Chapter 0441

“Thank you Skylar. | know that wasn't easy for either of
you.” Alpha Lucas looks at me with sympathy.

| just nod and scrub my hands over my face. *l need to go
waorkout or run or something, Alpha Lucas, what are our
orders? | obviously have training to work on,” | say patting
the wrapped book on the edge of his desk. “Is there anything
elze?"

“Warrior Brogen wanted you three to maintain your regular
warrior training schedule and for you to focus heavily on
Elena's directions for you. He was not concerned with you
being in school,” He rolled his eyes as we both remember
Kevin's suggestion last night, “But it might not be a bad idea
for you to have a presence in the school. Those kids love
you and seeing you back will motivate them to work a little
harder in their own training. We need everyone ready,
especially if the fight is coming here.” | nod at him.

"We could do a patrol in the school. | know they aren't
doing regular gym classes now that it's being substituted
with training to fit more time in. Jena could beef up security
and monitoring too at the school and around the pack.” |
lock over at my friend. She still looks like she is in shock,
but she makes eye contact with me and nods.

“Yeah. We should really look at all of that since there are so



many ways to get into your pack because of the water
access. | also don't think Sky should be a part of the patrol
loop. Don't look at me like that, you know I'm right. Those d*
ckheads are after you, you can't deny it anymore. That is
proof.” She points to the box, her fire is coming back. |
know how she feels about being seen as a victim and
feeling like a helpless girl. It makes her angry and she's ina
mood. “He may have been a backstabbing asshole, but he
was the one person outside your team that got close to

you. You don't get to be reckless, you have to be smart. Do
what you do best, analyze and give us a plan. Let the
warriors do the patrols, you need to lead.”

The three men in the room are just watching us like a tennis
match.

“Jena, | don't want to be stuck here in lock down any more
than you do.”

“Who said you would be in lockdown? Who is dumb enough
to try that? | tilt my head to the side and look around the
room. “Well, men are stupid, so there's that.”

“What am | supposed to analyze and plan?”

“We need to be in the school, Alpha Lucas said it himself,
you get these kids motivated. We all need to be ready.
Ready to fight, ready to protect. We need to have a plan to
keep those kids safe, to keep your pack safe so they can
make it through this." Her eyes well up. | see what this
means to her now. | move in to hug her. “They have to



make it through this," She whispers in my neck, "It can't
happen again.” She sniffles and then takes another deep
breath before letting me go.

“Olkay, | will go into the school, you should be with me, that
way you can see what they are working with and update
whatever is needed. | will Keep Lil on patrol detail. It will
allow us to cover more ground. Go catch up with Lil and the
guys and take notes of the surroundings and we will get
more border security. | really need to workout and figure
out what Elena wants me to do." | turn and look at the guys
and Alpha Lucas. “Are you okay with that, sir? I'm not sure
what plans you have for your warriors, but we brought this
here, we really need to make sure it doesn't cost any more
lives."

"Yes, Sky, that sounds good. Why don't you go do your

initial run around the pack Jena, and Sky after you go
through your instructions from Elena we can all meet back
here for lunch and Brett, Kyle, Daniel and | can go over our
strateqy with all of you."

We all nod and | turn to Oliver, “Let’s go big guy, | need to hit
something.” Everyone but Jena laughs, she knows what |
mean.

"You aren't going to fight me on following you around?” He
sounds skeptical.

“No. One, you'd do it anyway, so there's no point. Twa, |
have been tied up, tortured, beaten, starved and left for



dead too many times. Clearly, | am not supposed to do
things on my own and this is karma's way of beating that
into my head.”

He huffs a laugh and nods in agreement as | grab the
wrapped book and head out of the room. | go to the
kitchen, because |'m starving and Lenny still has the best
breakfast ever. As|walkin she has a smile on her face as
she hands me a full plate and then looks at Oliver behind me.

‘I made you one too, Gamma.” She turns and grabs a plate
that was hidden behind her on the counter. Oliver takes it
with a surprised look on his face.

“Ummm, thank you Lenny.?” |t sounds more like a question
and she giggles.

“You are taking care of our Skylar here, not just in the mood
to be lazy." She winks at me. "Are you planning to be out all
day? Should | make you lunch? You like to forget to eat
when you are onto something and we can't have that, Miss
Skylar.”

“It might get a little busy, we just got orders and have things
to do today. A lunch would be great Lenny, thank you. The
rest of my team and the guys will be starving too, when they
get back. We got sidetracked on the way down here before
training. Can you make sure they eat too, please?

