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The next morning, Zachary woke up early, feeling something fluffy against his 
chin. He opened his eyes in confusion and saw Yasmin, sleeping in his arms, 
and her head was tucked under his chin. It looked like Yasmin had considered 
Zachary’s arms as her cozy nest. In fact, they were sleeping facing each 
other. She nestled in his arms with one of her arms wrapped around his wa!st, 
while their legs were entangled with each other. 

She slept in a most inadequate posture. Perhaps, she thought his arm as her 
pillow. But he still liked it. Zachary smiled, looking at her with adoration in his 
eyes. In fact, he felt satisfied embraced by her. Since he’d figured out his 
feelings for Yasmin last night, he seemed to enjoy his good night’s sleep. Now 
that the two of them were in the same room and sleeping on the same bed, he 
felt peaceful in his heart. 

As his sleepiness vanished, he regarded Yasmin from head to toe while she 
slept peacefully. Since she was lying on her side, he could only see the half of 
her face, which was again covered by her silky hair. Her smooth and delicate 
skin, long and curly eyelashes, beautiful red l!ps… everything was enchanting. 
After watching her cautiously for a long time, Zachary heaved a deep sigh. 
She was the most beautiful and attractive woman he had seen in his life. 
Staring at the beauty in his arms, his desire was getting more and more 
intense. 

In order to fulfill his great plan of pursuing her to become his wife, he needed 
to proceed step by step. Zachary couldn’t act rashly. He was afraid that if he 
rushed things, it might scare her away. Since his l.ust was overpowering his 
body and mind, he gently moved away from her. He was about to look away, 
but Yasmin’s ‘disheveled’ body made it impossible for him to take his eyes off 
her. He inhaled sharply as he took in her beauty. 

Although Yasmin wore a normal pajama set of vest and casual shorts, 
Zachery could almost see her plump b.reast covered by a pink b.ra properly. 
She tossed and turned in her careless sleeping position. 

Her slender and white legs were delicate and exposed. Looking at her 
sleeping comfortably, Zachary felt helpless while holding back his urge to k!ss 
her. It was the first time that he had such a strong desire for a woman, and he 
really wanted her. Although Yasmin behaved friendly with him, she wasn’t an 



easy girl to persuade. Now, they were just ordinary friends, but if he acted 
rash and scared her away, the loss would outweigh the gain. 

 

After weighing the pros and cons, Zachary suppressed his overwhelming 
urges, got out of the bed and ran into the bathroom to take a cold shower. 

About twenty minutes later, Yasmin woke up. She opened her eyes and saw 
the untidy room. After recalling what happened yesterday, she didn’t find 
Zachary beside her, instead the sound of running water came from the 
bathroom. So, Zachery was taking the shower. Realizing that, Yasmin lifted 
the quilt and looked at her clothes. They were all intact. It seemed that 
Zachary behaved himself very well. But on second thought, she remembered 
that Zachary wasn’t interested in women. So, it made sense why Zachary 
didn’t do anything to her. Otherwise, she would have doubted her own charm. 

She didn’t really mean that she’d have liked if something happened between 
them. But he didn’t even react while sleeping beside her in the same bed. As 
a beautiful woman, she couldn’t help but doubt whether her charm had 
weakened to not invoke a man’s desire. Perhaps, it was because this man 
had no interest in women. Yasmin took out a comb to comb her hair while 
thinking about Zachary. 

A while later, Zachary came out of the bathroom. Yasmin raised her head to 
look at him when she heard the noise. Zachery stood there in all his glory with 
only a towel wrapped around his wa!st. Looking at his exposed upper body, 
Yasmin forgot to blink for a few seconds. Several crystal-clear water droplets 
rolled down his bare c.hest making it impossible for her to think straight. His 
abdominal muscles were perfectly defined and he wore a se.xy smile on his 
handsome face. His figure was a perfect inverted triangle and it was too damn 
amazing. If this se.xy man was interested in women, she’d have already 
pounced on him. 

In order to restrain his desire, Zachary took a cold shower for more than half 
an hour. He went to the bathroom in such a hurry that he forgot to bring any 
clothes with him. Additionally, he carelessly we.tted the clothes he’d been 
wearing before. So, he could only come out wrapping his private parts with a 
bath towel provided by the hotel. 

Zachary had planned to put on his clothes while Yasmin was still asleep. He 
didn’t expect that she’d already been up. However, meeting her fascinated 



eyes as soon as he came out, Zachary felt relieved. It seemed that this silly 
girl was quite interested in him. 

“Idiot, you are drooling.” Zachary couldn’t help but smile evilly and teased 
Yasmin, who was obviously infatuated by his good looks. 

Yasmin blinked, averted her gaze while wiping her mouth subconsciously. Her 
face flushed in embarrassment. But soon she realized there was no saliva and 
he was actually playing with her. Yasmin came to her senses at once. She 
glared at him whose smile widened seeing her getting heated. 

In fact, he was amused by her reaction. He went towards the bed with a big 
smile, then took out his clothes from his backpack and began putting them on. 

Now that his distracting bare c.hest was covered, Yasmin realized how 
annoying this guy actually was. He could not stop making fun of her for at 
least once. She muttered, “Yes, you have a good figure, but it’s nothing 
compared to what I’ve seen before.” As she said that her gaze dropped on the 
lower part of his body, which seemed to mess with her imagination. 

