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No news, no updates, nothing was heard. It was as if the tenth family had been set outside as an 

outcast. It was clear there had to be something going on, and Paul was starting to wonder if this was a 

tactic to put them on edge. The Longer they felt this way, they would eventually tire themselves out, 

and maybe that’s when they would return with another attack. The only good thing was that the attack 

hadn’t happened yet. They waited a few days and finally, something did happen. 

 

None other than Prima, the new Royal knight, had been sent to deliver a message first-hand at the north 

gate. He had been sent alone. The towers weren’t activated, but even Sam, who was standing at the 

front, didn’t know how they worked. 

 

‘Can it tell if he’s planning to attack us or something?’ Sam thought. 

 

“Please bring me to your vampire knights straight away,” Prima demanded without stating the reason 

why he was there. However, Sam knew not to make them angry at this moment and started to escort 

him along with Dennis. 

 

The two of them kept an eye on him the whole way, it was out of fear after having just been attacked, 

and Prima didn’t like it. As a Royal knight, he should have been respected, but the eyes of the others 

were looking at him like he was an enemy. 

 

‘I should kill all of these misfits on the spot!’ Prima thought, but the words of the King, Bryce were in his 

head, and he wasn’t to cause a scene and deliver the message. 

 

Eventually, they had sent Prima to a meeting room that had been created recently. It had two offices 

inside that were placed opposite each other. On one of them, it was filled with paperwork. This was 

where both Paul and Leo would work. It was obvious from a look which desk belonged to who. 

 

“I am here to inform you that a decision has been made,” Prima announced. “Quinn, the tenth leader, 

along with the one known as Alex, the blood fairy, will be executed at midday tomorrow. Those in the 



tenth family are to remain in their inner castle area and are not allowed to attend the event. Those that 

do not comply with this rule will be punished. 

 

“After the execution has been done, there will be an investigation into the tenth family to decide who is 

directly involved with Dwight’s death from the tenth family. Attempting to leave will also be punished. A 

group of Royal guards will be placed around the castle to make sure no one leaves this area. They have 

been given permission to use force if an attempt is to be made.” 

 

The terms that had been given were quite ridiculous, but both Paul and Leo knew that saying anything 

was pointless. The decision had been made, and complaining to the Royal knight would mean nothing. 

 

“Does this start from this very moment?” Paul asked. 

 

“There is already a group keeping an eye on you to see if you are to leave this place. The Royal guards 

will be here soon. Make sure your towers and statues don’t attempt to attack the Royal guards. 

Otherwise there will be trouble.” 

 

With that said, it looked like Prima didn’t even want to give them any more information, as he was 

already on his way out. Paul was just thankful the others weren’t there to hear what was said. Especially 

Peter, as he would have lashed out on the spot, possibly trying to fight with Prima. 

 

Another worry was the towers. They didn’t know how they worked and were worried that they could 

possibly attack the Royal guards as they approached. 

 

After much discussion between the two of them, Paul and Leo decided that they would call all those that 

were close to Quinn inside the usual dining room. They thought about not informing them, but they 

wanted to know how they felt so they could get an idea about what to do. 

 

However, when everyone entered the room, there was one problem. 

 

“Is there a reason why Logan and Peter aren’t here?” Paul asked. 

 



“I couldn’t find them anywhere in the castle. Maybe they are somewhere in the inner castle area?” Sam 

replied. 

 

“Oh, those two said they were going outside to look for some lab or something, outside the vampire 

settlement. They don’t know when they will be back.” Sil casually replied, as if it wasn’t a problem at all. 

 

“What!” Paul shouted, stunned. Although, he didn’t know if it was good timing or not. If they had tried 

to leave now, it would be impossible, but he was now shaking at the thought of them returning and 

finding out about Quinn. 

 

Knowing the two, they would do whatever it cost to stop the execution. 

 

Hearing that the two of them were going to a lab, Leo could only think of one place. The place they had 

discovered a while ago in the mountains. While there, they didn’t seem to have any troubles, and Peter 

was strong, but still, there would always be some type of worry. 

 

“We can try and go look for them?” Layla suggested, seeing Paul shaking his head. 

 

“That’s the problem. We can’t,” Paul replied. Just moments ago, he had received a message from 

Ashley, who had remained at the gates. The Royal guards had arrived to keep them in check. But they 

had also informed him that just before, they had a couple of visitors that had entered that should be 

joining them soon. 

 

Paul explained to the others what they had been told by Prima, and the room fell silent as they were 

struggling about what to think. 

 

“So, if we try to save Quinn, it basically means we are going against the king? Fighting all the leaders?” 

Layla asked. “But what choice do we have? They are basically telling us they are going to kill Quinn.” 

 

From the last conversation they had, Paul already knew everyone would fight trying to save Quinn. In a 

way, they also knew that if they didn’t, their lives might become worse, and death would be a better 

option. As ex humans and with no leader, they could only imagine how they would be treated. 

 



“That may not be the case.” A voice said, entering the room. The doors swung open, and two people 

were seen. It was the guest Paul had been expecting, Silver, along with her little brother Fex, who was 

darting his eyes around the room randomly. 

 

“Fex!” Layla said. “You’re alive and look great!.” 

 

But it was clear that Fex had no clue who Layla was or anyone else in the room. 

 

“Hey, everyone, I’m sorry if I don’t know any of you? You know, I kind of have memory problems, but 

please treat me like you did before, and we can be cool, right?” He laughed nervously. 

 

Although Fex coming back was a moment to be celebrated, their minds were still on the most important 

matter at hand, and wanted to know what Silver meant by her words. 

 

“I had a meeting with Bryce, I don’t think he is planning to kill Quinn at this execution. At least not yet 

anyway. Before that, he wants to find the real person that killed Dwight, and he also knows that there 

might be a bigger threat coming our way.” 

 

“A bigger threat?” Sam said. “Did something happen?” 

 

Leo started to move and headed over to where Silver was standing. The others naturally moved out of 

Leo’s way. 

 

“Haven’t we been around each other long enough to know you don’t have to do that around me?” Leo 

commented. 

 

Some of their faces went red out of embarrassment. Those from the cursed ship didn’t know Leo very 

well, and seeing his eyes like they were all the time, just did what they had done out of instinct. 

 

“I guess you already told Bryce everything we have found out, which means it’s time for us to tell all of 

you,” Leo explained. “The ones framing Quinn, it seems they have been preparing for this for a long 

time.” 

 



Silver nodded in agreement. 

 

“We will explain what happened to us in the few days we were left, and once you know this, we can 

make our plan.” 

 

The story both Leo and Silver were about to tell, was during the few days back, when they met up with 

the original eighth leader and what they had discovered that had held them up for so long. 
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After having just saved Fex, the group were on their way back, running as fast as they could through the 

forest. This time, not caring what type of noise they made. The main reason being, right now, inside the 

large box that was being carried on Silver’s back was one of the eighth vampire knights. Hopefully, this 

would give them the answers they were looking for about who had attacked Fex and Kazz. 

 

However, the group were currently stuck in the forest, having met with someone they never thought 

they would see. Fex and Nate were surrounded by around eight Bloodsuckers. Each one of them 

contained strength that surpassed their own, speed that matched theirs. To get out of this one, they 

couldn’t just rely on their power alone and would need to use their heads a little. 

 

The main problem was the original vampire that appeared with them, named Remus. Silver was on her 

knees, unwilling to fight someone that her eyes were never meant to look at. From the time she was 

born, she had been told that their very existence, what they were, was due to these people. 

 

She felt like if THEY wished their life was meant to not exist, then it was something that was meant to 

be. In a way, the original vampires were like vampire gods, and what punishment would a vampire get 

for harming a said god? 

 

The good thing for her, there was a man who didn’t care who was in front of him. He strived to get 

stronger day by day, and he was ready to slice down whoever stood in his path, and Leo had done that 

very thing. 

 

Lacing his sword with the second stage of Qi, Leo was able to cut off Remus’ hand. 



 

“What kind of sword is that!” Remus spoke while grasping the end of his wound. 

 

The sword was unable to cut through his hand until this point, so why would it be able to now? The 

reason was due to the way Leo had used the second stage of Qi. The second stage was a casting over 

one’s weapons rather than an infusion to give it strength. 

 

However, with Leo’s ability, he had more control than anyone. He was able to change the shape of the 

casting to such a degree it was as if he had covered his sword with another sword made out of Qi. It was 

almost a pure Qi strike that Remus had received. 

 

What was even more shocking though, was how the wound wasn’t healing like it would before. Remus 

would be able to grow his entire arm back if something like this had happened to him, but it wasn’t 

happening now. 

