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“Well, we’ll be off now, Jim.”

A pained expression flashed across Christopher’s face when he saw the look on
Jim’s face.

He did not intend to stay any longer, so he turned and left hurriedly with Bonnie.

Jim remained motionless as he stared at Christopher and Bonnie’s retreating
figures.

For some reason, he could not help but think something strange was going on
between these two.

Bonnie seemed desperate to maintain a distance between them, whereas
Christopher kept trying to make Bonnie lean against him.

Jim stared at them until, eventually, they disappeared from sight.

“Jim!” Suddenly, Charlotte, who had finished her appointment with the doctor,
sprinted into the garden.” What are you doing here? I’ve been looking for you all
over the place! Why didn’t you pick up your phone?”

Jim finally snapped out of his stupor and glanced at his phone.

There were three missed calls, all from Charlotte.

She had called him at the exact moment Christopher and Bonnie left, but for
some reason, he had not heard a thing

Jim shoved the paper Bonnie had given him into his pocket, then smiled at
Charlotte as she made her way over to him. “The hospital was too packed, so I
came out here for some fresh air.”

Charlotte leaped into his arms, smiling, and gently rocked his arm as she said,
“Don’t you dare go missing on me again in the future.

“I couldn’t find you just now, and I was in such a panic that I thought you had run
off with another woman!”

Jim curled his lips into a smile and playfully knocked on Charlotte’s forehead.
“What on earth is going on i In this brain of yours?”
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With that, he put his arm around her and was about to leave when a woman’s
scream echoed from nearby. “Help! There’s a pervert!”

Jim froze in his steps and glanced in the direction of the woman’s voice.

The man who had been with Bonnie just a few minutes earlier had been seized by
a woman screaming her lungs out.

A few security guards arrived at the scene.

“You again! How dare you come here every day to tease these random women!”

“Get out!”

“I’m calling the police right now!”

Jim frowned as he watched the man being beaten up by the security guards and
suddenly recalled the conversation between Bonnie and the man.

He narrowed his eyes.

Could he have…misunderstood the situation?

“What’s wrong, Jim?” Charlotte asked, frowning when she saw him stop.

“Nothing.” Jim let out an exhale, put his arm back around Charlotte, and strode
away.

Even if he had misunderstood Bonnie for what happened, it did not change the
fact that she had tried to

seduce him the day before.

He could not possibly have misinterpreted her intentions for that, could he?

After coming out of the hospital, Christopher wanted to hail a taxi to bring
Bonnie back to Tea Cottage. but she refused.

She wanted to go to a nearby shopping mall to buy a new phone.

Christopher frowned, glancing at her pale face. “Bonnie, the most important
thing you should be doing right now is getting some rest!

“Why do you need a phone? Will not having a phone interfere with your rest?”

Bonnie narrowed her eyes and replied, “I want to call Luna and Gwen and ask
them to help me find a nurse to take care of me.”



Christopher’s frown grew even deeper when he heard this. “Why do you need a
nurse?”

He patted his chest confidently and said, “Bonnie, I grew up in a family of doctors,
and I have been a skilled one since young, so much so that I was even capable of
producing the antidote for the poison that Mrs. Landry had suffered from!

“I’m even more of an expert than any nurse you can find, so why do you even
need one?” Sitting in a chair by the sidewalk, Bonnie closed her eyes and let out a
bitter chuckle.
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I don’t want you to continue wasting time on me.

“You’ve said yourself that my case is just a simple one, and I can get by with just a
nurse taking care of m e, so I don’t need someone like you to look after me.”

Christopher furrowed his brows. “But I want to!”

“I don’t.” Bonnie opened her eyes to stare intently at Christopher, but her gaze
seemed to penetrate past him to somewhere far, far away. “Christopher, I know
you’re a good person, but I’m not.

“The only person on my mind is Jim, and even though he doesn’t remember me
anymore and doesn’t love me anymore, I still can’t let go of him.

“Jim was right. Someone like me is no match for you, so I think it’s best that I stay
away from you.”