Zachary’s good mood was ruined after what he heard from Yasmin. ‘Did she 
mean about other men’s bodies? Did she really mean they were better than 
mine?’ His face darkened instantly. 

Ignoring Zachary’s serious expression, Yasmin continued, “But as a 
homose.xual, you’re well-built.” Judging from Zachary’s delicate face, Yasmin 
had thought that he was the bottom. But after seeing his muscular body, she 
changed her original idea. According to her experience of observing the male 
models’ figure in fashion magazines occasionally, Zachary’s figure was no 
worse than those models’. She had always been straightforward, so she 
blurted out her opinion without thinking much. 

Hearing that, Zachary’s face became darker. ‘So, she thought I was gay?’ He 
looked at Yasmin’s face with clenched jaws. She had really pissed him off by 
her comment. If she was suspecting his se.xuality, then she should also face 
the consequences! 

By then, Zachary had already put on his shirt. He wanted to go to the 
bathroom to put on his pants, but now he suddenly wanted to tease Yasmin. If 
she thought he was a homose.xual, then he would change his clothes in front 
of her. Because she’d think he was doing it without having any feelings for 
her. She was such a fool! 



A smirk appeared at the corners of his mouth as he walked over to Yasmin’s 
side. “Idiot, since you’re doubting my size, I’ve decided to show it to you.” As 
he spoke, he pretended to pull off the bath towel. 

Yasmin sensed something strange in Zachary’s smile. Obviously, she lied. 
She had never seen any man’s n.aked body before. Seeing the creepy action 
of Zachary, Yasmin jumped up from the bed reflexively and quickly turned her 
back to him. “Don’t mess around. I’m sorry. I shouldn’t have said that.” She 
shouldn’t have joked about the dignity of a man. Although this smiling man 
was gay, he was also a man. One should never offend a man’s self-esteem. 
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Seeing Yasmin trying to back away and making a half-baked apology made 
the smile in Zachary’s face grow even wider. Trying his best to hold back his 
smile, he said with a straight face, “What are you so scared of? How can you 
be so sure that my thing is inferior to others’ if you haven’t even seen it? You 
can only do that after you take a look at it.” 

Hearing these words coming from this shameless man, Yasmin was left at 
such a loss for words. However, she realized that she couldn’t say or do 
anything that would irritate Zachary right now, because it would only make 
things difficult for her. Thinking it would be better to just s.uck up to him, she 
said, “Sir, you are the best! Let me just brush my teeth and freshen up, and 
then we can go.” Upon saying this, she quickly ran into the bathroom. 

Looking at Yasmin’s receding figure, Zachary’s anger disappeared almost 
instantly. Truth be told, Zachary was only teasing Yasmin and wasn’t actually 
planning to take off the bath towel. He never would’ve expected that she 
would react the way she did! 

With that, the two of them washed up one after the other, packed their 
luggage, and headed out after having breakfast. The two of them didn’t talk 
much on the way. 

Letting out a soft sigh, Yasmin really regretted what had happened in the hotel 
earlier. At first, she really wanted to fight back. Unfortunately, she ended up 
getting scared off by Zachary’s shamelessness. Thinking of how she ran away 
with her tail between her legs and the complacent smile on his face, she 
couldn’t help feeling depressed. At that moment, she should have pulled 



herself together and said, “Go ahead and take it off. I won’t mind taking a look 
at it.” The more she thought of it, the more furious Yasmin became. Because 
of this, she wasn’t in the mood to talk to the scheming man next to her at all. 

Noticing the displeasure written all over Yasmin’s face, Zachary knew that he 
couldn’t provoke her at this point. Otherwise, he would only make this little 
woman think more badly of him. In any case, Zachary hadn’t explicitly said to 
her that he wasn’t gay. Now, he was waiting for an opportunity to clear up the 
misunderstanding. What was more, he would meet Yasmin’s parents soon. 
So, he was also thinking about how he should behave himself in front of his 
future parents-in-law. 

Both of them seemed to be lost in thought, which made the silence last even 
longer than it should. Finally, Yasmin broke the silence and said, “Hey, we 
should decide what we’re going to talk about in advance. We can’t risk getting 
our parents suspicious in case we make a slip-up.” 

“Okay. Let me know what you have in mind. I will remember it.” After taking a 
glance at Yasmin out of the corner of his eye, Zachary held the steering wheel 
and looked straight ahead, waiting to hear about their made-up love story. 

Yasmin made up what happened during their blind date, completely 
disregarding the involvement of Zachary’s ex-girlfriend and the arrangement 
between the two. In her version of the story, the two of them arrived at the 
meeting place on time. They got to know more about each other and fell in 
love at first sight. After that, they went out on a date a few more times… To 
put it simply, the two of them hit it off right off the bat. And they started 
communicating with each other more after the blind date. 
Saaing Yasmin trying to back away and making a half-bakad apology mada 
tha smila in Zachary’s faca grow avan widar. Trying his bast to hold back his 
smila, ha said with a straight faca, “What ara you so scarad of? How can you 
ba so sura that my thing is infarior to othars’ if you havan’t avan saan it? You 
can only do that aftar you taka a look at it.” 

