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Chapter 1781  Forbidden Magic: Naturalis Regressio

Adrian opened the gate for the power of life to easily penetrate Dragon Rock. He created a portal 
where the divine realm of the gods of life could give life energy to Levin Cloud. The Gods and 
Goddesses of Life responded to the call of the Champion of the Twin Gods and scattered some pure 
life energy to Dragon Rock.

Levin Cloud grew bigger and bigger as the life energy is scattered as he absorbed all of it. All the 
pure life energy is being used to make the Kaleidoscope Magna Mystica that Levin Cloud 
multiplied be in full bloom. A beautiful rainbow-colored light could be seen enveloping Dragon 
Rock as a result.

"Forbidden Magic: Naturalis Regressio!" Levin Cloud stated as he used all the life energy that he 
has accumulated.

One by one, the Kaleidoscope Magna Mystica started turning into particles of light which granted 
all the beings in the area powerful life energy that their body literally surged with it. The weakened 
dragons started becoming full of life as the poison in their bodies started to get purified. Even the 
dragonsbane that was flowing in their blood started to rile up to try and be alive as it was became a 
living parasite, but it was no match for pure life energy.

The dragonsbane that was present in the bloods of the dragons even became a source of 
nourishment for the pure life energy. This made the dragons that were affected heavily by 
dragonsbane to mutate. Their bodies started to created antibodies that can destroy dragonsbane, but 
the dragons will not know this information until another elemental dragon king gets injected with 
dragonsbane.

 All the Kaleidoscope Magna Mystica became particles of light as they were the 
offerings made by Levin Cloud in order to use the most powerful forbidden magic 
that he can use. All the dragons started to wake up and recover as all of them were 
cleansed of the dragonsbane.

It was not just the dragons that were having changes as well because anyone that was in Dragon 
Rock at the time got something. Adrian, Ark, Pana, and Apolaki were healed back to full, and all 
their skills were refreshed. This made Adrian shocked as even the stubborn domain skills were 
refreshed from their cooldowns which mean he can use them again.

The one that has the most changes would be Levin Cloud himself as his body became different. The 
lush part of Levin Cloud's true from started to create buds of smaller Kaleidoscope Magna Mystica. 
Some of his vine or root like appendages started to gleam with rainbow colored light as well as if 
the power of the Kaleidoscope Magna Mystica is flowing within him.

[You have used the Forbidden Magic: Naturalis Regressio.]

[All the beings that are in your area will revert back to their most optimal selves.]

[You have used a mythical tier herb, the Kaleidoscope Magna Mystica, in order to use the forbidden 
spell.]

[You will not get any backlash from using the forbidden spell.]



[The penalty for using the previous forbidden spell has also been negated.]

[All your stats will return to normal due to the immense life energy that you have absorbed.]

[The dragons are singing praises of you.]

[You have received the title, "Savior of the Dragon Race".]

[Your body has adapted some special effects due to consuming the Kaleidoscope Magna Mystica.]

[All your healing spells will always heal at least 5% of the target's maximum health.]

[Your healing factor is permanently increased by 10%.]

Adrian could see that Levin Cloud recovered all that he lost as his best friend was smiling. He also 
gained something from the exchange as the dragons now have some respect for him. He will not be 
rudely stared at by any other dragons due to his miniscule increase of familiarity towards the 
dragons.

All the dragons started to recover after five minutes as Levin Cloud finally completed the spell at 
that time. The gate that Adrian has opened has done its job as well and he made sure to bow to 
thank the gods and goddesses of life that helped them. Dragon Rock also changed as well as it is no 
longer just a rocky island with trees and grass.

Dragon Rock started to change back into what it looked like back then when it was first created by 
the ancient dragons. Dragon Rock is now turned into a place that is sectioned into six different parts 
depending on the element. The areas became different as if something from the island was 
awakened due to the immense life energy that it bathed in.

A flaming section where lava flows freely, and a small volcano is also situated which is perfect for 
fire dragons. A swamp area that is also lush with greenery that is comfortable for earth dragons. A 
beautiful lagoon where the aquatic dragons can freely swim as it is connected to the ocean.

A section filled with large cliffs and had strong winds where air dragons can test their mettle. A vast 
land of darkness that has dark crystals growing on it which absorbed light which is paradise for 
darkness dragons. A pristine area that has a small sun like crystal that is generating light in which 
the light dragons can absorb light.

Dragon Rock also evolved into a more hospitable place or rather has become a paradise for dragons. 
One could also see that it has grown bigger as well since it was also affected by the pure energy 
wave that swept the world. The forbidden spell that Levin Cloud used sped up the process of 
expanding Dragon Rock to its peak form.

"I managed to heal everyone!" Levin Cloud stated with a large smile on his face.

"You really did. I am glad that I believed in you." Peridot stated as she finally recovered from 
getting poisoned.

"Since the business has already been done, I am now going to collect my reward or rather our 
reward. We should choose something that will be suitable for our guild." Adrian stated as he 
marched towards the ancient dragons.

Chapter 1782  Give us the Reward, Dragons



Adrian did not march alone as he was followed by all his guild members as well. His guild 
members actually wanted to stop him from hurriedly getting their reward, but their guild master is 
very busy. Avalon is not safe from the monster hordes that is still plaguing the world.

"Adventurers, thank you for healing our kin." One of the nicer ancient dragons stated.

"You are welcome. Please give us the reward then." Adrian stated with a stoic tone.

The ancient dragon was a bit stupefied by Adrian's very forward nature, but she also knew that the 
demon might want to leave due to being uncomfortable with the dragons. All the dragons were back 
into full health and some with sicknesses that were not related to dragonsbane was also cured as 
well. Even if there is bad blood between the dragons and the demons, it was an Arch Demon that 
delivered a cure to them this time.

"As you know, the reward for helping us is to have the chance to become a dragonewt and a dragon 
if they are already a dragonewt. Do any of you wish to become one?" The ancient dragon stated as 
she was confused since there are already dragons in Adrian's group.

"Can the reward be changed? I think no one from our group wants to become a dragonkin. Does 
anyone want to become one?" Adrian asked just in case.

"Already a dragon." Peridot stated.

"I am the mother of dragons." Basil added.

"I am happy with being myself." Apolaki stated.

"Not the slightest." Ark stated.

"I like what I am." Pana added. Nôv(el)B\\jnn

"Not interested." Levin Cloud replied.