 

Down onward, from the middle of his forearm, the cut had been made and his hand was laying there on 

the floor. He could feel the fairy blood and another substance flowing through his body. First, Remus 

removed the fairy blood with his blood control, but his wound still didn’t heal. Thinking fast, Remus 

decided to use his other hand to slice off his arm from the shoulder downward. 

 

It fell to the floor, and soon a whole new limb was seen growing from his body. 

 

‘This healing speed, it reminds me of Peter.’ Leo thought. The strange thing was, when Peter healed his 

body, it would take up the energy inside his body. Eventually, that energy would run out, and it would 

need to be replenished with human flesh. 

 

When Leo saw Remus regrow the arm, it looked like no energy was used at all. 

 

“You have an interesting body?” Leo commented. 

 

“Interesting?” Remus repeated. “No one would speak of that if they knew the curse we carried!” Remus 

shouted as he held out both hands, and started to fire out blood bullets towards Leo. 

 



With his sword, covered in the Qi. He was strong enough to deflect each of the bullets, and after eight 

had been fired and had been deflected, Leo could see that the fingers that had fired were in the middle 

of healing. Shooting out the ninth bullet from one hand and the tenth blood bullet from the other, 

knowing these would be the last shots while he needed time to recover, Leo made sure to change his 

second stage Qi from a cutting form, to a grabbing form. When hitting the bullets this time, he was able 

to spin his body to add extra power in his step and hitting it with the side of his sword, he grabbed the 

bullets making them appear as if they were hovering when touching his sword, and swung them back, 

sending them towards Remus. 

 

They had hit his body, but he absorbed them like a sponge seeing with no harm done, other than a few 

holes in the clothes he was wearing. Soon though, Leo was upon him, and swung his blades aiming for 

his hands once again. 

 

Remus could see the movements and pulled back, but his hands seemed to be dragging behind as if they 

weren’t listening to him. 

 

‘No, that’s not right. It’s as if my hand is moving towards the blade!’ Soon his fingers were being diced 

up By Leo, falling off like sausages to the floor. Leo had used his soul weapon to make Remus’ body 

move in different ways, the person in front of him right now, wasn’t as strong as Rowa. 

 

“I know you can heal from this, but can you heal quicker than it takes me to strike at your heart?” Leo 

asked, staying as calm as ever. 

 

“You are annoying!” Remus shouted, making a fist even without his fingers, and suddenly, his arm was 

chucked back, recoiling off in the air. He fired off a blood cannon. A large red ball of aura came out from 

his fists and this was something Leo couldn’t block with his sword, it was too close to spread his second 

stage Qi. 

 

Hitting him, he was chucked back, and sent skidding across the floor. The blood cannon was a large ball 

of red energy. It wasn’t sharp like the blood swipe. He had managed to block some of it with his sword, 

but not without taking a large blow to his stomach. On the outside, his skin was barely hurt, but his 

internal organs felt like they had all been ruptured in some way, and the blood coming out from Leo’s 

mouth was proof of it. 

 

Nate, and Fex had their hands full, fighting the Bloodsuckers. Due to their speed and strength, the two 

of them were staying close together. It was only thanks to a combination of them both they had 



managed to survive but in total they had taken out only one of the Bloodsuckers’ and soon Nate’s 

shadow Mc points would run out, as the Bloodsuckers strength was strong. 

 

“What are you doing, Silver!” Fex shouted, looking at his sister, who still hadn’t moved. “You said you 

were my sister, right? You know, when you told me that and I saw you fighting against that other 

person, I thought you were really cool. I thought I can’t believe I have a sister like this, but now, you’re 

just going to stand there and let that man kill us all. You have to do something! Help him! Right now, 

you’re a disappointment!” 

 

Maybe the words of others wouldn’t have gotten through to her with the state she was in, but hearing 

the words from her brother, the one she deeply cared for, and the one who she worried most about 

what he would think of her, had hit her a certain way. 

 

There was also another thing that gave her confidence, seeing the fight between Leo and Remus, this 

man was no God. When Leo was close with his blade, he had a fear in his eyes. A god wouldn’t show 

fear. 

 

She stood up from where she was standing and grabbed the doll with her strings, ready to join in the 

fight. However, turning around, she soon saw that both of Remus’ hands had healed and another blood 

cannon was coming her way. 

 

The only thing she could do was place the doll in front of herself, and block the attack. As soon as it hit 

the doll, its limbs were torn apart, removed from the threads of string that tied them together, and its 

torso was sent hitting her own body with the blood cannon. The powerful attack was felt in her gut, and 

the wind was knocked out of her. 

 

“You are all idiots, this could have been a lot easier,” Remus said, now having fully recovered, looking 

like he hadn’t been in a fight at all, apart from his clothing looking different to before. 

 

Both of his arms were ready again, and firing out another blood canon would finish the two of them off. 

 

Getting up off the ground, Leo was able to use Qi to strengthen his organs, so he could continue on the 

fight. For how long while they were still heavily damaged, he didn’t know. 

 



‘This is going to be a hard fight alone, but I don’t think it’s one I will lose.’ Leo thought. 

 

“Guys!” Fex cried, but no matter how much he wanted to help, he and Nate were stuck in the middle of 

the Bloodsuckers, but at that moment, black mist started to appear from Fex’s earning. Something that 

had never happened before. 

 

The mist was starting to take portal-like shape, and as two Bloodsuckers jumped towards them, a large 

claw as big as a human body appeared, slicing the two of them in half. Out from the black portal was 

none other than the Boneclaw. 

 

“What the hell is that!” Fex shouted, never seeing a beast like that before, and it had appeared from his 

earring of all things. “Was that me, did I do that! Maybe it’s like the bull? Hey Bonney, save them!” 

 

The Boneclaw looked towards Fex, with its hollow dead eyes. It made him realise straight away that he 

was not the one in charge of it. 

 

“Why, why is the Boneclaw belonging to him here!” Remus said, his body trembling in horror at the 

thought of who belonged to. 
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The instant the Boneclaw had appeared, it was as if everyone in front of Remus had disappeared. His 

only focus was on the strange creature that had seemingly sprung out of nowhere. 

 

The one who had realised this the most, was Leo. He could tell by the change in his aura as it flickered in 

response. The only thing he didn’t understand was why? How would it come to be that these two knew 

each other? However, Leo wasn’t going to waste this opportunity. While Remus was unfocused, they 

could use this time to recover. 

 

He quickly opened the lid of the flask that had been given to each of them and started to drink the blood 

inside. Quinn was cautious about them going away in the first place and wouldn’t let them leave without 

taking one, not that Leo wouldn’t have. Silver, upon seeing Leo doing this, did the same. Soon their 

bodies were healing on the go. 



 

Silver, now no longer hesitating, knew what she had to do. The only reason why she had survived was 

due to the robust puppet, but now her father’s gift was seemingly destroyed. Stretching out her 

fingertips, a string from the ends appeared and started to attach to the torn body parts from the Doll all 

around. 

 

Soon the body parts started moving towards the torso piece. With some quick hand movements, the 

Doll was nearly in the same condition as before and could be used in the same way as well. 

 

‘It’s a good thing this thing isn’t alive. If it gets destroyed again, I will just rebuild it!’ 

 

While the two of them were preparing for a second round with Remus, both Fex and Nate were staring 

at the strange creature in front of them. They still had all the Bloodsuckers surrounding them. Now 

though, they looked small. The Boneclaw itself was slightly larger than the Bloodsuckers, and its limbs 

and claws were nearly three times longer as it touched the floor. 

 

“Hey, that thing’s on our side, right?” Fex whispered over to Nate. 

 

“Our side, does it look like it’s on our side? And besides, weren’t you the one that summoned it with 

your vampire mumbo jumbo magic?” Nate answered quite frantically. The reason being, he was hoping 

the strange beast that had just sliced one of the Bloodsuckers was on their side. 

 

In an instant, the Boneclaw started to enter a black portal, and soon a claw was seen coming out 

towards one of the Bloodsuckers. It tried to hit the claw back, but its long sharp fingers just sliced 

through the Bloodsucker’s hands, and with the Boneclaw’s other arm, it sliced upward, cutting the 

Bloodsucker into four separate parts like butter. 

 

The great weakness of the Bloodsuckers were that they didn’t have much health. If there was a vampire 

or beast that could overpower it and manage to hit it, then they were easy to deal with. 

 

Although the Boneclaw’s movements with its legs weren’t fast, its long hands were quick as ever. With 

its ability to teleport to any position it wanted to in a short area, it didn’t need to be quick on its feet. 

 



Soon, the others saw this became the outcome, as one by one the Bloodsuckers were ripped apart. The 

Boneclaw teleported to each one, finishing them off in one or two blows. It didn’t take long, but the 

Bloodsuckers that were proving to be a threat for both Nate and Fex, were no longer a threat. 

