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as he realized his mistakes too. Back then, he had not expected the Wickams to get back at him in the 

dark…D*mn it!Norman was exasperated being caught between a rock and a hard place. “Mr. Chairman, 

we have yet to get a response from you. Is it because you’re ashamed to apologize to the Wickams?” 

Jessie continued pinning Norman down.Finally, a shareholder who still chose to bootlick Norman said, 

“Miss Green, don’t you think you’re being too aggressive?”Jessie snorted. “I’m aggressive?”The 

shareholder replied, “Am I wrong? Mr. Chairman can’t possibly hope to sabotage the company. Put 

yourself in his shoes, would you be willing to lay down and surrender to the opponent?”Norman’s 

expression finally softened slightly, but James smiled and commented, “We are a 
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extremely important. It might be hard for you to lay down your dignity and apologize to them, so I’ll 

accompany you to Wickam Group to negotiate with them.”From the surface, it seemed as if Jessie was 

looking out for Norman, but in fact, she intended to supervise him lest the negotiation was ruined again 

due to his ego.Surprisingly, the shareholders unanimously agreed to Jessie’s suggestion. Jessie was a 

core member of James’ allies, so her words carried weight.On the other hand, Norman’s allies were 

worried that Norman would back out, so it was desirable to have someone as sharp-tongued as Jessie to 

keep an eye on him.Norman asked with a darkened face, “Any objections?”There was no response. 

Everyone acquiesced to the proposal.Norman’s resentment was accentuated, but he still spoke up 

coldly, “Alright then. Miss Green and I will head over to Wickam Group three days later.”“Three days 

later?” Jessie scoffed. “Mr. Chairman, do you think we can afford to drag on another three days, given 

the current situation?”Norman was dumbfounded. He needed some time to be mentally prepared and 

observe the situation. If they were to go today directly, he would be utterly ashamed!James nodded in 

agreement. “Yeah, three days later is too late. Mr. Chairman, I suggest that you head over today. Jessie 

will contact Wickam Group.”Norman furrowed his brows. “You…!” James continued, “Mr. Chairman, 

you’ve already caused a great loss to the company due 
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not dare to give many comments. Nevertheless, Norman’s status in the company is greatly affected, 

which is advantageous for us.”Elisa curled her lips and said nothing.Just then, Rachel had a sudden 

realization and gazed at James in shock. “Ah! Uncle James, you actually expected them to go after the 

Wickams at the beginning but purposely did not stop them, am I right?”James arched his brows and 

patted Rachel’s shoulder. “Ha! My niece is getting smarter.”“Hey, what do you mean? I’m always 

smart!” Rachel wore a proud look.James smiled and looked toward Elisa. “I’ve communicated with my 

people – we support you to snatch back the position of chairman, so we didn’t stop Norman and his 

family from making those stupid moves. Moreover, it is expected that Wickam Group would sooner or 

later end its partnership with us, so I’ve secretly set up a company registered under my wife’s name. But 

it’s still at the initial stage and can’t completely split from Wickam Group for now.”Elisa was surprised. “I 

didn’t expect you to have already taken this step.”In fact, she was mulling over this matter the past few 

days too, but she needed time to set up a company privately.Before this, her plan was impeded for a 

long time because of her marriage to Gareth, so she didn’t want to waste more time now. Now that 



James had set up a company, it was a big help to Elisa as she could save a great deal of effort.James 

nodded with a smile. “Of course. Now 
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nodded. “Alright then, get busy with your agendas first.”Elisa smiled and did not elaborate further, but 

she seemed to be at ease. On the other hand, Rachel sat at the side and was flustered as she listened to 

their conversation. Am I too naive? Why can both of them always predict the situation while all I can do 

is to listen at the side like a fool?After quite a while, Rachel finally figured out what Elisa and James were 

talking about. As the two continued planning, she inhaled deeply and blurted, “Wait a minute, so you 

guys still plan to collaborate with Wickam Group? And you’re going to agree to Gareth’s 

conditions?”Elisa’s eyes fluttered as she remained silent while James nodded. “Yeah. Currently, our 

foundation is not strong enough, so we can’t break away from Wickam Group. Meanwhile, Wickam 