"I am also not interested." Adrian replied which made the ancient dragons blush a little.

The ancient dragons looked at the group that helped them and all of them were already special for 
their races. There was no one that can get the reward from them, but they cannot use the treasury 
until the other ancient dragons woke up. The three of them were supposed to imbue the individual 
that solves the problem for them, but they can no longer do that for the ones that healed them.

"We might not be able to use the gift that you are supposed to give but that does not mean that some 
of our acquaintances is unable to use it. You can just condense it into an item that can be activated 
by someone that we deem worthy." Adrian stated.

"You arbitrarily deciding to give our blessing to someone that is not presented to us is a bit 
pretentious." The male ancient dragon stated.

"You promised to give a reward and we are here to get that reward one way or another. Are the 
proud dragons going to break their promise? A reward can must be given one way or another. We 
are not leaving without it." Adrian stated as he knows that flattery will get them nowhere when 
debating against dragons.

"The demon is right. We must give the reward even if they cannot receive it now." The female 
ancient dragon stated as she told the three that they must give them something.



"I agree as well. A reward must be given. Let us create the Sanguine Draconica by utilizing our 
powers. That is the equivalent exchange which can activate the dragon blood for someone of the 
dragonkin." The ancient dragon stated.

"But…" The male ancient dragon was about to say something when the two other ancient dragons 
glared at him.

"We shall now create the Sanguine Draconica." The female ancient dragon stated as she did not 
want to hear anything from the other ancient dragon.

The Sanguine Draconica was rather easy to create as the three ancient dragons just needed to fuse a 
drop of their blood onto a dragon scale. The three ancient dragons pricked their finger while the 
female ancient dragon took one scale from the male ancient dragon. The male ancient dragon was 
about to protest but he could only swallow his words.

When the three drops of blood landed on the dragon scale, the scale reacted as a powerful energy 
surged within it. Adrian could sense the great draconic energy present in the scale as it was likely to 
burst out. Adrian even thought of using a scale from Kanlaon as it might be easier to handle.

If Adrian did use a scale from Kanlaon then the ancient dragons might have fainted right, then and 
there. They would see that their proud Genesis Dragon was basically giving out treasured scales at 
the beck and call of a demon. The effect of the magic that the three ancient dragons might also have 
a different effect as well, but no one will ever know since the Sanguine Draconica has already been 
created.

"Please take the reward that we have promised. This item will be able to have one transform into a 
dragonewt or evolve into a dragon should they use it as a dragonewt." The female ancient dragon 
stated as the Sanguine Draconica floated to Adrian's location.

==

Item Name: Sanguine Draconica

Item Tier: Mythical Tier

Item Type: Race Change Item / Consumable

Effect:

- Transform the user into a Dragonewt.

- If the user is already a Dragonewt, they will gain the quest to transform into a true dragon.

Description: A precious item that is said to be coveted by any of the dragonkin. It is something that 
even people that want to live longer want to possess as they will have the blood of dragons running 
in their blood. The production for this item is a deeply held secret by the dragons that they would 
rather die than spill the real details.

Restriction: Can no longer use another one once it has been used.

==

"Thank you. I was a bit forward with my speech earlier, but I always believed that the dragons are a 
race that always keeps its promise. Now that we have the reward out of the way, I would like to ask 



another business matter. What do we do about the angels?" Adrian asked which made the ancient 
dragons turn chilly.

Chapter 1783  The Angelic March n/o/vel/b//in dot c//om

As soon as Adrian brought out the topic of the angels, the dragons that heard it suddenly flared up 
with great anger. Adrian expected that the dragons are furious, but their fury basically made the 
weather darken. The sheer anger made the surrounding mana turn dark and heavy which is related 
to a dragon's nature.

Unlike human mages, dragons can easily manipulate the elements around them or even just the 
mana around them. They are beings that are tyrannical when it comes to mana control. They do not 
control mana by assimilating it, but they subjugate it. The change in the weather is a manifestation 
of the subconscious control of the dragon.

"You ask that young demon which means that your kind must have been hit as well." The male 
ancient dragon stated in an angry but still polite tone to Adrian as he was not the subject of his 
anger.

"You are correct that we are angry because the angels finally did something to warrant our full 
attention." Adrian stated with anger as well which his other guild members did not notice as their 
guild master was not furious before.

Adrian's guild members and even his best friend did not know that he knew why the world barrier 
was heavily weakened. Normally, the gods having the ability to interfere will not be normal as a 
Daemos is always dispatched in a certain area. If the Daemos could easily fix the hole, then the 
gods would not have the ability to intervene.

What Adrian did not say to the guild yet is the information that three Daemos members died. To 
make matters worse, Ascalor is now in a severely weakened state. He was able to interact with 
Adrian, but he learned that Ascalor is now in an injured state.

The Daemos are connected to the space around the main world as they are the ones that makes sure 
that it does not rupture. Ascalor is the one that heads this endeavor which is why he is the de facto 
head of the Elders of the Daemos. He has the most important job in the world, but he is also the one 
that will get affected the most if something happens to the world barrier.

Ascalor carries a significant weight of the balance of the world which is why he got affected the 
most when a vast part of the world barrier was shattered. The sudden large fracture also caused a 
surge of power imbalance into Ascalor's core. This should not have happened unless something 
unimaginable is used to destroy the world barrier.

"Are the Daemos going to war then?" The female ancient dragon asked as she bore witness to the 
power of destruction that the Daemos can do.

"We are now at war not only with the angels that are under Mikhail but also with the gods that 
created such a mess." Adrian stated with a smile so ferocious that it even made the ancient dragons 
blood run cold.

==

A few days before after the angels released the dragonsbane upon Dragon Rock, all of them 
marched their army to take care of all the settlements that they marked. Mikhail commanded the 



angels to march from north to south and subjugate the central continent where most of the 
worshippers are located. They all got ready and hopped onto their golden chariots, but the monster 
horde suddenly happened.

09:52

A few days before after the angels released the dragonsbane upon Dragon Rock, all of them 
marched their army to take care of all the settlements that they marked. Mikhail commanded the 
angels to march from north to south and subjugate the central continent where most of the 
worshippers are located. They all got ready and hopped onto their golden chariots, but the monster 
horde suddenly happened.

The subjugation of the kingdoms suddenly became something akin to salvation. The angels fought 
against the rampaging monster hordes on the kingdoms that they have marked. They destroyed all 
the monsters in their way which made them appear as the heroes that saved the helpless people from 
the evil monsters.