 

Turning around, it then started to look towards Remus. Its hollow eyes stared at him, and slowly it 

started to walk over. 

 

‘The two young boys won’t be much help in this fight, but maybe the creature that Quinn carries can 

help us.’ Leo thought. 

 

However, there was no way for them to communicate with it, Leo would just have to be happy for now 

that it was on their side. 

 

Now knowing that Remus had a few tricks up his sleeve, Leo went for a different approach. He swung his 

blade out, firing off a blood swipe. Silver did the same but not getting closer and tried to get her Doll to 

charge in. 

 

She knew her strings wouldn’t be strong enough to hold him, so she could only rely on her skills 

controlling the Doll. 

 

Remus avoided Leo’s strike, but he decided to take on the Doll’s six limbs which each held a sword in its 

hands. He hardened the outside of his body with the blood hardening skill and took the impact head on. 

 

The Doll was stronger than expected, as a few cuts appeared on his body, but this was never the goal in 

the first place, because right behind him, the Boneclaw had teleported and was striking down its claw on 

top of his head. 

 

Moving over to the side, Remus allowed for the claw to go through the side of his neck, but after digging 

in a few inches, it had stopped there. 

 

The group thought their three pronged attack had worked, but instead, a smile had appeared on Remus’ 

face. 

 



“You are not as strong as you were before. Why is that? Is it because your master isn’t here? Is this all 

the energy you can muster while on your own!” Remus shouted, and as if reacting to his shout, a red 

energy could be seen emanating from the wound, which had completely destroyed the Boneclaw’s claw. 

 

The arm has been hit and could no longer be seen. It was leaving behind a trail of mist and nothing else. 

It backed away, teleporting elsewhere, but Leo didn’t let up. He now was constantly throwing out blood 

strikes. He was being conservative before, for fear it would use up the blood in his body, but if he didn’t 

try something, they could all very well end up dying. 

 

Holding out his hands, Remus started to move them slightly, and at the same time, it looked as if the 

blood swipes moved as well. They eventually were thrown off course, and without Remus moving they 

crashed into the trees and floor around him. 

 

“You have no blood control, do you? Are you really a vampire knight?” Remus mocked. 

 

The doll Silver was controlling once again tried to attack Remus. This time, he didn’t use the blood 

hardening and allowed for the blades to pierce his body, creating several cuts all over from head to toe. 

 

Then, just like with the wound the Boneclaw had made, from all the wounds themselves they started to 

glow a faint red. The colour got brighter and brighter, eventually letting off a flash of red. 

 

The others turned away at the energy. Leo went over to the other two in the Tenth family spreading out 

his Qi, hoping to shield them from what might come. 

 

When the red aura and light dimmed, the Doll this time wasn’t just torn apart. It looked like it had been 

ripped into a million small little pieces. 

 

‘Our family’s sacred treasure was destroyed just like that.’ Silver thought, as she looked down at the 

pieces of the Doll. 

 

The situation was bad, and it looked like the original leader had another trick up his sleeve still. 

 



‘If I use my soul weapon, maybe I can take some of his energy and redirect it into me. With the Qi 

control, I should be able to make sure I don’t take too much of his energy to turn me into one of those 

beasts, but maybe that’s what’s needed to defeat him.’ Leo thought. 

 

He was thinking of anything to get out of the situation they were in. 

 

At that moment, the Boneclaw was seen standing next to Fex. It looked at him as if it wanted to say 

something, but no words had left its mouth until one had entered his head. 

 

‘Master, master!’ A high pitched voice was heard in Fex’s head. It was none other than his little 

companion known as Ham. ‘The Boneclaw, it says it wants you to call all the others to where you are?’ 

 

“What, and why would that be of any help?” Fex argued. 

 

With its hand that was uninjured, the Boneclaw lifted one single finger and started to draw a circle. 

Following its long finger, a purple line could be seen and when the line connected to its original starting 

point, what looked like a dark portal had opened. 

 

It was one no one had seen before though, and a colour unrecognisable to the others. 

 

Seeing this and thinking that the Boneclaw was at least on his side, he decided to call out to the others. 

 

“Everyone, get over here, come on quickly!” Fex shouted, and he was the first one to jump through the 

strange portal. 

 

Silver, picking up the large box, followed after her brother, soon running in, along with Nate and the last 

one, Leo. 

 

“Where do you think you’re going!” Remus shouted. The cuts on his body still hadn’t healed, but it 

looked like he was using his own blood to somehow power himself. He formed it into a blood net, and 

soon threw it out towards the portal everyone had jumped through. 

 



Seeing this, Leo resorted to one last thing. He sliced the ground beneath him quickly into a square and 

continued to run forward. Then when he was at the top half of the square he had cut, he slammed his 

foot down to create a wall between the two of them. 

 

The net sliced through the wall crumbling it, and when the wall fell, Remus could see no one. The others 

had escaped, the question was, where had they gone? 

 

On the other side of the portal the Boneclaw had created, they were all looking at the area they were in. 

It was one none of them had ever seen before. 

 

“It can’t be…” Silver said. “Are we in the…familiar world?” 
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The energy sensed from Remus was building up, and Leo could feel it. He knew that Remus still had a lot 

left in the tank even after fighting and using so many abilities. Although Leo and Silver weren’t hurt, it 

was hard to imagine them winning without getting seriously hurt in the process or losing something of 

importance. 

 

However, Leo was clear what their goal was, it was to bring back the vampire knight in one piece, not to 

defeat Remus. If he was on his own, then maybe he would use everything he had in his arsenal to try to 

defeat the person in front of him, only risking his own life. He had even considered that for a second, 

but the problem was what that would cost? 

 

Which was why, when he saw an out to their situation being created by the mysterious Boneclaw. He 

decided to take it. The energy that was coming from the portal was one similar to the familiar’s. It 

wasn’t a portal that he was used to or had seen before himself either. Knowing the creature belonged to 

Quinn, he thought it would do them no harm, or at least he hoped. 

 

When each of them went through, it worked the same as the other teleporters they had used. An odd 

feeling that only lasted for a few seconds before they were chucked into whatever was on the other 

side. This was when they found themselves in a place that was unrecognisable to any planet they had 

ever been on. They rubbed their eyes as they looked upon everything around them. 



 

Everything was covered in a green and blue hue that seemed to stem from the sky. It was reflecting onto 

the trees and the ground they stood on. Large mountainous terrains were spread everywhere, while the 

mystical colours could be seen floating about. Creatures were flying through the strange giant clouds 

that seemed to all be formed together, yet moved in a way that felt like it was its own. 

 

The creatures they could see, all were lit strangely as if they were surrounded by a glowing substance. It 

all seemed mystical. What stood out the most though, was what was floating about everywhere through 

the air. There were glowing balls the same size as a snowball. Millions surrounded them and spread out 

all over the place as far as they could see. 

 

Keeping an eye on the strange slow moving balls. It looked like when the creatures got close to these 

strange balls, that they would absorb them into their body. Temporally giving their body a greater glow. 

 

There was only one person who had the faintest idea where they could be, and that was Silver. 

Something she had studied, but she had only heard words being described of this place, so she was 

unsure. 

 

“This can’t be, is this the Familiar world?” She blurted out, trying to match it to what she had read in the 

past. Something that was discovered long ago by the tenth family’s original leader. He had written it 

down in his journal describing the place he had been to, but no one else had been to it, so others 

thought he may have made it up. Still, it was something that was gone through with students when 

learning about familiars. 

 

It was clear now that this place really did exist, and for some reason, the Boneclaw was able to bring 

them all here. 

 

“The familiar world? Is this another planet?” Nate asked. 

 

“If what I read is correct, this is not another planet. It’s almost as if we are in another universe different 

to our own, but also connected. This is where the familiars like the Boneclaw you saw before come 

from. This is where they rest and contracts are formed making a bridge between our two worlds.” Silver 

explained, although she didn’t feel like she was the best expert to explain this, for she really didn’t know 

what this place was really either. 

 



“If the Boneclaw could have done this, why didn’t it do this from the beginning to hide us then?” Fex 

asked. 

 

That was a question, that none of them knew and they wondered where even the Boneclaw was. 

 

“Hey!” Nate shouted. “Where are you!” 

 

Nate realised that to get out of this place, they would most likely need the Boneclaw to create a portal 

back as well, but the Boneclaw was nowhere to be seen. 

 

“What are you doing!” Silver shouted at Nate. “Are you an idiot, what if a familiar comes and attacks us? 

Not all of them are followers of vampires. In fact some of them love to fight and try to test their strength 

against vampires.” 

 

Of course, Nate knew nothing about familiars, so he was unaware and he felt like lately he had been 

getting scolded by Silver a lot. 