Group is keen on Elisa’s proposal. This is the only way to save our company temporarily.”“But… It seems 

like we’re at a disadvantage. We didn’t intend to partner with Gareth previously.”James smiled. “Not 

exactly. Norman’s reputation in the company is unfavorable, to begin with, but due to his identity and 

the shares he holds, we couldn’t pick on him much. The incident this time is his downfall, and his status 

is severely affected. During the meeting today, only one of his allies spoke up for him. You can imagine 

how this would facilitate Elisa’s comeback in the future.”Rachel’s eyes lit up at once. “Does this mean 

that Elisa will be able to establish her power soon?!” She squealed in excitement. “Yeah.” James beamed 

from ear to ear. He was very satisfied with the outcome of the incident.Elisa looked at James 

apologetically and mumbled, “Mr. Markee, this will cause you to lose out on many benefits…”James 

smiled and answered, “Not at all. If Norman continues leading the company, the company will only 

deteriorate more. Elisa, you inherited your father’s traits, and you’re even more capable than your 

father, so I believe our losses can be recovered after you become the leader of the company.”Her eyes 

were filled with complicated emotions as she nodded solemnly. “I promise to lead the company to 

success in 
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We’ll wait after you recover.”…The next day, Norman and Jessie headed to Wickam Group. Yesterday, 

Jessie contacted Thomas and was told that Gareth was only available today and had limited time. In 

other words, Thomas was reminding them to cherish this opportunity. Otherwise, Gareth might not be 

available to see them after today.After arriving at Wickam Group, they waited in the meeting room, but 

Gareth did not show up after some time. Norman’s face gradually darkened, and there were several 

times when he nearly threw a fit.In the past, due to his relationship with Linda, Gareth treated him with 

respect and addressed him cordially, but things were different now. 
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us.Gareth looked indifferently at Jessie, “Initially, your firm suggested ending the cooperation.” He 

adjusted his cuffs, “But, now that it has been made public, continuing to collaborate may seem… 

pointless.” Norman refuted, “Meaningless? How could it be meaningless? Think about Linda!”Jessie 

rebutted, “Mr. Benett resisted expressing anything,” His advocate took a breath, “But, deep down, he 

still wishes to work hand in hand.” Jessie sighed, “Additionally, it is Mr. Benett at fault here. Please give 

Mrs. Benett a chance; she stands separate from his actions. Sir, what do you say?”Jessie turned to 

Norman Benett.Norman simpered, “Gareth…”The man gave the elder a cold glare. Mr. Benett then 



changed his approach, “I acknowledge my grave mistakes in the past and my wife’s carelessness. Please, 

if you find somewhere in your good graces, let bygones be bygones…”.Norman trailed his words at the 

end.He found it difficult to admit it.Gareth turned away from Jessie and fixed his harsh gaze on 

Norman.Norman and Jessie exchanged glances. The party was uneasy 
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differed agendas.What if Gareth had predicted that this is the Benett Group’s most significant 

concession?Knowing the man, he knew that Norman would stand opposed to Elisa out of a sea of 

people. He knew Elisa would stand to gain with the Wickam’s.Yet…The Wickam’s score a loss in their 

books. Elisa stands as a recoup between forgiven transgressions and mislaying strategies. The fire from 

the onslaught of public hatred has changed the game. With the possibility of confronting Elisa, Jessie 

and Norman waved a white flag. They’ve gained a chance for redemption, and they can’t risk having her 

on their wrong side. Norman’s exponent observed him and paused. The truth stands that she has no 

power over the matter.Norman breathed a sigh and nodded, “Alright, young man. You have my utmost 

gratitude for giving my wife a chance!”The deadline was tentatively established ⁠⁠—one year. The 

Wickam’s were advised to follow the strategy for at least a year or more. While that was happening, 

they had to find ways to convince Mrs. Wickam of her forgiveness and be open to a continuing 

partnership.So…I’m bounded by these circumstances.Jessie dispensed a sigh of relief. With that note, 

Gareth calmly declared, “Thomas, you will head to Linda’s and finalize these two conditions. If there is 

nothing else, this meeting is adjourned.”The man was not one to idle his time, so he would dismiss 

individuals when he decided there was nothing else to say.Obediently, Norman and Jessie said their 

farewells and departed.The moment they were seated in the car, Norman exploded. The elder flung his 

hands, “Are you satisfied?”Jessie glared at him, “Do not point your finger at me! I did what I could to 

salvage the situation!” She lighted a cigarette, “Instead of acting like a complete buffoon, I negotiated. 

You absolute moron.”“Jessie Green! Have some respect!”“Respect?” The lady scoffed, “Respect is a two-

way street, my friend. Why are you acting like you hold the sole authority over your precious company? 

