| stood laughing at my Beta, who was running.
ffrom his own mate as he held a cupcake above
his head.

"Wayne, put that back! It's for after dinner!" Harley
yelled as she chased him. '

‘No way!
"WAYNE!" She yelled again

He knows if she gets him, he is in for it. But he
was trying to peel the paper off and eat it as he
ran, which only made her yell more. Our cook alsa
stood off the side laughing, watching a grown-ass
man run from his mate because he stole sweets:

With one shove, he managed to get the whole
thing in his mouth stoppmg as he d|d He :




.

suld sneak another one.

A Ipha, we have breech!* One of my patrols callec
~ through the link,
l “Where?" | was already moving towards the door.
"West border”
"Rogues?’
"No Witch,

"Harely. Stay with Rose." | called out as | rushed
out the door.

"On it!"

Wayne was right behind me as we took off across
the yard, Shifting as soon as | hit the tree line.
Racing through the woods.

E | am trying to figure out why a witch would be




| walked to where he stood, taking a deep breath.

| picked up the scent right away. it was intense,
which meant it was an older witch. Their smell
becomes more potent as they age, almost like a
vampire

*Have you picked up this scent at any other time?

Anywhere on the border?

He shook his head. "No, Alpha, this is the only
time. We had rogues the other day, but they never
crossed. They just followed the board."

Just as | kneeled to check the ground, a wave of
fear hit me. | knew it wasnt mine.

*Rose!" | called her through the link.

*Jaxs." Her voice was all but a whisper.

’




g up, and she is gone. | ¢
Witeh, but no one is up here!"

'$*, | yell, shifting, taking off for the pack house

I didnt shift back when | reached the house. |
slammed through the door and ran up the steps.
Once | was on my floor, | saw Harley standing
there. She was looking around on the floor.

The smell filled my nose instantly. It's the same
scent from the border.

Shifting back, | ran into her room. When | came
back out, Wayne tossed me a pair of shorts.

‘Do you smell that?" He asked

“Yeah. It's the same from the border. How did they
reach the house?"
'l do not know. They must have slipped betwee
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,T'it"Seem to feel her through the bohd;‘it'fi‘é’r .' 1
she put a block up, and that dam witch scentis’ “i,

T
overpowering Rose's scent.” ),l
“The smell is strong. It has to be an older witch, |
No newbie low-level witch will hold that horrible of !

a stench!
She wrinkled her nose.

| need to call Harrison. He said his father had
been meeting with a witch. He may have found

out who'"

Wayne had put together some groups they had left
out, trying to get information on the darker side of
witcheraft, They came up empty-handed,

| went straight to my office.
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of. So now that you have her, our deal is comple"te
l want nothing more to do with Alpha Jaxson. "

*Scared, are we?"

‘I would prefer to live longer. He's going to
overturn this whole country until he finds her. He
marked her; his wolf would go crazy until he found
her. And im not going to be here when he does.”

“Why would you be afraid of one single wolf? You
nave more power than he does, yet you are
running away.

“Just because im a witch does not mean i cant
die. And I'm not about to go up against one of the
- most powerful Alphas because you took his mate.




St W _,seemg how much she feared m _
my boys. | let them do what they wanted, knowindi -
she could do nothing. She would never put up @ =

fight.

I'have invested too much to let this go. | know he
will come looking for her, but he won't find her. |
have covered my tracks. Even though that witch
argued and was against helping me more, |
twisted her arm and forced her to

He won't find her here. He won't be able to track
her through their bond. | need to get that mark
removed from her next. | knwo that dam witch
won't help with that. She already said no. So, | will
search for another willing person.

That will be an issue tomorrow, right now. | need.
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