 

“I think we better hurry and find the Boneclaw. It won’t do us well to stay here for long.” Leo 

interrupted them. 

 

“What do you mean?” Fex asked. 

 

At that very moment, from each of them, a small ball of energy was seen lifting from their bodies, it 

looked almost identical to that of the small glowing balls they could see all around them. When it left 

their bodies it joined up with the other millions of balls of energy, they suddenly all felt a little weaker 

and lightheaded. 

 

“What just happened to us?” Silver said, grabbing her head. 

 

Leo was probably the only one that understood what was happening. For the energy that was leaving 

their body, was Qi. 

 



“What just left your body, was your Qi. What we also call it though, is life energy. I think I know why the 

Boneclaw didn’t bring us here. Because this world, the creatures here. They all feed off our life energy. If 

we stay here too long, soon all the Qi will escape from our bodies, and when it eventually runs out, it 

will start to take our life force as well.” Leo explained. 

 

Maybe they wouldn’t have believed Leo’s words, or trusted him too much before the light had left their 

bodies, but they had all felt it, and linking the two, they could see what he had said made sense. 

 

The problem was, what direction should they go in? There wasn’t a clear path anywhere, and 

everywhere looked almost the same. 

 

“The mask doesn’t seem to be working here either, so we can’t contact Quinn.” Nate said with the mask 

in his hand, which he had summoned from his shadow. 

 

“The good thing is our abilities still work in this world , but we are on a time limit.” Closing his eyes, Leo 

started to try to spread his ability as far as possible so he could sense everything around them. Hoping 

to find the Boneclaw this way. 

 

Doing this, he was unable to see the finer details, and if other things were to attack them that were 

close, it was possible that he would be unaware of them, but with the others around him he thought it 

was quite safe to do this. 

 

Opening his eyes, it seemed like there was some good news. 

 

“The creatures from this world, or familiars as you call them. They all seem to be heading to one place, 

as if something had caught their interest. Maybe that is the Boneclaw, or it could be something else 

altogether. I usually would say it was unsafe to go towards the dangerous unknown. But we don’t really 

have the time to be wandering around this area either.” 

 

“Agreed.” Silver said, and soon all of them were heading off towards where the familiars were heading. 

 

Letting the others walk in front, Leo decided to walk at the back of the group. What he didn’t inform the 

others about, was he had sensed one of the familiars following them from behind. It wasn’t one he had 

felt before, and it stayed a distance away from them, as if it was curious. 



 

For the time being Leo would leave it, as they continued their journey, ready to face it if necessary. 

 

What Leo didn’t know, was the familiar wasn’t interested in the group. It was interested, in him. 
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The group continued to travel being directed by Leo. They passed many giant mushrooms that were as 

large as trees, that had yellow or green tints. Small little familiar bugs scurried everywhere across the 

floor. 

 

Eventually, they no longer needed Leo to guide them because they could see many of the creatures 

heading a certain way. It was as if they all hurried towards a big event to the point that they all ignored 

these outsiders. 

 

Just then, Nate saw what resembled a large deer go past them, but it didn’t look like just any regular old 

deer. This one had antlers that were two times the size of its body towering over it’s head. 

 

“So are familiars something all vampires can get?” Nate asked, after developing an interest in the 

surrounding creatures. 

 

“It seems to require a certain aptitude, yet there are not many who want one in the first place.” Silver 

replied. “Vampire knights can choose to connect with a familiar through a ceremony, which opens the 

link between this world and our world. We offer them a drop of our blood, so they can sense our 

power.” 

 

“The familiars are not supposed to reveal the secrets of their world, so while we don’t really know things 

for certain we can speculate. Those familiars that wish to form a bond, will fight over each other and the 

winner eventually forms the contract with the vampire who had initiated the ceremony.” 

 

“Then what about your brother? How come he’s got that flying bull when he’s not a vampire knight?” 

Nate questioned. 



 

Hearing this, Fex touched his earring as it started to vibrate a little. Ham clearly knew they were talking 

about him. 

 

‘So you’re my familiar, huh, I wonder how I got you?’ 

 

“As a rite of passage direct descendants also go through a ceremony to connect with a familiar. The 

chances for one appearing are quite low, although there have been cases when direct descendants 

managed to get familiars later on in their life, despite none appearing during that first ceremony. It’s 

unclear why, and the most popular theory in that regard is that either one can somehow gain the 

necessary aptitude to summon one.” 

 

“Rarely there are also cases where familiars appear on their own in our world. We don’t really know 

how this happens but they also can connect with vampires of their choosing. My brother is such a 

special case, where Ham appeared on his own before Fex came of age for the rite of passage.” Silver 

explained. 

 

“That being said, I can see that you seem to d.e.s.i.r.e to contract one, but you really shouldn’t. The 

reason they are not popular even among regular vampires who would be able to connect with familiars 

is because many have died because of their familiars.” 

 

“They are quite strange. Each one is unique when deciding what they are attracted to. When you make a 

contract it’s almost as if you don’t hold up your end of the deal, it will try to kill you.” 

 

Listening to Silver speak, and looking at the familiars, Nate was wondering just how strong they were? 

He knew that beasts had their own power ranking with some having almighty power, so was it the same 

for these familiars? If they could kill vampires then they had to have some strength, and the Boneclaw 

from earlier was definitely stronger than himself. 

 

It was safe to say, if they did get into a fight, underestimating the familiars was not a good idea. Their 

journey so far had been relatively safe, although they saw many different types of familiars pass by them 

and come up close through the mushroom forest, not one of them seemed to be aggressive. 

 

‘So Ham, is this really the world where you came from?’ Fex asked, wanting to know more about his 

little companion that had helped him. 



 

‘Kinda.” Ham replied. ‘Our world is large, and this is the first time I’ve been to this area. Besides, I hardly 

come back here. When I’m resting in your earring, I can choose to see what you see, or head back here 

until you call me, but I choose to look after my master. Besides, your world is way more interesting than 

anything that is going on here.’ 

 

‘Then do you have any idea why all the familiars are going somewhere?’ Fex asked. 

 

‘I have no idea, but maybe they felt something. I could come out and try to see, but I’m a little worried 

that If I do come out of the earring then I will act just like them, and what if I get split up from you 

again?’ Ham replied. 

 

It was clear that Ham and Fix shared a good bond. It looked like he would have to treat his little familiar 

to something once they returned. 

 

Suddenly, vibrations through the ground could be felt, the mushrooms heads seemed to shrivel slightly 

as if they were reacting to what was happening. The vibrations continued one after another as if 

something large was walking. 

 

It was clear whatever it was had quite some weight to it, which was strange considering the size they 

had seen of everything before, but then they all could finally see what was heading their way. 

 

Towering over the giant mushrooms was a creature of titanic proportions. It walked on all fours and was 

three times bigger than an African elephant. What was most notable was it’s long winding neck like that 

of the old dinosaurs and its large single ready eye with two horns sticking out of its head. 

 

“That things enormous!” Nate couldn’t help but say. “If that was a beast it looks like it would at least be 

a demon tier beast! It’s almost as big as the giant crab we fought.” 

 

“How foolish are you?” Asked Silver. “You can’t base everything on size alone. There are plenty of beasts 

that are small yet far more powerful than you would think, so just because one is large doesn’t mean it 

has the strength or speed to match it.” 

 



It was very true, especially since humanoid beasts that were the same size as humans were said to be 

the strongest. Still, even though Silver spoke her words, she had to admit there did seem to be some 

strong power radiating off of it, as it glowed more than the others and the floating balls were quickly 

being absorbed by the large beast. 

 

In the middle of their small argument, once again they felt something pulling away from their bodies. 

Their heads started to feel light headed and then another ball of energy escaped from each and every 

one of them. 

 

By now, the beast wasn’t too far away from them, and the ball of glowing energy that had left their 

bodies, started to immediately head towards the large beast. Just like all the other balls of energy, it’s 

large body absorbed them and it started to glow. 

 

However, as soon as it did, it looked down to where the energy had come from. 

 

“It seems to like the taste, and now wants seconds!” Fex started to panic. 

 

The long neck started to swoop down towards them, diving down like a snake flying through the air. 

Seeing this, each one of them relied on themselves, but they were all feeling a little weak after just 

having some of their energy taken away from them. 

 

‘If I fight using Qi, then it will only mean my demise will be quicker.’ Leo thought about grabbing his 

sword, trying to think of the best option, but it seemed like he wouldn’t need to act. 

 

The energy that had been following them, the small but powerful energy started to hop between the 

smaller mushrooms. Going from one to the other at a great speed. It eventually hopped onto the largest 

mushroom in the area, and when the beast’s head was close, it leapt up to meet it. 