The people did not know that it was the angels that are the reason for the vast monster horde that 
happened. They were the ones that started the real apocalypse by destroying the world barrier. Some 
'gods' even offered them salvation as well, but these were the gods of light that aided in the barrier 
destruction as well.

Not all the gods of light were under the rule of the Goddess of Light Luminaria, but a majority are. 
Those that are not under her are either sealed or vanished in order to not be targets for her. High 
Gods cannot descend unto the world, yet which is why the Goddess of Light Luminaria did not 
descend but her other subordinate gods did.

The gods did not expect that their drastic meddling will result in a worldwide monster horde, but 
some actually welcomed such a sight. They became saviors to the lost and weak beings that needed 
the help of a higher power. The gods reveled in the worship that they received as they grow more 
powerful with the amount of faith given to them.

In just a span of a few days, most of the northern central continent is under the rule of the Gods of 
Light. All the humans were told to pray towards the Gods of Light with special attention to the 
Goddess of Light Luminaria. The humans did not blink an eye and made sure that they are praying 
every time to the Goddess of Light Luminaria.

The sudden appearance of the Gods of Light and the angels were not helpful to the other races 
though. Elves, orcs, dragonkin, dwarves, and even the gnomes were persecuted from their lands. 
Some were slaughtered where they stand as the Goddess of Light Luminaria saw them as impure 
beings.

The purge of other races did not stop from just the earlier ones as even the angels that turned their 
back on Goddess Luminaria are hunted down as well. All of the other races were forced to escape 
south where they know that they will be safe. The other races that known of the angels started to 
escape kingdoms where the majority were humans as well in fear that they might get offered to the 
coming winged death bringers.

Some of the strong human kingdoms made sure to protect the other races and not surrender to the 
angels. These kingdoms had gods that opposed the angels descend from time to time in order to 
defend it. An example would be the kingdom where the gods of war are heavily praised. They 



actively made sure to kill all the angels that are under the Goddess of Light Luminaria in sight as 
the gods of war declared them as beings that disrupt the world.

The hierarchy of the world changed in the matter of days as the angels now rule 30% of the central 
continent. Ruling 30% might be small but the central continent is the biggest continent among the 
others. That percentage is already the number of beings that live in the northern continent.

The angels wanted to rule the northern continent as well, but the Valkyries and the Vanir gods were 
protecting it. The angels knew that they cannot fight the war in two fronts which is why they made 
sure that the northern continent would be handled by their collaborator. The angels used a powerful 
artifact in order to destroy the world barrier and it is something that was given to them by their 
collaborators.

The world barrier was destroyed by a replica of Gungnir which is the spear of the God Odin. Even 
if this was a replica, the power of the weapon plus the massive power that the gods of light imbued 
on it was enough to pierce a whole through reality. It was not just the Gods of Light that made the 
hole bigger as the Aesir gods participated as well.

There were also some other gods that helped them in the shadows but those were distorted gods. 
The angels did not stop their march downwards, but they also made a crucial mistake on what they 
did. The Daemos did not participate in the defense against the angels because they did not 
necessarily break the flow of the world.

What they did wrong is killing the Daemos that was supposed to fix the parts of the world barrier 
that did not close correctly. The Daemos members that were about to fix the numerous fractures 
were killed by the angels and the gods. The Daemos would not have declared war against them if 
they were left alone to do their jobs.

Adrian was actually the one that was called to fix those fractures, but he told the elders that he 
needed to help his friends first. Adrian might not want to admit it, but he is feeling guilty that he 
was the cause of the death of his fellow demons. If he was the one that accepted the order, then he 
could have fixed the fractures even if he gets killed by others. Adrian blames himself because he 
should have been the one that went. Even if he gets killed, he can always resurrect as he is a player 
unlike the others that are NPCs. Fortunately, the gods of death hurriedly retrieved the souls of the 
fallen demons so that the descended gods cannot torture them.

Chapter 1784  The Silent Ones Become Loud

"All of you return to Avalon at once. We will now go full scale war with the angels and the gods. I 
will leave Levin Cloud in charge while I deal with some matters regarding the underworld." Adrian 
stated as he created a portal back to Avalon.

All the guild members could see that their guild master was acting a bit weird. Levin Cloud could 
feel it as he has known Adrian for a long time. Levin Cloud knew that his friend is now out for 
blood and that will be the only thing that will pacify him.

"Let us go everyone. We will recoup in Avalon and maybe ally ourselves with some of the guilds 
that lost their territories due to the angels. There are a lot of angry players right now as they were 
driven out of their territory." Levin Cloud stated as he knew that he needed to be proactive now.

Levin Cloud knew that Adrian sacrificed much of his time in order to help them out. If he was not 
such a bullheaded individual, then his best friend would not be acting like this. He was now left 



with full control of the guild by Adrian which means that the latter will not participate in a guild 
battle. "I will handle the rest. Go and do what you need to do." Levin Cloud stated as he was the last 
one that entered the portal and vanished.

"Will we have the support of the dragons?" Adrian asked just to make sure.

"We will not support you, but we will also not be your enemies as well. We will bring the wrath of 
the dragons to the angels and the gods that made this happen. Not only was our young targeted but 
also the Mother of Dragons as well! We will not rest until all the angels that are under Mikhail be 
wiped out from the face of existence!" The male ancient dragons stated as the other dragons roared 
to show that they agree.

All the elemental dragon kings flew to the skies and marched towards the angels as they were now 
angered to the brim. The central continent that rarely see flying dragons could see one just by 
looking up in the sky. The dragons have started to purge the angels with all their might as they have 
become overcome with great anger.

Adrian did not care if the dragons helped them as long as they do not do anything against them. 
Adrian then closed the portal to Avalon as he used another portal to enter Limbo. He entered the 
portal to Limbo with a rather complicated expression.

==

"Equinox! You have arrived. We were waiting for you." One of the fallen Daemos stated which 
made Adrian swallow his words as it was difficult to reply.

"I told you that you should have smiled so that he would not be this sad. Look! He is becoming pale 
despite his real form covered in dark mist." Another fallen Daemos stated in order to lighten the 
mood.

"I am sorry." Adrian stated as he managed to finally utter words.

The three fallen Daemos all smiled at Adrian as they do not blame him for what happened to them. 
They died doing their duty and they managed to fix the fractures that were assigned to them. They 
made the world stable and died doing so.

