- After Hannah and | left that damn appointment

‘with the therapist, we both stood on the sidewalk
outside embarrassed. We both looked at each
other, but we didn't know what to say. Hannah had
given me a lot of things to think about, and none
of them were easy. | had messed up a lot with her,
but at least right now | understood that | hadn't
prove to her so far that my love for her was real
and not because of our own son.

So, | looked at her and mumbled: “Well, | think that
I'll see you later, right?” | asked.

“Uhum,” was all that she managed to say to me.

She was already turning her back to me and was
walking to her car when | told her “You have a
good day!”

She didn't even look back when she said: “You too,
" and soon she was gone.

Since Hannah found out about her post-partum
depression, | have discovered a new versi" i
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scided to do what | app‘ajrent'lydoll}):esi,i 3 *l} £
which is work. A few days ago | had fixed myselfa
little office on the shores and everything was
ready there, so | went straight to the office, turned
on my computer, and started a videoconference
with Eric, my secretary.

“Good morning, Sir,” Eric told me. “I hope you're
doing fine”

| nodded at him and said: “It's all right, and you?” |
asked.

“Never better” he told me.

“So, shall we begin our meeting?” | told him
hurriedly.

“Sure, sir," Eric told me.

“So, what are the most critical points?” | asked
him.

“I'll start with them, sir,” Eric told me and
continued: “You have two meetings in the
morning. The first one is with the Paris proj;

business across the Americas,”
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“Yes, sir. And for Paris’ team meeting, | sent you a
bunch of memorandums so you can get prepared
for whatever they bring you since this project is
already delayed, and they want to solve this matter
with you in this meeting,” Eric told me.

‘Right. | get it. Let's get to work," | told him, and
then | completed: “Eric, I'll be in a lot of meetings
today, and I'm going to turn off my cell phone. |
won't be available for anyone until the middle of
the afternoon, so | ask you to not transfer any
calls. After that, | have a personal appointment, so
| can't talk to anyone today,” | told Eric.

“Sure, sir. Good luck,” Eric told me and killed the
call.

After that, | switched off my phone and started to
work.




thought about Hannah all day long, and it dldnt
look good. | have done so many wrong things to
her. Nobody is perfect, but | had the feeling that
my defects were more pronounced right now.

But | was determined to change for her. So, at the
end of the day, | went to my own appointment with
the therapist to talk about what | should do.

“Hello, Mr. Brown, how are you feeling right now? |
must confess that when you scheduled this
appointment | got a little surprise. You know,
right? I'm treating your wife already. | can't treat
you as well. This would be a conflict of interest,’
Hannah's therapist told me.

| arched my eyebrows ironically, and told him: *
Well, that's kind of fun coming from someone who
made a couples therapy session with us in the
morning.”

The therapist shrugged and said sheepishly: “I'm
sorry, sir, but it is what it is. | can't be her theraplst
the couple’s therapist, and your theraplst a

same time." t34
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suggestions so you can reflect in your life. And
then | can mdlcate a few other theraplsts whowc




or put'et: so | could analyze a few agreements‘
first thing in the next morning. | was still a little
behind schedule, so | needed to walk an extra mile
in the following days.

| left the office past 5 p.m. with a sense of
realization for the day. | hadn't allowed myself any
distractions during the whole day and there were
no other problems to solve for now. | had left a
few points for tomorrow, but that was okay. And
then, | finally shut the computer down and went
home.

It was kind of strange the fact that nobody tried to

reach me through the cellphone the whole day, but
then | remembered that | had switched off my
phone in the morning and never switched that on
again. When | finally turned the phone on again, |
saw that there were a couple of unidentified calls
from a local number and several calls from Lucy.




S 4s ‘i
' “Good evening, this is District 11 station, How can
| help you?” a monotonous voice answered the

phone.

“Good evening, | would like to talk to Detective
Pratt, please,” | answered the question.

“And who can | announce?” the bored voice asked
again.

“This is Ethan Brown," | answered to her.
“Right. Just a moment, please,” the voice said.

A few moments later, Detective Pratt answered
the phone: “Mr. Brown, this is Detective Pratt. I'm
glad | finally got you.”

“Good evening detective. I'm returning your call;’ |
told him.

“Oh, yes. I'm afraid | have bad news, sir.
Something happened recently..” he told me.

“And what is it?" | cut him and asked. | hated it
when people continued to stall things. .




‘wahtmg to capture her and we thought delaylng
this news would give us time to do so, but now we
thought it best to notify you and your family,”
Detective Pratt told me.

"Thanks for the warning, Detective,’ | muttered
wryly and hung up.

Then my stomach sank. Every call | received from
Lucy was indeed an emergency. So | desperately
called her again, and she didn't answer. | didn't
want to call Hannah for fear of finding out
something had happened to her.

So, | started looking for Hannah everywhere. |
started at the cottage, but only Patricia was there.
She was still very nervous from her most recent
scare: Tess had been able to kidnap Michael.

So | quickly went to the cafe, but everything was
already closed, and in the surroundings, there was
something very unusual: there were police tapes
that said ‘no trespassing” everywhere. When | Sa“W
that scene, my heart sank as thls was. de" itely




‘moment that | saw them: Tnmothy and Hannah
were hugging each other and Lucy holding
Michael in her arms. | didn't know about their

conditions, but they looked pretty well to me, so |
felt relieved.

| went close to where they were and asked:
"Hannah? Are you okay?"

That was when | heard Lucy's answer: "Oh, I'm

glad you finally decided to show up, isnt it,
Ethan?"
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