 

“What’s that little black thing?” Nate asked. 

 

It was quite hard to see from a distance, but what was obvious was the size difference. It looked like a 

mouse going up against a cat, when finally a small paw was placed on the giant familiar’s head. A pulse 

of energy was felt as ripples were seen going through the air, sending the beast’s head away. 

 



The small black object landed back on the mushrooms and it looked like the large family was now 

continuing off on its way to where it was going once before. 

 

‘Did that little thing just save us?’ Nate wondered. 

 

The small black object started to hop from mushroom to mushroom, and eventually was running 

towards the group, noticing that they got startled and got ready for battle. 

 

“Don’t draw your weapons! It’s not planning to hurt us!” Leo held them back. 

 

They were unsure though, but it wasn’t like they could stop it if they could, as it ran past all of them, 

only to hop on the top of Leo’s shoulder. 

 

Soon, sat on top of Leo’s bald head, seemingly claiming the spot for itself. 

 

“Meow.” The cat went, l.i.c.k.i.n.g it’s paw. 

 

“A cat?” Fex blurted out, able to see that familiar was a black cat, with big eyes, and a small red slit 

down the middle of it’s forehead. 

 

“Well, it looks like someone wants to make a contract?” Silver pointed out, giving Leo a smile. 
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All the others were staring at what was lying on top of Leo’s head. They were looking his way and 

couldn’t keep their eyes off of it, although Leo couldn’t tell this. There was no reaction from their auras 

after all, but the reason for them doing such a thing was simple. It was because they were looking at 

what had decided to lie its fat body on top of Leo’s head. 

 

It had spread its body wide and had its two large paws dangling on top of Leo’s forehead just shy of 

reaching his eyebrows. 



 

The others seeing this, we’re all thinking along similar lines. ‘Cute,’ They thought. 

 

“Hey Leo, you do know what’s on top of your head right now, right?” Nate asked. “I mean, I know you 

can’t see, but you should still be able to feel it.” 

 

Leo’s reaction to the whole thing was what had startled them the most. He didn’t move, he didn’t try to 

attack the creature, and he acted as if everything was completely normal. 

 

“Of course, I can feel it,” Leo replied, which was a relief to the others when he said this. “I know it has 

been following us for a while, but just like humans, creatures emit a different aura when they are 

preparing to attack. This little one has been following us for a while now, and it has no intention of 

harming us. Although I have to admit, I never thought that it would end up protecting us.” 

 

Those words reminded them that although the cat looked cute now, yawning and lying on top of Leo’s 

bald head, it just managed to repel a giant beast with a single paw. Making Silver’s point from before, 

very valid. That it wasn’t the size of the creatures that mattered. 

 

“Well, it just means this familiar is very special. Do you know what it is?” Nate asked, turning to Silver, 

the knowledge dropper of the group. 

 

She didn’t mind explaining things. Since her teacher days, she was used to it, and Nate actually was her 

student at one point. Which was probably why Nate found it natural to ask her questions. 

 

“No, I’m afraid I don’t. But you have to remember, the familiar world is large, just as large as ours. There 

may be even more familiars than humans, and amongst them, there will be special ones. We have 

familiars that we know of and have recorded, but I can’t say I have them all to memory, nor do I know 

which this one is.” Silver explained. 

 

At that moment, the cat finally looked like it had finished taking its little rest and hopped down from 

Leo’s head. Now it was on the floor, on all of its fours. The others could see that the cat was quite fat. It 

had a large round body, making its head look relatively small, but this just made its appearance even 

cuter. 

 



“What a fat cat,” Fex commented. 

 

Immediately, The cat turned its head and held out its paw. Seeing this and remembering what happened 

earlier, Fex flinched and held his arms up to protect himself. Closing his eyes, after a few seconds, he felt 

nothing. 

 

When he looked back at the cat, it was simply just liking its paw, then what appeared to be a grin on the 

cat’s face appeared. 

 

‘No, did that cat just trick me?’ 

 

For that to have happened, the familiar must have had a good grasp on the human language and at the 

same time have a high level of intelligence. 

 

Its next set of movements were strange, the paw it was l.i.c.k.i.n.g until now, it suddenly dug one of its 

sharp teeth that looked like a fang into it. Blood was now pouring from the paw. It held it upwards and 

was holding it towards Leo. 

 

“I was right. It looks like the familiar is looking to make a contract.” Said Silver. “Although it’s not the 

conventional way, it seems insistent.” 

 

Leo looked at the cat for a few seconds and stared at its two eyes, not looking away. It was as if the two 

were locked in a battle where neither one of them could blink. 

 

“Leo has won this battle, that’s for sure,” Nate whispered to Fex. “How can ‘He’ Lose a staring 

competition?” 

 

Drawing his sword, Leo hovered it an inch above his own finger. 

 

“What is it that you want in return, and how do you know I will be the one to give you what you are 

looking for?” Leo asked. 

 



The others heard nothing, but in reality, the two of them were speaking to each other, as the cat was 

able to send its voice directly to Leo so only he could hear. 

 

“You have a d.e.s.i.r.e stronger than I have ever felt before. Even now, you are filled with energy, all for 

the sake of improving yourself. I never thought I would meet a human that would match my taste. 

Several drops of blood have entered the familiar world, all of them so dull and straightforward, your’s is 

interesting. 

 

“As long as your d.e.s.i.r.e stays strong, I and you will not have a problem, and you will be helped out in 

many ways to come. We, familiars, live a simple life, and we don’t ask for much. Besides, without my 

help, you all will not survive this place. For helping you, all I ask is to come with you.” 

 

Most of what the familiar said, he did not care about, but the last words were what had affected Leo the 

most. 

 

“What is your name?” Leo asked. 

 

“My name is Ovinnik, just remember to always have your d.e.s.i.r.e, or things could go very wrong.” 

 

Having heard enough, Leo moved his blade an inch, making a cut on his thumb. A trickle of blood started 

to fall, and immediately the familiars in the area started to turn their way. 

 

However, slamming its paw onto the ground, another pulse of energy was sent outward, and the others 

soon stopped. They ignored them, continuing to go onward to their destination. 

 

Leo and the cat walked closer together until eventually, both wounds had touched each other and 

finally, they could feel an exchange of energies within each other. A few seconds later, and the cat 

started to glow brightly until it had disappeared and now, on Leo’s forehead, between his eyebrows just 

slightly above, he had a black circle appear. 

 

“Although I do not know what or who that familiar is, it certainly seems you have made a strong ally that 

will help us in the future.” Silver said with a smile. 

 



‘Where’s my familiar!’ Nate complained and wanted to shout out. ‘Give me something cool like that 

deer from earlier or something.’ 

 

Alas, it seemed like nothing was interested in Nate. 

 

“Let’s go,” Leo ordered. “It says what we are looking for is in this direction.” 

 

The others didn’t argue, they knew that Leo and his new familiar must have been communicating, and 

the cat seemed to be directing them in the same direction as they were heading in any way, along with 

all the beasts. 

 

Soon though, the terrain started to change as they left the mushroom forest, and the purple skies had 

gone dark, turning into a black grey colour. They were now at the base of a large mountain in front of 

them, and there were no signs of other life anywhere in the area. 

 

Stepping out from the forest, they could see hundreds of different sized familiars all heading over to one 

place, and now they were part of this group as well. 

 

‘You’re telling me, not one of these guys is interested in partnering up with me?’ Nate continued to 

think about it, but he soon stopped as they could finally see what they were looking for. 

 

Up ahead, all the creatures had stopped and were gathered around something. In what looked similar to 

a type of throne made from bones, sitting down was none other than the Boneclaw. 

 

All of the familiars were heading to the undead king, to give their respects as he had returned to this 

area in a long time. 
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Standing on the open black hard ground, they could see that the area was covered with familiars of all 

different shapes and sizes. 



 

They had formed a semi circle roughly ten meters away from where the Boneclaw was sitting. 

 

“This is crazy, they seem to be treating the Boneclaw like some sort of king.” Nate noted, amazed and a 

little bit jealous of the treatment. 

 

Their group were in the middle of thousands of familiars and they hadn’t taken a step forward just like 

the rest of them, for fear they would be doing something out of place. 

 

“I thought it was just a nickname, but it looks like it might be a deserved title instead.” Silver mumbled 

to herself. 

 

“What name is that?” Nate just had to ask. 

 

“The Undead King.” 

 

Finally, it looked like something was happening, as one familiar stepped out amongst all the familiars 

and started to walk towards the Boneclaw. 

 

It was the large antler deer they had seen earlier. When half a meter in front of the throne, it bowed its 

head slightly. The faint glow around its body started to brighten bit by bit. 