Bonnie clutched her abdomen and forced herself to stand up. “My phone has
been broken for almost twenty-four hours now. I’m worried that Harvey can’t get
in touch with me, and I’m worried about Shelly…

“If you don’t want to come with me, I can go buy a new phone myself.”

With that, she started shuffling slowly in the direction of the shopping mall.

Christopher remained motionless and clenched his fists as he stared at Bonnie’s
slow-moving figure.

A split second later, he let out an exhale and called out, “Bonnie!”
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He sprinted toward her and grabbed hold of her arm. “You can use my phone to
get in touch with Harvey, and if anything happens to Shelly, June will call me.

“You don’t need a new phone, nor do you need a nurse to care for you. Just
having me is enough!”

As Christopher said this, he hailed a taxi and tried to shove Bonnie into the car.
“Come home with me!”

Bonnie was startled by his sudden aggressiveness and started struggling against
his grasp. “Christopher! Let me go! Are you crazy?”

However, she was no match for him.

Even though Christopher usually looked weak and scholarly whereas Bonnie was
feisty, she still was no match for him in a physical fight.

During their struggle, Christopher accidentally pressed his hand against Bonnie’s
wound.

An excruciating pain shot up through her body, and the color drained from
Bonnie’s face. Her entire body immediately stiffened, unable to move due to the
pain.

Christopher seized this opportunity to shove her into the taxi. However, just as
he was about to close the door, Bonnie grabbed hold of the door handle and
stopped him from doing so.

She glared at him and snapped, “Christopher, have you gone insane?”

However, in his frenzied state, Christopher could not hear anything from her side
at all.

At this point, he was seeing red, and he tried to pluck Bonnie’s hand off the
handle, one finger at a time.” Listen to me, listen to me!

“Bonnie, from now on, I’m the only person you can rely on. As long as you depend
on me, everything will b e okay!

“I’ll take care of you. I’ll take care of you even better than anyone can!

“Why don’t you give me a chance?”

Bonnie was terrified to see how deluded Christopher looked at this moment. She
had a feeling that if she went with Christopher, he would do something even
crazier in the future.

The moment her hand was removed from the door handle, she clamped her other
hand on it.” Christopher, snap out of it!”



However, Christopher did not register what she was saying and instead
continued to remove her fingers one by one.

All of a sudden, there came a loud snap.

He had fractured one of her fingers.

Bonnie finally let go of the door handle due to the excruciating pain, and
Christopher proceeded to pull the door harshly to close.

However, before he could do so, a hand reached out to stop him. “She can’t go
with you.”
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This low, familiar voice made both Christopher and Bonnie raise their heads.

The person who had stopped Christopher from shutting the door was Lucas.

As for the man who had spoken, it was none other than Joshua, who stood afar,
watching them.

He was holding a cigarette between his teeth as he leaned against the lamp post
elegantly. He stared impassively at Christopher and said, “That’s not the way to
win over a woman’s heart.”

With that, he glanced at a pale-faced Bonnie and asked, “Do you want to go with
him or come with me?”

Bonnie bit her lip. She first glanced at Christopher, then at Lucas, who was
blocking the door.

A split second later, she pushed the door open, got out of the car, and walked
slowly in Joshua’s direction, clutching her belly with her injured hand.

Christopher furrowed his brows and immediately reached out to grab her arm.

However, as soon as he grabbed hold of her, Lucas frowned and flung his arm
away. “Dr. Christopher, since Ms. Craig has already made her choice, you
shouldn’t force her anymore.”

With that, he restrained Christopher’s arms at his sides and finally released him
only after Bonnie had gotten into Joshua’s car.
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Even though Christopher was stronger than Bonnie, as a well-read scholar who
spent most of his time immersed in books, he was still no match for a trained man
like Lucas.

Therefore, with his hands strapped by his sides, there was nothing he could do as
he watched Bonnie get into Joshua’s car.

After the door slammed shut behind her, he lifted his head to glare at Joshua.
“What happens between Bonnie and me should stay that way!”

Joshua sneered, then put out his cigarette elegantly. “Previously, I didn’t really
believe Jim when he told m e you had never dated anyone before and that June
was your adopted child, but now, I change my mind.

