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She cowered back in fear, but instead of seeing Gabriella, the young man’s voice rang out.
“Alright, thanks for your help.”
“It’s fine. You can ask for my help anytime,” the receptionist answered happily.
Hearing the unfamiliar voice, they gave a start. If this isn’t Gabriella, could it be that…
Joan tried to open her eyes to see who it was, but her eyes were hurting too much, causing
her vision to remain blurry.
“Get up. You shouldn’t stay here for long. Let’s go out.” The young man and his friend helped
them up.
“Caiden, if your guess is right, I don’t think we should leave the hotel now. Let’s go to another
room lest we run into their kidnappers.”
The women were wounded, and one of them was pregnant. Hence, it was best to be safe.
“Alright. Let’s do that.”
The room was still intact, and the door was locked once again. Yet, the women were no
longer in the room.
“Keep on guard here until I return. No matter how much they beg or cry for help, don’t open
the door or feed them anything,” Gabriella reminded the thugs.
“Got it!” they replied unanimously.
Ha! Let’s see how long you can hold on. Perhaps you might die before I even take action!
Gabriella took one last look at the door before stalking away on her heels.
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“Who are they? This is kinda complicated.”
“I don’t know. Anyway, we’re being paid to keep an eye on them. It doesn’t matter who they
are.”
The men were chattering in front of the door.
Meanwhile, Joan and Nancy were brought to another room in the same hotel.
“Water. I want to drink water,” muttered Nancy.
“Please hurry and give her some water.” Joan pointed at Nancy.
“Why were you locked up, though? Look how disheveled you are right now.” One of the
young men in his twenties laughed.
“Shut up!” Caiden Owens glared at his friend.
His friend was rendered speechless by how rude he was. We don’t even know who they are,
but saved them anyway. I’m already kind enough to them!
“Joan, are you alright? Does it hurt?” Caiden inquired, concern evident in his voice.
Huh? Does he know me?
“W-What did you just say? Do you know me?” Joan panted.
Caiden promptly replied, “Yes, we studied at the same college. I’m one year younger than
you.”
Wow, seriously? The other young man immediately scurried over.
“So you’re the senior that Caiden couldn’t get over?”
Caiden flushed in embarrassment at his friend’s sudden declaration.
“Go take care of the pregnant lady.” He hurriedly shooed his nosy friend away.
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How could he blurt everything out right now?
“I’m sorry. I’m really exhausted and need to rest.” With that, Joan shut her eyes, she was
worn out from the fear and worried over the past few days.
Apart from her disheveled hair, weary expression, and chapped lips, there was blood at the
corner of her lips and a cut on her arm. Caiden felt his heart clenched painfully at the sight.
What happened to her? Why is she so depressed? I can’t believe someone tried to harm her.
Nancy had fallen into a deep slumber.
“Jaden, find out who did this to them.” Caiden’s gaze flashed with indignation.
“Who else? Their love rival, no doubt,” came Jaden Ford’s reply.
“Stop it. Find out who’s behind this.” With that, Caiden stalked out of the room.
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“Hey, wait a minute. Where are you going? How can you leave them both to me? That Joan
is your friend. How could you leave now?” grumbled Jaden instantly.
Shortly after, when he saw Caiden returning with a bag, his eyes widened in surprise.
“Seriously? Why did you buy so much stuff? Are you going to keep them here forever?”
He couldn’t believe how generous Caiden was. They had always split the bill whenever they
ate together. Now, Caiden was willing to spend so much for Joan.
“Wow, you even bought the necessities for them.”
“Well, they need to wash up, don’t they?’
“Ugh…”
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“Joan, you’re awake?” Caiden quickly helped her to sit up.
“Where am I?” Joan glanced around, taking in the unfamiliar surroundings.
“You’re in my room. Don’t worry, you’re alright now.” Caiden patted her head affectionately.
They hadn’t met in years, so he was wondering if she was married or had a boyfriend. He
gazed at her earnestly.
I thought I wouldn’t get to see her again. I never thought we would meet again under such
circumstances.
Caiden had a crush on Joan for three whole years in college, but he didn’t have the courage
to confess his feelings to her. Later, she graduated, and they never met again.
“Do you know me?” Joan asked curiously.
“Yes. You were my senior in college, one year older than me. I went abroad after that and
lost contact with you,” Caiden explained.
Huh? I don’t remember him at all.
Ah, I was head over heels in love with Larry back then. No wonder I don’t remember his
face.
“Thank you for your help.” Joan flashed a smile and thanked him sincerely.
“You’re welcome. There are some wounds on your body. Do you want me to help you apply
some ointment?”
Instantly, Joan hesitated.
He was of the opposite sex, and she was married. It wouldn’t be a good idea to let him do
that.
“I can do it myself.” She struggled to stand up before realizing she couldn’t even muster her
energy to rise to her feet, let alone apply ointment to her wounds.
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Meanwhile, Jaden was stunned after overhearing their conversation. Did Caiden seriously
offer to help her to apply medicine on her wounds? Wow, he’s good at this. Taking
advantage of the situation is a great idea.
Jaden sighed, for the woman beside him was pregnant.
Why didn’t God give me a pretty single lady to take care of?
“Let me do it. Don’t worry, I promise I won’t do anything else,” Caiden tapped his chest and
vowed.
He might be in love with her, but still, he had total control of himself. Caiden didn’t want
Joan to think of him as a dissolute person or a hypocrite.
After all, he was a gentleman.
“Joan, don’t worry. Caiden isn’t interested in girls. Besides, you can’t see your wounds on
your back, right?” Jaden chimed in.
Joan tried to turn at her shoulder and confirmed she couldn’t see the wounds on her back.
Gabriella had kicked her repeatedly a while ago, so her wounds might leave scars if they
weren’t treated on time.
“Alright, Caiden. Thank you,” she answered softly.
That’s a good girl. A wide grin flitted across Jaden’s lips.
“Uh, I’ll leave to take care of the other lady.” Jaden stepped out and immediately shut the
door.
They are alone now. Something might happen, right? Caiden Owens, I’ve created an
opportunity for you. Be sure to grab it. Jaden rubbed his hands gleefully and strode toward
the living room.
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