 

Soon after a white glowing ball came out from the deer and flew towards the Boneclaw. 

 

The deer repeated this process several times and when it stopped the initial glow around the creature’s 

body had dimmed to a level where it was barely visible. 

 

Soon after it quickly left the scene heading back to its space and when it did the surrounding balls in the 

area were being attracted to the deer. Once it had absorbed a few of them the deer regained its glow 

once again. 

 



After the deer had left the next familiar stepped forwards and did the same. More and more familiars 

joined. Without seemingly speaking to each other they orderly came forwards and offered up the 

shining balls to the Boneclaw who kep absorbing them. 

 

Seeing everything Leo was trying to guess what was happening. 

 

‘The balls of energy, I thought they looked and felt familiar but now it’s starting to make a little more 

sense.’ He thought. ‘They are exactly the same as QI, which also explains why what comes out of our 

bodies is QI as well. The QI is able to be absorbed into their bodies unlike ours. Is this why they have a 

fascination with connecting to the Human World, but then why have the familiars chosen to make 

contact with the vampires?’ 

 

From what Leo had learnt so far Vampires didn’t seem too knowledgeable about QI in general. In fact, 

he had yet to meet a single vampire that knew about it and when he had tried to teach the vampire 

students they had been unable to. 

 

Of course, there weren’t many humans that knew about it either but from his experience they had 

varying degrees of potential in allowing it to grow in their bodies. 

 

After a few of the familiars had finished going forward they had eventually stopped and for the first time 

the Boneclaw stood up from its seat. 

 

It’s menacing size was apparent and it was clear he had an overbearing power here. 

 

‘This guy, how dare he act like he owns this place? He didn’t even ask me for permission before taking 

everyone’s power.’ A voice spoke inside Leo’s head. It wasn’t hard for him to figure out who it belonged 

to, since he had already heard it not long ago. 

 

‘From the way you’re speaking, am I correct in assuming that you are actually the leader of this place?’ 

Leo asked the black cat that had disappeared after leaving the black mark on his forehead. 

 

‘Indeed and you have even correctly assumed that it’s ‘just’ this place. As far as I know you have several 

leaders in charge of different territories as well. He’s lucky that he came across my territory and I’m in a 



good mood since I met you because of his actions. If he had tried this in any of the other places, there 

would be hell to pay.” 

 

“Especially for him as he is right now. I have seen him a couple of times, but this is the first time he 

seems so… weak. Has the person he contracted with not let him fulfill his d.e.s.i.r.e? Maybe he didn’t 

choose the best person this time.’ 

 

The cat sure was talkative, but Leo was happy about it, since he had been able to learn a lot. The 

Boneclaw that Quinn had obtained and the black cat that Leo obtained, both of them appeared to be 

strong powerful figures in the Familiar World. 

 

However, Leo found it strange that the cat claimed that the Boneclaw was weak. He had seen it help the 

others and it certainly didn’t seem like something that could be described as such. It also made Leo 

question just how powerful it was under normal circ.u.mstances… 

 

Looking at the Boneclaw standing up, this was when the others realised something different about him 

compared to the rest of the familiers. 

 

It lacked the faint glow around its body. It looked just like they had seen it in their world. 

 

It started to raise its hand, and at the same time all of the families in the area started to light up. Soon 

glowing balls of light started escaping their bodies. He now had enough energy to show some of his 

power and all of the balls of energy were heading his way. 

 

They entered him one by one, energizing him. 

 

‘So that’s why he is in that sorry state.’ The cat commented. ‘It takes a lot of energy to force open a rift 

between our two worlds and right now he’s gathering energy to send you guys back. I wonder why he’s 

trying so much for all of you? Oh well, it’s better for me in the end since he hasn’t asked to borrow my 

power.’ Although Leo couldn’t see it, he could hear how smug and satisfied it sounded. 

 

With one of its long dangling fingers the Boneclaw held out, it pointed towards Fex who was in the 

crowd. 

 



At this moment, not knowing what was going on, Fex started to sweat nervously. 

 

“Have I just been selected for some sacrifice ritual or something?” Fex asked looking at the others for 

help and eventually stared at Nate thinking he would be a better choice. 

 

“Hey what the hell?! Don’t throw me under the bus!” Nate could practically read Fex’ thoughts… after 

all, he would have done the same. 

 

“He will not harm us.” Leo assured them. “He is trying to send us all back.” 

 

Eventually Silver was the one who gave Fex a nudge, and was following straight behind him. 

 

The others soon moved forward and with their support he felt less nervous. Not knowing everything and 

at the same time learning so much that was new to him as experiences he didn’t want to forget. 

 

When Fex arrived in front of the Boneclaw he knelt down unconsciously. He didn’t know why he did it, it 

just felt right to him to kneel in front of the creature. 

 

It then touched the earring on his ear. After it dangled in place for a few seconds, it lit up and Ham 

appeared in front of them. 

 

“Please don’t take all my energy away!” Ham pleaded immediately, begging and kneeling on the floor. “I 

only have a little bit of energy and if it’s taken away this little bull will die!” 

 

“Huh? Oh you just want me to speak to them for you? Haha, that’s great thenm sure I can do that!” Ham 

said as he stood up and his mood had changed in an instant. 

 

There were a few nods here and there from Ham and he turned around to speak to the others. 

 

“His Majesty says, ‘I have fulfilled my promise by protecting you all, but I will not be able to do it again. I 

will be sending you all back but I must remain here to gather more energy before I can return.'” 

 



“Creating a portal here I can send you back to the same world, but it won’t be to the exact same spot 

that we left. I can only promise you that you will end up on the same planet.” 

 

“Don’t make all my efforts be wasted in vain, live!” 

 

It didn’t look like there was much time to decide anything as the Boneclaw drew a circle in the air, which 

appeared on the ground surrounding them. 

 

It was time for all of them to head back. 
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Although the tale Leo and Silver had told so far was amazing and beyond what they could have ever 

imagined, it didn’t explain what Silver meant by her words, saying that Bryce wouldn’t attack and how 

something bigger was on the horizon. 

 

Little did they know that this was because it was only the first half of their story and there was still a lot 

to go from when they had returned. 

 

It was explained further by Ham that when they had moved to the Familiar World they had also moved 

from the position they had entered as well. Although the Boneclaw could have gone back, and opted a 

portal up there time wasn’t on their side. 

 

If two more energy balls were to escape from their bodies, then it would possibly be life threatening. As 

such they had no choice but to go through the portal that had been created and hope for the best. The 

Vampire World was not exactly the smallest, so they could only rely on luck to end up somewhere near 

the Vampire settlement. 

 

Going through the portal only took a few seconds, and when they arrived it was as expected. They were 

in the forest but there was nothing resembling where they had come from, and nothing to tell where 

they had ended up. 

 



“I feel different. Oh, his Majesty, the Boneclaw king is no longer with me!” Ham shouted as he flapped 

his wings, happy to be free. The rest couldn’t share his enthusiasm. 

 

“But didn’t that Boneclaw protect us?” Fex pointed out the reason for their disgruntlement. “If we run 

into that vampire again from last time, it will be really difficult for us. We can’t escape.” 

 

“I don’t think the Boneclaw would have been able to help us a second time in any case.” Leo stated. “It 

must have used up a lot of energy creating those two portals, otherwise it would have returned with 

us.” 

 

“So is that the last time we will see that thing?” Nate asked. 

 

Truthfully, Leo didn’t know, but he had a feeling it would be the last time. There had to be a reason why 

such a powerful being wanted to stay in the Human World, and it hadn’t really appeared to be the type 

to help them out of the kindness of its soul. 

 

‘Finally! How long has it been since I have been here?’ The cat purred inside of Leo’s mind. ‘It’s so rare 

to find someone with your quality of Qi, no wonder that Bonehead had stayed here for so long. I’d love 

to taste some, but I will leave it alone for now. I don’t want you dying in the middle of nowhere, since 

you might need your strength.’ 

 

Silver, who had been carrying the large casket on her back the whole time, placed it on the ground, and 

opened it up. She was worried that their little captive might have been damaged when they had gone to 

the other world, but she was wriggling about tied up showing full well she still had strength. 

 

Still, the others could tell that the energy inside her had also been s.u.c.k.e.d away. All of them were 

currently weaker and not at full fighting strength, 

 

Using what they could, Ham flew up high in the sky and tried to tell the others what he could see. Silver 

had done some exploration in the past, so if they spotted some sort of landmark maybe they could find 

their way out. 

 

“Mountains, smaller mountains, scary looking mountains.” Ham kept naming them all as he saw them. 

 



“Anything else, Ham?!” Fex shouted from below. 

 

“Did I already mention the mountains? Hang on, there is something there..” Ham corrected himself as 

he noticed something else a little behind a mountain. Flying back down, Ham delivered the news. 

