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Valerie walked back into the mansion, and Derek, who was standing by the side,
breathed a sigh of relief.

But still, from time to time, | would look back and listen attentively to the sounds inside
the mansion.

“You little rascal, what are you doing? Keep looking inside? What, have you taken a
liking to this little girl?”

The captain was still pondering over what Valerie had just said to him when he noticed
Derek’s slight movement.

He humorously approached and lightly kicked his buttocks as a form of punishment.
Quickly dodging the captain’s attack, Derek raised an eyebrow slightly.

My fiancée, of course, | liked her.

“Captain, | was just taking a look.”

Seeing Derek still wearing his usual rigid expression, the captain left uninterestedly,
preparing to report to Valerie about what she had just said to him.

If it were true, then it wouldn’t be just a simple kidnapping.
This was the group of human traffickers openly challenging their abilities.

They felt that they were nothing, and they were about to take Zoe away right under
everyone’s noses.



The perimeter personnel protecting the Horton family’s residence have already begun
carefully observing every member of the Horton family entering and exiting. In order to
not alert the family, they have not informed any of the Horton family members.

Only Valerie knew about it, and she would report it once someone over there showed
their true colors.

The main observation was the strange maid.

Today she came to tidy up Zoe’s room again. Before tidying up, she came in with a tray
of tea.

| wanted to come directly in front of Zoe.

But Valerie stood directly in front of her, staring at the newcomer with sharp eyes. The
cold gaze made the newcomer lower their head.

“Just leave it on the table, you can go now.”
Surprisingly, the housemaid woman just glanced at Valerie and immediately left.

The whole process was calm and uneventful, but Valerie clearly observed the veins
popping on her forehead.

Indeed, there were significant issues!

“Ms. Horton, please don’t drink this cup of tea yet. Wait for me to come back and test it
before you drink it.”

“What...Ms. Bowman.”

Before Zoe could even understand what was going on, Valerie quickly walked toward
her own room to get something for testing toxicity.

This time, she also wondered if the other party could have poisoned

her, but at that time she thought it might not be necessary.



But now it seems that some of the things | brought with me are likely to be used.

Returning to Zoe's room, | saw her sitting obediently with her hands placed on her lap,
not touching the cup of tea.

Waiting for Valerie to come back.

Valerie’s heart suddenly clenched, but quickly subsided.

Under Zoe’s curious gaze, Valerie examined the cup of tea and the cup.
Not poisonous.

“Alright, it’s fine. Ms. Horton, you can go ahead and drink.”

“‘Ms. Bowman... What were you doing?”

Zoe didn’t understand why Valerie suddenly did these things, but she only knew that
Valerie did it for her own good.

“No big deal, just to be on the safe side, let’s give it a try.”

Zoe nodded her head and didn’t intend to ask anymore.

Picking up the tea, | took small sips.

Valerie looked at Zoe, who was sipping tea with small sips, and suddenly asked.
“Zoe, you had quite a few small wounds on your b*dy recently.”

Upon hearing Valerie’s question, Zoe paused in her tea-drinking.

“No, | didnt...”

Saving tox, he continued to drink the ca in his hard

Valerie frowned slighth, waiting for Zoe to set down her teacup



Valerie immediately grabbed her hand and rolled up her jacket Sure enough, there were
small and large Misters on her arm, some of them even punctured
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“Ms. Horton... what were you doing?”

Valerie’s brow had already furrowed.

This wound doesn’t look like it was caused by a simple fall.
“Who did it?”

Valerie had a serious expression, which made Zoe even more afraid to speak. She
could only lower her head and stutter.

Valerie sighed helplessly upon seeing Zoe, who remained the same as before.

“Ms. Horton, if someone else caused this injury to you, then | will take measures. As you
are currently in a special period, every situation needs to be reported. If there is no
reasonable explanation later, everyone in the Horton family will be suspected.”

Sure enough, after listening to these words, Zoe immediately lifted her head and shook
it.

“No, no, it's not, it's not someone from the family...”

The look in the eyes was very sincere, but it turned out to be not true.
Why did she burn herself?

“Zoe, please don’t do this kind of thing again.”

“‘Got it...”

This matter came to an end.



Tonight, the Horton family had dinner. Unusually, Valerie stepped into their restaurant
and thoroughly inspected all the food inside. After confirming everything was in order,
she once again left the restaurant and returned to the living room to eat her own meal.

“What, what happened?”

The Horton family, who had always wanted to get closer to Valerie, were delighted to
see her step into the restaurant.

Bruce and Tristan did not show any expression, but their eyes were all focused on the
living room.

They did not speak, but their movements became brisk.
Everyone was having dinner.

Only the maid quietly returned to her own room.

In this era where smartphones were prevalent.

She took out an old-fashioned cell phone and dialed a number.
“‘How was it? Did you manage to make her eat it?”

“Yes, yes, | made her eat it, and both of them ate it.”

The person on the other end of the phone suddenly laughed coldly, with a mocking tone
in their laughter.

“Sure enough, what’s the use of sending more people? Weren't they still tricked by us?”
It was really useless.
“‘Um, me, my family!”

“‘Ah? | understand. As long as you complete the task, | will release



your husband and your son. Your current mission is to make Zoe, the former Miss
Horton from the Horton family, suspicious of you and divert everyone’s attention toward
you. Do you understand?”

The woman's eyes instantly turned red, she clenched her teeth, and the veins on her
neck bulged due to suppressed anger.

The man hung up the phone, leaving the woman with her arms. hanging weakly and
kneeling on the ground in despair.

But at the same time, | also felt relieved in my heart.

Today, as | watched the lady eat, even the person next to her also ate.

Then there was nothing else to do, and my own task was considered half completed.
The sky gradually turned pitch black,

Derek’s heart was constantly in a state of turmoil today.

| always had a feeling that something bad would happen...

At night, when the bad guys are most likely to do bad things, the members of the Horton
family were all asleep, making it easier for them to take action.

Val should have been clear about this.

Valerie was well aware, so she declined the proposal from the Horton family and stayed
in Zoe’s room until someone in the house woke up in the morning and asked her to sit in
the living room while they rested.

Kieran looked at Valerie, whose eyebrows slightly furrowed, and he suddenly froze.
After hesitating for a while, he finally decided to approach and strike

up a conversation with Valerie.



“‘Ms. Bowman, have you noticed something? Are those human traffickers around our
house?”



