitation, but we will see come morning. Once we get to the
front Mateo, Sam, Sierra and | split off toward our side of
the packhouse and Oliver starts walking to the other side
towards his house. He shouts over his shoulder that we will
leave at 6am sharp so none of us should be late, no matter
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how long it takes some of us to say goodnight.

| started openly laughing at the insinuation and then again at
the ook on Sam’'s face. | hugged Sierra goodnight at the
end of our sidewalk and she and Sam kept on walking to her
house.

When we finally get home Mateo stops to take his jacket off
at the door, | just continue into the kitchen looking for a
snack. All | had was soda and water and | was starving. |
walk into the dimly lit kitchen, the light over the sink the only
illumination in the room.

"Where the hell have you been!” | jumped about a mile into
the air and screamed at the growling words. Mateo came
running in and grabbed my shoulders pulling me behind him
protectively looking around for what scared me. He relaxed
a little when he noticed my dad sitting at our rectangular
kitchen table, a short empty glass in front of him.

When my heart rate started to go back to a normal rhythm, |
looked at my dad and had to force an eye roll back. |
stepped around my brother to fully face my dad. "After
school | showed the new girl, Sierra, around and then we
were hanging out with Mateo and the guys. I'm sorry, |
didn't realize the time. When we noticed what time it was
and that we have training in the morning we all went home
to get some sleep.”

“Is that true son?" | could barely hold back the growl from
my wolf at my brother being questioned to see if | was lying.
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My hands balling into fists at my sides to curb the anger. |
never do anything out of line, always his perfect little beta
daughter, but worth nothing to him other than an image he
presents to the outside world.

"Yes, sir. She's been with us the whole time. It was the
annual back to school bonfire.,” Simple explanation that
would have gotten me a smack to the face and grounded.

"And are you really going to training in the morning?” He
asks looking at my brother only, as if I'm not even here.

“l go to training every day. Delta Kyle reports my progress
weekly to you, sir." | snap at him, before walking out of the
kitchen to the stairs, towards my room. | hear the loud
scrape of the chair, knowing my father will rush to yell at me
for my back talk, little girls don't back talk, they do what they
are told and stay silent. But | don't get far when | hear my
brother.

"Leave her alone. She convinced us all that we should invest
more time training, especially after her display this morning.
All the guys and | decided it's time to invest more into pack
training. Sky is going to show us the ropes since she is the
most familiar with the set up.”

"We have been asking you boys to go to weekend trainings
for years. Why the change now?" My dad asks,

"I guess she's just more convincing than you. Now, It's late
and | need to sleep if | am going to be able to function that
early.” Then | heard Mateo's boots clomping up the stairs
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behind me. |let him catch up and he swung his arm around
my shoulder again and kissed my temple. "I'm sorry, | can't
pretend like the way he treats you is okay anymore, it was
never okay. | never should have let it get this far. | know
why you work and train as hard as you do. You don't have to
do it alone anymore.” He walks me to my door and kisses
my forehead before turning around and walking to the door
across the hall from mine.
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Chapter 0022
"Thank you Mateo.” | whisper, but | know he can hear me.

That was the first night in a long time that | cried. | never
cried after getting beaten by Kaley and her friends, |
wouldn't give them the satisfaction and | have never been
close to my dad so there was never an emotional
connection to feel sad about. But Mateo. Mateo was a loss
that | didn't know hurt me until now when | got a glimpse of
what we had before he started focusing on his duties as the
next beta. | fell asleep hoping he and | could have the close
relationship we did when we were little. Today was just one
day though, and they only noticed me after they found out |
was better at something than they were. And the only
reason they even noticed was because Sierra happened to
partner with me. So, we'll see how long this lasts

The morning came quickly after that. | was actually too
antsy to sleep much. At 4 | finally decided | needed to go for
a jog, my wolf agreed. A run in the forest really early helped
clear my mind and settle conflicting thoughts. It's like
everything falls into place out here. | was trying to gather my
thoughts on my emotions. Was | more excited or scared
that they were going to join me? | was planning to ask
Sierra if she wanted to come anyway, but adding the guys
was something | never thought of. They always had their
own things going on and too busy to look in on how the rest
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of the pack fared or trained. | walked back into my house at
5 after running half the patrol border route and went to start
breakfast. It's the one thing | did on the weekends for my
brother and dad. Meither acknowledged or thanked me, but
there was never anything left, so it must be at least decent. |
plated everything and left it on the island then | went to
knock on Mateo's door to make sure he was up and getting
ready.

"Hey sleeping beauty, you up? | sing in at him. "We have to
get moving or we will be late and | don't actually know what
Oliver does to people whao are late, nor do | want to find out
the hard way.”

“I think | actually hate you. Why do you sound so chipper
already?" He grumbles with his face still firmly planted in his
pillow.

“Lies, you love me. Get in the shower, it helps and | made
breakfast and coffee.” | smack him on the back and he
groans again.

"How long have you been up exactly?"

“Little while, | went for a run and made breakfast, no big
deal. | do it every weekend. This is my normal.”

"Wait, you run and make breakfast. before you go to
training. Since when do you make breakfast?"

"I always make breakfast on the weekends, it's the only time
Gretchen takes off"
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"Does dad know it's you and not her? Cause, | had no idea. |
just thought she came in and made quick stuff before
spending the day with her family. | am feeling more and
more inferior the longer | talk to you." He groans, finally
stepping away from his bed toward the bathroom.

"Whatever, Beta, get ready fast, you only have 15 minutes
before we have to meet the guys.”

I walk out of his room smiling. His subtle compliment gives
me a little more hope that we can be friends. It's a bit
strange. | haven't had this much conversation with my
brother in years. My dad has had him so busy training for
becoming the next beta that he hasn't had any time for me
since he was about 10. But, as strange as it is, | would be
lying if | said that | didn't enjoy it. Even if it is only
temporary. | know they are all only coming today because
Oliver felt a slight to his male ego knowing that | train more
than he does, even with the extra time they put in with their
dads. He needs to know if he could handle it. The rest of the
guys are coming to either cheer him on when he does it, or
have proof when he fails. What he doesn’t know is that |
don't do half the things they do. | don't go to parties, or
hang out with friends. | don't go to study groups or hold
meetings with our current leaders to understand how the
pack functions. Physical training is my only escape from the
hell that Kaley and her friends bring me.