Haaring thasa words coming from this shamala.ss man, Yasmin was laft at 
such a loss for words. Howavar, sha raalizad that sha couldn’t say or do 
anything that would irritata Zachary right now, bacausa it would only maka 
things difficult for har. Thinking it would ba battar to just s.uck up to him, sha 
said, “Sir, you ara tha bast! Lat ma just brush my taath and frashan up, and 
than wa can go.” Upon saying this, sha quickly ran into tha bathroom. 



Looking at Yasmin’s racading figura, Zachary’s angar disappaarad almost 
instantly. Truth ba told, Zachary was only taasing Yasmin and wasn’t actually 
planning to taka off tha bath towal. Ha navar would’va axpactad that sha 
would raact tha way sha did! 

 

With that, tha two of tham washad up ona aftar tha othar, packad thair 
luggaga, and haadad out aftar having b.raakfast. Tha two of tham didn’t talk 
much on tha way. 

Latting out a soft sigh, Yasmin raally ragrattad what had happanad in tha hotal 
aarliar. At first, sha raally wantad to fight back. Unfortunataly, sha andad up 
gatting scarad off by Zachary’s shamala.ssna.ss. Thinking of how sha ran 
away with har tail batwaan har lags and tha complacant smila on his faca, sha 
couldn’t halp faaling dapra.ssad. At that momant, sha should hava pullad 
harsalf togathar and said, “Go ahaad and taka it off. I won’t mind taking a look 
at it.” Tha mora sha thought of it, tha mora furious Yasmin bacama. Bacausa 
of this, sha wasn’t in tha mood to talk to tha schaming man naxt to har at all. 

Noticing tha displaasura writtan all ovar Yasmin’s faca, Zachary knaw that ha 
couldn’t provoka har at this point. Otharwisa, ha would only maka this littla 
woman think mora badly of him. In any casa, Zachary hadn’t axplicitly said to 
har that ha wasn’t gay. Now, ha was waiting for an opportunity to claar up tha 
misundarstanding. What was mora, ha would maat Yasmin’s parants soon. 
So, ha was also thinking about how ha should bahava himsalf in front of his 
futura parants-in-law. 

Both of tham saamad to ba lost in thought, which mada tha silanca last avan 
longar than it should. Finally, Yasmin broka tha silanca and said, “Hay, wa 
should dacida what wa’ra going to talk about in advanca. Wa can’t risk gatting 
our parants suspicious in casa wa maka a slip-up.” 

“Okay. Lat ma know what you hava in mind. I will ramambar it.” Aftar taking a 
glanca at Yasmin out of tha cornar of his aya, Zachary hald tha staaring whaal 
and lookad straight ahaad, waiting to haar about thair mada-up lova story. 

Yasmin mada up what happanad during thair blind data, complataly 
disragarding tha involvamant of Zachary’s ax-girlfriand and tha arrangamant 
batwaan tha two. In har varsion of tha story, tha two of tham arrivad at tha 
maating placa on tima. Thay got to know mora about aach othar and fall in 
lova at first sight. Aftar that, thay want out on a data a faw mora timas… To 



put it simply, tha two of tham hit it off right off tha bat. And thay startad 
communicating with aach othar mora aftar tha blind data. 

It took Yasmin a lot of effort to find a suitable partner. In her opinion, she had 
to make her family think that she and Zachary were getting along well. That 
way, she wouldn’t have to endure the endless pain of going on blind dates 
anymore. 

At this point, while Zachary was driving, he went along with Yasmin’s plan to 
make a simulation of meeting their parents. With this, the two of them started 
talking more and more. 

Finally, Yasmin felt a bit confident about their plan, and she said, “Buddy, let’s 
pray that everything goes well!” 

Hearing this, the corners of Zachary’s mouth twitched a little. “When did I 
become your buddy?” 

“That night, you told me that we’re going to be best buddies in the future.” 
Yasmin said these words while looking at Zachary as if she was looking at an 
idiot. Then, she went on and added, “Or would you prefer that I call you bro 
instead?” 

Hearing her innocent response, Zachary helplessly covered his face with his 
hand and thought, ‘I’m just shooting myself in the foot.’ The serious 
expression on her face rendered him speechless. 

However, before Zachary could gather his thoughts and give her a response, 
Yasmin suddenly said, “Can you drive slowly? I’m going to take a nap.” Upon 
saying this, she leaned back against the passenger seat, closed her eyes, and 
got some rest. Yasmin really couldn’t understand why Zachary was getting so 
worked up because of the word ‘buddy’. He wore a deep frown and hadn’t 
said anything for a while. The silence made Yasmin feel a bit sleepy. In truth, 
she had actually always been quite lazy and wasn’t really the type who was 
good at thinking. So, she went ahead and closed her eyes as soon as she 
was done talking. 

Looking at Yasmin, who had already closed her eyes and was quietly leaning 
against the seat, Zachary felt so helpless. ‘This girl is so impatient. She 
could’ve at least waited for my response. After all, this involves the future of 
our relationship. If this dense girl keeps thinking of me as a buddy, I won’t 
stand a chance at all.’ 



Yasmin took a nap while Zachary was driving. As a result, silence filled the air 
inside the car. 

About two hours later, Yasmin was awakened by the touch of someone’s 
hand on her face. She opened her eyes and saw that Zachary was touching 
her face. Seeing that she was finally awake, Zachary pinched her cheek even 
harder, and the smile on his face became even brighter. 