UVY

“If using violence will change a woman’s mind and make her want to get together
with you, then me and Luna, as well as Gwen and Luke, would have lived happily
ever after and have grandchildren by now.”

With that, he strode back toward his car as he said, “Go back home and reflect on
your actions, Christopher.

“Let’s go, Lucas.”

Under Joshua’s orders, Lucas finally let go of Christopher and let out a sigh. “Dr.
Christopher, I think you’d better…reflect on your mistakes.”

With that, he got into the black Masevati and started the car.

Christopher remained motionless and watched with a defeated look as the car
pulled away.

He…was still no match for Bonnie in the end.

No matter how hard he tried, he could not make Bonnie give him even a second
glance.

Inside the black Masevati, Bonnie sat in the backseat. staring at her fractured
right ring finger. “Thank you, Joshua.”

If he and Lucas had not appeared just in time, even if she managed to escape
being kidnapped by Christopher, she would lose a few more fingers during the
process.

Sitting in the front passenger seat, Joshua glanced impassively at her through
the rearview mirror and said, “I have a family doctor at my place. Do you want
Lucas to turn around and bring you to the hospital, o r do you want to come with
me to my place?” !



Bonnie frowned, pondering this for a moment, before replying, “I’d prefer going
back to your place.”

She did not want to return to the hospital anymore.

When she and Christopher had left, Jim was still there, and what if she bumped
into him once more? Would he call her a slut and accuse her of seducing Joshua,
her best friend’s husband?

Besides, Christopher had plenty of friends working in the hospital, and maybe
they would notify him if they bumped into her at the hospital.

She did not want to see Christopher anymore for the time being.

Therefore, after weighing the risks and benefits of her situation, she decided it
would be better to follow Joshua back to his house.

After all, Theo and Luna both lived there, so it would not be inappropriate for her
to visit.

Joshua was satisfied to hear this answer. He shifted into a more comfortable
position in his chair and asked, “Did you say you wanted to go to a mall just now?”
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Bonnie paused, then suddenly recalled that she had intended to buy a new
phone.

She furrowed her brows and asked, “Mr. Lynch, is Luna home right now?”

She was not very close with Joshua, and the only thing they had in common was
Luna, so she did not feel comfortable asking Joshua to go with her on her
shopping trip.

However, according to her current state, she could not possibly go alone, so she
thought of Luna.

“She’s not home.” Joshua glanced at her impassively, then dialed Luna’s number
and handed Bonnie his phone. “You can call her and ask her to come home.”

Bonnie frowned and was about to take the phone from him when the call was cut
off even before it could get through to Luna.
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The same thing happened the second time she dialed; Luna kept declining her
calls.

Bonnie suddenly understood why Joshua was so kind to her all of a sudden.

Not only had he saved her from Christopher, but he even offered to bring her
home to see his family doctor.

It turned out that…he and Luna had been in a fight.

Bonnie glanced at the phone, then raised her brows and stared at Joshua. “What
happened this time?”

If she remembered correctly, when she called Luna with Christopher’s phone that
morning, Luna had bashfully told her that she and Joshua had been up all night.

Could it be that they had been up all night fighting instead of what she had
initially thought?

Joshua narrowed his eyes and glanced impassively back at her. “What do you
think?”

If Bonnie had not asked Luna the question of whether she would still get back
together with him if their families’ vengeance were settled…he and Luna would
probably be celebrating this discovery at this moment.

Joshua’s icy gaze made the temperature inside the car drop several degrees
colder, so much so that Bonnie thought she would suffocate.

She was a little puzzled by his question but did not dare to ask him further.
Instead, she gently patted Lucas’ shoulder and borrowed his phone.

This time, Luna finally picked up.

As soon as she picked up, she did not even wait for Bonnie to say anything before
snapping, “Enough is enough, Joshua Lynch.”

When she heard Luna’s furious tone, Bonnie let out a slight cough and said, “Luna,
it’s me.”

Luna fell silent for a moment, then asked somewhat sheepishly, “Are you with
Joshua right now?”

