~ what she needed right this minute, then

o5 they had no right to interfere. They were the
ones that had hurt her, and set this into
motion.

“Do you even like Oriana?” He heard Anders
ask him as he turned to go up the stairs, “or
was it just a drunken f**k for you? And

nothing more.”

Slade stopped walking and huffed a little,
turned and looked at the man, “Yes, |, more




on a hunch, or a guess, on your and fathers
Part. | cannot do anything about it. You all
set this off, not me. You're all responsible
for her current state and behaviour. Yes, |
added to it,” he nodded, “but if you'd let me
do it my way, this s**t show likely wouldn't
be happening at all.

‘I might have actually been able to manage
it; her pain, the hurt and betrayal she felt, if
I'd been allowed to do this my way. Sit her
down and talk to her, privately the way |
wanted to, calmly, logically. Explain my Slde 1
of it to her” (s

“You can still do that” Anders




f us. She needs space.”

“Slade_.”

“No, | could have avoided it. | know her,
what would make her understand. You don't
actually know your daughter at all, because
she never truly shows you who she is.
Doesn't think you love her, because she is a

girl.

‘If you'd let me do it my way, explain to her, |
had to release her as my Beta and take
Hayden, to stop father from banishing your
family after that fight that broke out in his
office, all wolfed out. Ori, | believe, would
have actually understood that. Accepted lt '
even. Maybe even thanked me, for saving




You all forget one very important thmg, tha_ i
she is actually just an 18-year-old girl full o o
emotions, fear of you never accepting thate 8
she can be a Beta,

‘Feels rejected by you, her own mother, and
her brother, because she was born first, as
a girl. All you see is the Beta, because that's
all she ever shows you, because inside
she’s terrified, you'll never love the girl she
is, and that girl, she craves approval and
love from you.”

He could see Anders standing there just

staring at him, likely realising just how bad
they had truly f****d things up with Ork o




~ “No, | get what you were trying to do. But
you were wrong. Father was wrong. She is
broken right at this minute and needs us to
just stay away from her, give her the space
she actually needs right now, so don'’t keep
tabs on her. Don't track her with your tether.
Especially don’t mind-link to her and try to

talk to her. Just leave her alone”
“The full moon?”

‘We'll have to wait and see,” he stated
simply “I'll not reject her, try and talk to her,
bring her around if we are Mates. It's all |
can do. But everyone here, needs tojust
leave her alone for now. Don't smothe ‘the'




life, as a reminder never to use that word
agamst her, ever again.

“Hail is actually stronger than you, your
mate and your son. | will punish you if | hear
that word even uttered under your or their
breath, on the grapevine even”

Anders was just staring at him now, more
than shocked by the full threat to him, his
mate and his son. Didn't say anything at all,
just stared at him, actually understood he
really did mean it. They had no idea how
angry he really was for what they’d done
and the fall-out that had now been caused.

“No one is to go near her until the full




his room, and knew that Hayden would be
in there. Didn't like it at all. Maybe it was
time to rid the Vales from the Beta
bloodline, seeing as none of the current
Alpha Unit thought the actual heir to the
Beta bloodline was acceptable at all.

He did not want Hayden as his Beta, and he
wondered, though only for a moment, how
Anders would feel about him kicking his
son from the ascension of the pack Beta.
Walked into his suite, realising he didn't
actually care what Anders thought. That
smug bastard currently in the Beta suite
didn’t deserve to be there.

- Hayden had shown that he dic dn’
il hg thought he was entitled




Hayden actually believed he was entitled i
be the pack Beta, but that boy had done
nothing to actually deserve it at all. Not
been pushed hard like she had, not made to
jump through all the hoops Ori had been
made to. No, he was simply entitled to it in

their eyes because he was the firstborn son
in the Beta line.

Slade stepped into his shower and stood
under the running water, if Ori was his Mate
and he could get her to accept him after
this s**t show. He also knew he would not
be keeping Hayden as his Beta. No,he
could find a new one, a Beta-blood >d wol




judgment and Ieadershlp skills. If she opté
for a female Beta, he would acceptone, if
she demanded a female Beta to prove to
their fathers and this pack that it was not
something to be dismissed, he would let
her do so, help her pick one, and would not

do what the council said; not to bring in one
that wasn't already mated yet.

To prove a bloody point to them all. that any
mate they had, could bloody well move here
to be with her, look after the pups once they
had them and stay here inside thlS pack




.;éiiﬁdfhe knew it, hkely wasn't goung to

- easy for along time, especially after the fi
moon, regardless of if he did or didn't scent
her out. .

Because if he didn*, all of this was for
naught, and he was going to beat everyone
in the Alpha Unit, with Hale behind every hit.
Because doing this, what they had done,
and he and Ori not scenting each other out,
would only compound on Ori’s pain and
feelings of betrayal, when she found out
why they had done this, and he was going

to tell her.

He would delay going back to Alpha College
himself, in the hope that he could get her
alone to talk to her. TeII her why he'd let hel