Truth be told, she felt so good to see such a handsome man when she 
opened her eyes. However, she thought it would’ve been much better if he 
wasn’t pinching her cheeks while wearing a devious smile on his face. Yasmin 
stretched out her hand and tried to shake off his hand. Then, she angrily said, 
“Zachary, get your hand off me!” 

At this point, Yasmin pouted and her white tender face turned red. Zachary, 
on the other hand, actually seemed quite pleased with what he did. This girl 
was sleeping soundly and wouldn’t wake up to his gentle call. When he saw 
her smooth face up close, he just couldn’t help himself from pinching her 
cheek to tease her a little, but he enjoyed touching her soft, smooth cheeks so 
much that he just couldn’t stop… 

Zachary withdrew his hand with a big smile on his face. Then, he said, “Idiot, 
we’re already in your neighborhood. Do you want me to go there with you 
now?” The neighborhood was located near the center of the city. It covered a 
large area and had a small number of residents. There were vintage and 
imposing buildings everywhere. It was the central residence of senior officials 
a.ssigned by the government. 

It took Yasmin a lot of effort to find a suitable partner. In her opinion, she had 
to make her family think that she and Zachary were getting along well. That 
way, she wouldn’t have to endure the endless pain of going on blind dates 
anymore. 

It was only at that moment that Yasmin noticed that the car had been parked 
and the surroundings outside the window seemed familiar. However, since 
she just woke up and wasn’t really a morning person, she said crossly, “No, 
thanks. I’ll just see what they’re going to do tomorrow.” She grabbed her 
backpack, opened the door, and got out of the car. Then, she turned around 
and waved at Zachary before entering the community. 

‘This idiot has a bad temper. But, people say that you should endure 
everything for the one you love. So, I guess I don’t really mind,’ Zachary 



thought to himself and sighed, looking like a saint in love. It wasn’t until 
Yasmin’s figure was completely out of sight that Zachary started the car and 
drove back home. 

When Yasmin entered the house, she saw her parents watching TV on the 
sofa, leaning so close to each other. The second they heard the door open, 
the two turned to look at her at the same time. Zara was the first to react and 
quickly walked to the door. “You’re back. Come in!” After saying this, Zara 
excitedly pulled her daughter’s hand and looked around the door, but the 
expectant look on her face disappeared almost instantly. At that moment, she 
was raring to ask her, ‘Where is my son-in-law?’ However, when she saw the 
look on Yasmin’s face, she decided not to say anything, otherwise she would 
only reveal what she was really thinking. 

Yasmin knew full well that her mother wouldn’t usually be this excited to 
welcome her into the house. Judging from the expression on her mother’s 
face, Yasmin knew that her mother wanted to pull her in as soon as possible 
only because she thought that her future son-in-law was with her. At that 
moment, Yasmin couldn’t help but wonder whether she really was Zara’s 
biological daughter or not. 

As soon as Yasmin saw that her father had stood up to welcome her, she 
rushed into his arms with an aggrieved expression on her face, trying to find 
comfort from him. However, her mother was so quick to react and threw 
herself into her father’s loving arms before she could do so. Then, she heard 
her mother say in an indifferent tone, “Eh, eh, my husband’s embrace only 
belongs to me. If you want someone to hold you, you should go find yourself a 
husband.” 

Although she was already used to being in this kind of situation, her mother’s 
cruel words made her feel even more depressed. It was unfortunate that she 
had a mother who always treated her so differently. Yasmin helplessly looked 
at her father, Adriel Olson, but her father, who had always been good to her, 
seemed to agree with what her mother said this time. Right now, he looked at 
his wife dotingly and then glanced at his daughter. “Your mother is right. You 
should find someone to marry as soon as possible. After all, you’re not getting 
any younger.” After saying this, he looked at his wife and lovingly nodded his 
head in agreement as a sign of praise. 
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Yasmin was used to seeing her parents being intimate often. She knew that 
pretending to be pitiful couldn’t change her low status in this family. So, she 
had learned to ignore her parents’ close proximity who were so in love with 
each other. This time also, it didn’t differ. She just picked up her luggage and 
went to her room quietly. 

Sometimes she really didn’t understand how her parents made a perfect 
couple where her father, Adriel, was the most serious person she had seen 
and her mother was the liveliest member of her family. The two of them had 
been an affectionate couple for decades. She had heard that her mother Zara 
was the most beautiful girl in her school. Of course, not that stereotypical cold-
hearted beauty kind. She chased after this popular, talented but indifferent 
man Adriel in the university for several years, and finally got him. Although 
their university love story was really interesting, they had to experience a lot of 
hardships in the latter years. Even though they were separated from each 
other because of work and encountered several conflicts in their lives, their 
feelings for each other never faded away. On the contrary, they loved each 
other more and more as time went by. Time didn’t change Zara’s lively and 
optimistic character. 

Adriel was the City Mayor while Zara worked as the director in the city 
hospital. They were a busy couple who worked hard every day. Even though 
the two of them didn’t have much time to spend with each other, they lived a 
fulfilling life. Over the past few years, Zara had been training a successor to 
her. Except for some major operations that she had to perform in person, she 
didn’t have much works to do. So, in her spare time, she thought about her 
daughter, Yasmin and how she should get married soon. It didn’t matter if 
Yasmin was reluctant, she had to get married because Zara wanted her to. 
According to Zara, when a woman was in her young age, she had more and 
better choices for her husband. Zara talked about this with Adriel, who always 
spoiled his wife unconditionally anyway. This time also, he agreed with her at 
once. Therefore, in the past two years, although Yasmin was working in 
another city, she had been suffering every now and then with the blind dates 
arranged by her mother. 