She tossed away her high heels, “But you have one thing right, everyone will shun the Benett Group, for 

now. Accepting your actions in the company’s downfall is the first step. Next is to come to terms with 

what 10% 
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his phone to provide Elisa with the news.Rachel announced her suspicions, “Aren’t the demands from 

the Benett Group quite specific? Why did they agree?”Elisa shrugged, “Are you sure the Benett Group 

guessed correctly?”With doubts in her eyes, Rachel glanced at Elisa uneasily, “What do you mean?”The 

woman bit her lip, “Gareth trusts in my plan. They have their own business, but it can take some time 

until the necessary technology is available.” Elisa conceded, “At least according to Mr. Markee, we have 

the high ground. Everyone in the group knows this, but Norman’s group is powerless to do anything 

about it.”Rachel was still confused. “Correct, but what does their speculation have to do with this?”Elisa 

grinned. She tapped on Rachel’s forehead, “Use your brain, love. It’s established that Gareth has a leash 

over the Benett’s, but someone else steers the ship.” She patted her hand, “We will hear from Mrs. 

Wickam over the matter. There are hidden terms that will be revealed.” Rachel’s eyes widened, “Oh! 

Now I get it. That Mrs. Wickam is crafty.”“Supply and demand. How will the world function without it?” 

Elisa grinned.Her confidante smirked, “Smart-ass! But then again, Aunt Rose should be able to discern 

the family’s next course of action. Mrs. Wickam knows this, right?”Elisa sighed, “It’s hard to figure out 



the next step since they know Mrs. Wickam is pulling the strings. They will find some way to gain back 

her good graces.”Rachel popped a gum in her mouth, “Well, if I were you, I would find your illusive spy.” 

She bit her lip, “Gareth knowing what we know is dangerous.”“We’ll find that snitch soon enough.”She 

nodded, “You’ve gained some power, but life would be easier if there were no big honcho after your 

head. You ever think of that?”Elisa mumbled, “Perhaps you can accompany me to see someone right 

now.”“Huh? Who?”…The Mental hospital.Elisa and Rachel drove for an 
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daughter all the time because she was worried that her daughter would do something foolish. She had 

little trust in a mental health facility.As the father arrived to deliver the news, both mother and daughter 

shared a bitter expression.Linda, who had remained silent the whole time, spoke out. She seemed to 

lose her patience, “Why! Why did you let Elisa go? What if she comes around and betrays us?”Rose 

hissed, “You can’t give Elisa the upper hand. Do you know what happened the last time?”Norman 

laughed, “This is your doing! You’re the reason of our downfall! Now you have the nerve to place 

demands?”Norman initially visited to rant at Rose. Things got out of hand because this woman acted 

irrationally and made countless foolish decisions. Wickam has been gracious over our plea, but 

why?Rose frowned, “And I have to be the scapegoat for all this?!”“If it weren’t for your loose mouth 

flapping all over social media, the Wickam’s wouldn’t have come for our necks! Do you deny having not 

caused all that?” The old man rubbed his temple, “I can’t believe I fell for your words. ‘Don’t worry, I 

have a plan’, no you did not! Linda’s position has deteriorated from your selfish interests!” “Interests! 

Interests! In your eyes, you are the one who only sees interests!” Rose Meek was enraged. She had first 

intended to control herself in front of her daughter, but as she caught a glimpse of Norman Benett’s 

disgusted expression toward her, she started to unhinge.“Now, shouldn’t my daughter’s happiness take 

precedence over your interests? And now, we have succeeded in salvaging 
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and selfish’. This does not help Linda’s case in diminishing her anger towards her unwelcomed 

visitor.She’s indisputably peeved.Rose had to stare her child off from acting upon her anger. She was 

equally uncomfortable over the newfound situation.“Linda, bear with me. Your mother will try to 

resolve things quickly with our visitors.” Norman growled, “Why is she here?”With the police having 

limited proof that she was involved with the case, Linda is wary of Elisa’s reasoning for a visit. She 

acknowledges that Elisa is cunning enough to elicit evidence out of them. If not, the woman could be 

hounding their allies. What other agenda is there?Rose huffed, “We must cooperate as a family. Stay 

resilient.”The room became quiet. The silence coaxed strong emotions within Linda.Her assailant has 

aces up her sleeve. She can’t afford to be careless from now on.A knock on the door dispensed the 

silence.The people in the room halted in their brooding as the mother stood up to answer the 

door.Seeing Rachel with her, Linda forced a smile. “You guys are here.”With the growing suspicion of 

being recorded, they were mindful of their mannerism.Linda was more cautious as she didn’t wish to be 

burned twice by her 

 

 


