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AN

* the pack border “Slade, did you tell her yet?"

“Not yet." He answered the man.

“You son, had plenty of time to do so. I've already
announced the new leadership to the pack. |
suggest you do it quickly.”

He couldn't bloody believe it, his father had
already announced it, he could bloody kill him
right this minute. He'd said before he went back to
Alpha College, that didn't bloody mean before he
got home.

The moment he saw them all there on the
packhouse steps, he sighed heavily. This was it.
He could barely look at her, to tell her what he'd
done, it was hard enough having to think about it,
knowing he'd made the decision himself. Let
alone having to tell her, and now like this, t

~not how it was done.
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He had been planning on sitting her down and q
telling her why he'd made the decision, to save her |
family from being banished. In the hope that it

would lessen the hurt she felt over it, maybe keep
their friendship intact.

And now for her to drive into the pack and find out,
by way of her brother, standing right there on the
packhouse stairs being presented to him, in that
pack suit. Everything was now all f****d-up,
because his father was too Goddess damned

impatient to wait for him to do it himself.

He'd never once seen those beautiful eyes of hers
look at him like that before, to have to see the hurt
and then the betrayal she felt, right there in her

eyes directed at him. Before that look of

accusation and anger took over, he didn't want to
hurt her, his hands were tied, he got out of the car
and could have punched Hayden, for the smui s "
look on his new Beta's face. w=r
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moved into the Beta suite already as well, he kne
it was going to be bad. His eyes moved to Ori, she
was going to kill that boy, and he knew it, all hell
was about to break loose. This was not the right
way to tell her about what was going on, was in
fact not the right way to tell anyone that was being
demoted, for any reason, regardless of rank.

Let alone to have that smug bastard stand up
there and look at her the way he was, use that tone
with her.

It did surprise him to see her just stalk the hell
away from them all. He'd seen both Gammas |
move towards her, they'd felt the rage likely knew

away and moved his eyes right t
| the f**k is so funny, Beta?" He s
over to him, stood t aring




‘who knew he was ticked off, in a rage himself,
We have an agreement, son.”

“We do.” He grated out, but punched that little s**t
for good measure, right in the chest with all he
and Hail had and watched him go flying
backwards, stalked his way over to him laying on
the ground, a couple of meters away. “Insult your
sister once more, and see what you get” He and
Hail snarled down at him, put a foot right on that
boy's chest, where he'd punched him and pressed
down on it, heard the ribs c***k and saw the boys
eyes go wide "you might be the Beta now, but you
lack discipline and respect. I'll enjoy...” He found
hands on him, hauling him off the boy, didn't care,
roared anyway. “teaching you, beating it into you
good and proper, how | expect my Beta to behave.

"

three sets of hands on him, his eys
- past the stairs to Ori. ! t
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ﬂbwn the mmd link.

‘What else?’ He asked. He knew there was more t
it, he had seen those eyes of hers for a moment
before the rage.

‘That's all I'm getting, there is nothing else, that's
not the problem/

‘What is?’ He asked as he was hauled to the
Alpha's office.

‘Dad thought bloodlust, it didn't evolve though.
What did you say to her? She was angry at you
before she got out of the car. | was already feeling
for her, warned I'd better be on my game by my
own father’ |




¥
1

i
131

hair.
I
]”g:l,i




You think that, but | don't. Never bl
will, he'll pull his head-in Anders, or Vll roll my aura
at him every day | have to have him as my Beta. 1
don't like him, he's an asshole to his sister. And
you raised him to be like that” He grated himself.

He could see the anger in the man, he didn't really
care right this minute. He turned away from
Anders and looked right at his father. “You all
fx**%d this up so badly. | told you | would tell her
when | found the right time and | would have.’

“Son, | know you're angry, but we really needed to
just rip the band-aid off here. Dragging it out is
much worse. It's better this way, now that she’s not

your Beta”

“Better?” He looked around the room. “really! My
unit is pissed off, ambushed, | imagine, just like
Ori was. What did your Gamma feel?” He grated
out. “Palmer.” He snapped. 7 :

~ “Bloodlust, but she didn't lose control,
~ not let it consume her.’ §r=




.éhe’s not here? And just let that s**t so smugly t

her he's already gotten all that was rightfully hers.”

“Son.”

“He's lucky | didn't kill him,” Slade snarled, “and he
will bloody bow down and apologise to his sister
for that utter disrespect, and he'll f*****g mean it,
or I'll hold that bastard down till he does. I'm his
Alpha now, and he'll learn. | liked my Beta.
Respected my Beta and wanted my Beta. This is
not my choice. In my heart of hearts, that will
always be his sister. So, he'd better learn to shut
the hell up, or I'll do it for him each and every time.

"

His eyes moved right to Hayden, and the boy's




feﬂ apart around him.

He banged into his suite and just stood there. She
hated him right this minute, she'd known it was
coming, why she cut herself off from Palmer and
Yuri himself even. But for him to choose Hayden.
That, she had not expected, he'd always told her
she was his choice, and now he'd chosen her
brother over her.

He'd betrayed her, their friendship even, because
he had not told her, he'd known for days and not
told her. That was what was hurting her the most.
His father had screwed everything up, and he
didn't know how to fix it now. An apology wasn't
going to do it, no matter how heartfelt. She was
too angry to care right this minute.

He got a mind-link to go to his parents' suntef and
he told hlS father to shove it and cut th




“My hands were tied” He muttered “l had to ta
Hayden. | don't want that spoiled little s**t as my ‘
Beta”

“Oh, we got that” Palmer sighed, “that whiney
baby, is crying about you punching him one, right
now, down there in your father’s office, apparently
he doesn't understand why you would punch your
own Beta.”

He closed his eyes, “this s**t show, was not
supposed to go down like this. | was going to
hang out with you guys tonight, and tell Ori myself
tomorrow, try and explain it to her, the right way,
father f****d it all up.”

“How long have you known?” Yuri sighed.

“A few days only, like three” He muttéred;._




was going to be a power struggle, also expecti gt
it, why she's been withdrawn, has been cutting |
herself off from all of us in preparation for this,

she just...” He sighed heavily “wasn't expecting me
to give her up for her brother.”

“You told her that?” They both gasped.

“Part of the deal | struck.” He muttered “I thought
it would be better coming from me, but father has

royally screwed it up now.”

He sat down on his couch. It was late, 10pm
already. He pulled on that tether that was Ori, to
find out where in the pack she was, and she was

just standing in the middle of the pack; stationary.

It was odd to him, then he realised she must