To be honest, as Yasmin grew older, she envied the relationship between her 
parents more. For so many years, she had been waiting for the right person to 
appear in her life, the one who would love her the most. When she hit her 
puberty, t here came a person in her life. By his appearance, he resembled 
her father so much. So, she actually took a liking in him. But, before she had 
time to confess her love to him, he disappeared all of a sudden. Then Zachary 



came. He could have been a potential partner. He was good in all aspects and 
she actually liked him. Unfortunately, he was gay. 

 

After unpacking her bags, Yasmin was called out by Zara to have lunch. 
Whenever she came home, they always talked about various subjects 
together during lunch hours. 

At the dining table, while eating the delicious food cooked by Zara, Yasmin 
had to listen quietly about the advices Zara gave for the upcoming meeting 
with Zachary’s parents. She kept on talking about the dos and don’ts while 
Adriel nodded and agreed with his wife from time to time. 

At one point, Zara felt that her daughter was not listening to her. So, she 
asked Yasmin to repeat what she just said. In order not to let her mother 
pestering her anymore, Yasmin said concisely, “Tonight, our family and the 
Estrada family are going to the Starry Restaurant to have dinner together. I 
should dress up, behave politely, and act like a lady. Right?” 

“Well, that’s it. You can take a nap after lunch. I’ll take care of your clothes 
after you get up.” Zara looked distastefully at the casual clothes that Yasmin 
was wearing. She felt the need to intervene in picking up an elegant dress for 
her daughter. “You must dress up well!” 

“I will Mom! Can I eat in peace now? Besides, Dad, control your wife. She is 
too wordy.” Yasmin had no choice but to plead with her nagging mother and 
serious father. 

“You bad girl, you always think I’m annoying. After you get married in the 
future, I won’t have chance to annoy you anymore,” Zara said sadly. 

Yasmin always fell into the trap of Zara’s emotional blackmailing. “Well, 
mother, I won’t get married then, so you can keep nagging me. Okay?” 

Hearing her daughter’s words, Zara immediately showed her true colors and 
the feigned sadness she had worked hard to cultivate disappeared in a 
moment. “Don’t even think about it. Marry a good man as soon as possible, so 
that I’ll be at peace.” Although no parents wanted their daughter to leave, they 
had to get her married one day. Zara wanted to marry Yasmin to someone 
whom they were acquainted with already, so that she’d miss her less in the 
future. Therefore, in Zara’s eyes, Zachary was the best son-in-law. 



Yasmin was used to the quick change in Zara’s att!tude. The best way was to 
ignore her, so Yasmin concentrated on eating quietly after that. 

After lunch, the whole family went to take some rest. Around three o’clock in 
the afternoon, Zara came and pulled Yasmin up from her sleep. Then Zara 
took out a few sets of clothes that she had chosen and asked Yasmin to try 
them on one by one. 

Yasmin continued fidgeting around in a daze. After more than half an hour, 
Zara finally confirmed which dress Yasmin should wear tonight, and then 
proceeded to prepare Yasmin’s hair and makeup. Zara had the basic 
knowledge in makeup. When she was young, she used to be an amateur 
makeup artist herself. So, it wasn’t a big deal for her to give Yasmin a 
beautiful makeover. Ignoring Yasmin’s skeptical gaze, Zara smiled proudly. 
Her genes had contributed a lot to her daughter’s beautiful appearance. 

After sitting in front of the mirror and doing makeup for a long time, Yasmin 
was finally relieved. With her mother’s non-stop chatter, Yasmin no longer felt 
sleepy. She noticed Zara’s complacent expression before looking at herself in 
the mirror. Tonight, she was wearing light makeup and her bangs were tied 
behind her head. The rest of her soft curly hair was dr.aped over her 
shoulders. Her delicate face looked exquisite. Overall, she looked very 
elegant in this strapless floral dress. 

“Mom, good job!” Yasmin turned back and looked at Zara, praising her mother 
sincerely. Zara nodded satisfactorily. Well, she looked good and was happy 
about it. But it certainly didn’t mean she was ready for marriage. In fact, 
Yasmin was depressed thinking about it. 

“Mom, you should also dress up now. Don’t be a disgrace to our family.” 
Yasmin arose from her seat and pushed Zara out of the bedroom and closed 
the door. 

“You bad girl, watch your mouth. How can I disgrace our family? It’s all my 
credit that you are looking beautiful now!” Zara protested standing outside the 
door, but there was no response from Yasmin. So, she shook her head then 
went to her own bedroom to dress up. 

The two families had agreed to meet at six o’clock in the evening at a well-
known restaurant in the Olkfield. When Yasmin and her parents arrived at the 
restaurant, Zachary and his family had already been waiting for them in a 
private cabin. 



When Zachary saw his future parents in law entering the cabin, he 
immediately stood up and greeted them politely. He even pulled out chairs for 
them to sit down like a gentleman that he was. 

Yasmin followed her parents. After her parents sat down, she greeted 
Zachary’s parents with a polite smile, “Hello, Mr. Estrada, Mrs. Estrada.” 

