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Jim’s expression darkened as he clutched Charlotte’s bra in his hand.

As though trying to prove himself wrong, he rummaged through the dirty laundry
once more, but he did not manage to find anything else unusual.

He furrowed his brows and let out a bitter chuckle.

Surely he must have imagined things?

Charlotte was loyal to him, and since young, the two of them had promised each
other that they would be together forever.

Even after she was chased out of Merchant City, she had sought him out the
moment she returned.

How could he even doubt her?

As soon as he thought of this, Jim let out an exhale, turned to find his laundry
basket, and managed to find the coat he had been wearing that morning.

Inside the pocket was the piece of paper that Bonnie had given him that morning,
but…

Jim also found another piece of paper in the pocket on the other side.

He had no idea where this paper came from and guessed that someone had
probably slipped it into his pocket without him knowing.

Jim frowned as he smoothed out the crumpled note

There were only four words written on it.

[Charlotte belongs to me.)

These simple words made Jim’s expression darken.

Charlotte’s torn underwear and this newfound note seemed to point him in a
direction he dreaded to even think of…

Jim furrowed his brows, crumpled the note, and tossed it into the trash can, as
though it would cease to exist as long as he rid his mind of it.



He would choose to trust Charlotte at all costs unless he found concrete
evidence proving himself wrong!

After all…his time with Charlotte during their childhood was one of his most
treasured

memories growing up.

When Jim first showed up at the orphanage, he had been looked down on by the
caretakers and even the owner of the orphanage himself.

On top of that, he was a weak, albeit good-looking child, and because of this, the
other kids would harass and bully him.

He could have defended himself if he wanted to, but he took pity on these
children, since thev were abandoned by their families, and did not fight back.

Every time they bullied him, he would swallow his rage and give in to them.

Not long after, however, he met Charlotte.

At that time, she was known as Number-9.

Number-9 was a quiet, obedient, but fearless child. Even though she was not a
bully, the rest o f the children still knew to stay out of her way.

Once, she caught sight of the other children bullying Jim, the newcomer, and had
stood up for him.

Not only had she tried to shield him with her tiny body, but she even claimed that
she would protect him.

However, she was a little girl, and thus was no match for the rest of the children.

The children were outraged by her righteous ways and thus started attacking her
as well.

Even though she could not defend herself against them, she still shielded Jim
behind her back with her arms extended out to both sides.

Jim came out of this episode without even a single scratch on his body, but
Number-9 suffered plenty of injuries.

At that moment, Jim finally understood that sometimes, silence was not the
answer.

His kindness had been used against him and turned into a reason for the children
to bully both him and Number-9.



Therefore, Jim stood up for himself and defeated all the children, becoming her
hero.

Soon after that, the two of them became the most unlikely little couple anyone
would ever imagine, one that everyone started referring to as ‘the red and white
duo’.

Number-9 represented the courageous, passionate red, whereas Jim was the
calm, solemn white.

The two of them happily spent a few months at the orphanage until the Landry
family eventually managed to find him and take him home.

As soon as Jim recalled his past, he became even more determined to trust
Charlotte, no matter what.

He still remembered the way she looked when she leaped in to protect him.

How could such a strong, brave woman like her possibly betray him?
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After he came out of the laundry room, Jim returned to his study.

He sat in his chair and unfolded the piece of paper Bonnie had given him. Then,
he wrote down all the alleged timings and venues in which he and Bonnie had
been and ordered his assistant t o investigate the validity of these claims.

Jim was just about to throw the paper into the trash can when he caught sight of
some writing on the back.

Bonnie had torn this paper out of a page in her medical records and written on
the blank side, whereas the other side was scribbled with a doctor’s handwriting.

(A laceration was noted on the right side of the abdomen, and the patient claims
that she acquired this injury after falling on the side of the pavement during a
rain.

[The laceration is deep, and even though it had previously been sutured, it has
gotten infected and is now collecting pus. It is recommended to do wound
dressing every day to keep the wound clean and dry to prevent reinfection.)

Jim furrowed his brows when he saw this.



A laceration at the right abdomen…

Acquired after falling on the side of the pavement during rain…

All of a sudden, he recalled his encounter with Bonnie at Tea Cottage.

At that time, it was raining heavily, and Bonnie had chased after him when he left,
which led t o her accidentally falling and hitting the ground.

When she fell, she stared at him with a pained expression on her face and failed
to get up after that.

However, at that time, Jim was so consumed with his disgust toward her that he
did not stopt o think that she had gotten injured, much less helped her at all.

Jim then recalled the incident more thoroughly.

Could she have hurt herself during that incident?

Jim suddenly recalled the few times he had seen Bonnie clutching her belly as
she walked. From the first time he caught sight of her and Christopher walking by
the side of the road, to

his encounter with her in the hospital’s garden, she had been clutching the right
side of her abdomen.

This meant that…

Jim furrowed his brows and suddenly felt a light bulb click in his head.

If Bonnie was indeed pregnant, she would not need to hold her belly like that,
considering she was not even showing her bump yet.

Therefore, she had been clutching her belly out of pain all along.

What on earth made him think that she was pregnant?

She was hurt!

“Jim.” All of a sudden, Charlotte, who had finally finished changing, knocked on
the door and entered the room, smiling, “It’s time for us to meet Luna.”

With that, she strode over and continued, “Even though we can’t stick to our
original plans and make her give up on everything…we can still try to talk her out
of holding her position of Landry Group CEO.”

After a brief moment of regaining her composure, Charlotte finally readjusted
her mindset.



This was just a battle, not the war, so it did not matter if she lost to Luna and
Joshua this time.

As long as she helped Jim obtain the position of Landry Group CEO, the company
would still fall into their hands eventually, no matter what happened in the
future.

Besides, as long as she and Jim worked together, they would eventually be able
to rob Luna of her shares of Landry Group, so why the rush?

She would take things one step at a time!

Jim furrowed his brows and turned to glance impassively at Charlotte. “You keep
trying to convince me to take Luna’s job from her…are you doing this for me, or
yourself?”

Charlotte widened her eyes in shock. “What on earth are you trying to say, Jim?
Of course it’s for you!

“I’m not a part of the Landry family, after all, so even if you managed to gain
these rights, it won’t benefit me at all.”

With that, Charlotte bit her lip pitifully and whimpered, “Why are you asking me
this all of a sudden…”
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