She stared right at Slade, near on speechless ¢
his words, then asked “How do you know?” as
turned her eyes to the ignition and started the car.
“The full moon's not until tomorrow.”

“Audrey can feel the sparks on her skin already;
and the closer the full moon gets, the more she
craves me.”

‘Do you feel it, scent her?” Ori asked him.

“No, but that doesn't mean it's not true, I've been
watching her for a while now too.” He chuckled
softly, “It's so very cute, the way she tries to hide it,
her knowing.”

Ori could actually hear the happiness in his voice,
he was actually really excited about this.

She pulled the car out and headed back towards :
the pack, not that she wanted to. The last
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Slade had come home to assess them and make
his choice.

She'd said nothing to anyone for those two days.
She wasn't supposed to know; she had overheard
by accident, just like the first time.

Her eyes looked at a very happy Slade in the
passenger seat next to her, the way he'd greeted

her, all happy and smiling. She didn't think that he
knew about it yet either. Didn't think that he would
be this happy with her in the car if he knew. He
would be all apologetic and filled with guilt for not
telling her.

They were both supposed to be getting
blindsided, only she had a heads-up. “Is Audrey
upset, that you're off home and not with her onthe
full moon, so you two can scent each other ol
she asked him.




“I get it.” She murmured.

“All hands on.” He laughed “she’s worse than | am

“I said | get it.” She repeated herself. “I can also
smell her on you." and she could, it irritated her
quite a bit, even China seemed unhappy about it,
the scent of another on her pup’s father. ‘Not our
Mate.” She reminded China, and he wasn't. He had
an Alpha female that could feel the sparks of their
Mate Bond already.

“You smell different yourself,” Slade commented,
and she turned and looked at him with a frown,
watched him actively try and smell her.

“Do you remember what happened the last time
you did that?” she grated out instantly. She did
know that a pregnant she-wolf, smelled sllghtly’
different to the pup’s father more desn a




“What? A boyfriend, since when?” he asked
seemed more than shocked, and she realised sl
had his undivided attention now, hadnt meantto
do that. Didn't even know where those words had
come from.

“‘Mm.” she shrugged “A few days now, you're
probably picking up his scent or a bit of it... | had
to wear his shirt, he didn't like the idea of me in a
car alone with you.” rolled out of her, and so
bloody easily, and she could have kicked herself,
where the hell were all these lies coming from. It
was one bloody lie after another, she realised.

“Got some nails | see.” he reached out and

touched her hand on the steering wheel, ‘you're o
wearing make-up too, you look very dliffere[it"" '




it really matter? He had a Mate now anyway.

They drove in silence, and he murmured “I'm
gonna nap, I'm beat”” She heard the slight
amusement in his voice, with those last two
words.

“What else is new? You slept on the trip to Alpha
College. You might as well sleep on the way back.

He snorted “yep, why not?”

This was not a good start, she needed to talk to
him, but every time she looked at him, she
recalled just how damned happy he'd been with
that she-wolf, an alpha-blooded female. He was
getting exactly what he wanted; a tall leggy
blonde, that couldn't get enough of him, would
give him pure alpha-blooded pups.

A part of her just wanted to yell it at him,




pregnant, with not her mate's pup! No, -to‘"th',e‘.f t
Alpha of the pack, her best friend even. '

That was about to change and she knew it. She
looked at him asleep in the car as she sat at a red
traffic light and knew she just couldn't do it. Ruin
his happiness. He wanted her as his Beta, she
knew that it was his and her father that did not.
They'd overruled him, and he didn't even know it
yet.

He would go back to Alpha College in just three
days, the day after the full moon, and she could let

him be none the wiser, let him have that happy
blissful moment and gain his Goddess Gifted

Mate when he went back to Alpha College. She
just had to keep the knowledge to herself, only let
it out when the pup was born. Play the 'I dodt;.
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bf them and the way they had all stabbed he
the back.

She scrubbed a hand over her face and sighed
heavily to herself, her life was out the window, she
was not the future Beta anymore, a complete
disappointment in her father's eyes, the moment
he found out about the pup ‘irresponsible’ would
be the word coming out of his mouth, even more
so when he found out that it had come from a
drunken one-night stand, that she was going to
plead she had no memory of.

Un-mated and pregnant at 18, hell, the whole
bloody pack was going to be looking down on her,
and she knew it, but she would not have them do
that to Slade. Not until it had to happen, she would
bear it all and then just apologise to him, when he_'
was hauled home when Alpha Roman found 0
after the pup was born.




been. She just had to keep her secret until he left.
It was all of a day and a half now. She could do
that.

They crossed into the pack, and she saw him relax
a little as they crossed over the actual border, and
he felt the connection to his home. It always
settled a wolf when they came home, but then he
just sat up and looked annoyed a minute later, “
your dad | presume.” She murmured at hearing
him huff.

‘Yes,” he muttered, “he wants to see me pronto”

She didn't say anything. What was there to say? i
She knew what was about to happen. Today was




in order of rank. He was being formally presente
to Slade as he got home, her demotion and
announcement already made, only she didn't know
about it.

She heard Slade sigh very heavily, and turned to
look at him, and she saw his eyes move right to
hers and there it was; the guilt she'd thought she'd
see if he knew. “You knew.” She stated as pain
filled her, he'd been in agreement to do this to her,
and like this, they'd been in this car for seven
bloody hours, and he'd said absolutely nothing,
had slept practically the whole bloody trip home
even, clearly didn't care at all how it was done, had
known and said nothing. '

“Yes, I've known for a while it was actu;
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