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Chapter 264
Kylan

Violet gave me a look, and in that one glance 1 knew exactly what she was
doing. She was too busy trving not to betray anyone. I could see it so
clearly, and it was what T had feared the maost.

With every choice she made, she asked herself if she had betrayed

someone. Mavbe even me.

Just the thaought hurt, because T never wanted her to wonder that, Yes, T
had shown my disappointment when she lied to me, but T never wanted
her to bear that burden.

“Jack," the king clicked his tongue and snapped his fingers in the air, “
Take your wife and your daughter with you on your way down,” he
ordered. “For...the Royal Mate.”

Jack chuckled under his breath. " Yes, Your Majesty,"” he said. He patted
Nate’s back, grinning from ear to ear as if the king had just given him a
day off. “Gladly!”

“What?"” a sharp voice cut through. Chrystal stepped out from where she
had been hiding. Her eves were wide with shock, her lips parted in
disbelief. She looked like she could not believe what she had just heard.
Truth was, neither could L.

‘L'he king was the kind of man who, if you told him what to do, would do
the opposite just to prove his authority. For him to agree with Violet so
quickly, without a single fight, felt wrong. But for now, it was something
Tcould live with.

It meant one thing. Chrystal would not be climbing those mountains. Not
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today.
But then there was still him...

1 looked over at Kayden. He sat in his chair with a smirk plastered across
his face. 'l'oo calm, and too pleased.

My jaw tightened. This was not the end. I did not know what game he was
plaving or what this crap about 'Kian’ or being ‘reborn’ was supposed to
mean, but one thing was certain. Today would not be that day, and I
would never let him near Violet.

Tshot Violet a small siile, just enough to tell her not to worry too much,
and that everything was okay. Truthfully, | didn't agree with her going
back to those mountains, but I could live with it. [t was notworth a
disagreement, not when she needed me the most,

My gaze slid back to Chrystal. She only had eyes for Violet, and if looks
could kill, she would’ve been dead by now. Her stare burned into her like
she was already plotting her next move,

And if thal was the case, she would have Lo do il from courl because she

wouldn't be stepping foot into the witches' territary.

Beside me, Dylan chuckled under his breath. “She did her a tavor,” he
muttered softly, “Twas planning on killing her today anyway.”

My head snapped (o him, stunned. T suspected il wasn’t meant [or me la
hear, yet I had. By now [ knew Dylan well enough to know he meant every
word.

1chose to ignore it.

The first group started moving again, walking past us as the rest of us let
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them through. Somehow, jJumpie found her way onto my shoulder again,
and T rubbed her neck, noticing her cheeks were stuffed with food that
was probably meant to be for the witches.

She let oul a high-pitched burp and then settled, looking pleased with
herself. She would be taking a nap, for sure.

As Nate passed by, he gave me a quick tap on the shoulder. “Have fun
staying in those mountains all night,"” he grinned. “1'm sure you’ll have
a great time. 'The witches are cool people actually!”

My brows furrowed. His words only reminded me of what Violet had
agreed to. It wasn't just this group she would be staying with, but all the
groups. And Nate knew all too well that T would stay with her for the rest

ol the day.

He planced back once more. “Don’t worry. T might keep you company

later!"

I'was too aggravated to answer, and just watched him go with the first
group. The queen followed not long after, with Kaelis glued to her side.
Violet’s ladies, Lian and Sora, walked past too, though, as expected,
Trinity stayed behind.

She ran straight to Dylan and cupped his cheeks before kissing him_ A
sight 1 had already seen a few times too many.

“You should go down and rest,” he told her, pulling away. Yet, he didn't
give her the time to answer as he already had his arms under her, lifting,
her bridal -style.

Her laughter rang oul, and the two of them began walking with the third
group. A lamiliar giggle in front of me made me turn my head, and my
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eyes went back to Violet

She was beaming at the sight of them, but all 1 could look at was her. All
the noise around me faded, as did my worries as I looked into the most

beautiful blue eyes T had ever known.
“No you want me Lo carry you too?” Tasked. Tt was a serious question.

She rolled her eyes at me, but her smile remained. I can walk,” she said.
“But thank you."

“Good.”

1looked her up and down, debating whether to just sling her over my
shoulder anyway. Jumpie wouldn't be thrilled, but Violet had always been
my first, Jumpie could be the close second.

We didn’l look away from each other, not even for a breath. That was
until someone cleared his throat, and I realized Fergus was still beside us.

Violet tumed to him at once. “Thank you tor coming, Dad,” she spoke
immediately. “And thank you for what you just did. It meant a lot to me."

I'was sure it did, Fergus promised he would do better, and now he was
doing just that. It might have come too late, but at least he was finally
standing up lor Violel.

Fergus smiled, warm and proud. “1 should be the one to thank you for
representing the Bloodrose so well, for helping make all of this
possible,” he said, ruffling her hair as it she were still his little girl. "1

will let you kids be for now."

Then he walked away, satisfied. I was sure he had much more to say, but
he must have known now wasn't the right time, and he was right. Their
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conversation would be one of old wounds, years in the making, and it
needed to be handled quietly and privately. Tt was what Violet deserved.

Violet planted her hands on her waist, staring at Fergus’s back. "Kids?"
she spoke, offended. “We are adults.”

“We might be,” Tchuckled, “but not to them.”
And by them, I also meant.. him.

My eyes shifted ahead and T caught the king walching us over his
shoulder. Kayden was walching loo, each of them wearing a smirk T did
nol truast, 1t felt like they bath had their own plans, and none of themn
were any good.,

Atight knot formed in my chest, and out of instinct, I reached for Violet’s
hand and squeezed it tightly. T always did because at times I feared
someone might try to take her from me if 1 didn’t, and these days, I could
never be too sure.

Only then did T remember that T had something urgenl Lo share with her.
Something thal could not wail. Tshould have been asking her aboul her
time in the mountains, but unfortunately it seemed like we didn’t have
much time for small talk nowadays.

Besides, I would see it for myself soon enough. This was way more
important for now.

“Violet," I pulled her a little closer. Her fingers pressed harder into mine,
and as she looked at me, her lips parted like she had been holding

something back herself.

And then we spoke at the same time.
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“

“Varius warned me about the same thing Adelaide
11

“Adelaide spoke to me

We both stopped and froze, staring at each other. Whatever this was, it
had only just begun...
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