"Do not blame yourself. We have lived quite a long life to the point that we were already bored of 
living." One of the fallen Daemos stated.

"Yeah! If you did not come or was born, then we would have been just mindless machines 
maintaining the world's balance. It is such a shame that I was not able to eat all those delicious 
foods that flooded Avalon though." One of the fallen Daemos stated as she wanted to taste the food 
that she was unable to try.

"I was finally able to get a hobby after two thousand years, but I am glad that I did. It made life 
incredibly worth living so do not be too hard on yourself. You are the reason that we finally got to 
'live'!" The last of the fallen Daemos stated as his soul started to turn into particles of light.

"It seems that our time in Limbo is up. Our souls will return to the Eye of Chaos wherever it might 
be. I hope that when you find it, I get reincarnated into a more peaceful era where I can enjoy my 
hobbies." One of the fallen Daemos stated with a smile. n/ô/vel/b//jn dot c//om



"I want that as well, but I am sure that we will not keep our previous ego upon reincarnation. Which 
is why…" One of the fallen Daemos stated.

"This is not goodbye, Equinox. This is just a 'See you again' scenario. Make sure to kill those angels 
for us and get revenge!" All three fallen Daemos stated with a big smile as they finally disappeared.

Adrian could be seen bowing to the three that departed but he was not the only one. There were 
numerous Anubises behind him that were bowing towards the three that fell as well but they 
remained silent during the earlier conversation. Adrian could be seen shaking a bit as he was really 
struck by the loss of the three since he knows all of the Daemos due to them being low in number.

Adrian is quite close to all the Daemos as they treated him like a younger sibling since he was 
actually the youngest among all of them. There were Daemos that look like children but even they 
were at least a hundred years old compared to Adrian. The Anubises did not stop bowing until 
Adrian raised his head up and looked at them.

Adrian did not immediately start talking as he was taking some time to compose himself. He knew 
those three Daemos members as they were part of the regiment that he trained with. He practically 
endured hardship with them which is why their death was a big scar on Adrian's heart even though 
they are NPCs.

"Thank you for your service to the great warriors that departed." Adrian stated as he thanked the 
Anubises.

"It is our duty. A message has been passed down to the Arbiter of the Damned from the Gods of 
Death." One of the Anubis stated.

"What is it?" Adrian asked.

"The Gods of Death have given you permission to kill or rather erase the existences of the gods that 
have brought a large wave of death upon the world." The Anubis stated.

"Tell them… I shall start the purge even if I die trying." Adrian stated as his cold voice emanated 
throughout Limbo which made it colder than it usually is.

Chapter 1785  The Gods of Death are Angry

The Gods of Death rarely agree on something as they have vastly different opinions. They would 
basically go against each other just for the fun of it. They never agree on anything but one thing and 
that is too much work. n/ô/vel/b//in dot c//om

The sudden influx of souls in the underworld made all the Gods of Death crazy to the point that 
they were outraged by what their fellow gods did. The sudden outburst of monster hordes not only 
created numerous deaths for monster but also for people. The balance of life and death was 
basically unable to be predicted.

The death tolls are still rising by the minute which is why they have given permission for Adrian to 
act. The Champion of the Twin Gods is not just a judge for the dead, but they can also be a judge 
for the living. If life and death hang in a peculiar imbalance, the Champion of the Twin Gods must 
execute full authority.

For the first time in a thousand years, the Gods of Death made the unanimous call to punish the 
gods that defiled the balance of life and death. They have given their full trust towards Adrian to 



carry on with their punishments. He was told to make an example to all the gods that participated in 
the heresy of making the world chaotic.

[You have been given the right to freely use your death abilities in the mortal realm.]

[The Gods of Death will handle providence for you while judging the other gods that dared to defile 
the sanctity of death.]

[You can now freely transform in your Netheros True Form without the Nether Domain while in the 
presence of a god that will be punished. You will not use any cooldowns for this transformation.]

Adrian smiled as he never thought that he would be able to scare gods and even kill them to relieve 
his anger. He might not be permanently killing them, but the gods of death will do the harsher 
punishment. Adrian would basically destroy their physical body that they manifested in the real 
world while the gods of death will deal with what will happen after.

The Gods of Death would have manifested into the mortal realm if the influx of souls were not 
incredibly vast. They could not abandon their duties unlike some of the gods that descended unto 
the mortal realm. If the Gods of Death ever stopped their duties, then the world itself might get 
destroyed because death will not come to all those that are about to die.

"Here is the list of gods that are the targets." The Anubis stated as he passed a scroll to Adrian.

"There are only five?" Adrian asked as he thinks that it is too small as he saw the hands of 
numerous gods.

"These are the five major ones that cannot be done by the other contractors of the Death Gods. All 
of them are Greater Gods that can utilize all their divine power in the area that they have descended 
upon. The Lower Gods will be handled by the other contractors as they will be scared to face 
Champion Equinox and might hide back to the divine realm." The Anubis stated.

"If the Gods of Death are furious then I bet the Gods of Life are also incredibly angry as well." 
Adrian muttered as he did not know the state of the Gods of Life since they were not contacting 
him.

"We wish you the best of luck for your hunt, Champion Equinox." The Anubis stated as Adrian 
already opened a gate back to the mortal realm.

"What would happen if these gods were protected by angels? Can I kill them using the authority of 
death that was granted to me?" Adrian asked before he left.

"You may not be able to use the sacred death arts on them, but you can kill them. Feel free to let 
lose some steam as we know that you are very stressed right now. In fact, we would also appreciate 
it if we got summoned to fight as well. Our weapons are becoming very itchy nowadays." The 
Anubis stated as he really wanted to fight.

"Since I have the authority, I might summon you guys so you can also blow off some steam. I can 
only do that when I am in my true form though as it would be easier to connect the gate in that 
form. Pray that the gods that I will be hunting are cowards that need angels or other beings to 
protect them." Adrian stated as he entered the gate and vanished from Limbo.

==



The expansion march of the angels did not stop as they made sure to look like heroes upon the eyes 
of the humans. They could be seen flaunting their skills now that they can easily stabilize 
themselves in the mortal realm. With the Silver City fully integrated in the mortal realm, the angels 
can now utilize all of their strength when fighting.

Still, there are some kingdoms that knew of the angel's tricks and did not welcome them. The angels 
that were turned away did not protect these kingdoms from the monster hordes but even lured some 
of them in their direction. To make matters worse, some monsters in the horde were even 
strengthened by the Greater God that accompanied the angels in their conquest.

