are happening around the table. It sounds like Ava and
Brett have a good start on the warriors moving to the
ranked street. She seems to be enjoying having
something to focus on. She doesn't engage as much as
she used to as the pack's Luna, but | don’t know if that is
from the loss of Lucas or because the guys and | have
taken the titles or a combination of both. It's good to see
her smile and engage with the other former leaders. |
should sit down and talk with her like | do with Elena and
Gentry, because this pack is going to be a complete circus
when everyone gets back. It's been months that they've
been in the Alpha King's pack. I'm just glad that we were
able to get the innocents out before anything big
happened. But, maybe that was by design. Maybe Adrielle
and the Rogue King let us get them out since their focus

was on me

I can hear Nathaniel talking about the computers and
surveillance, but | can't concentrate. Ever since | found
out we were In the tornado for almost a month | have
been antsy. | need to move, to train, to physically work
myself over. And | want to do that with my team and my

guys




1o kick your ass.” | wink back.

“Oh, it's on, Smalls.” He jumps from his chair so fas’
I'm faster.

are supposed to be, and headed toward the smallerofthe
three arenas. | can hear all of my friends laughing behind
me as we make our way and | try to memorize the sound.

| know that something is coming, my wolf and | can feel it

in the ground and smell it on the breeze. We are not out of

this yet and | hope we all survive to tell the tale, 1

No one hesitates when we get inside the arena. We all
immediately pair off and start doing basic arm drills to
warm up. Everyone is laughing and enjoying themselves. |
will have to remember that this is something our whole
team enjoys as a downtime thing. | know the deeper we
get into this thing with the Rogue King the less we will
have of this precious commodity

We move into leg work and sweeps turn into who has the
best reaction time, which then turns into ‘who’s the fastest
"and every contest of strength and speed we can think of.

arena to the other. Naturally | won, and just
thinks | am using my hidden Al




him win, but | should probably spot injuries sooner than
this. Something my wolf agrees with me. Part of our job
as one of the Alphas is to make sure our pack members
are safe, even our warriors who are on the battlefield. If |

can save their lives, by removing them from the situation,
that's’ exactly what | am going to do.
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Mateo lunges at me and | counter, by twisting out of k
way. He can't get a hold of me. | am going to play
away for as long as possible | want to see where he
injured since he won't tell me himself, | spin and push hirr
from behind. He reaches back to try and grab one of my

hands, but he misses. As the Beta he should have more ™

range of motion than that. We keep at it for a while. He
comes at me, but misses. This is not like him, go | stop,
Most of our friends are engaged together. My Alphag are
watching us closely though, always on guard when it

comes to me. | know | will come to accept this eventually,
but it still feels like they dont trust me 1o handle myself,
even going up against my own brother. Who seems more

likely to injure himself than me right now

"Mateo, what's going on?" | ask moving close, speaking
don’'t want to make a big deal gsince it seems like

he's hiding something

“Nothing, | just haven't worked out this hard in a long
time. You were right to bring everyone out here. We can't
get behind in our training, like this”

“Okay, that was a plausible answer, Are you going 1o tell
me the truth?” | cross my arms, not letting this go.

“That was the truth. | appear to be out Q_f shap

i




subject. The healers said it's highly likely, but she s

in her head about it and | don't think she’ll get over i

we actually have one. And | am not ready for any of that
anyway. Especially after what happened to mom, or |
guess what we thought happened to mom. That sh*t is
scary.” | smile and give him a hug, squeezing tight.

I'whisper in his ear. "You would tell me if your injury was
really bad right? | can't risk losing you in a fight because
you didn't say anything, or risk other's safety either.” 1

“It's not that kind of injury, Sky. I'm okay really. In a real
fight | will give my all. Right now, I'm not going to push it,
that's all.”

“Will you tell me ever?” | questioned. | don't like the shady
run around

Just then Dakota wraps his arms around me and breathes
in my ear. “It's the kind of injury I'm hoping to have later,
Sweetness. Apparently, Jena likes it rough and your
brother is learning to be submissive the hard way."

| look between the two of them for what was pmb




) ]
“I guess my answer is yes then.” | giggle as Cam and L
Oliver follow us to the entrance to the arena, but we are

met with my dad and Kyle

“We have a problem.” My dad grumbles, "And it can't wait.”

“I might throat punch the next person that says that

phrase " Cam says and Oliver and Dakota grumble their
agreement
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