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anls )aving lunch with Ethan a couple of days'.'

‘ago, he sent me a message asking if he could visit £
me at work from time to time. He mentioned that
Michael enjoyed spending time with both of us,

and since our baby seemed to benefit from seeing

us together, | agreed. This meant that we spent

more time together at my workplace, and it didn't
take long for office gossip to spread. People

couldn't help but notice Ethan's good looks, and

soon, rumors about him and me started

circulating. However, only the higher-ups in the
company were aware that Ethan and | were no

longer together. Mr. Myers was often away, leaving
Mr. Stone in charge of the day-to-day operations.
Stone was discreet and didn't draw attention to

our personal lives, understanding that it was none

of his business. Nevertheless, he began asking

some questions, particularly as we worked closely

together.

One day, after we had just finished a portfolio fora
client, he inquired, "So, Hannah, do you min

ask if you and your ex-husband are seeing

other again?"




~ my mom as an adult, so | don't want him to gréw b0
up without his parents” ;

Stone looked at me thoughtfully but didn't press
the matter further. This interaction left me
wondering what he was getting at. However, he
clarified his intentions with his next question,
saying, "Oh, that's good then. So, | won' feel guilty
for asking you something.”

Curious, | asked, "What is it?"

Stone explained, "You see, we have a meeting in
another city. | wanted to take you because |
believe you could learn a lot from it. But the
meeting will be followed by a dinner, and that
dinner will end late in the night. We'd have to
spend the night out of town. | was wondering if
you would like to come with me. | just thought it
might be a bit uncomfortable to have a jealous
husband around, given the circumstances."

He sounded sincere, but there was a certai




| needed to clarify Stone's intentions. "Are you
- asking me to go with you on the trip to visita
client, Mr. Stone?" | asked for confirmation.

Stone affirmed, "Yeah, of course | am. You mean a
lot to me, Hannah, and | believe you should be
introduced to our clients." | wasn't sure of what to
think about it, so | asked: "Can | have one or two
days to think about it, sir?"

He asked me back: "And why is that, Hannah?"

| explained, "It's because | don't have a husband,
but | still have a baby, sir. | need to make some
arrangements, and | need to see if they're going to

work."

Stone nodded and mumbled, "Sure, Hannah. Well,
don't take too long to give me an answer because
we need to make reservations.”

| assured him, "Don't worry, sir."

| was both excited and apprehensive ab:

the trip. Leaving my baby beh
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it was still an a




i‘iﬁ”ﬁf'ﬁOW?' he asked.

| nodded and said, "Yeah, | am."

He extended an invitation: "Do you want to join
me? We've been spending a lot of time together
recently, and | think you'd enjoy sharing a meal
with me."

| smiled lightly at him but had to decline his
invitation, "I'm sorry, but | can't. | have an invitation
for today already.’

Stone graciously accepted my response, "Rain
check, then?"

"Sure," | told him. However, as we reached the
front door of the office, he observed my
interaction with Ethan. Stone raised his eyebrows
and made a slightly sarcastic comment: "And you
said you don't respond to anyone anymore, right,
Hannah?"




it? Moreover, why would Ethan even care? After a
he wasn't my husband anymore.

When | got to Ethan's car, he asked me, "Hey, who
is this guy?" He was direct, not beating around the

bush.

| replied firmly, "This is Lorenzo Stone, my boss." |
made it clear that | wasn't going to discuss the
matter further.

Ethan, however, pressed on, asking, "And why is he
so close to you?"

Raising an eyebrow, | responded, "Even though
there's nothing happening, and | don't owe you an
explanation, let me just be clear: my relationship
with my boss is strictly professional, OK?"

Ethan wasn't convinced and said, "This is what you

say, Hannah."

| made a face and questioned him, " ou
me, Ethan?"




~ informing you about a fact!”

“About the fact that you don't like him, right?" |
shot back.

Ethan made a face. "What | like and what | don't is
not the question here. But if | were you, | would be
careful about him because he doesn't want to be
only professional with you, Hannah," he said.

Ethan's remarks were frustrating because he was
making assumptions that werent real. | wanted to
put an end to the conversation. "l don't want to talk
about this anymore,’ | told him, clearly annoyed.

Ethan grudgingly agreed, trying to have the last
word "Fine. Let's talk about something else."

*

Later, when | returned to the office after lunch with
Ethan, | was still annoyed with him when | found
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- | played innocent, asking, "From whom?

“Oh, Hannah. Don't play innocent here," she
retorted. "l said stay away from Lorenzo, or you're
going to face consequences.”

| looked at her and retorted, "More than | already
have? You unleash hell on me from time to time,

Katrina."

Katrina then said: "Oh, Hannah. Don't test me with
that. You're going down for it."

| wanted to confirm what she just said, so | asked:
"Wait, is this a threat?"

She responded, "Well, I'll leave it to your
interpretation, but don't push me, or you will face
the consequences.’ With that, she left the meeting
room and marched back to her desk.

| returned to my desk slowly, still in shock from her
threat. As | sat down, | could hear whispers
throughout the office. It was that feeling when y:
know people are talking about you. Today, | 1
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