"Foolish humans, if you do not obey us then you are not worthy for the love of the Goddess of Light 
Luminaria. I, the God Inti, shall be the one to cleanse you of your frivolous thinking that impure 
beings are needed to be protected." The God Inti stated as he empowered a large buffalo monster 
with his blessing.

The large buffalo monster suddenly swelled in size and its horns even glowed in a powerful light. 
The large buffalo monster was forcefully transformed into a Light Pursuer Buffalo which is a 
Legendary tier monster. The large gates of the kingdom were reinforced by the mages in order to 
stop its destruction from the ramming monster.

Chapter 1786  The God Inti

The God Inti is a god of the sun that was a very famous god back then, but he is now under the gods 
of light commanded by the Goddess of Light Luminaria. He has a humanoid body that is tan and 
built with the only different is that his head is a golden disk. The golden disk head is spewing out 
rays of light and fire akin to a sun which represents that he is indeed a god of the sun.

The God Inti was a powerful god back then, but he was reduced to becoming a Greater God when 
his followers were massacred. The ones that massacred his followers was none other than the angels 
themselves under the command of the Goddess of Light Luminaria. He was furious about this event 
that he challenged the Goddess of Light Luminaria to a battle which he ultimately lost.

He who was powerful when he had a million followers back then was reduced to a sorry state when 
he was overpowered by the Goddess of Light Luminaria. The Goddess of Light Luminaria did not 
kill the God Inti from existence as she needed gods to siphon power from. She has limited divine 
energy vessels since she was not born a goddess which is why she made sure to bind the other gods 
of light under a pact.

The Goddess of Light Luminaria acted as the master of all the gods of light that she has defeated. 
They acted like a lower god under her that she can use when the time comes. This is also the reason 
why the other High Gods are not calling out her actions as they cannot offend each other.

Battle between the High Gods is not something that the current world can do as it will also have 
repercussions. The divine realms will shake and might be destroyed which will lead to all the gods 
be accessible by the dark gods or the distorted gods. There were gods that were killed by the 
Goddess of Light Luminaria to set an example, but she made most of the ones she defeated as her 
underling.

The God Inti is one of those that became the Goddess of Light Luminaria's underling. He had to 
swallow his pride and bow down to the Goddess of Light Luminaria or else he might have been 



sealed. He still bears a grudge to what happened to his followers back then, but he has no choice but 
to go with the wishes of the Goddess of Light Luminaria.

"Let us conquer this kingdom and be done with it! I am losing so much energy when I am not 
situated near a temple." The God Inti stated as he enhanced more monsters to destroy the kingdom 
that is in front of him.

"They chose to not submit which is why the Goddess of Light Luminaria has decided destruction 
upon them. We can always rebuild a kingdom as long as we do not slaughter every human there. Of 
course, we will only save the humans, but the others will taste our holy steel." The angel stated to 
which the God Inti sneered.

The God Inti did not like the angels one bit as they are arrogant and prideful. They were also the 
ones that killed all of his followers back then because they were different to the angels. The God 
Inti did not like working with the angels because of what they have done but it was the Goddess of 
Light Luminaria orders.

"I might as well enjoy this body and create demigod babies with mortal women after this. That 
brazen woman will not be able to stop that." The God Inti stated as he thought that this kingdom 
will be easily ran over.

Just as the God Inti thought that having some of the empowered monsters were enough, a powerful 
pillar of light suddenly appeared from the skies. The God Inti felt another god has descended unto 
the battlefield and it was the god that is being revered by the kingdom that they are attacking. The 
god that descended was not as powerful as him, but the God Inti could tell that he was a god of war.

Just like what the God Inti observed, a god of war did descend unto the battlefield, and it was the 
God Neto. He was a lesser god of war that is under the God Ares as one of his confidants. The gods 
of war are spread thin due to protecting a lot of kingdoms which is why only a few gods can 
descend to help them against the angels.

Descending is also not as easy as one might think as there should at least be a temple dedicated to 
them for them to appear. Faith must also be in abundance for the gods to manifest as well. The 
Greater Gods of War descended unto kingdoms that were incredibly large to protect them from 
monster hordes. This left the smaller kingdoms be at the hands of the lesser gods of war.

"God Inti, a god of war has descended. What do we do? We cannot easily defeat him and the 
monsters that you have created will only pose a minor challenge to him." One of the angels 
reported.

"Continue with luring the monsters to this kingdom. I shall deal with the god that descended 
myself." The God Inti stated.

The God Inti is confident that he will be the one victorious against the God Neto even if he does not 
have a nearby temple. The temples of Light in the kingdom that they are attacking were all 
destroyed by the soldiers when the angels threatened them. This is also the reason why he is losing 
more energy compared to before.

"I am still a greater god. A lesser god will have no chance against me even if he has a temple by his 
side to feed him power." The God Inti stated as he suddenly vanished from his location.

==



The God Neto descended upon a kingdom where he is worshipped as the monster horde there was 
increasing even more. The king and the nobility were shocked to suddenly have a god by their side. 
The people even cheered when they felt the godly presence of the God Neto.

"I shall clear all the monsters in your kingdom, my followers. Under the banner of the Gods of War! 
I will make sure that all of you are safe! Soldiers of this kingdom! Come with me and defend your 
loved ones!" The God Neto shouted as he empowered all the soldiers and combatants in the 
kingdom.

As soon as the God Neto appeared, he started slaughtering the monsters that kept pouring unto the 
kingdom. The soldiers and combatants are even joining him in his bloodbath as the monsters fell 
down one after the other. They were wary of the angels in the distance, but they were not coming 
closer due to the presence of the God Neto.

"Lesser God! Stop protecting these heretics! They shall be punished under the command of the 
Goddess of Light Luminaria." The God Inti suddenly declared as the people of the kingdom 
suddenly saw another god.

The people of that kingdom were in shock that they were declared as heretics when it was the 
angels that wanted them as slaves. They have heard of what happened to the other races except for 
humans and they will not have that here. This kingdom has been one of the oldest and most just 
when it comes to ruling as there are many demi humans living here.

Even the queen of this kingdom has gnome blood running in her veins while the king is a half orc. 
The citizens also loved this kingdom because the nobility is not corrupt as they really do their best 
to serve the people. The citizens knew that things might change if the angels take over which is why 
they voluntarily destroyed the Church of Light and casted those in it away.