“Yasmin, you look so beautiful! Don’t be nervous. Please take a seat,” Juliet 
said to Yasmin in a gentle voice. Yasmin realized that Juliet looked more 
beautiful than the photo and behaved more elegantly than she had expected. 
After welcoming Yasmin, Juliet winked at Zara to show her approval, which 
was immediately got reciprocated by Zara the same way. 

Meanwhile, Zachary was slightly distracted seeing Yasmin dressed like this. 
The few times they had met in the past, he had always seen her dress 
casually. But tonight, she looked elegant and dignified, as if she had changed 
into a completely different person. 

The simple but classy strapless floral dress that she wore, was highlighting 
her fair skin. Her tall and slender figure looked so graceful with her long hair 
and bright smile. 
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It wasn’t until Yasmin sat down so gracefully next to him that Zachary came 
back to his senses. The two were sitting next to each other, as arranged by 
Zachary’s mother, Juliet. The reason was quite obvious. Noticing that Zachary 
had been lost in thought for a while, the smile on Juliet’s face became even 
brighter. ‘Good, the two of them look perfect together.’ Thinking of this, she 
gently nudged her husband with her arm. 

“Now that everyone’s here, let’s have dinner. Please help yourself.” After 
receiving a hint from his wife, Callum said this with a smile. 

Zara quickly answered, “Mr. Estrada, we’re going to be a family from now on. 
There’s no need for us to be so formal with each other.” 

Yasmin, who was quietly sitting aside, was left at such a loss for words as she 
listened to such an intimate conversation between her and Zachary’s parents. 
‘Why do I feel like these people aren’t meeting for the first time and are just 



having a typical family dinner instead? It looks like this marriage has been 
decided without asking for my opinion…’ Although Yasmin had some issues 
with what was happening, she didn’t let it show on her face. She and Zachary 
were working together. It was good that their parents were so into it. At the 
very least, they wouldn’t have to go on those tiresome blind dates anymore in 
the future. 

Following her mother’s instructions, Yasmin politely said to the elders, “Thank 
you, Mr. and Mrs. Estrada.” Yasmin was as cheerful and lively as her mother. 
However, she grew up in a family of high-ranking officials and had been 
educated to be elegant and dignified from a very young age, so it was quite 
easy for her to be polite as her mother asked. That being said, she couldn’t 
help feeling a little uncomfortable deep inside, since it was easier to just be 
herself. 

Zachary was somewhat surprised when he saw Yasmin acting this way. ‘It 
turns out that this girl is actually a two-faced woman. But, since my parents 
have taken a liking to her, we’re going to have a promising future.’ 

The two families got to know a little more about each other at the dinner table, 
and from time to time, the parents would ask the young couple how they got 
along with each other. There was such a pleasant atmosphere in the room. 
During this period, both Zachary and Yasmin behaved gracefully and politely, 
and they also seemed to be so affectionate with each other, which made their 
parents, who had been looking forward to this moment for so long, very 
happy. 

After dinner, the parents came up with an excuse to go out, saying that they 
were going to have a get-together so that Zachary and Yasmin could have 
some time for themselves. Moreover, they asked their children to enjoy their 
‘alone time’. 

In the end, the two people who had been unfairly left behind had no choice but 
to spend their so-called ‘alone time’. It was already seven o’clock in the 
evening when they came out of the restaurant. Zachary had everything 
carefully planned out for this date. According to what couples usually do on a 
date, he took Yasmin to see a movie. Yasmin was the one who chose which 
one they were going to watch. It was a horror movie that had become a box 
office hit recently. 

 



At this point, Zachary had already gotten used to Yasmin’s tendency of ruining 
the ‘date’ atmosphere. Even though she was dressed like a fine lady, she was 
still the same careless girl. In the cinema, Yasmin was casually eating the 
snacks in her hands while watching the horrible scene with great enjoyment. 
This helped Zachary get a deeper understanding of her. 

Since Yasmin seemed to be so engrossed in the film, Zachary had no choice 
but to switch between watching her and watching the movie from time to time. 
He thought to himself, ‘I honestly thought that Yasmin chose the horror film 
because she came here with someone. I thought for sure she would cling to 
me in fear during scary scenes and then we can have some intimate contact.’ 

Unfortunately, reality was a little too cruel. Looking at Yasmin, Zachary felt as 
if she was just watching a comedy. This seriously left him speechless. 

In Ariosa, after having dinner and buying clothes with her elder brother Mike 
on Friday, Ashley stayed at home the next whole day. She felt bored, so she 
decided to go to the Guzman Group with Mike. 

In the CEO’s office of the Guzman Group, Mike lowered his head to review 
the doc.uments. Sitting on a chair not far away, Ashley looked at the 
company’s financial, operational, and other internal doc.uments. Her brothers 
asked her to read these things. Although Ashley was training in a different 
company and Mike had already taken over the Guzman Group, he thought 
that it was more than enough for his sister to become a senior executive in the 
Guzman Group given her talent. For this reason, he wanted her to be 
familiarized with his company’s business as soon as possible. 

The siblings spent most of their time in the office. They went to a restaurant 
nearby during lunchtime. In the afternoon, Mike had to leave for a while to 
take care of some business, so he asked Ashley to go home first. 