 

He first described the different types of mountains but nothing seemed to give Silver any idea of their 

current location, except for the next thing the flying bull described. 

 

“It looked like a giant dome created from the ground, but the centre of it was all cracked. It didn’t look 

natural, that’s all I’m saying.” Ham reported. 

 

The group needed to make a decision, head towards the stage man built object, or split up in different 

directions to return to the centre once they had found something. 

 

“Split up? Did none of you guys ever watch any movies?” Nate complained. “If we split up, they’ll get 

killed off one by one and knowing my luck I’ll end up being the first one!” 

 

Hearing Nate speak out about it, while they didn’t think it would be as drastic as he had described, they 

decided against splitting up and with no better idea they headed towards the dome. 

 

While on the way, Nate would constantly try and get in contact back at the base, but now it seemed like 

everyone in their base was currently busy all at the same time. It just made them feel tense about the 

situation, and rush forward. 

 

Leo placed his hand out against the top part of the dome, and made a sign for the whole group to stop. 

 

“I can sense vampires.” 

 

“All the way out here, in the middle of nowhere? But it makes no sense we aren’t even close to the 

waterfall?” Silver wondered. 

 



“But that original vampire guy didn’t come from the waterfall!” Fex argued. “He had to have come from 

somewhere else, right? What if this is where they’re hiding right now?” 

 

Leo was quite confident that it wasn’t the case, at least that the man they had met before wasn’t here. 

Somehow he had known where they were, and Leo wondered if it had anything to do with their 

prisoner. 

 

“Make sure, she doesn’t hear or see anything.” Leo warned, and soon the Vampire’s knight’s ears were 

plugged up with cotton balls made of string as well. 

 

With Leo’s ability, he should be able to sense anyone else before they sensed them. The group decided 

to continue forwards with Silver being the most keen. 

 

Hearing what Fex had said, just made her want to find out if it was true or not. She wanted to bring back 

as much information as possible as they could. 

 

Using Leo’s ability, they took a path that would Delbert avoid the vampires that seen. However, 

foolowing them as they got closer to the dome they needed to follow them from behind. 

 

Finally, they could see the crater in front of them, but were unable to see what was inside from the top. 

They could see two female vampires, holding a male vampire walking towards the dome. 

 

“Hey, is it just me or does it look like they’re treating that man like a prisoner?” Nate asked. 

 

It was true, they could see that both the females were practically dragging the male vampire by his 

arms, as if he had been passed out and his legs dragging on the floor. 

 

“What is this place? They’re wearing the castle uniform, so they must be from the settlement, but were 

nowhere near the settlement.” Silver said. 

 

When they entered the dome, the door they had gone through closed behind them, and the way Silver 

was shuffling her feet it was clear she wanted to follow them inside. 

 



“After what we encountered last time, we need to be more careful. Especially with the state we’re in.” 

Leo cautioned, closing his eyes as he spread his ability one more time, to get an idea of what was inside 

the strange place. 

 

Straight away, Leo could sense multiple auras, many of them similar but at the same time a lot of them 

different, and it wasn’t just a few, there were more auras then that at the Bloodsucker base in the 

waterfall. 

 

However, something was strange about them, some felt weak and weren’t moving about much. 

 

“What did you see?” Silver asked. 

 

Leo explained what he could see, and the others couldn’t really figure it out much either. 

 

“So, there isn’t anyone strong that we can’t take on in there?” Nate asked. 

 

Leo nodded, but it looked like he had one more thing on his mind he wanted to say. 

 

“About one of the auras I felt, it was exactly the same as one of the auras at the tenth castle. Someone 

inside has the same aura as Alex.” 
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A blood fairy was an illegal subclass. If one was created, it was the leader’s responsibility to get rid of it 

on site. If that didn’t happen, then the vampires could only assume you were not only going against their 

wishes, but was plotting something against the vampire settlement. 

 

These subclasses were explained to have a high potential to either be used against them or ruin the 

current lives the vampires had built up for themselves at the moment. 

 

“Same as Alex, who’s Alex?” Silver asked, confused. 



 

Of course, Nate and Leo knew what they were talking about, but Silver didn’t. Alex’s existence was 

unknown to her, and she wasn’t part of the tenth family. Even if she was Fex’s sister, if she found out, 

there was always the risk she would tell her father or someone else and get them in trouble. 

 

In all honesty, not Even Leo really knew who Alex was that well either. Only that he was a special 

subclass vampire that had created his weapon. After seeing the way the vampire from earlier reacted, 

he was starting to understand why Quinn had asked him to keep it a secret. 

 

“There are quite a few subclass vampires inside.” Leo continued, ignoring Silver’s question. “If we take 

what we saw earlier, assuming they are taking prisoners inside, I don’t think the best of things is 

happening inside. A facility disguised behind a mountain, out in the middle of nowhere away from the 

vampire settlement?” 

 

“It certainly feels like they are hiding something.” Said Fex. 

 

It was clear that quite a few of them wanted to know what was inside, but they would need to be 

careful if they were to investigate. Suppose it was true that the eighth family was involved. In that case, 

it means as soon as they saw them coming, they would be able to send a message to the others almost 

immediately. With the state they were in now if someone like the last person they had met was called, 

they probably wouldn’t survive. 

 

So instead, they decided to rest for the night. Their bodies needed to recover what was taken from 

them. Yes, they would try to avoid being seen, but it would most likely mean another showdown if they 

were seen. 

 

They took it in turns resting as they kept an eye on the dome. It was too large to see all the sides of the 

dome, so they just looked at where the other three vampires had entered from. Eventually, while it was 

Silver’s watch, she could see the two girls who had entered leaving but without the man. 

 

‘Heading back to the vampire settlement?’ 

 

Placing the large box on her back down, she decided to follow them from quite the distance. She inched 

closer and closer as a test, and eventually, she realised that the two of them weren’t at the level of a 

vampire knight. If they were, Leo would have sensed it, and they would have discovered her by now. 



 

She followed them in their general direction for a while through the forest until eventually, she could 

see it. She recognised one of the mountains that could be seen from the castles if one was to lookout. 

The two girls were definitely heading back to the settlement. 

 

She tried to inch closer to them. If they were vampires from the settlement, then they would have an 

emblem on their clothing stating what family they were from. Silver mainly was travelling up high 

through the trees, but having taken one step too close, the two girls turned around. 

 

“Did you hear something?” They asked. 

 

“There are beasts on this planet, so hearing something isn’t that uncommon.” The other replied, and the 

two continued on the journey. 

 

Coming out from behind one of the tree trunks, Silver realised that she couldn’t get any closer without a 

confrontation. 

 

‘If they were able to sense me from that far, then they would have had to at least be at the noble level. 

So the leader involved is willing to work with their inner castle vampires. This whole thing smells rotten.’ 

 

Returning quickly, Silver was worried that she had left her post when she was meant to make sure the 

others were okay while they were sleeping. Upon returning though, she noticed that Leo was already 

awake and was leaning up against a tree. 

 

“Did you find out what you needed to?” He asked. 

 

“Yeah, I did, I found our way back, but we need to check out that facility first. Those two girls seemed 

scared.” Silver said as she looked towards the two boys who were fast asleep, as if there wasn’t a care in 

the world. “Thanks for looking after them. Feel free to go sleep; you couldn’t have gotten much.” 

 

“I didn’t sleep much before as a human, and it’s even worse now as a vampire. Besides, we have more 

lookouts compared to before.” Leo pointed to the top of his head, directly at the circle ring. 

 



It was actually the cat that had informed Leo that Silver had gone off somewhere. 

 

After the two boys had woken up, they didn’t see anyone else enter or leave, so it was time for the two 

of them to enter. 

 

Walking up, they noticed that security was very minimal, almost as if there was none at all. 

 

‘I guess if they are vampires from one of the thirteen families, they can’t just leave when they want like 

the Bloodsuckers.’ Silver thought. 

 

Leo noticed something as well. He still found it strange that those that he could sense hadn’t moved. It 

was as if they were locked up. There was no door to enter the dome, just part of the wall had been 

almost cracked to look like a cave entrance. 

 

Leo suggested it was safe for them to all walkthrough, and so they did. They entered the cave-like tunnel 

and could hear the sound of screaming and groaning echoing through the tunnel’s walls. 

 

“Hey, should we really be walking towards those noises?” Fex asked. 

 

Eventually, they had reached the end of the tunnel, but it wasn’t the end of the groaning. Leo could 

sense that in a large circle shape as large as the dome itself, different types of energy spread out around 

and leading upwards. 

 

Ham was the first to be sent ahead. If they spotted him, most would think it was just a weak beast. After 

leaving the tunnel and looking around, he returned. 

