car. He plcked me up at the airport wnth'M
who seemed extremely happy to see me. 1
Michael's joy was a relief. It was a sign that he dnd

well during the time that | was away. e

But I've never been one to conceal my feelings
from everyone. So, it was evident that | was
disturbed by Stone's proposal. | remained silent
for a while, contemplating what to share with
Ethan about the matter. Sensing my inner turmoil,
Ethan broke the silence to try to make me more
comfortable to talk about things.

"You don't have to tell me if you dont want to.
Don't worry about it, but if you want to, I'm here for
you, he said in a reassuring tone. | could tell he
was still upset with me for standing my ground
and confronting him during our previous

conversation.

But | think that this is too big to be kept it to




> directly and waited fc
| continued: “You see, they made us an invi
to move there while the project is in progress, ¥
since we will have many rooms to work on, this
will be a long project,’ | told him. ;'

“I see..” Ethan said intrigued. “How long will it be?
* He asked me seriously.

“At least 6 months,” | mumbled to him.

Ethan remained silent for a little while and then he
connected the dots: “Wait a minute... You said ‘us’
What do you mean by this?" Ethan asked me.

“I mean... | mean that Stone is coming together,’ |

confessed to him.

| could see that Ethan was holding the wheel with
a strong grip. He turned faceforward to the
windshield and took a deep breath, but his
knuckles were white with the effort. He was




ouf areer th
an asked. | could definitely hear tha
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was being ironic.

| swallow my words. Ethan was partially right. |
was actually thinking about how far this d
could take me. | knew that | wo Id \
practically all my support ne




. e
" We remained in silence during the rest of the car
trip, probably having full discussions inour heads
with each other. Well, at least that is what was
happening in my head.

if from one hand Ethan didn't have a saying in my
life anymore, spending six months somewhere
else means that he would see Michael less often.
Recently, Ethan had moved his whole life to the
shores just to stay close to Michael and | wasn't
sure if he would be willing to do the same once
more. | didn't even know if he would come
together. In the case that he didn't, he would only
see Michael from time to time, and this would ruin

their relationship.

On the other hand, even though | didn't admit it, |
needed Ethan. He is been an awesome father,
completely attentive to Michael's needs. He had
really changed. Now he was a good listener, and
he actually cared about us, | could see that.

still, six months was a long time when y@mba_@bry’: |
is so small... Ethan would miss a lot if I ake -
Michael with me. s




*| know you do, Hannah. I just wanted to
emphasize that” Ethan tried to explain to me. “Itis
just that | wouldn't have much time to see you
guys, and six months is a long time for a baby who
has less than a year. He might not even recognize
me when he sees me again,” he explained. How
could | deny his affirmation? Oh, God, this is too
much to think about it!

“Look Ethan, | asked for time when he offered me
this new position. Everybody knows | wouldn't say
yes right at the moment not even if | didn't have a
baby and his daddy to deal with,” | told him while |
looked at both of them. “Having Michael or not, |
would not say yes to them immediately, |
repeated. “This said, could you please give me
time too?" | told him.

Ethan just nodded conceding. All his posture had
changed. He looke like someone who has just




“There's no reason to cry about that, Ethan,
him.
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"Yes, there is, Hannah,” he said to me. “l am about B
to loose you two for a job in another city and for
another guy who you barely know!” he exclaimed.

“And Who said that?” | asked him.

“Well, it's not that hard to assume that, Hannah. |
mean, | made a lot of assumptions about you
during these two years. Some of them were
completely wrong, some were right. And I'm so
sorry about all the mess that | made in your life. |
didn't have this right,” he said to me. He was
genuinely suffering with the perspective of us
moving to another city. “Now | know that | hurt you
beyond the poing to fix our relationship, and
maybe this offer that the client and your boss
made to you it's a consequence of what | did to
you during all these years... | just don't like what's

happening at all," he said to me. “I'm so sorry,

said.
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Wingl" He sald desperately

| started myself to consider his request. Would
there anything that he could do to make me stay

here?
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