After leaving the Guzman Group, Ashley stopped by the food market before 
heading home. There was a rule in the Guzman family, the servants in the 
family had the day off on Sundays, and in turn, the two of them had to take 
shifts every Sunday. According to their parents, the point of this was to train 
the two of them to become independent. Normally, when their parents were at 
home, Ashley and Mike would go home for dinner during holidays. Every 
Sunday, the siblings would get the chance to put their cooking sk!lls on 
display. The two of them would take turns cooking for the whole family. 



Although this unwritten rule was a bit unthinkable for rich families, the 
Guzman family had always relied on their own efforts and ability to make a 
fortune, and they made it a point to follow the concept of being prepared for 
the worst even in times of peace. Under the guidance of their parents, Ashley 
and her brother didn’t dare to complain. Although the two of them were a little 
we.t behind the ears at the beginning, both of them could now cook with such 
ease. 

Today was a weekend. Since Ashley didn’t have anything much to do, she 
decided to buy a few things at the market and cook something for dinner. “If 
you don’t have any plans for tonight, go home for dinner. I’ll cook.” Ashley 
texted her brother. 

After that, she hailed a taxi to the large-scale food market of the city. 

It took Ashley about 20 minutes to finish her shopping and buy some simple 
ingredients including soup materials. When she was about to exit the market, 
she heard the sound of someone falling down. When she looked around, she 
found that an old man had fallen down. The loud noise attracted the attention 
of a lot of passers-by. 

The old man tried to get up by himself. However, he seemed to be having 
some difficulty getting back on his feet all by himself and wasn’t making any 
progress. Seeing this, Ashley quickly walked up to him and helped him up. 

This old man was about seventy years old, but he seemed stronger than most 
old people. In fact, his strong features seemed a little intimidating. Ashley 
guessed that the old man might have accidentally slipped down because of 
the slippery floor in the food market. 

The old man thanked her sincerely, “Thank you, young lady!” Finally, the old 
man stood up with Ashley assisting him. But, when he tried to walk, he felt a 
sharp pain and couldn’t help but scream. 

Seeing this, Ashley didn’t let go of the old man’s arm and gently asked, “Sir, 
would you like me to accompany you to the hospital?” 

Hearing this, a look of astonishment flashed through the old man’s eyes. With 
confusion written all over his face, he looked at Ashley and gratefully said, 
“Young lady, thank you for your kindness. But, if you have something to do, I 
don’t want to bother you.” 



“It won’t be good for you to go to the hospital by yourself. Let me accompany 
you. I’m free anyway,” Ashley sincerely insisted. 

The old man simply nodded his head with a gentle smile, and a hint of 
satisfaction flashed across his eyes. 

Sure enough, it didn’t take too long for him to encounter her. Seeing such a 
warm-hearted Ashley, Leonard nodded with satisfaction. 

Indeed, the old man who fell down was Joseph’s grandfather, Leonard. The 
maid happened to ask for a leave today, so Leonard went to the food market 
to buy some food, planning to personally cook dinner for his grandson. Apart 
from that, he wanted to know whether Joseph had got a girlfriend. When 
Leonard found out that Joseph, who rarely ever paid attention to women, had 
special feelings for that beautiful woman, he had been interested in her ever 
since. He wanted to know more about the woman that his grandson fancied or 
possibly have someone investigate her. Much to his surprise, he happened to 
meet his future ‘daughter-in-law’ in the food market. 
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Ashley was good-looking and was quite tall. Even if she was only wearing 
simple clothes, she still stood out. And an exceptional beauty such as her 
would surely attract the attention of many people in the food market. Because 
of this, Leonard noticed Ashley almost instantly. And when he finally got the 
chance to see her up close, he was a little surprised. When he met her for the 
first time, he recognized Ashley as the daughter of a rich family. It was rare for 
such a lady from a well-off family to be seen in the food market. What was 
more, she was doing the groceries by herself and was even so good at 
bargaining with the stall keepers, which Leonard found so surprising. ‘No 
wonder my grandson likes her. He has a good eye.’ 

While he was doing his groceries, Leonard secretly observed Ashley, who 
was nearby, and wanted to get close to her. However, he knew that if he 
randomly approached her at the food market, she might find it weird or get 
frightened, which could make her want to avoid him. When he saw that Ashley 
was done with her groceries and was about to leave the market, Leonard 
suddenly came up with an idea and pretended to fall near the exit in a hurry, 
hoping to make her notice him so he could achieve his goal. In the end, 
everything went according to his plan. Ashley helped him up without 



hesitation. Unfortunately, due to his sudden movement earlier, Leonard ended 
up spraining his ankle for real when he fell. 

‘I’m too old to get hurt like this. I didn’t take it seriously when I was young,’ 
Leonard regretfully thought to himself when he felt the pain. However, after 
Ashley extended a helping hand and offered to accompany him to the 
hospital, Leonard felt satisfied both physically and emotionally. One could say 
that it was indeed all worth it in the end. 

Leonard politely turned down her offer, but Ashley firmly insisted on taking him 
to the hospital. ‘She really is a good person. She is beautiful but not arrogant, 
and she is kind and thoughtful. It’s not often that you find such a kind woman.’ 
Leonard looked intently at Ashley, feeling so pleased with her. 

The two walked out of the market with Ashley assisting Leonard, then they 
took a taxi to the nearby hospital. 

On their way to the hospital, Leonard took the opportunity to ask Ashley a few 
simple questions, such as “What is your name? How old are you? Are you 
married? How many people are there in your family?” And so on. 