 

“I would say it’s pretty safe for you guys to go ahead, but be prepared for what you’re about to see.” 

Said, Ham. 

 

They trusted Ham, a little, but it wasn’t until Leo said he said it would be okay as well that the group 

continued to move forward. When they had exited from the tunnel, Leo and the others could finally 

understand what he was seeing. 

 



This facility was one giant prison. The centre of the dome was flat ground that looked to be mostly 

destroyed, and it made the whole place look almost like an arena, but instead of an arena full of crowds, 

it was one full of prisoners. 

 

Spread across the edge of the dome were prison cells, each with one person locked behind them. 

 

“What do they want to do with all these people?” Fex asked. 

 

“That’s what we are here to find out.” Silver replied. As she started to walk around the edge past each of 

the prison cells. They saw nearly every type of human subclass possible. The groans and screams were 

coming from them, but as they tried to speak or reach out, their minds seemed wholly broken down. 

 

They were unresponsive to the group’s calls or presence. 

 

“A blood fairy!” Silver said in shock. “They have a blood fairy!” 

 

Nate looked at it. Its appearance was similar to Alex, but it was a sad sight to see. It looked like its wings 

had been pinned down to the floor, only allowing one to move its body. And the blood fairy eyes looked 

dead. 

 

“What family is behind all of this? Why are they keeping so many different subclasses here!” Silver said, 

speaking out loud. 

 

Eventually, they had stumbled across a man that seemed saner, as he responded to them, running up to 

the bars and grabbing them. 

 

“I’m sorry for whatever I’ve done, but please let me out!” He cried. 

 

This one was a regular vampire and was the only regular vampire they had seen so far. Judging by the 

fact that he wasn’t as worn down like the others, they guessed that he was the one that had been 

brought in not too long ago. 

 



“I’m sorry, but please, I don’t remember anything!” The man screamed. 

 

These words from the man, meant far more than they realised. 

 

“What do you mean, you can’t remember anything?” Fex asked while gulping. 

 

The man touched his head. 

 

“My memories, who I am, where I am or what this place is, they are all gone!” 
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The group asked the man as many questions as they could, but as expected, it was a lost cause. He 

couldn’t remember anything, so he had no way of answering their inquiries. Still, his particular situation 

reminded them a lot of how Kazz and Fex were when they first had found them. 

 

However, the strangest thing was how the man was even unable to remember how he had ended up in 

his cell. Even after telling him two girls had brought him here, it didn’t jog anything in his brain. Silver 

was hoping that he could at least describe what he had seen on their uniform, but it was all hopeless. 

 

“Wait, where are you going? Are you not going to set me free?!” He shouted as the group continued on 

their way. 

 

“If we did that, then the others would know that we were here. Have you lost your common sense as 

well as your memories?” Silver questioned him harshly. 

 

“But you can’t just do this! After seeing all this, if you leave, you are just as bad as them!” The man 

continued to shout, pulling at the bars. He was desperate, but the main reason why he felt like this was 



because of how all the others around him were acting. He knew he would end up the same if nothing 

was done. 

 

“When those guys return, I’ll tell them that I saw you anyway, so you might as well let me out!” 

 

Still, the group continued to ignore him and continued on their way. 

 

“Hey, what if he really tells them about us? Won’t that be trouble for us?” Nate asked. 

 

“Don’t worry, on the way back, we can deal with him, and as Leo said, there doesn’t seem to be anyone 

to guard this place. They should be rather confident in their cells and hiding place.” Silver replied. 

 

Fex looked a little down after talking with the man. After all, he could relate to not having any memories 

and nobody explaining what was going on. Luckily, he had been important enough for people to come to 

his rescue. As for the man and everyone else in this facility, even if they had someone looking for them, 

how likely was it that those possessed the necessary strength?. 

 

“I know what you’re thinking, but we can’t help them.” Leo said. “At least not yet. Think about what 

would happen if we did. A lot of these subclasses would probably just get killed if they were to appear in 

the Vampire settlement. After we find out what is going on and that it won’t put our or peoples’ lives in 

danger, then we can act.” 

 

Leo knew full well what acting before knowing all the small details could result in. He had once lost 

everyone he had cared about because of it. 

 

After going past every single one of the cells, they had come across a couple more subclasses that 

seemed a bit saner then the others they had met. They could be communicated with but were close to a 

breaking point. 

 

Just like the first, the others also had their memories removed. However , one of them seemed to have 

seen something, when asked if there was anything there. The subclasses pointed at the flat cordon in 

the centre of the area that looked to be just empty ground. 

 



“Hey, I think that man is trying to tell us something.” Nate noted, running over to the flat ground, he 

looked at the centre, and then walked over towards the edges. 

 

“Hey, I’m right. You see how the rubble of the ground is spread off towards the sides? Yet, for some 

reason there’s none in the centre at all, which can only mean one thing.” 

 

A clang sound could be heard after Nate had finished his explanation since Leo had used his sword 

against the ground. 

 

“It appears we have a trap door, and quite the hidden one” Leo concluded. 

 

The next course of action was to try and find a way in. This facility just kept surprising them more and 

more and they didn’t feel like leaving before unearthing all the secrets they could find. 

 

Eventually they found that on the second floor, there was an operation room. It was empty just like the 

rest, and even the inside of it looked to have been made with metals that were a little rusted. 

 

‘Does this mean that this facility has been here for a long time?’ Silver wondered. ‘Doing all this right 

under our noses.’ 

 

Depending on the material, sometimes Leo’s senses wouldn’t allow him to see through them, and this 

turned out to be one of them, making him just as curious as his companions about what was 

underneath. The controls were simple enough, even for Nate to use them as he pulled a leaver, and the 

mechanics behind the door started to move. 

 

As they had learnt, the arena floor was a large trap door. From the centre it started to slowly pull away 

in two halfs and what little burble there was would fall down the centre while the rest moved to the 

sides. 

 

“Looks like the blockhead isn’t so useless after all.” Silver commented, and they all looked over to Nate, 

who grumbled under his breath that they were underestimating him. 

 



Once fully opened, they could see a large swirling staircase going around the edge, and the team 

decided to carry on moving forward. Once they had awed around to the stairs, looking down they could 

just see the bottom. 

 

The whole thing was made of a strange metallic material. It made the whole area feel cold and blue. 

Before they started walking down the stairs they were looking towards Leo for new answers. 

 

“I think you will all be surprised as me, but the area down there is almost an identical replica of what is 

up there.” Leo explained. “There is a major difference between the two though. All of these above 

ground are vampires, or vampire subclasses.” 

 

Here, Leo could feel it. “Nearly every single thing alive in this underground facility on the other hand is a 

Bloodsucker.” 

 

It confused them, but they did get the okay from Leo to move forward. Walking down the spiral 

staircase together, they were able to see for themselves. The Bloodsucker looked more hungry than 

ever, never taking its eyes of them. 

 

Walking down more, they saw the same thing repeating again and again. Unfortunately, it looked like 

they had all lost their minds. Even if one tried to ask them a question they were unable to answer it just 

like those above. 

 

There was no one they could speak to here below. Silver soon realised that the sheer number of 

Bloodsuckers behind bars was far more than should be possible. They had already passed around two 

hundred cells and it looked like there were around two hundred more to go. 

 

“What are they planning to do with all of these?” Silver asked. 

 

But no one knew the answer, apart from the person who had brought them here. This was when Nate 

also noticed something strange, something that had bugged him as he walked around the whole place. 

 

“Where are all the women?” Nate blurted out. 

 



“You teenager, do you really need to think about things like that, at a time like this!?” Silver glared at 

him. 

 

“No, that’s not what I was thinking about. I just pointed out that we have only seen men in these cages 

so far. Don’t you find it at least a little bit weird given the number? I could understand if it would have 

been a dozen or so, but there are hundreds down here, yet every single one is male.” Nate explained. 

 

“Is that really true?” Fex wondered as he tried to remember what they had seen so far. He had been 

more interested in their subclass than their gender. 

 

“Of course, trust me I would have kept a note or something if there were some girls around.” Nate 

replied, blushing when all three gave him strange looks. 

 

Silver, who had quite a good memory, started to think back. She was unsure if it was a big deal, but it 

certainly did seem a little strange. It wasn’t as if only men could turn into Bloodsucker, and the same 

was true for the subclasses. 

 

“Putting aside that it does seem strange, does this information help us in any way?” Silver asked. 

 

“I don’t know yet, it just reminded me of a place where the opposite was true. Back when I went to visit 

the second family for Cia to get her memories back. I was surrounded by girls and had been wondering 

where the men were. It was just a thought, but now it makes me think, could it be they were brought 

here? Turned into these monsters?” 

 