"You have no jurisdiction to place judgment of innocent people! You, Gods of Light, have grown 
more arrogant as we just let you be." The God Neto stated.

"If you do not wish to step away then I will have to kill you myself. Enjoy being put to slumber for 
hundreds of years!" The God Inti shouted as his weapon suddenly appeared on his hands. 
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The God Inti summoned a great sword that has jagged teeth on the side that resembled the rays of 
the sun. The God Neto also strengthened his weapon which is a sword and shield. The two gods did 
not even need to have a signal as they immediately started to exchange blows with each other.

Each time the two gods clashed; the force of their fight could be felt as it made the surroundings 
rumbled. The God Neto could feel the difference between them as he was getting pushed back 
further and further. The God Inti was incredibly joyous as the god before him was weak and he did 
not have to exert everything to win.

Chapter 1787  Battle Between Light God and War God

"This cannot be. If I fall here, then this kingdom will also fall due to those winged bastards!" The 
God Neto stated as he was getting pushed back further and further by the God Inti.

"Admit defeat and let the people of this kingdom surrender to us. If that happens then I shall 
promise to hspare you and half the people living in this kingdom!" The God Inti stated as he pointed 
his weapon towards the God Neto.



"Half? And you call yourselves as the gods of compassion. It seems that all gods of light are 
missing the C, O, M, P, I, and N in the word compassion which is what perfectly describes all of 
you. I shall stop all of you here even if I have to be sealed for a thousand years!" The God Neto 
stated as he suddenly called forth enough power to double his current strength.

The God Neto started to get covered by a crimson armor that looked like metal plates with dragon 
scale design. He was covered from the neck to his feet with a cool looking armor that will definitely 
give one the impression that he is a god of war. His sword is also covered in crimson light as well 
which represented the bloodlust that every god of war possesses.

"You wish to perish then! I shall kill you and this kingdom with you as a funeral rite. Let this be an 
example to all those that defy the gods of light!" The God Inti stated as he is also suddenly covered 
in golden armor that has the motif of the sun. n/ô/vel/b//jn dot c//om

"War God's Strike!" The God Neto shouted as he became a crimson comet that surged towards the 
God Inti.

"Sun God Slash!" The God Inti shouted as he became a golden comet that clashed with the crimson 
comet that the God Neto became.

The most powerful attack of the gods clashed with one another, and it actually created a powerful 
shockwave that destroyed the magic barrier protecting the kingdom below. Fortunately, the people 
were safe as they have been evacuated but the rooves of a few buildings got crushed. The magus of 
the kingdom hurriedly put up another barrier as flying monsters might enter if it was not restored 
immediately.

The clash of the two gods also affected those that were observing as they were sent flying a few 
meters back. This was the first time that the players in Pandemonium a battle between the gods. 
They have seen a battle with a god but not a battle between gods that are almost equal in strength.

The people watching the fight gulped in anticipation to see who won as the clash of the two ended 
as soon as they collided with each other. When the smoke cleared up, one could see the clear victor 
in the clash between the two gods. The people of the kingdom suddenly had a gloomy expression 
when they witnessed it.

The giant sword that the God Inti wielded was piercing the body of the God Neto. The God Neto, 
on the other hand, is piercing the right shoulder of the God Inti. Both gods managed to hit each 
other but only one of them dealt a more devastating blow.

"Struggle all you want but the end is still the same. I commend you for hitting my shoulder but that 
is all you have done." The God Inti stated as he was about to sever the God Neto's body in half.

"Do you think that I will easily succumb?!" The God Neto stated as he let go of his sword and 
gripped the giant sword piercing him with all his strength so that the God Inti does not finish him 
off.

"Futile! You are nothing but helpless. Burn in the might of my sun flames!" The God Inti stated as 
he was about to engulf the God Neto in his sun flames.

"You have done nothing to help those people. Die knowing that you are helpless!" The God Inti 
stated as his golden disk head started to shine brightly.



The people of the kingdom started to weep as their patron god was about to get killed trying to 
protect them. The God Neto struggled with all he has but he could not stop the giant sword from 
burning him. He tried his best but the gap between a greater god and a lesser god cannot be easily 
surpassed.

Just as the God Neto was about to use his body to create a divine explosion to save the people, a 
scythe suddenly pierced the chest of the God Inti. The God Inti was shocked as his divine body was 
pierced so easily but the energy that permeated in his chest burned his insides. The God Neto was 
shocked as he saw a being akin to an evil demon god behind the God Inti clutching the head of his 
opponent.

"Universal Threat! Thank you for letting your guard down." A cold voice came from the being that 
looked like an evil demon god as he ran the blade upwards and sliced the head of the God Inti in 
half.

The angels that were cheering and laughing at their victory suddenly panicked as someone killed 
the god that was supposed to protect them. Some angels managed to recover from the shock and 
charged towards the evil looking demon god, but they were unsuccessful. The angels that were 
around could not move as if their bodies were bound by something.

The angels suddenly became overcame with fear as they heard the sounds of chains clanging which 
they cannot see. The longer that the angels were bound by an invisible force, the louder they could 
hear the chains clanging about as if it was a hallucination in their head. It was when they could 
clearly see the evil looking demonic god can they see that the things bounding them are indeed 
chains.

The angels looked at the source of the chains and saw a frightening monster that as made of mist 
and chains.

Chapter 1788  Made a War God Laugh

The angels prayed to their goddess for assistance, but their words were not heard because someone 
already interfered with the surroundings. The moment that the God Inti died is when all of the 
beings in the area have noticed that the surroundings have changed. A large hound made of mist was 
actually circling about in their kingdom and they only noticed it now.

"An illusion!" The God Neto stated as the giant sword piercing his stomach vanished upon the death 
of the God Inti.

The God Neto suddenly feared the individual that came to his rescue as he has never felt such 
sinister energy. The being in front of him was a being that can bring death even to gods which is 
why the God Neto was in high alert even if the other party killed the rivaling god. He was also 
caught up in the illusion that was already in place even before the fight between him and the God 
Inti started.

"Goddess! Sav..ee… u..ss!" The angels cried out, but it was all in vain because all of their spiritual 
bodies were crushed by the chains that enveloped their body.