“Of course, sweet girl. Now go eat, before you get busy and
forget.”" She winks again.



We sit at the table set near the retractable window wall and
start to dig in. Lenny is a genius, this food is so delicious.
She knows exactly what we need and when we need it. But,
we aren't two bites in when the unmistakable sound of heels
comes down the tiled hallway. Knowing what's probably
coming | start to stuff my face.

“Lenny, | need an egg white omelet with one ounce of
cheese and no extra fattening ingredients this time. Oh, and
a coffee with two creams, two sugars, one pump of vanilla
and one pump of caramel. And, make it fast I'm running late
for school today.”

She still hasn't noticed us, both Oliver and | have stopped
eating and possibly stopped breathing to keep her from
noticing us,

“Lenny! Now!"

“Unfortunately the kitchen does not serve breakfast until
6am, | am still preparing. There is coffee in the pot over
there, if you would like to pour yourself a mug.” Lenny says,
as calmly as can be with her back to Kaley, while shooting
me a side look that tells me she wants to smack this girl in
the head for her manners.

“Why do | smell food then? It smells like people have
already eaten in here.” Kaley places a hand on her hip
stopping at the island where Lenny is prepping our lunch.
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“Because all of our future leaders are already out working
for the day, they eat before they go. Their schedule is
different from the students and | accommodate that. The
breakfast buffet will be set up in thirty minutes for everyone
else in the house.” Lennyis calm and collected, like she is
explaining something new to a toddler.

“I am your future Luna, one of your future leaders, you
should accommodate me too.” Kaley growls at Lenny and |
am ready to get up and smack her myself, but Oliver shakes
his head at me almost imperceptibly.

“Listen here, you little trollop. You may be in the Alpha's
home, living off of his generosity, but you are not our future
Luna. Our future Luna will be kind and respectful to all of
the pack members. Our future Luna will appreciate
everything that is done by the pack members. Our future
Luna will see and notice each and every pack member.
Before she takes the title. You will never be a Luna. Now
get your coffee and leave my kitchen, you are interrupting
my breakfast preparations.”

Kaley's jaw Is on the floor. | don't know if anyone in a
service position has told her off like that and | can't help the
smile and small laugh that escapes me. | look back to
Oliver who is also smiling. We both cram the last of our
food in our mouths.



Lenny looks over at us. "Miss Skylar, where will you and
Gamma Oliver be? | will bring lunch to you after | deal with
this.” Lenny flutters her hand towards Kaley.

“We are going to start in the weight room, but | don't know
how long we'll be there. | don’t want you to have to come
looking for us. Why don't we stop back by when we |eave?”

“I will have it ready, sorry for the delay.” Lenny is laying it on
thick and Oliver and | are here for it.

“Thank you Lenny.” Oliver leans in to kiss her cheek.
“Yes, Thank you.” | give her a hug.

“Anything for you sweet girl.” She hugs me tight and then
we |eave 10 head to Alpha Lucas’ weight room.

As we walk down the hallway we hear Kaley start to argue
with Lenny. | can't help but smile. At least not everyone lets
the Cunnigham's get away with everything.

We walk down the stairs that lead to the cells. | can smell
the rogue even if | can't see him. | was waiting until we had
orders, but he may have no idea what's going on now that it
seems like the rogue king's plans have changed. But, I am
going to enjoy interrogating him anyway.

We walk past the cells to the Alpha's weight room and head
in. Once | get about ten feet in | notice the loss of Oliver's
radiating heat from behind me, and turn around.



“What's wrong?" | can feel my whole face scrunch in
confusion as he just stands in the door. He seems to be
stuck in the doorway.

“Uh.." He moves like he wants to follow, but stops himself.
| haven't been down here since..umm. | don't come down
here.”" He looks down at his feet. And it takes me a full two
minutes to figure out what he's talking about.

“Oliver, that was almost two years ago. You're telling me
you haven't been down here the whole time | was gone?”

“No. | don’t know if anyone has actually. That sh*t was
scary, Bitty. You had no color and were limp in my dad's
arms. | actually had bruises form on my arms. | didn't know
why at the time, but | know it was a reaction to what you
were doing to yourself. | don't know what's going on with
us, but you have no idea how hard it was to sit outside that
door and listen to you beat the sh*t out of the bag and feel
all the rage you had towards me and | couldn't do anything
about it."
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