completely”

“Well, whose fault is that? You screwed her over.
She's pissed off, managed to somehow contain a
full-blown bloodlust, is what Palmer stated.” His
eyes moved to Charlton.

“| felt it build, have seen it and felt it twice now, in
my lifetime, it's not pretty. It has a very distinct
feeling to it, from a Gamma's point of view; anger
and fury that comes from both the human and the
wolf together. Their emotions align and come
together. They rolled their pain and feelings of
betrayal into that anger. This forms very quickly
and takes over in only a few minutes, because
they both; the human and the wolf, are consumed
with it” He nodded and sighed heavily, “kind of
feels like how a tornado looks | guess, there's i

~ nothing else, no sadness, no fear, no joy, noth
Ty SR LI i ‘( -JI"?" |




of the car on the way home, where it was just you
and her, and no one could interrupt or overhear.

YoUhad six hours to explain your reasons why to
~ thegirl”

.:j"'_W.élI, you thought wrong”.

“ did, it seems. | couldn't undo it when | found out
i you‘hédn't told her as you came back into the

pack. It was already done by the time you got
hor 'e,; The pack knew, | couldn't un-announce it




- Charlton felt less anger from her when he tried to
connect to her, and he was trying son. Just to feel
her out, that was all not to actually speak to her at
that time, and we waited until she felt calmer”

“It took well over an hour for her to even start to
calm down,” Charlton stated.

“Everyone got shut out the entire Alpha unit, both
Palmer and Yuri, her own mother, the Luna even,
no one was getting through to Ori." His father told
him.

“Well, | wonder why?” His voice dripped with
sarcasm.

“Son, we're just trying to contain her, keep her
inside the pack until the full moon. We need her to
[ stay here, it's important that she’s here for the full
~ moon. | was actually worried she was going to.




. rd
st: all the Beta's duties including
lishments, what rules, regulations go with what
ishments, what all the infractions are,
everything she and | need to know, so we can dish
out punishment when you're off pack territory.”

“| was just trying to pull her into line, it worked in
the past.” His father sighed “she can't stand the
thought of anyone thinking she's irresponsible.”

“Yes, and there's a reason for that” His eyes
moved right to Anders, “she needs her father's
approval at all times, has been trying to win and
get his approval all her life. That's why she falls
into line.”

“Yes, we know, that's why it should have worked
his father stated.

3 He snorted “Really, you don't know her so well
| then, she's not looking for his approval anymore.
She stopped doing that weeks ago, the day |




o so the closer the full moon gets, it's you,
gi .a‘ét'ing to her actual emotions, part of your mate
bond on display even though you don't scent her
out yet.”

“vou all think I'm actually her Mate?” he raised an
eyebrow.

“Yes," his father nodded, ‘| also think there's a high

possibility she'd reject you, just to stay the Beta to
the pack as well”

“What? Why would she?” He frowned at them.

“Because, son, she's desperate to keep her
| position as the pack Beta. Do you think she'd give
"“ it up so easily? She wants to be a female Beta,
~ show that there can be such a thing”




there and stared at them'éll”_'r_ibﬁ}?.‘.z B
g she have rejected him to keep her Beta
ﬁ]e” He didn't honestly know the answer to that.
Then there begs the question of, if she did reject
him, would he have kept her as his Beta? That
would hurt every damn day, having to look at her
as his Beta, and know she'd rather be his Beta,
than his Luna.

Could he have lived with that if it was her
decision? He didn't honestly know, he'd liked her
for a long time, longer than he had likely ever
admitted to anyone, not even himself, he was just
standing now inside the Alpha’s office, a place that
would one day be his.

He had never thought about her not being by his

side, standing next to him. In his mind she was
always there. It's what he'd always wanted, but if

she they, were gifted to each other. He thoughti e




Luna to thls pack, not just, the Beta, but wnth those
Mate Bond laws, they could not actually tell him,
or her, what they thought and try to push them
together beforehand.

Because if they did and managed to convince
them it was true, and both he and she accepted it,

and she stepped down from the Beta position

expecting to be the Luna. Hayden stepping up into
that roll. and then they turned out not to be Mate's
at all. She'd never get her position back as the
Beta, because she willingly stepped down, and
then they would also probably be ruined by that.

Hell, he knew they would be, because if they had
both been convinced of it, he'd have pulled her
into his bed, before the full moon had set, and




He would never have rejected her, would have '}.;" 1
claimed her damned fast. So that no other could
have her, and he'd see those eyes that he loved so gt
much, look up at him every morning, but standing
here thinking about it now. Her, as not just his

Beta. Would she want that? After everything she

had gone through, all the hoops she had to jJump
through, just to prove she could do the job, and

keep her birthright? He didn't know. He sighed she
might not have accepted him as her Mate.

“Son,” his father touched his arm and brought him
back from his own thoughts.

“The mating alliance?” He asked, wanting answers
to that question. Why, if they thought Ori was his
Mate, would he need one?

|

“An idea to put to you, in case she reje

- you can move on from her”
R

i




internally.” Anders told him. “Why, we pushed
Hayden's training ahead so quickly, so she could
get used to the idea of not being a Beta, and be
open and willing to accept being your Luna. We
were just prepping for that.”

“You did it the wrong way,” Slade muttered. “You
should have told me what you thought all along. |
could have talked to her a month ago and none of
this would be happening right now.”

“We couldn't, not with the mate bond laws. That
would be considered coercion.”

“Then you should have just waited to see what
would have happened.” He muttered, “but no, you
just went about it in such an overbearing, | know
best manner, when you don't truly understand the