At first, Ashley answered each of the questions honestly. But, as Leonard 
started asking more and more personal questions, she couldn’t help feeling a 
little confused. ‘Is he checking if I’m eligible for permanent residency or 
something? Judging from the bold look on his face, he doesn’t seem to be a 
bad person, but why is he asking all of these questions?’ Feeling a bit doubtful 
and worried, Ashley didn’t give a straight answer to some of his questions. 

 

Noticing that she seemed to be getting a bit hesitant to answer, Leonard 
realized that he accidentally got so into it that he unwittingly ended up asking 
some personal questions. In any case, Leonard still found out a few things 
about her. Her name is Ashley Guzman, she’s 24 years old and unmarried. 
She’s living with her brother and parents, and she is working in a big company 
right now. 

Leonard apologized sincerely, “Please forgive my rudeness. I’ve been asking 
too much. Perhaps it’s because I don’t really get to talk to others that much. 
It’s just that you’re so warmhearted that I got a little too excited.” When he saw 
that Ashley seemed to have lightened up a bit, Leonard knew that his ploy to 



get her sympathy worked. So, he went on and said, “Can I call you Ashley? I 
hope you won’t mind this old man’s ramblings.” 

Hearing the old man in front of her say these words with a sad expression on 
his face, Ashley was caught off guard, and she smiled at him and said, “You 
can call me whatever you want. What’s your name?” 

“My name is Leonard Marshall. You can call me Leonard,” Leonard replied 
briefly. ‘I would love it if you start calling me Grandpa already.’ Leonard really 
wanted to say the last part, but he knew that now was not the time for that, 
otherwise, he would just frighten her again. 

After that, Ashley started calling him Leonard with respect. 

Nodding his head with satisfaction. Leonard asked, “Ashley, weren’t you 
worried at all that it might be a trick to blackmail people? After all, most people 
would probably just turn a blind eye when the elderly falls.” 

“First of all, the elderly tend to be weak. We young people should help them 
when we see that they are in trouble. Besides, how many elders would be 
willing to blackmail others at the risk of embarrassing, let alone hurting 
themselves? As far as I know, whether it’s out of morality or some other 
reason, we should help the elderly when they fall down. Otherwise, we may 
miss the best chance to save their life.” She then added in a firm tone, “And 
besides, how can anyone possibly extort money in a public place? And you 
don’t really look like you’re that kind of person.” 

“Yes! That’s right. If the younger generation thinks like you, the people’s social 
morality will improve and the world will be a much better place.” Leonard 
sighed after hearing Ashley’s thoughts. 

Despite having been a retired military officer for many years now, Leonard still 
paid attention to relevant political and social issues. Truth be told, he only 
asked this question to ease the tension. However, he wasn’t expecting to hear 
Ashley have such an opinion on this matter, but thanks to this, he got to find 
out a little bit more about her. ‘Not only is this girl kindhearted, but she also 
has her own points of view. She’ll be able to help me deal with things in the 
future.’ 

The two of them continued talking about this issue for a while until the taxi 
finally arrived at the hospital. Ashley helped fill up his registration form, and 
the doctor bandaged Leonard’s sprained right ankle. After listening to the 



doctor’s advice, the two of them left the hospital. On their way out, Leonard 
expressed his grat!tude over and over again, and even invited her to his home 
someday. Ashley simply smiled and accepted his offer. Finally, the two of 
them exchanged contact information with each other. 

After seeing Leonard off in a taxi, Ashley took a taxi and went home as well. 

By the time Leonard got back home, it was already evening. Joseph wasn’t 
back yet. ‘That workaholic. How is he going to have time to spend with a girl?’ 
Leonard felt sorry that Joseph didn’t live up to his expectations. Since 
Leonard’s ankle was injured, it would be difficult for him to prepare dinner. 
And now he was feeling a little hungry, so he grabbed the phone on the table 
and dialed Joseph’s number. 

“Joseph, I’m hungry.” Leonard didn’t bother wasting any time and went 
straight to the point the second the call was connected. Then, he went on and 
added, “And, I sprained my ankle.” 

Joseph, who was still going through the doc.uments, answered the phone call 
from his home. Before he could even ask why he called, his grandfather’s 
voice rang in his ears. When he heard him say “I sprained my ankle,” Joseph 
replied at once, “Grandpa, I’ll be there as soon as I can. Just stay where you 
are and don’t do anything, okay?” With that, he hung up the phone. 

On the other end, Leonard felt a sense of fulfillment because he rarely heard 
Joseph saying such thoughtful words. After feeling proud for a while, he 
turned on the TV and leaned back on the sofa to k!ll time. He started thinking 
about how he could help make Ashley, who was virtuous and kind, his 
grandson’s wife. Leonard just couldn’t wait for his grandson to get married. So 
much so, that he didn’t even realize that his plan wasn’t going to work if 
Joseph, the person involved, didn’t agree to his plan. 

Just as Leonard was dreaming of a bright future, Joseph opened the door and 
walked in, holding some packaged food prepared by his assistant in his hand. 
After putting away the things he was carrying, Joseph walked to the sofa to 
check on his grandfather. Leonard, on the other hand, just kept watching the 
TV with a blank expression on his face. It wasn’t until Joseph sat down next to 
him that he realized he was back home. 

“Grandpa, did you sprain your ankle or did you hurt your head?” Joseph asked 
in his usual cold voice. 



 