“Yes.” Bonnie frowned, glancing at the man in the front seat through the
rearview mirror, then held the phone closer to her ear and whispered, “It’s a long
story, but I’ve hurt myself, and I don’t feel like going to a hospital, so Joshua is
bringing me back to his house to let his doctor take a look at me.

“What time are you going to come back?”



Luna fell silent for a moment before replying, “…might not be able to go back so
soon. I’m at the bus station waiting for Gwen.”

That morning, after finishing her breakfast, Luna had initially wanted to pay a
visit to the jewelry design company that Jim had given her.

However, before she could get started on her journey, she received a call from
Gwen.

Gwen sounded anxious on the phone and told her that there was something she
needed to show Luna, Then, she told her to meet her at the bus station.

Even though she did not know what Gwen had up her sleeve, Luna still hailed a
taxi to the station immediately and was now waiting for Gwen to arrive.

Bonnie furrowed her brows upon hearing this, “The bus station? Where is Gwen
headed?”

Joshua immediately frowned when he overheard this.

If he remembered correctly, Luke had left Merchant City that morning to go to
Lincoln City for a business trip. Was Gwen… trying to escape?
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Luna fell silent for a split second, then replied, “Alright, Bonnie. I’m waiting for
Gwen here at the station and as soon as I’m done with her, I’ll go back to Joshua’s
house to find you.”

“Okay.” Bonnie pursed her lips slightly and glanced at the man sitting in the front
seat. “So…please come back soon.

Joshua was emanating an aura so cold and unforgiving that she did not want to
be in the same room with him for even a second longer.

After hanging up, Bonnie handed the phone back to Lucas and sat quietly in her
seat, staring out the window.

Joshua furrowed his brows, lowered his head to glance at Luke’s name on his
phone screen, and hesitated for a moment before finally turning off his phone.
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Soon, the car arrived at his house.

Even from afar, Bonnie could see Theo and the family doctor standing at the
front door, awaiting their arrival.

Joshua was even so considerate as to find a young lady doctor for Bonnie to
make her feel more comfortable.

As soon as the car pulled to a halt, the doctor, who was holding her doctor’s bag,
walked over to them, smiling. She gently reached out and held Bonnie, greeting,
“Nice to meet you, Ms. Craig. I’m the doctor that Mr. Lynch hired to look after you.
My name is Dr. Laura Suess.

“Mr. Allen has just explained your situation to me. Please follow me to the guest
room, and I’ll perform a preliminary checkup of your injured finger.”

Bonnie thanked the kind doctor and followed her into the house.

Joshua got out of the car and watched Bonnie and Dr. Laura enter the house
before finally turning toward Theo. “Has Roanne contacted you?”

At the bus station, the billboard screen kept on playing news about the Landry
family.

“After Ms. Luna, the heiress of the Landry family, was exposed to be having an
affair with Joshua Lynch and involved in Mr. and Mrs. Landry’s unfortunate
incidents, Landry Group has announced today that Jim Landry, the heir to the
company, will be having a private meeting with Luna to persuade her to hand
over her position and rights as CEO…”

Luna stood at the entrance to the train station, sporting a cap and face mask. She
stared at the news on the screen as she dialed Gwen’s number over and over.

The last time Gwen called her, she had said she would arrive within half an hour,
but 40 minutes had passed, and there were no signs of her.

Luna’s call was finally picked up after a long time. “Luna! I’ve already entered the
station from the back door! Come inside quickly!” Gwen’s nervous voice rang out
from the other end of the line. “I’ve already bought a ticket for a train departing
in five minutes! I’m going to leave Merchant City and escape from Luke!”

Luna’s entire body stiffened when she heard this. “Where are you?”

“Near the toilets, come quick! I have to give this to you before I leave!”.

Luna furrowed her brows and quickly strode into the building.

As soon as she entered, she caught sight of Gwen, who was standing behind a
decorative wrought-iron tree next to the toilets. Wearing a pair of sunglasses
and a scarf, she frantically searched the crowd for Luna.



Luna bit her lip and whispered into the phone, “How did you manage to escape
from Luke’s guards?”