The souls that were supposed to return to the Silver City was captured and put in soul lamps by the 
mist chain monster that killed them. The God Neto was extremely wary of the individual that 
popped out that he used his remaining grit to tightly hold his sword just in case a fight breaks out. 
He is also wary of the mist hound that appeared beside the kingdom as it was huge.



The God Neto prepared to go after the mist hound first should it rampage and attack the kingdom, 
but his worries were for nothing. As soon as the God Inti and the angels accompanying him have 
been all killed, the evil demon god looking individual vanished along with the mist chain monster 
and the mist hound. The God Neto breathe a sigh of relief as the terrifying being left him alive 
unlike his opponents.

The God Neto then remembered that there was still a monster horde that needs to be killed. He 
looked down and saw all monsters below have been killed. The God Neto inspected the monsters 
and saw that there were holes in the bodies of all the monsters as if something sharp sprung up from 
below them to impale all of them.

The God Neto then remembered the mist hound that was roaming the kingdom. The mist hound 
must not have been roaming the borders of the kingdom but killing all the monsters that were 
charging towards it. He then used the remaining faith that he has taken from the people of the 
kingdom to heal the wound on his body.

The God Neto then descended unto the people to check is someone was hurt or have been affected 
by the fight earlier. The image of a powerful entity made of dark mist still lingers in the eyes of the 
God Neto. The people prayed and revered him as he descended while the priests that served him at 
his temple asked him of what happened.

"Our War God Neto! We thank you for protecting us, but can I ask who was that deathly being that 
killed the opposing god?" The head priest asked as he was also wary of a being that can kill a god 
and have monster subordinates at its call.

"Deathly?! Huh… Ahahaha!" The God Neto muttered as the choice of words from his head priest 
suddenly connected the dots for him which made him laugh out loud.

The people and the priests that saw the God Neto could not help but be a bit strained when they saw 
their god laugh as if it was the funniest joke. They did not dare to raise their voices on what is funny 
because the being before them is a god after all. They just waited for the God Neto to stop laughing 
before asking him again.

"I am sorry if it is a bit rude to ask, War God Neto… but please tell us of your sudden jovial 
outburst." The head priest asked but he was shivering with fear as he might get killed on the spot for 
being impertinent.

"Your words describing that being just rung true because the gods and goddesses of light along with 
the angels have angered gods that they should not have angered. Do you know that there is a group 
of gods that even the Gods of War fear?" The God Neto stated.

"A group of gods that even the mighty and fearless Gods of War fear? Could you possibly elaborate, 
please?" The head priest asked.

"The group of gods that even we gods of war fear are none other than the Gods of Death. They are 
the most patient and loving but you must never bring them problems. They have sent the Arbiter of 
the Damned to gather the souls of the gods that created this mess." The God Neto stated as he once 
again laughed because he knows that the gods of light are going to get hunted and killed 
mercilessly.

The God Neto finally remembered the energy that he felt when the being killed the God Inti earlier. 
The being that he described as the evil demon god reeked of the stench of death. It was so potent 



that it even made the God Neto puke even though war gods also have the stench of death as they 
often killed enemies in battlefields.

"Do not worry about that being for now as it will not bring harm to all of you. In fact, that being 
might be the only saving grace that the world has now so that order can be restored. All of you 
focus on defending and rebuilding the kingdom as the monster horde might come again. I shall 
return to my divine realm to recuperate but I will aid you once more if a powerful being comes 
again." The God Neto stated as he suddenly vanished from his position to return to his divine realm. 
n/ô/vel/b//jn dot c//om

Chapter 1789  The Feared Reaper of Gods

Adrian was able to track down the first god of light in his list and that was the God Inti. The God 
Inti is also one of the more powerful gods on the list which is why he needed to be careful since he 
is not that powerful like him. Adrian is currently supercharged by the gods of death by allowing his 
true form in the mortal realm, but he only has the strength a bit higher than a lesser god but lower 
than a greater god.

[The Gods of Death has silently interfered with the world to let you access your true form 
permanently for the time being.]

[Deliver all the souls of the Gods of Light that the Gods of Death have given.]

[For each God of Light that you kill, you will be rewarded with one level.]

One might think that Adrian would level up like crazy if he were to kill gods in his current form but 
that is not the case. This mission was basically having the Gods of Death go against the flow of the 
world by having a being of pure death manifest fully. The downside of this power up would be 
Adrian not getting any experience from killing gods.

If he were to get experience, then he might jump ten levels per Greater God and five levels per 
Lesser God. Adrian did not mind because what he wants is revenge and not experience points. He 
made sure to clear all the angels that accompany the gods of light in the battlefield to set fear and an 
example. n/ô/vel/b//in dot c//om

Adrian managed to find the God Inti because the players livestreaming all kinds of battle. He made 
use of the streaming channels to see if something anomalous will occur. He found the most 
anomalous one and that is monsters gaining the powerful sun attribute.

Adrian watched a bit until he saw that two gods are suddenly talking to each other. He made his 
decision and teleported to the coordinates of the livestream. He was able to see the God Neto easily 
killing the monsters until the God Inti intervened.

One might think that Adrian would be sensed by the gods, but he was hiding in a pocket dimension. 
He made sure to not be discovered as he needs the God Inti to be weakened. He did not even think 
to work with the God Neto to kill the God Inti as that would just give away what he was and will 
do.

Adrian observed as the two gods clashed while he prepared everything that he needs to do. Adrian 
summoned Sirius and let him activate Samael's Domain slowly until all the area is affected. He also 
made the illusion that everything is the same. He then summoned Charon and let him slowly make 
his chains slither towards the angels that were watching the scene of the two gods fighting.



The two gods did not notice because they were more focused on their battle. The God Inti might not 
want to admit but the God Neto is putting up a good fight. If the God Inti is not careful then he 
might be the one to lose as Gods of War are unpredictable when in comes to the battlefield and he 
might be the one to lose instead. All of this worked in Adrian's favor as he managed to do 
everything without getting detected.

Now that Adrian was finished with the preparations, he just needs the perfect time to execute his 
plan. Adrian waited patiently as the two gods finally made decisive blows. Adrian wanted the fight 
to be as close as possible and have the God Neto slightly win but it seems that is wishful thinking. 
The God Inti is more powerful than the God Neto, but the latter put up a good fight.

"This is the perfect chance as they are not moving." Adrian stated as he summoned his scythe and 
became truly undetectable even by the gods.