Gwen sniffed and replied, “After pleasing him last night, I looked through his
laptop while he was asleep and found out that he was going to Lincoln City today,
so I quickly escaped…”

Her voice became choked up as she continued, “Luna, I’m finally free! I don’t plan
to return to Sea City anymore, and I don’t even know where this train will take
me.

“I don’t care where I end up, as long as I can escape from that devil Luke. Even if I
have to hide in the trees for the rest of my life, I’m willing to do just that!”

Luna furrowed her brows when she heard this. “Gwen, actually, Luke-”

However, before Luna could finish her sentence, the speaker blared with an
announcement.

A low, cold man’s voice rang out from the speakers, “Is that so? “Would you
rather hide in the trees than stay by my side?”
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That voice.

Luna’s entire body stiffened.

That was Luke’s voice!

She immediately lifted her head to glance at Gwen, who still hid behind the
wrought-iron tree.

At this moment, Gwen’s face was as pale as the wall behind her.

They had not a clue of this, but at that moment, the bus station had been
evacuated of people, and Gwen was surrounded by dozens of men in black within
a ten-meter radius.

These tall, burly men blocked the view of the public.

Only Gwen and Luna were trapped within this circle of guards.
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Gwen’s entire heart felt like it was squeezed by an invisible hand.

She put down her phone, her mouth wide open in despair.

A split second later, she tucked her phone away and darted into the women’s
bathroom behind her out of instinct.

This was the only place she could hide!

After sprinting into the toilet and closing the cubicle door behind her, Gwen sat
on the toilet bowl as tears slid silently down her face.

She knew she would never have the chance to escape again.

Meanwhile, outside the toilet, Luke emerged from the announcement room
elegantly, one hand in his pocket.

He wore a white suit jacket draped over a navy shirt, and his skin looked sickly
pale, which made him look weak and ill.

Based on his looks alone, no one would even think that this was the man who had
conquered Sea City and Merchant City.

However, Luna had watched with her own eyes as Luke beat Liam, one of the
most notorious gangsters i In Sea City, to death.

This man was not to be underestimated.

To her surprise, Luke did not immediately go into the toilet to find Gwen.

Instead, he ambled over to Luna gracefully, took out a cigarette from his pocket,
and lit it.

After inhaling a deep puff of his cigarette, he curled his lips into a smirk and
stared at Luna. “Thank you. If i t weren’t for you, I wouldn’t have been able to
find out that Gwen had escaped to this bus station without my knowing.”

He sneered as he looked around at his surroundings. “This is probably one of the
oldest, most poorly maintained bus stations in Merchant City. I can’t believe she
decided to come here.

“I can’t believe that even though I gave her the best I can, she’s still not
satisfied.”

Luna bit her lip and clenched her fists. “What are you trying to say?”

“What do you think?” Luke took another puff of his cigarette, blew out the smoke,
and glanced disdainfully at Luna. “I’ll give you a chance to go in there and drag
her out.



“If it were up to me to get her out of there, I’ll make sure that she ends up even
worse than how she was the last time you saw her at the hospital.”

Luna frowned and glared at Luke’s face. “How dare you? She’ll never forgive you
for the rest of her life if you treat her this way!”

“Do you think I care?” Luke sneered, emanating an aura so cold and malicious that
it was borderline suffocating. “I’d rather she never forgive me, and I’d rather she
hate my guts than lose her!

“If she still wants to live, she shouldn’t have tried to escape fromme at a time
like this!”

Luna bit her lip and stared straight into Luke’s eyes, her own devoid of fear. “If
you still love her, you shouldn’t continue hurting her!”

Luke snickered, “How dare a woman like you, who has been taking advantage of
Joshua’s loyalty to hurt him for the past year, lecture me about love?

“Why does it matter if she gets hurt and learns some important lessons, as long
as I can keep her by my side?”

Luke took another puff from his cigarette, then tossed it on the ground and put it
out. “If you don’t want to help, I guess I’ll have to go myself.

“I’ll let you see for yourself how I fuck your best friend and teach her a lesson!”
With that, he strode toward the restroom Gwen was hiding in.
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