The God Inti was drunk on his supposed win as all he needs to do is burn the God Neto in his sun 
flames. Just as the God Inti was about to produce the sun flames, Adrian struck with perfect 
precision and cunning. The God Inti was struck in his chest and was incapacitated with nether 
energy. Before the God Inti could have a chance to recover slightly, Adrian sliced upwards which 
destroyed the divine body of his target. The God Inti died, and his divine soul was about to return to 
his divine realm to recuperate but Adrian grabbed it with all his might. With the powerful 
enhancement of Nether Energy, Adrian grasped the divine soul of the God Inti as he needed to 
deliver it to the underworld.

Adrian did not want to leave any evidence of his involvement which is why Sirius is important. 
Samael's Domain has a special ability when empowered by nether energy and that is to disconnect 
the mortal realm from communications with the gods. The angels that pleaded for help to their 
goddess were not heard as they were crushed to death by the nether chains.

The souls of the angels were all captured as well since they should never be able to revive in the 
Silver City. If the angels revived, then they would be informed that someone was attacking all of 
them. Charon captured all of the souls of the angels and kept them in soul lamps which is his 
exclusive ability in his nether form.

The fear of death came to all the gods of light that are involve as the Arbiter of the Damned hunted 
everyone cleanly. It was only until Adrian has killed five gods of light that the angels and the other 
gods become wary. The angels and gods of light no longer moved recklessly as they also moved in 
pairs which made Adrian move much slower. Still, Adrian has achieved his goal and that is to plant 
the fear of death upon the haughty gods that have been left unchecked.

Chapter 1790  The Wary Gods of Light

News about gods of light dying to an unknown evil demonic god started to spread as there were 
some players mixed with the angels that Adrian killed. Adrian expected that he might at least clean 
up until eight gods of light before news broke but the players are indeed the greatest variable. 
Unlike NPC souls, the souls of players are given more freedom which is why Adrian cannot 
interfere with it unless he is in the afterlife.

The remaining gods of light started to pair up and bring more angels to accompany them which 
made it difficult for Adrian to hunt them. This is not all bad as the conquest of the angels slowed 
down by half as they needed to focus more resources in one area than spread out more. Adrian's 
activities also alerted the remaining six angelic leaders.



Adrian had to hide in pocket dimensions and wait for night to come because one of the six angelic 
leaders was using their gift to see in all areas touched by light. Adrian did not know how long that 
angel can do such a thing, but he needed to be discreet in order to be successful in assassinating all 
the gods of light. Using 'Universal Threat' was his perfect way of killing all the gods of light that he 
encountered before since even they cannot detect it.

Adrian would also look for chances instead of using it head on. He often waited for the gods to be 
distracted by either fighting another god or dealing with the demigods. Adrian managed to see the 
hidden demigods that protect each mysterious kingdom due to his excursion. n/o/vel/b//in dot c//om

Some demigods were wary of him while some thanked him for his help, but he did not reply to 
them. One of the rules of his current form is that he should not interact with any innocent mortal as 
his very form is death incarnate. Even demigods might get transported directly to the underworld if 
they touch him which is why he left as soon as he killed the targets.

==

"This cannot go on! We are cowering like scared animals!" The God Magec stated as the god was 
covered with gold and silver armor which made their gender unknown as their voice is also not low 
or high.

"We had a deal to split the kingdoms once we rule the entire central continent. The Aesir have 
assisted you in this struggle so all of you must keep your end of the bargain." The God Baldr stated 
as he is also a god of light, but his affiliation is with the Aesir instead of the Goddess Luminaria.

"You are also like us! You are just lucky that your father has a tacit understanding with the Goddess 
Luminaria or else you will also be under her heel!" The Goddess Prende stated as the God Baldr 
was acting like he was above them when he has a backer on par with the Goddess of Light 
Luminaria.

"If you are that irritated then why not send your armies to this realm. With the Asgardian army, we 
will be able to conquer the entire central continent within the day." The God Magec stated.

"The God Odin is currently sleeping as he has used his power to create a copy of Gungnir to help 
your servants pierce the world barrier. Do you think that doing that will not have consequences? 
Can you honestly answer that the Goddess Luminaria will be fine if she creates a copy of her Dawn 
Scepter?" The God Baldr stated.

The gods of light under the Goddess Luminaria knew that even she will fall into a few months sleep 
to recover that energy. The Gods of Light expected that the Asgardian army would have been able 
to cross the dimension easily but there were some Daemos that interfered immediately. They were 
able to kill those Daemos, but the crack was fixed which made it unbearable for other than gods to 
cross the dimensional threshold.

In fact, one soldier from the Asgardian Army volunteered to cross the dimension but he was almost 
crushed by the force of the world barrier. Gods of Space are needed to cross the dimensional barrier 
safely or an assistance from a High God. The God Odin went to sleep due to the backlash of 
creating a copy of his divine spear while the God Heimdal that guards the Bifrost cannot use it due 
to sending that spear to the mortal realm.

The Bifrost was heavily damaged due to sending the copy of Gungnir to the Silver City. A few 
months or maybe a year would be needed to fix it. The only way to cross that dimensional barrier 



would be the aid of a Daemos or the sacrifice of a million souls. They cannot ask the Daemos for 
help because they killed some of them while the Gods of Death will be under their tails should they 
use the second option.

"What should we do then? The other gods of light are afraid to get killed as they did not return to 
their divine realms when killed! Even the Goddess of Light Luminaria is fuming but she is keeping 
it in as the expansion is proceeding." The Goddess Prende stated.

"What or who do you think is responsible for the deaths of the gods and the angels? Could it be the 
demigods or is it the Daemos?" The God Magec asked.

"The most likely would be the demigods as they are greedy beings that want to get our divine 
energy so that they can ascend to true divinity easier than gaining that divinity from scratch. The 
Daemos is still an option as there is the Champion of the Twin Gods in their camp." The Goddess 
Prende stated.

"It must be the demigods because the Champion of the Twin Gods is currently in Avalon fixing the 
dimensional rifts popping up due to the help of our other accomplices. My spies have told me that 
the Daemos are not dealing with us right now because they need the world to stabilize. We must 
rule at least half of the central continent before the Daemos moves! If we establish order before the 
Daemos could intervene then they will not be able to touch us. They make the world stable as is 
their job! It must be the demigods which is why kill any demigods that you encounter but make sure 
to still look out for other beings that want to kill the gods and the angels! Even Mikhail is fuming as 
the number of angels are declining." The God Baldr stated.
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